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THE  moft  exad  truth  pbf  vades  the  rcla* 
tloa  contained  in  the  following  fheets. 
The  reader  will  here  find  none  of  thofe  fit* 
tiens,  which  are  amufing  no  doubt^  but  by 
which  the  mind  is  rather  injured  than  bene- 
fited.- The  author  wa^  not  fufficiently  verfcd 
in  the  arts  and  fciences^  nor  had  he  fuffidbnt 
time  to.  devote  to  curiofity  or  pleafure,  ta 
avail  himfelf  of  all  thofe  circumflances  in 
which  it  mi^ht  have  been  in  his  power  to 
enrich  us  with  new  difcoveries»  Geography 
alone  has  gained  fomething,  by  the  certain 
accounts  this  traveller  gives  us  of  the  courfe 
of  the  Niger,  and  of.  the  northern  coaft  of 

z  Africa, 


U  FREFACS* 

Africa,  a  Country  before  almoft  utterly  un- 
known. 

Notwithftanding  the  unheard-of  fufleringa 
undergone  by  this  worthy  man,  in  his  differ- 
ent travels^  he  is  ftill  eagerly  defirous  of  re- 
turning to  the  interior  parts  of  Africa,  there 
to  make  difcoveries  which  he  thinks  would  be 
highly  ufcfijl  to  commerce  and  natural  hif- 
tory.  SsKte  his  return  he  has  employed 
&féty  moment  in  the  acquirement  of  a  know- 
ledge of  geography,  botany,  aftronomy,  &c. 
in  the  hope  of  once  more  travelling  through 
countries  where  he  experienced  fo  many  mif- 
fertuties  ;  but  whidier,  neverthelefs,  he  ar- 
dently wi(hes  to  retvcrn  :  as  his  circumftances 
will  not  permit  him  to  undertake  it  at  his 
own  expence  ;  he  takes  the  liberty  of  addref- 
fiiigthe following  refle&iops  to  government. 

A  taièe  for  difcoveries  in  every  way  is  the 
charaâeriftic  of  an  enlightened  age.  One  of 
the  kinds  of  knowledge  of  the  mofl:  ufeful 
acquirement  is  inconteftably  that  of  the  globe 

.    :'.  ^  we 


we  inbabk  ;  it  is  peffegp*  J^if  wly  çi^  itl^ 
wie  cao  ever  hopç  of  carrying  <;q  pprfe^ii^  ; 
for  it  confifts  only  of  ppfitiv^  things»  a^iii^*^ 
withflanding  the  jviyjitîtude  of  tbo(i^  ii^Wng^ 
their  nutpbcf  is  limited 

There  are  parts  of  £^urope  Wij»  Iffiow^  Ao 

our  men  of  isience  tl^j»  ^^al  partp  c)f  ^$a 

aikd  Axnerlc9#    A$  t&  Afnç9.^  v^^îi^k  h  j4  iô 

fmail  a  diilance  from  us,  ^p  hear  it  ^>pk^ 

~af  from  o«r  «fjiftcy;,  a©4  yet  jye  ^re  japrdly 

;acq]aaii3tted  Avi^  i^  ^oa^s. 

The  difficulty  pf  pesetratiog  fifi^  fym^S>f 
the  inland  par^s  tha^  not  reiM^^ifed  the^^cM^t^, 
near  dampo4  «the  z^egl  of  i&w^fji  |Ta;(^)lers. 

/a/r/,  Majj^9  MruQe^  and  a  feWrptl^eip,  Jbave 
already  afforded,  ^nd.  will  yet  ^ond  to  £u« 
rope,  aftonifhed  at  their  courage,  i\p^f  Â^^** 
mation  cpncf^rnin^  people^  till  thqir  .time 
ijiipeâed  of  cruelty,  ^hou^h  ,perhaps  the 
.^entlqft  in  the  «nivcrfe,  T^nt  their  knowledge 
4t4;n^  ei^^nd  beyoml  the  .Çaffres,  the  Hqt*- 

a  a  ^eiitots, 


îV  •  PREFACE. 

'tentots,  andtbe  Abyilinians,  whofc  territories 
are  but  ja  very  inconfiderable  portion  of  the 
immenfe  countries  of  Africa. 

AU  the  interior  part,  which  is  filled  in  our 
maps  with  the  vague  word  defert,  or  by  the 
names  of  pretended  nations,  that  probably  ne- 
ver exifted,  deferves,  perhaps,  as  much  as 
thé  reft,  the  honour  of  being  vifited  by  Euro- 

ropean  travellers. 



The  French  government  might,  at  pre- 
fent,  at  very  little  expence,  fet  on  foot  fome 
of  the  moft  important  refearches  that  haVc 
ever  yet  been  undertaken  on  land. 

The  following  are  the  obftacles  to  be  over- 
come, to  infure  the  fuccefs  of  the  enterprize. 

1 .  The  unhealthinefs  of  the  climate. 

2.  The  pretended  ferocious  difpofition  of 
the  inhabitants. 

3.  The  ignorance  of  the  Arabic  tongue. 

4.  The  dreadful  fatigues  of  fuch  a  journey. 

5.  The  difficulty  of  conveying  the  different 
inftruments,  abfolutcly  necefl&ry  to  make 
ufeful  obfervations. 

6.  The 
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6.  The  uniting  in  one  or  two  perforis  thè 
variety  of  kjiowledge,  without  which  the  ex- 
pedition  would  be  almoft  ufelefs. 

7.  The  indifpenfablc  charges. 

If  the  author  of  the  travels  here  offered  to 
the  public,  were  chofen  to  put  the  plan  hè 
propofes  in  execution,  the  four  firft  obftacles 
would  be  removed  in  regard  to  him  ;  for,  i 
It  is  proved  that  he  can  bear  the  climate, 
having  been  a  (lave  in  the  defert,  and  efcaped 
its  baneful  effeâs.  2.  He  is  -accuftomed  to 
the  manners  and  cufloms  of  the  people;  whd 
fo  far  from  being  ferocious,  are  the  heft  peo^ 
pic  in  the  univçrfe,  when  one  knows  how  to 
conform  to  their  way  of  life.  Befides,  having 
been  the  Emperor  of  Morocco's  flave,  his 
pcrfon  is  facred  in  the  eyes  of  the  numerous 
•natiQfi3,who,  far  ras  Well  as  near,  acknowledge 
that  fovereign  as  their  lord  paramoaint.  He  is 
perfonally  acquainted  with  the  reigning  Empef- 
ror,  and  the  5»/i,  or  Great  Saint^  whofe  fpi- 
rituai  power  extends  indifcrimii^ately  to  all 
the  Mahometans  of  the  defert,  and  to  whom 

they 


they  pay  uabounded  refpeâ:  and  deference. 
Letters  of  recommeodation  from  thefe  two 
great  perfonages,  which  he  is  fure  of  ob» 
tainingy  would  infure  the  (afety  of  his  perfon 
from  Mogador  to  Egypt.  3.  During  his 
ikvciy^  and  ftay  ia  Africa»  M.  Saugnkr  learned 
Arabic  enough  to  fpeak  it  fluently.  4.  He 
has  crofled  on  &)ot  all  that  part  of  the  defert, 
.confined  between  the  Niger  and  Cape  Nua  ; 
.and  itnce  that  time  has  never  been  on  horfe« 
àsàck  or  id  a  carriage,  as  much  frpim  tafte  ^ 
.through  ^oaomy.  He  cannot  therefor:e  dread 
iatigue,  of  whatever  kind  it  be. 

It  would  not  be  extremely  difficult  to  n^ 
move  the  £fth  obftacle,  in  a  country  where 
there  are  as  many  camels  ias  inhabitaQts.Thus 
the  imaU  number  of  inûrqmeats  indiipeofably 
itecéûary  to  take  altitudes^  anddraw  planj^, 
might  be  ^iUy  conveyed  Q^  itbe  backs  of  the& 
.^mimais* 

If  a  very  fcrupulous  >re^ard  .be  not  had  to 

the  fixth  article»  M.  Saiigmer  flatters  himiçlf 

he  ihould  be  abl«  to  juâify  the  coafidençp 

that 
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that  might  be  repofed  in  him.Origkially  iatend^ 
ed  for  the  church ,  he  received  a  tolerably  good 
education  ;  and  having  (ince  his  return  aifidtt- 
oafly  ftudied  whatever  might  be  nfeful  to  him 
in  fuch  a  journey,  hq  would  be  capable  of 
making  good  obfervations  in  almoft  all  the  ef^ 
icntial  matters  that  regard  a  travell^. 

No  appreheniion  need  be  entertained  ae  to 
the  lail  article  y  for  the  expence  is  next  to 
nothing  in  a  country  where  one  goes  almoft 
naked,  and  where  there  are  no  other  means 
of  travelling  but  with  the  caravans,  among 
people  who  have  not  even  an  idea  of  luxury, 
and  who  confine  the  neceflaries  of  life  with- 
in very  narrow  bounds.  Thirty  thoufand 
livres  at  moft,  would  fuffice  for  an  expedition 
of  about  four  years,  which  M.  Saugnier 
would  undertake  with  a  friend,  who,  having 
been  his  companion  in  ilavery,  is  as  much  ac- 
cuftomed  to  fatigue  as  himfelf.  The  only 
recompcnce  he  would  aik,  would  be  a  penfion 
of  a  thoufand  crowns,  ihould  he  be  fortunate 

enough 


•  •• 


vin  PAEFACE. 

•    •  •     . 

enough  to  return  from  fo  dangerous  an  isnter- 
prize.  .  --♦ 

The  plan  propofed  is,  to  go  Co  Morocco,  there 
to  procure*  the  neceffafy  rccommendâtions, 
and  theii  to  proceed  to  Senegal,  and  from 
thence  to  Tombut,  up  the  ftreani  of  the  Ni- 
ger  ;  from  that  city  M.  Saugnier  could  under- 
take one  or  other  of  two  journies  which  have 
never  been  attempted  by  any  European,  and 
which, would  afford  information  abfolutely 
novel,  concerning  nations  whofc  very  exift- 
ence  is  unknown  to  us.  The  firft  would  be 
to  repair  from  Tombut  to  Abyffinia,  either  by 
travelling  through  Bilidulgerid,  Qr  by  vifiting 
and  afcertaining  the  fource  of  the  Nigpr,  as 
Mr.  Bruce  did  that  of  the  Nile  ;  the  fécond 
would  be  to  go  from  Tombut  to  Mofambique, 
after  having  paffed  through  the  very  heart  of 
Africa.  Perhaps  it  would  be  poffible  to  efta- 
blifli  a  regular  trade  from  that  coàft  to  Sene- 
gal, and  to  make  immenfe  gain  in  thofe  vaft 
countries  where  gold  is  the  moft  abundant 

produ6lion  of  the  earth, 
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TO  SENEGAL. 

^■TIHE  defire  of  recolleaing  my  paft  mis- 
JL  fortunes,  and  the  various  fituations  into 
which  the  circumftances  of  my  life  have  led 
mc,  joined  to  the  folicitâtiûns  of  feveral  of 
my  Mends,  who,  having  interefted  them- 
felves  in  my  diftrefs,  were  defirous  of  being 
more  particularly  acquainted  with  the  cuf- 
toms  of  the  people  I  lived  among,  have  made 
me  take  the  refolution  of  drawing  up  memoirs 
of  the  events  of  my  life.  It  will  not  be  diffi.- 
cult  to  judge  of  the  impoflibiUtjj^labour  un- 
der of  fully  anfwering  the  expe£tations  of 
thofe  who  fhall  read  this  work,  if  they  will 
but  deign  to  confider  that  feveral  years  at 

B  lead 
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leaft  of  flay  and  ftudy  are  neceflary  to  know 
all  the  cuftoms  of  a  people    A  flave  in  one 
country,  and  a  traveller  concerned  in  trade 
in  another,  I  remained  there  but  a  fhort  time^ 
in  the  utter  want  of  every  thing  necefl&ry  to 
make  juft  obfervations.     I  only  fpeak  then  of 
what'  I  have  feen  and  done,  without  affirm- 
ing that  the  fame  cuftoms  prevail  all  over  the 
country.     If  I  have  not  the  fatisfaâion  of  an- 
fwering  the  expeftations  of  thofe  who  (hall 
read  thefe  memoirs,  I  Ihall  have  at  leaft  the 
certitude  of  advancing  nothing  but  what  is 
true,  in  fpite  of  the  teftimony  of  feveral  cele- 
brated writers,  who  have  inculcated  falfe  no- 
tions in  their  accounts  of  Senegal  and  the 
Neighbouring  places  ;  no  doubt  becaufe  they 
had  not  an  opportunity  of  travelling  through 
the  country  themfelves. 

By  the  time  I  had  completed  my  ftudies,  I 
had  attained  the  age  of  twenty-one.  Having 
no  turn  for  the  ecclefiaftical  profeffion,  I  was 
exceedingly  puzzled  to  know  what  line  of 
life  I  fliould  purfue.  This  was  at  the  time 
my  parents  were  endeavouring  to  fettle  one 
of  my  brothers,  who  bought  a  grocer's  ftock 
in  trade  at  a  very  eafy  rate.  I  ftaid  with  him 
on  condition  of  paying  my  board,   worked 

hard^ 
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hard,  and  after  a  year's  apprelltideihip/  found 
hiyfelf  capable  of  earning  wages  in  other 
(hops  at  Paris;  I  pafled  feven  years  with  dif* 
fcrent  grocers. 

Without  fortune  to  fettle  in  the  world,  the 
circumftances  df  my  parents  having  fuffered 
from  their  eafinefs  in  regard  to  my  brother, 
who  had  not  fuccëeded  in  trade,  and  reduced 
to  the  nsceflity  either  of  embracing  the  eccle* 
iiailical  profteffioti,  or  of  remaining  a  long 
time  ihopman,  I  tame  to  the  refolution  of 
trying  my  fortune  in  the  colonies,  as  foon  as 
à  favourable  opportunity  fhould  prefent  itfelf. 
It  offered  ibon,  and  I  icon  found  two  bra* 
thers  of  my  oWn. country,  who  had  projeded 
fettling  at  Senegal. 

The  manner  in  which  they  announced  their 
defign  to  me,  the  fair  idea  they  had  formed 
of  the  mofl  deteflable  country  in  the  univeffe, 
Whicih  they  only  knew  from  the  falfe  repre- 
fentations  of  Meffrs.  Adanfon  and  Dumanet, 
•the  little  hope  I  entertained  of  fettling  in  the 
World  in  a  manner  fuitable  to  the  condition  of 
my  family,  the  love  of  novelty,  the  flatter- 
ing hope  of  making  a  rapid  and  brilliant  for« 
tune,  my  want  of  experience,  my  diflike  to 
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my  bufiiicfs,  every  thing  in  (hort  concurred 
to  make  me  join  them  in  their  Schemes. 

I  was  in  want  of  money  for  the  vojrage. 
Had  r  made  known  my  intention  to  my  pa-» 
rents  it  would  have  been  the  fureft  means 
of  obtaining  nothing  ;  I  was  therefore  obliged 
todiflemble,  and  entered  into  treaty  for  a 
grocer's  flock  in  trade.  My  family  thought 
the  matter  certain,  and  advanced  the  firft 
iiimd  neceflary  for  my  pretended  enterprife^ 
This  was  the  only  money  I  could  obtain. 
More  bad  indeed  been  promiied  me,  but  one 
of  toy  brothers,  a  priefl  of  the  community  of 
St.  Medard^  and  my  fecrct  enemy,  becaufe  I 
did  not  (hew  him  that  refpe£b,  which,  in  his 
quality  of  prieil,  he  fkid,  he  had  a  right  to  ex- 
a£t,  difcovered  a  part  of  my  deiigns.  He 
gave  information  to  my  parents,  and,  while 
thinking  to  hurt  me,  really  did  me  a  fervice, 
for  I  was  refufed  what  had  at  firft  been  pro- 
miied me  to  complete  my  cftablifhment. 

Notwithftanding  a  difappointment  fo  preju- 
dicial to  my  hopes,  my  two  countrymen 
eameftly  excited  me  to  purfue  my  proje£t. 
They  were  deftitute  of  fortune,  and  were 
widiout  money  for  the  firft  expenfes  of  the 

voyage  ; 
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v<yytge  ;  they  knew  that  I  underftood  the 
coounerce  of  drugs  and  grocery,  as  well  as 
diitillation,  and  hoped  that  my  knowledge 
would  fill  up  the  void  left  in  our  defigns  by 
the  ftnallnefs  of  my  ftock  of  money.  The 
name  of  thefe  young  men  was  Floquet  ;  they 
were  fbns  of  a  tanner,  of  WaiUy  in  Picardy, 
and  died  both  of  them  in  Senegal. 

The  Marquis  de  Beccaria,  of  a  Swifs  fa- 
mily, £econd  captain  of  the  African  battalion, 
was  waiting  at  Nantz,  to  embark  on  board 
the  Catherine,  a  (hip  belonging  to  M.  Aubry 
de  la  FofTe,  the  head  of  a  commercial  houie 
in  Senegal.  This  officer  made  a  verbal  agree- 
ment for  our  pai&ge  with  M.  Aubry,  at  the 
rate  of  three  hundred  livres  each  ;  and  as 
ibon  as  the  ihip  was  ready  to  fail  we  fet  off 
for  Nanta.  We  were  hardly  arrived,  when 
the  elder  of  my  travelling  companions  repaired 
to  the  houfe  of  M.  Aubry,  who  eafily  per» 
ceived  that  it  was  our  intention  to  fettle  at 
Senegal  ;  he  was  confequently  afraid  of  a 
competition  in  the  colony,  prejudicial  to  the 
interefts  of  his  houfe,  a  reafon  which  mduced 
him  to  aik  a  thoufand  livres  for  the  pafiage 
o£  each  of  us,  without  permitting  us  to  take 
an/  thing  on  board  but  our  trunks. 

B  3  Conditions 
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Conditions  fo  hard,  and  fo  little  expeâedf 
made  us  adopt  another  mode  of  proceeding* 
We  ftaid  about  a  fortnight  at  Nantz^  without 
well  knowinsr  on  what  tq  determine  ;  but 
having  at  length  learned  that  (hips  were  fre^* 
queQtlj  fitted  put  at  Bourdeaux  for  Senegal^ 
^e  repaired  thither  iii  hopes  of  being  niore 
favourably  treated.  We  travelle4  on  fopt, 
ierving  as  an  efcort  to  the  carriages  loaded 
with  our  mi^rchandife  and  baggage.  At  Rp« 
chellc  we  ihipped  them  on  board  a  Bourdeaux 
hoy,  and  continued  our  journey  by  land. 
We  were  fo  totally  unacquainted  with  the 
dangers  of  the  fea,  that  we  did  not  even  tal^e 
the  precaution  of  having  our  eâeâs  infured^ 
and  paiTed  three  weeks  at  Bourdeaux  in  the 
greateft  uneafincfs.  At  length  the  whole 
arrived,  to  our  great  fatisfaâion,  for  we  had 
not  a  change  of  cloaths,  and  had  nearly 
reached  the  bottom  of  our  purfe. 

The  next  day  we  went  to  the  exchange  to 
introduce  ourfelves  to  the  merchants,  and 
there  we  learned  the  arrival  of  the  Count  de 
Repefitigny,  brigadier  of  the  King's  armies, 
formerly  colonel  of  the  regimen t. of  Guada* 
loupe,  and  fmcc  appointed  governor  of  the 
French  poileiiions  in  Africa.    We  went  to 

fee 
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fee  him.  .That  worthy  officer  approved  our 
intentions,  promifed  us  his  fupport,  and  fa- 
cilitated the  pafTage  of  my  two  friends  on 
board  the  King's  veflcl  the  Bayonnoife^  fitted 
out  to  convey  him  to  his  government,  and 
commanded  by  the  Marquis  de  la  JaiUe.  To 
aik  a  place  for  a  third  paflenger  would  have 
been  an  impofition  on  the  complaifance  of  the 
latter  gentleman.  I  therefore  waited  on  M» 
Lanafpeze,  who  was  fitting  out  at  the  fame 
moment  to  carry  provifions  and  warlike  ftores 
to  Senegal.  He  had  already  three  paiifengeri 
on  the  King's  account,  and  could  not  receive 
me  on  board  for  want  of  room.  I  was  on  the 
point  of  returning  to  Pari^,  and  of  abandoning 
my  enterprize,  when  the  Chevalier  de  Fref- 
nel,  a  gentleman  of  Picardy,  received  orders 
to  remain  in  France.  His  vacant  place  on 
board  the  Deux  Amies  procured  me  the  la« 
mentable  advantage  of  embarkip^  with  a  part 
pf  my  venture. 

I  wçnt  on  board  the  1 9th  of  December, 
y  783.  The  fhip  was  of  about  three  hundred 
tons  burthen,  was  Dutch  built,  aqd  ço|n*^ 
fnanded  by  Captain  Carfin. 

We  were  detained  ten  days  in  the  river  by 
coptrary  winds  ;   the  eleventh  we  failed  in 

B  ^  company 
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c(»npai}y  with  the  Bayonnoiiè»  hut  loft  fight 
of  her  in  the  dufk  of  the  evening.  On  our 
approach  to  Cape  Finifterre  we  met  with  tcr-i 
rible  gales  of  wind,  which  obliged  us  to  lajr 
too  for  five  fucceffive  day§.  There  was  9  taU( 
on  board  of  putting  into  ibme  neighbouring 

port,  hut  the  \vind  haying  abated  yrc  sigs^A 
made  &iL 

Tlie  night  of  the  7th  of  Januaiy,  1784» 
the  captain,  worn  out  with  fatigue,  and  fee<» 
ing  that  we  fteered  our  courfe,  and  that  the 
weather  was  to  be  depended  upon,  left  the 
care  of  hi$  watch  to  his  liçutenant^  a  young 
man  who  owed  his  appcûatment  to  hi;;  in- 
teceft,  and  of  the  ç3(,tent  of  wl^fç  at)iU(iesi 
he  was  ignorant. 

The   giddy  yquth,  who  had  as  yet  only 

m 

ferved  two  years  oq  bosurd  the  K^ing^s  ihip« 
dazzled  with  the  idea  of  commanding  a 
watch,  let  the  h^Unffnan  fteer  as  he  pleafed. 
The  captain,  ^wakened  by  a  ihock  the  fhip^ 
received,  ran  upo^  deck,  faw  where  the  mif- 
chief  arofe,  and  remedied  it  with  admirably 
preience  of  mind.  The  weather  was  ftiU  fine, 
every  thing  was  repaired  as  well  as  circum- 
ftances  would  admit,  and  we  continued  our 
courfe  without  any  appearance  of  danger* 

The 
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The  captain  was  every  day  at  great  pains  to 
inftruâ  his  lieutenant  ;.  and  notwithflanding 
he  knew  his  inexperience^  yet  either  wifhiiig 
to  improve  him  at  all  hazards,  or  thinking 
we  had  no  longer  any  danger  to  run,  or  a6tu*- 
ated  by  fbme  other  motive,  it  was  never  poC- 
fible  to  divine,  he  flill  left  him  in  the  care  of 
his  watch. 

On  the  night  of  the  14th,  the  mate,  who 
was  the  owner's  fon,  taking  the  lieutenantV 
watch,  perceived  the  land,  we  were  then  at 
moû  at  thrçe  leagues  diftance,  ai)d  running 
for  it  with  the  wind  abaft.  One  hour  later^ 
and  not  a  foul  would  have  been  faved.  The 
lofty  mouttfains  which  prefented  themfelves 
to  our  view,  were  taken  by  all  the  crew  for 
Mogadore,  where  there  are  none  at  air:  fatal 
experience  however  made  us  but  too  certain 
that  they  were,thofe  of  IFe/  de  Non» 

This  new  fault  of  the  lieutenant,  who  took 
no  notice  of  his  feeing  the  land,  did  not  open 
the  captain*8  eyes  as  to  the  danger  to  which 
he  cxpofed  us  all,  by  intrufting  him  with  the 
care  of  the  watch.  The  crew  began  to  mur- 
mur, and  feveral  failors,  no  ftrangers  to  thofe 
fcas,  {aid  plainly  that  we  were  running  to  our 
ruin,  as  indeed  it  happened  on  the  1 7th  of 

January, 
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January,  at  four  o'clock  in  the  morning,  jaft 
after  the  lieutenant's  watch  had  been  relieved^ 
without  any  one's  having  feen  the  land. 

Every  experienced  captain  knows  that  the 
currents  always  fet  towards  the  Coaft  of 
Africa,  that  there  are  long  banks  of  fand 
which  run  a  great  way  out  to  fea,  that  in  the 
morning  and  evening  it  is  difficult  to  diftin* 
guifli  them  from  the  water  ;  that  in  (hort,  in 
many  places,  it  is  impoffible  to  fee  the  land 
at  the  diftance  of  three  leagues  ;  thefè  reaibns 
^find  the  buUt  of  the  ihip,  owing  to  which  (he 
neceflarily  made  more  lee- way  thati  French 
veflels  fhould  have,  induced  us  to  keep  fur- 
ther out,  efpecially  as  we  hs^d  made  thç  land 
only  two  days  before. 

The  terrible  (hock  occafioned  by  our  ftrik- 
ing  on  the  fand-bank,  brought  us  all  out  of 
our  cabins.  Nothing  could  be  diftinguifhed, 
horrible  cries  were  heard  on  every  fide,  and 
the  failors  ran  about  the  deck,  without  know- 
ing whither  they  were  going.  One  laid  hold 
of  a  hen-coop,  and  another  of  the  rigging, 
while  the  fea  broke  entirely  over  us  ;  the 
darknefs  of  the  night,  the  dreadful  roaring 
of  the  waves,  our  officers'  ignorance  of  the 
place  where  they  had  run  the  (hip  aground, 

and 
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pnd  death  before  our  eyes,  every  thing  ia 
^ort  robbed  us  of  our  recoUeâion,  and  drove 
ps  to  defpair. 

Our  fhip,  however,  being  Dutch  built, 
made  very  little  water,  and  it  would  have  been 
paSy  to  let  go  an  anchor,  to  lighten,  and  to  fet 
her  afloat,  but  nobody  thought  of  fo  iimple 
^B  expedient,  which  would  have  favcd  us  alL 
We  refigned  ourfelves  to  the  will  of  the  Su- 
preme Being,  and  waited  for  day,  without 
coming  to  any  refolution. 

About  half  after  five  the  Ihijp,  beat  by  the 
breakers,  which  followed  one  another  incef- 
fantly,  made  a  great  deal  of  water,  and  the 
danger  appeared  more  urgent.  The  boat- 
fwain  perceiving  that  (he  continued  upright^ 
and  wiihing  to  keep  her  in  that  pofition,  cut 
away  the  mails,  we  then  laboured  to  lighten 
the  velTel,  that  (he  might  drive  nearer  and 
nearer  to  the  Ihore. 

About  {cvtn  p*clock  the  captain  put  a  flop 
to  all  work  that  we  might  come  to  fbme  kind 
of  refolution  in  fuch  unfortunate  circum« 
ilances.  Nobody  knew  where  we  were. 
Some  afierted  that  we  were  aihore  on  one  of 
the  Canary  Iflands,  and  others  on  the  Coaft 
of  Africa.    Being  recovered  however  from 

our 
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our  firft  fright,  our  whole  attention  was 
turned  to  the  fafeft  means  of  reaching  the  land, 
whatever  it  might  be. 

We  were  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  league 
from  it,  nor  could  we  diftinguifli  any  thing 
on  the  fliore  ;  this  however  did  not  prevent 
M.  Decham,  the  mafter^s  mate,  a  native  of 
Bourdeaux,  only  nineteen  years  old,  but  of  a 
bold  and  intrepid  difpofition,  from  leaping 
into  the  fea.  He  tied  the  *  deepfea-line  round 
his  waift,  that  it  might  fervc  him  to  tow  a 
fomewhat  thicker  rope  aihore,  that  would 
have  been  a  great  aiSftance  to  us,  in  cafe  of 
the  fhip's  going  to  pieces. 

The  rocks  among  which  this  young  man 
was  obliged  to  fwim,  made  him  let  go  the 
line  ;  fo  that  his  courage  was  of  no  ufe  to  us« 
Overcome  with  fhtigue  and  cold,  he  (heltered 
htmfelf  from  the  wind  in  a  caik  that  the  fea 
had  already  carried  to  the  beach. 

Scarcely  was  he  in  it,  when  we  faw  ^ 
animal  running  along  the  iea-fide,  which  our 
fear  transformed  into  a  tiger  ;  it  was  a  dog, 
belonging  to  fome  Moors,  who  foon  after 
made  their  appearance.    The  people  known 

*  Line  for  founding  in  deep  water. 

in 
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in  Europe  by  the  general  name  of  Moors, 
compofe  however  lèverai  '  nations  ;  thofe 
whom  we  perceived  arc  the  defcendants  of 
the  wandering  Arabs,  and  of  the  Portugefe 
fugitives,  who  took  refuge  in  Zaara  when 
the  fherifs  made  themfelves  mailers  of  the 
three  kingdoms  of  Barbary  ;  they  are  known 
in  Africa  by  the  general  appellation  of  Nar. 
Thofe  who  occupy  the  country  where  we 
were  wrecked,  are  called  Mongcarts  :  they 
are  only  governed  by  chiefs  of  hordes,  and 
acknowledge  no  fovereign  but  the  Emperor 
of  Morocco,,  to  whom  however  they  pay  no 
tribute,  and  whofe  very  laws  they  do  not 
obfcrve  ;  thofe  who  inhabit  the  country  to- 
wards Cape  BlancOj  and  on  the  banks  of  the 
Niger,  are  known  by  feveral  names,  and  have 
their  own  princes  ;  the  moft  confiderable  are 
the  King  of  the  Blacnars*,  and  the  King  of 
the  Trafnarsf* 

Thefe  people  are  miferably  poor,  deftitute 
of  every  thing,  and  live  only  upon  what  they 
can  find  or  ileal.  The  earth  they  inhabit 
not  fupplying  their  >yants,  they  eagerly  ieize 

*  Jn  1786  the  name  of  the  reigning  king  was  Halicon. 
t  Hii  name  was  Admet -Mpfbr» 

every 
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every  thing  that  feems  likely  to  fatisfy  therHi 
They  came  running  down  in  crowds  to  the 
fea-iide,  and  bellowing  in  the  mofl  dreadful 
manner* 

On  hearing  their  cries  the  wretched  De* 
cham  left  his  calk,  and  throwing  himfelf  into 
the  Tea,  attempted  to  fwim  back  to  the  fhip } 
but  he  was  foon  flopped  by  the  Moors,  who 
leaped  in  after  him.  They  dragged  him  to 
the  beach,  flripped  him  of  his  fhirt,  and  led 
him  to  the  top  of  the  hill.  Standing  all  on  the 
fore  part  of  the  fhip,  we  flretched  out  out 
arms  towards  them,  and  implored  their  mercy, 
as  if  they  could  have  heard  us*  Our  weak 
voices  did  not  reach  them,  nor  did  they  even 
feem  to  pay  attention  to  our  geflures.  By 
the  help  of  our  glaffes  we  faw  them  make  a 
hole  in  the  fand,  put  the  wretched  Dechahi 
in  it,  and  cover  him  entirely. 

Two  men  guarded  him,  and  the  others  fc-^ 
turned  to  the  beach  ;  part  of  them  leaping 
into  the  fea,  and  fwimming  towards  the  vef-- 
fel,  while  the  refl  were  employed  in  picking 
\tp  the  fragments  of  the  cafks  we  had  thrown 
over-board.  They  then  kindled  them^  rani 
to  fetch  Decham,  carried  him  between  four, 
and  expofed   him  to  the   fire.      Sometimcsi 

they 
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they  fufpcuded  him  by  the  feet,  fometimes 
they  held  him  tranrverfely,  and  handed  him 
from  one  to  another.  New  mountaineers 
coming  down  took  the  place  of  the  firft,  who 
began  to  dance  round  the  fire  with  horrid 
cries.  At  this  moment  we  gave  him  up  for 
loft,  our  frighted  ÎEnagination  making  us  re^ 
gard  as  the  height  of  inhumanity  in  this 
people^  what  was  no  more  than  the  figns  of 
their  pity  and  fenfibilit  jr» 

Our  iatlors,  little  accuftomed  to  a  fight  of 
this  nature,  fancied  they  had  killed  and  eaten 
him  ; .  feveral  even  affirmed  that  they  had 
ittssL  him  torn  to  pieces.  It  was  in  vain  we 
told  them  that  no  cannibals  >çxifted  on  thofe 
coafts,  nothing  could  make  them  change 
their  idea* 

Neither  the  orders  of  the  officers,  nor  of 
the  captain  bimfelf,  wore  any  longer  liftened 
to.  They  imagined  that  the  favages  would 
be  bold  enough  to  come  on  board,  and  were 
determined,  they  faid,  to  fight  to  the  laft: 
extremity. 

Finding  that  no  reaibns  could  prevail  upon 
the  crew  to  lighten  the  vèfTel,  which  the 
waves  drove  towards  the  coaft,  I  went  upon 
deck,  offering  money  to  any  body  that  would 

take 
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take  it.  A  bag  of  twelve  hundred  livres,  that 
I  had  received  from  M,  Follie,  was  emptied 
ia  a  moment*  Although  they  were  cer^ 
tarn  that  if  they  favcd  their  lives,  this  money 
would  be  of  no  ufe  to  chem^  yet  it  ferved  to 
draw  them  but  of  the  kind  of  kthargy  into 
which  they  were  funk.  A  part  of  them  bu- 
£ed  themfehres  again  in  lightning  the  vtSeU 
while  the  others  put  the  arms  in  order.  They 
were  fcarcely  prepared,  when  the  captain  or-* 
dered  every  body  to  leave  off  work.  His  defign 
was  to  repair  to  the  beach  ^in  parties,  well* 
armed. 

Two .  fwivels  loaded  with  langridge  (hot 
were  put  into  the  barge  ;  we  hoified  it  out  by 
main  ïlrength^  and  four  bailors  got  into  it, 
fully  refblved  to  make  a  defperate  de&nce.We 
were  perfuaded  that  theic  people  feeing  them 
armed,  would  not  dare  to  attack  them  ; 
we  thought  befides  that  our  fwivels  were  more 
than  fuificient  to  keep  them  off;  luckily  how-f 
ever  our  projeél  proved  ineâeâual.  Our 
Bueafures  had  been  ill  taken,  the  barge  over- 
jfet,  and  our  people  were  fortunate  enough  to 
get  on  board  again,  by  the  help  of  ropes  we 
ioftantly  threw  out. 

This  event  did  not  make  us  abandon  our 

idea  ; 
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idea;  the  longboat  remained,   and  we  re- 
folved  to  make  ufe  of  it  to  execute  the  fame 
prehear.  Working  with  the  greatcft  ardour  to 
get  it  over  the  fide,  w^exhaufted  ourflrength, 
and  were  obliged  to  take  fome  refrefliment. 
This  was  what  faved  us.     Refleôion  made 
us  perceive  the  danger,  to  which  wç  were  fo 
wantonly  expofing  ourfelves.     The  idea  of 
laying  a^  deck  over  the  long-boat,  came  into 
the  head  of  one  of  us.  and  we  believed  it  to 
beofeafy-  ëxebution.     Qur  captain  thinking  , 
we  were  wrecked  up6n  Cape  Non,  hoped  by 
thefe  means  to  reach    the  Canary  lilands. 
Others  faid  it  would  be  eafiisr  to  reach  Sene- 
gal, ott  account  of  the  winds  that  prevail  in 
thofe  latitudes.     This  latter  opinion  was  the  . 
beft,  and  would  have  been  followed.     We  fet 
to  work,   but  without  fuccefs,  being  only 
able  to  nail  on  a  few  planks.     After  infinite 
pains  in  hoifting  oiit  the  boat,   we  moored  it 
alongfide  with  ftout  ropes,   for  fear  it  Ihould 
meet  with  the  fame  fate  as  our  barge.     We 
then  put  on  board  provifions,  money,  arms, 
and  our  moft  valuable  efFefts ;  but  however- 
wiiicly  our  ïneafures  were  taken,  we  were 
once  more  difappointed  in  our  hopes* 

C  The 
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The  feâ  ran  fo  high  that  we  were  obliged 
to  get  out  again.  It  was  with  great  l^^et 
that  we  left  our  long-boat.  Soon  after  one 
of  the  ropes  by  which  it.  wad  moored  breaks 
ing)  it  da(hed  violently  agatnft  the  ihip^s  fide* 
In  fpite  of  the  danger  it  was  moored  anew  ; 
but  as  it  was  all  over  leaks,  and  as  it  was  im- 

a 

pôflible  to  hoift  it  in,  we  were  reduced  to 
thfe  fâd  neceffity  of  letting  it  go  altogether* 

It  was  hardly  upon  the  beach  when  the 
Moors  came  down.  They  laid  hands  on 
every  thing  it  contained,  hauled  it  over  the 
farid  by  main  flrength,  and  fet  it  on  fire^ 
This  aûion  appeared  as  cruel  to  us  as  what 
^e  thought  they  had  done  to  our  wretched 
fellow  in  misfortune.  Ignorant  of  their  laws 
and  cuftoms,  we  only  judged  erf*  their  aéUons 
by  what  otir  afloniihed  imagination  led  us  to 
believe.  We  did  not  know  that  thdfe  pe(^)le 
are  bound  to  deftroy  whatever  their  habits  o£ 
life  render  of  no  ufe.  Simple  as  it  was,  this 
zQxon  converted  our  courage  into  deipon« 
dcncy. 

Our  ihîp  advanced  but  little,  and  fuffered 
perceptibly  from  the  fea.  She  beat  towaixfo 
the  middle,,  the  deck  was  loofened,  and  at 
•    -^-  every 
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every  wave  that  came  we  thought  ihe  would 
have  parted*  On  the  other  hand,  the  danger 
to  which  we  imagined  we  (hould  expofe 
ourfelves,  even  if  we  had  the  good  fortune 
to  reach  the  (hore,  feemed  ftill  more  terrible. 
Our  fpirits  gave  way  to  thefe  refleâions,  and 
defpondency  and  confternation  were  piâured 
in  every  countenance. 

The  cooper,  a  bold  feilow,  and  an  excellent 
fwimmer,  fbon  recalled  us  from  our  fad  re« 
Ûe€donSs  **  Friends/*  faid  he  to  his  fellow 
iailorsy  *^  we  muft  pcrifh  here,  or  fall  intd 
the  hands  of  thofe  people  ;  there  is  no  other 
alternative,  and  my  incertitude  as  to  the  i^te 
that  awaits  me  is  more  dreadful  than  death 
itfelf.  I  am  going  to  fwim  aihore.  Obfcrvé 
well  what  they  do  with  me.^  If  they  dp  not 
kill  me  I  will  make  you  a  (ignal  ;  but  at  all 
events  1  (hall  have  the  confblation  of  dying 
before  you/* 

We  were  all  aftonifhed  at  his  refolution, 
and  nobody  thought  of  (lopping  him.  He 
leaped  into  the  fea  ;  more  than  twenty  Moors 
fwam  to  meet  bin?»  aflifted  him  in  gettmg 
to  the  beach,  ftripped  him  of  his  (hirt,  tex- 
po(ed  him  to  the  fire,  as  they  had  I>echam, 

Ca  danced 
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•danced  round  him,  and  at  laft  conveyed  him 
-out  of  our  fight,^  without  any  of  us  being  able 
to  decide  whether  they  had  killed  him  or 
faved  his  life. 

The  captain,  who  to  all  appearance  had  ftill 
prefer ved  his  recolleâ:ion,  now  loft  all  prc- 
lence  of  mind.  He  believed  he  had  feen  him 
torn  to  pieces,  and  no  longer  thought  of  any 
thing  but  the  readieft  way  to  die.  His  defign 
was  to  blow  up  the  fhip,  and  feveral  thouland 
weight  of  powder  in  the  magazine  rendered  it 
of  eafy  execution.  He  fent  for  us  all  upon 
deck,  and  exhorted  us  to  meet  our  fate  :  not 
wifliing  however  to  die  without  revenge,  he 
made  preparations  for  firing  upop  the  multi* 
tude  th^t  covered  the  beach.  To  dr^w  them 
thither  in  greater  numbers,  vand  to  be  fureof 

m 

doing  greater  execution.  We  threw  every 
thing  of  the  moft  value  \pto  the  fea.  He  was 
deceived  in  his  expeftation,  for  the  Moors, 
informed  by  our  two  fellow-fufferers  that  we 
were  Frenchmen,  and  remembering  the  lois 
they  had  met  with  at  the  wreck  of  two  Ihips 
of  the  fame  nation,  fufpeftcd  a  part  of  the 
plot  that  was  laid  againft  them.  They  re- 
tired from  the  beach  without  attending  to 

the 
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the  objeéls  the  fea  carried  thither,  kindled^ 
great  fires  upon  the  top  of  the  hill,  and  gave^ 
way  to  all  the  emotions  of  joy  the  fight  of  fo. 
rich  a  prize  excited  in  their  hearts, 

Fruftrated  in  his  hopes,  and  unwilling  to. 
£dl  alive  into  the  hands  of  the  favages,  the 
captain  again  aflembled  the  crew,  and  exhorted 
them  to  blow  up  the  vcffeU     Although  the. 

m 

officers  were  of  the  contrary  opinion,  we 
ihould  all  have  periflied  but  for  the  courage  of 
M.  Bardon,  fécond  lieutenant  of  the  African, 
battalion.  With  his  drawn  fword,  and  feconded 
by  the  officers,  he  threatened  to  cut  down 
the  firft  who  Ihould  dare  approach  the  maga« 
^ine. 

What  a  ftrange  contradiction  is  there  in  the 
minds  of  men,  efpecially  when  in  danger  ! 
They  all  wanted  to  die,  and  yet  there  was 
not  one  bold  enough  to  rufh  upon  the  fword 
ç{  M.  Bardon  !  The  crew  retired  to  the 
fore  part  of  the  (hip,  while  with  M.  Follie,  a 
cabin-boy,  an4  a  landfman,  I  watched  over 
the  co^duâ  of  the  captain ,  who  feemed  tQ 
have  adopted  our  opituon.  He  thanked  us 
for  our  refiftance,  and  begged  us  to  forgive 
the  weaknefs  of  a  moment,    f^xxl  midnight 

C3  hq 
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lie  threw  himfelf  upon  his  bed,  waked  about 
two  o*clock,  came  upon  deck,  and  was  fo 
frighted  at  the  fires  and  dances  of  the  Moors, 
that  he  determined  to  put  an  end  to  his  ex-» 
iftence.  He  took  care  not  to  acquaint  us 
with  his  defign,  lay  down  on  his  bed,  ad- 
dreffed  a  prayer  to  Heaven,  and  leaning  dowri 
his  head,  difcharged  two  piftols  in  his  mouth. 
We  hailed  to  him,  and  thought  him  dead^ 
but  he  had  mifled  the  vital  parts  ;  the  furgcon 
imfiiediately  drefied  his  wounds,  and  he  wa$ 
jM'evented  from  making  a  new  attempt  upoa 
his  life. 

The  horrid  fight  exhibited  by  his  lacerace4 
countenance,  fo  far  from  difcouraging  the 
crew,  only  ferved  to  confirm  eadi  <^  us  in 
our  defign  of  escaping  from  the  wreck  ;  feve« 
ral)  for  fear  the  Moors  fhould  afcribe  his 
wound  to  us  J  prppoied  tying  a  fwivel  roun4 
his  waift,  and  throwing  him  into  the  fea  ; 
but  thi§  barbarous  ad>^tce  was  rejeâed, 

A<  foon  a$  the  day  began  to  dawn,  the 
mate  i^(fêmbled  all  hands  on  deck,  and  we  ftt 
about  making  a  raft,  but  warned  by  the 
kft  evening's  expérience,  we  refolved  to  wait 
èrthe  ebbt  tide. 
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About  eleven  o^cIock)  the  Moors,  no  longer 
perceiving  any  thing  ftir  upon  deck,  caœe 
fwimming  off,  with  the  intention  of  boarding 
Ûyt  veflèL  Direâed  by  their  cries,  we 
threw  out  ropes  to  them,  and  took  them 
aboard.  Without  anfwering,  or  troubling 
themfclves  about  our  queflions,  they  attended 
to  nothing  but  the  plunder,  the  word  Mo« 
rocco  being  the  only  one  we  heard. 

Deprived  of  the  afSftance  we  expelled  from 
their  arrival,  and  in  hafte  to  reach  the  land, 
iiace  they  were  growing  more  numerous 
than  ourielves,  we  got  the  raft  into  the  wa« 
ter  about  two  o^clock.  Only  ten  could  find 
r<X>m  upon  it.  The  violence  of  the  (iirf 
waflied  off  four  of  them,  and  M.  Bardon,  the 
officer  of  the  African  battalion  was  drowned  ; 
fuch  was  the  fad  fate  of  him,  who,  the  even- 
ing before,  had  faved  us  all.  Two  others,  one 
of  whom  was  M.  Follie,  were  feafonably  fuc- 
eoured  by  the  Moors,  whd  jumped  overboard; 
and  cvried  them  ienfelefs  to  the  beach.  The 
mate,  who  was  the  fourth,  returned  to  the 
ûàp^  The  other  (ix,  among  whom  was  the 
ciftaiii,  were  fcarcely  afliore,  when  the 
Moors  conduâed  them  to  an  eminence  where 

C  4  there 
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there  was  a  little  fire,  and  after  having  flrip** 
ped  them,  left  them  there.  No  more  than 
eleven  remained  on  board.  We  began  a  newr 
raft  with  the  greateft  diligence  ;  it  was  foon 
feady,  and  though  of  little  folidity,  afforded 
room  for  five  perfons.  Four  faved  themfelvcs 
without  accident,  the  fifth  was  affiftied  by  a 
Moor,  who  was  on  his  return  with,  what  ha 
had  plundered  in  the  fhip. 

Six  of  us  were  left  behind,  without  the  pof- 
fibility  of  making  another  raft,  the  great 
number  of  Moors  bufied  in  plundering,  ren- 
dering it  impraticable.  We  therefore  refolvcd 
to  avail  ourfelves  of  the  bundles  they  were 
throwing  into  the  fea,  to  hold  fafl  by  them^ 
and  by  thefe  means  to  get  afhore.  I  was  the 
firfl  to  adventure,  and  the  good  fuccefs  I  met 
with  encouraged  the  failors  to  follow  my  ex» 
ample. 

About  fix  o'clock  we  were  all  aflembled  on 
the  hill,  round  a  great  fire.  The  Moors  left 
us  there  half  an  hour,  and  then  having  exa«* 
mined  us,  as  is  cuflomary  with  flaves,  made  us 
all  get  up,  and  conduced  us  about  half  a  league 
up  the  country.  There  they  divided  ;  one 
balf  rçturned  towards  the  beach^  and  we  were 

lefç 
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left  the  fâd  witnefiès  of  the  difputes  o^  the 
reft  to  know  to  whom  we  iliould  belong. 

Seeing  them  ruih  upon  us  with  their  labres 
drawji,  we  did  not  well  know  what  to  think  ; 
WÇ  were  naked  and  unarmed  ;  nor.  had  we  ^s 
yet  perceived  our  two. fellows  in  misfortune, 
who  had  fwam  to  the  (hore  on  the  preceding 
evening.  We  all  believed  the  laft  moments  of 
our  life  at  hand»  and  inftinâively  took  flight» 
with  the  intention  of  preferving  it  a  few  mi- 
nutes longer. 

A  bloody  confliâ  followed  for  the  pofTef- 
fion  of  our  perfons,  all  of  them  attempting 
to  lay  hold  of  us.  Several  of  our  people  were 
defperately  wounded»  and  I  myfelf  had  the 
misfortune  to  be  flopped  by  two  Moors,  al- 
mofl  at  the  fame  inflant.  He  who  had  touched 
me  firfl:  pretended  I  was  bis  ;  fuch  was  the 
law  ;  but  his  adverfary,  too  cruel  to  hear  rea- 
fon,  endeavoured  to  fettle  the  difpute  by  my 
deathi: 

I  parried  the  flab  he  made  at  me,  and  had  . 
only  two  fingers  hurt  by  the  poignard  ;   this 
aétion  cofl  him  his  life  ;   he  was  not  quick 
enough  in  putting  himfelf  on  his  guard  againft 
my  true  nn^r^   who,  having  like  him  his 

dagger 
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dagger  in  his  hand,  laid  him  breathlefs  at  his 
feet. 

The  Moor  to  whofe  lot  I  fell,  then  led  mc 
to  the  place  where  were  his  brothers,  his 
wives,  and  his  (laves.  The  fire  thej.  applied 
to  my  wound,  to  ftanch  the  blood,  flopped, 
at  the  fame  time,  the  progrefs  of  the  poifoiu 
Plants,  dipped  in  turtle^oil,  were  afterwards 
wrapped  round  my  hand,  and  ere  long  I  ex- 
perienced the  moft  perfeâ  cure.    ' 

Let  any  one  figure  to  himfelf,  if  poflible, 
the  fiid  fituation  of  a  man,  who,  having  never 
been  accuftomied  to  travel,  found  himfelf  fiid* 
denly  ftripped  of  his  cloaths,  dying  of  hunger, 
and  furrounded  by  barbarians,  whom  he  look* 
edupon  as  his  executioners.  Death,  which 
at  the  momoit  of  our  ihipwreck  was  pifhired 
in  my  imagination  in  the  moft  dreadful  oo<» 
lours,  no  longer  wore  fo  frightful  an  appear^ 
ance.  Although  I  was  reiblved  to  bear  every 
thing  to  preferve  my  wretched  exiflence,  I 
looked  on  the  excefs  of  my  fufferings  with  the 
greatôft  indifference.  My  misfortune  was 
too  great  for  me  to  feel  it.  Z  thought  that 
every  moment  was  to  be  the  laâ:  of  my  life^ 
Refigned  to  the  Supretne  will,  1  waited  with« 

out 
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out  inquiétude»  for  the  fatal  ftroke,  andcoa^ 
âdered  it  as  the  happy  period  of  my  woes. 

The  difputes  of  the  Moors  about  the  rood, 
trifling  matter  that  excited  their  cupidity^  and 
the  blows  and  ftabs  they  dealt  on  one  another» 
made  me  believe  they  were  facrificing  my 
wretched  fellows  in  misfortune  to  their  fury. 
I  had  feen  two  of  my  countrymen  knocked 
down  by  my  &le;  I  thought  they  had  been 
killed»  and  I  no  longer  gave  any  faith  to  the 
hiftorians  who  have  deicribed  the  manners  of 
fiiefe  people.  I  beUevedthem  to  be  cannibals.  I 
was  feparated  from  my  countrymen  »  I  was 
Surrounded  l^y  a  Icore  or  two  of  Moors,  and 
I  fancied  that  we  had  been  fhared  in  this  man^^ 
ner  to  ferve  for  their  ^mily  repafls.  The 
ilones  brought  to  fupport  the  fire»  the  fag- 
gets,  and  the  fragments  of  caiks  piled  up  near 
the  fpot  where  I  was  detained,  feemed  fo  many 
inflruments  of  the  torments  reierved  for  me. 
In  this  periuaiion  I  once  more  recommended 
my  foul  to  God,  and  when  my  prayer  was 
over,  waited  quietly  for  death,  and  looked  up- 
on what  I  thought  the  preparaticm  for  it 
without  diimay.  My  tranquillity  however 
vas  not  plulofophy,  but  rather  an  entire  con- 
fidence 
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fidence  in  the  mercy  of  the  Divinity.  The 
drefling  put  upon  my  wound  did  not  remove, 
this  fatal  idea. 

The  dances,  and  the  cruel  joy  of  the  women 
who  furrounded  me,  and  plucked  out  my 
hair,  rather  out  of  curioiity  than  a  mifchievous 
defign,  and  who,  without  thinking  of  cover- 
ing me,  rejoiced  at  having  me  among  them, 
all  concurred  to  confirm  me  in  my  opinion. 
It  was  at  length  difpelled,  when  I  beheld 
them  take  a  pleafure  in  feeing  me  drink  the 
milk  that  was  offered  me  about  ten  o'clock  in 
the  evening.  I  pailed  however  a  moft  mife- 
rable  night,  a  prey  to  a  thoufand  heart-break- 
ing refleâions,  ftretched  out  naked  upon  the 
fand,  and  expofed  to  all  the  inclemency  of  the 
air. 

The  Mongearts,  or  Arabs  of  Zaara,  were^ 
the  only  ones  who  happened  to  be  upon: the 
fea-fide  at  the  time,  we  were  wrecked,  but 
they  did  not  enjoy  the  whole  of  our  fpoils.. 
They  were  obliged  to  ihare  them  with  the 
Moors  at  Bilidulgerid,  a  warlike  and  well- 
armed  nation,  known  in  the  couotry  by  the* 
appellation  of  Monfelemincs.  It  was  to  an  Arjib 
of  this  latter  nation. thîit  I  belonged. 

The 
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The  following  da/  our  majGbers  permitted  us 
all  to  afiemble  upon  the  beach.  Such  of  our 
party  as  belonged  to  tlîe  Mongearts  had  been 
treated  with  the  utmqft  humanity.  Some 
had  ikins  to  cover  them,  and  others  apparel 
that  their  mafters  had  plundered  from  the 
wreck.  As  to  thofe  who  belonged  to  the 
Monfelemines,  they  were  all  naked  like  n\y- 
felf,  nor  had  they  been  better  treated. 

This  diverfity  of  manners  in  fuch  neigh- 
bouring nations,  made  me  believe,  that  with- 
out doubt  my  companions  had  been  better 
treated  by  the  Mongearts,  merely  becaufe  that 
people  was  accuftomed  to  fee  Europeans  in 
the  river  of  Senegal,  and  at  Portendie,  and  I 
confbquently  imagined  that  if  I  could  belong 
to  them  I  (hould  certainly  be  carried  to  the 
former  of  thofe  places. 

This  idea,  true  or  falfe,  made  me  form  the 
prcjeâ  of  efcaping,  (hould  it  be  in  my  power, 
from  the  place  where  my  mafter  kept  his 
wives  and  flaves.  The  little  or  no  attention 
that  was  paid  to  me,  induced  me,  about  nine 
in  the  morning,  to  make  for  the  interior  part  of 
the  country,  without  knowing  whither  I  was 
going. 

I  had 
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I  had  hardly  proceed  half  a  league  when  I 
inras  met  by  a  party  of  Moors,  who  made  me 
quicken  my  pace»  aiid  conduâed  me  to  theit 
tents,  where  I  faw  an  abundance  of  goats  and 
camels.  They  gave  me  milk  as  ibon  as  I  ar* 
lived,  and  covered  me  with  feveral  goat-lkins 
fewed  together. 

Although  I  was  much  fatigued,  and  had 
pafied  two  nights  without  fleep,  it  was  in  vain 
to  think  of  rcpofe.  I  was  obliged  to  walk  all 
day  long.  Towards  night  we  flopped,  and  I 
pafied  it  moft  peacefully,  although  expoied  to 
tfie  inclemency  of  the  night-air. 

Scarcely  was  the  fun  rifen,  when  the  camels 

m 

were  again  ready  for  the  route.  A  Moor 
made  me  get  up  behind  him,  and  I  continued 
to  travel  in  this  way  without  knowing  whi- 
ther I  was  going,  having  left  all  the  reft  of 
the  crew  by  the  fea-fide. 

About  three  o^clock  I  arrived  at  other  tents^ 
where  I  refted  from  the  fatigues  of  the  fore- 
going days.  I  ftaid  there  however  only 
two  more,  for  on  the  third,  three  naked,  but 
well-armed  Arabs,  dragged  me  away  in. a 
fouthern  direction.  We  had  croflcd  feveral 
rivers,   when,  after  a  march  of  fixteen  days, 

they 
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th^  ftopped^  without  daring  to  conduâ  me 
anj  furthen 

On  the  6rft  day  my  fooifteps  were  marked 
by  my  blood  ;  but  the  Arabs  having  drawn 
out  the  thorns,  having  fcraped  the  foles  of 
my  feet  with  their  daggers,  and  plaiûered 
them  over  with  tar  and  fand,  I  walked  on 
without  further  pain  cm:  difficulty. 

Their  intention  was  to  fell  me  to  the  fliips 
that  come  to  Senegal,  to  buy  gum,  and  tvttf 
day  they  repeated  to  me  in  Arabick,  Soui  foui 
àu  canntfeine  GaderJàme  ;  which,  as  I  after- 
wards learned,  iignifies,  you  will  foon  be  at 
Senegal.  But  the  war  which  then  raged  be- 
tween the  princes  of  thofe  cantons,  hindered 
them  froin  executmg  their  deiigns. 

We  pafled  three  days  in  a  fbreft  of  gum- 
trees.  The  utter  impoilibility  of  their  felling 
me  at  Senegal  obliging  them  to  return  by  the 
way  they  came,  we  fet  off*  again,  and  after 
thirty  days  <:ontinual  walking,  I  arrived  at 
my  mafter^s  tent*.    He  had  been  long  re* 

*  That  is  to  faf  9  the  way  backwards  and  forwardktook  op 
da]f«,  and  as  thefe  two  journiet  may  be  ooofidered  as 
the  whols  route  was  performed  in  t^rty-four. 

turned 
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turned  from  the  plunder  of  the  fhip,  and  had 
been  obliged  on  account  of  his  flocks  to  re* 
move,  towards  that  part  of  the  defert  that  fe- 
parâtes  the  territory  of  the  Moûfelemines  from 
that  of  the  Mongearts.  My  food  during  this 
laborious  march  confided  of  aothmg  but  milk 
mixed  with  canpicrs  uriae,  and  a  Utile  barley* 
meal  or  millet,  which  they  ftir  up  in  brackiih 
watfcr,  whenever  they  have  the  good  fortune 
fo  meet  with  any. 

It  would  be  impoflible  to  defcribe  all  my 
lufFerings  in  fo  long  a  journey.  I  ftiould  have 
infallibly  funk  under  theni  if  I  bad  not  pof- 
lei&d  a  good.çooftitutiQn,  and  ha<J  I  not  all 
ôiy  life  been  ^ccuftonaed  to  fatigue.  As  often- 
as  they  pronounced  the  word  Gaderdome^: 
though  I  did  cot  underlland  it,  I  felt  my  fatigue 
alleviated.  Their  maimer  of  fpeaking  to  me 
of  that  place  made  me  regard  it  as  the  period 
of  my  misfortunes  ;  but  wh«n  theyjuentioned 
it  no  more,  I  thouglit  >vith  re^on  that  my 
fufferings  would  be  long. 

They  made  me  underftand,  by  (hewing  me 
their  mulkets,  that  they  Ihould  be  killed   if 
they  went  that  way.     The  truth  was,   that: 
they  were  under  no  fuch  apprehenfion,  but 

they 
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dlejr  were  afraid  left  they  Ihould  be  robtcd  of* 
their  prize,  and  did  not  chufe  io  run  the  ri(k 
of  lofing  the  profit  they  hoped  to  derive  from 
the  fale  of  my  perfon. 

In  the  defcrt  very  excellent  land  is  to  be 
met  with,  which,  if  cultivated,  would  douBt- 
lefs  produce  all  the  heceffaries  of  life.  We 
found  there  an  abundance  of  truffles,  that  I 
ate  with  an  high  relifh,  the  Moors,  in  whofe 
company  I  was,  often  procuring  them  for  me. 
Being  accuftomed  to  live  on  milk,  they  con- 
tented themfelves  with  that  of  our  eameh, 
and  chearfully  denied  themfelves  thofe  roots' 
on  my  account.  I  had  no  complaint  to  make 
of  my  conduâors  ;  they  treated  me  with  hu- 
manity, and,  as  far  as  lay  in  their  power,  pro- 
cured me  whatever  feemed  to  pleafe  me  tHe 
moft. 

I  was  fo  fincerely  attached  to  them,  that  it 
was  not  without  regret  I  faw  them  fet  off  the 
day  after  our  arrival  ;  nor  did  I  ever  fee  them 
again.  During  the  journey,  when  we  ftopped 
in  the  evening,  they  went  themfelves  in  queft 
of  wood  fqr  the  night,  and  left  me  to  take  care 
of  the  camels  and  baggage  ;  nay,  very  often, 
wlien  they  perceived  I  was  too  much  fatigued, 

D  they 
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they  I^Ued  two  or  three  boura;  boipra  t^e  i$t- 
ting  of  the  fun. 

The  horc^e  to  which  J  belonged,  iva$  copi- 
pofed  of  fifty-two  tents,  fç^o^xe^imes  all  tpgether^ 
ibmetimes  divided,  accor4in^  as  the  c^yçi^i* 
cnce  of  pafturage  requirçd.  Th[cic  tei^Çs  arc 
Qiade  of  a  black  and  flout  A^^t  ^pvça  of 
goaty  and  earners  hair,  and  about  eigkteçn 
inches  wide  ;  they  are  fewed  together,  and 
t\v^o.  crofs  flicks  fuppprt  the  tent.  AU^  thcyr 
furniture  confifls  of  fome  j(lraw  ropçs  for  their 
cattle»  an  earthen  pçt  to  yarm  d^ir  milk,  çr 
boil,  their  ripeat,  a  ladle,  a^  mat,  a  kijiife,  a  p^l^ç^ 
and  a  gte^t  flope,  w^hijch  ferves  tben;i  3^  a 
hammer  to.  driye  in  the  mns  o^  %h^  tçnt.  Ç<?p* 
tented  in  their  inc^igençç,  and  grangers  to  ar« 
tificial  wants,  tl^e.peoplq  live  in  p^fi^  tiran- 
quillity.  The  men  pafs  their  time  in  hunl;9^ 
and.  keeping,  thdir  flpcl^s,  the  womei^;4n  fpii^« 
ixing,  a^'dreHing,  thdr  vi£lual$.  Bpth  fexes, 
alike  wear  goat-llfins,  of  Qiagnfs)  when  thçy; 
can  eet  Guinea  blues. 

The  6nQry  of  the  men  confifls  in  the  begul  j. 
of  their  arms,  i^ch  as  diiggers,  fabre^,  aadr 
roufkets,.a;çid  in.  a  firing  of  Iprge  white  çhrjjff- 
tal;   as  to  tliat  of  the  AVQixien^  it^  cox^f^fls  i^ 

necklaces 
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necklaces  of  attaber,  coral,  or  glafs  beads  t>f 
every  kind,  in  gold  or  filver  ear-rings,  ao- 
.cordtng  to  the  Wealth  of  the  individual,  'and 
Ilia  very  attlple  pagné^  of  which  one  half  is 
red. 

I  pafled  two  days  without  being  called  upon 
to  do  any  work  ;  on  the  third  they  fent  me; 
to  fetch  wood  for  the  tent.  For  this  purpofe 
an  old  cord  was  given  me,  and  a  child  accom- 
panied  me,  to  (hew  me  the  proper  kind  to 
take. 

AKhough  the  whole  country  is  covered  with 
bûihes,  thefe  people  are  moft  careful  to  pre* 
fcrve  them,  never  touching  a  green  ftick.  It 
very  often  took  me  two  whole  hours  to  feek 
for  dead  wood;  and  when  my  faggot  was 
fufltcfent  for  the  day's  confumption,  I  carried 
it  to  the  tent. 

It  IS  needlefs  to  defcant  on  what  I  fuffered 
from  this  work,  cafy  as  it  may  appear.  I 
pafled  the  whole  day  without  any  thing 
to  cover  me,  and  my  naked  fhoulders,  lace- 
rated by  my  burthen,  ufcd  to  run  down  with 
blood. 

Contented  with  my  punftuality  and  affidu^ 
ity,  iu  furniihing  the  neceflkry  quantity  of 

D  2  wood) 
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wood»  they  next  employed  me  iii  making  bat-* 
ter.  For  this  purpofe  they  put  their  milk  in 
a  goat^s  ikixi,  fufpend  it  on  three  ûieks,  and 
(hake  it  for  about  two  hours.  Such  were  my 
occupations  during  my  flay  in  this  tent. 

My  mafter  having  met  with  an  opportunity 
of  difpoiing  of  me,  I  faw  a  barrel  of  meal,  and 
an  iron  bar  about  nine  feet  long  given  in  ex- 
change for  my  perfon  :  1  do  not  know  whe^ 
ther  the  purchafer  gave  any  thing  elfe* 

The  following  day,  asfoonas  the  fun  arofe, 
we  fet  off^  and  walked  for  nine  fucceiHve 
days*  It  is  the  cuftom  of  all  the  people  of 
Africa  to  begin  their  journey  at  fun-rile,  and 
not  to  ftop  till  it  is  about  to  fet»  In  the  day-^ 
time  they  eat  nothing  but  a  fmall  wild  fruit 
refembling  jujubes^  f  the  jujube-tree)  which 
is  to  be  found  every  where. 

When  we  halted,  I  was  obliged,  like  the 
negro-flaves,  to  go  and  fetch  wood,  to  keep 
us  warm  during  the  night,  and  to  prote£t  us 
from  the  ferpents  and  wild  beafls  that  over- 
run the  country.  A  little  barley- meal,  mixed 
up  with  brackilh  water,  was  then  given  me, 
and  was  my  only  food,  when  we  met  with  no 

te^its  on  our  way. 

All 
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AH  theie  people  are  hofpitable  in  the  higheft 
degree.  When  a  ftranger  arrives  they  greet 
him  with  the  falutation  of  friendihip,  and  of- 
ten deny  themfelves  food,  that  they  may  fup- 
ply  his  wants. 

Scarcely  was  I  arrived  among  the  Moors  in 
rebellion  agahift  the  Emperor  of  Morocco, 
when  I  was  fold.  My  new  mafter  gave  nae 
no  reft,  fending  me  the  very  next  day  to  keep 
his  camels,  the  care  of  the  goats  being  gene- 
rally entruiled  to  children.  I  paiTed  day  after 
day  in  the  midft  of  the  mountains,  entirely 
abandoned  to  my  own  refleâions,  and  totally 
ignorant  c^  the  fate  of  my  fellows  in  misfor- 
tune* 

The  long  journies  I  had  performed  had  left 
me  without  an  idea  of  the  country  I  was  in, 
and  the  hope  of  my  deliverance  began  to  de* 
fert  me*  I  £iw  no  period  to  my  misfortunes  ; 
they  grew  more  and  more  intolerable;  my 
ftrength  perceptibly,  diminiflied,  and  every 
time  I  changed  my  mafter  I  found  myfelf 
worie  treated. 

In  the  evening,  on  my  return  to  the  tent, 
plenty  of  cameFs  milk  was  given  me,  but  the 
qnfrequency  of  my  meals,  and  the  jpooraeis 
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of  this  fare,  would  certaôaly  never  have  &f- 
ficed.  to,  keep  up  my  ilrength,  if  I  hadaoc 
t^ken  care,  during  the  day,  ^o  feek^  £br  tpd^ 
fl,es,  and  ;  other  wild  roots,  which  n^qc;flitjf 
had  made  me  acquainted  with  while  04  tha 
road  with  my  firft  condu^ors. 

I  was  fold  again,  my  health  being  .aircody 
impaired,  and  was  condu^d  hj^  .nj(y.  new 
I9ciaâer  ta  his  tent,  where  I  did  not  re»asii 
long.  Poorer  than  are  the  generality  ^.pefifh 
of  that  country,  he  carried*  a>e  to  a  Q;eighbotf r-» 
ing  market.,  to  endeavour  to  make  ibmei  pro-» 
fit  by  my  pwfon.  He  theye  mçt  withasi^ 
Arab,  whp  bought  me  for  twp  yovtPg:  c^m^% 
and  fold  me  at  the  market  the  day  after. .  He 
received  n>eney  in  ejtchangp,,  how'  tmic\x  I 
j^iow  not  ;  ail  1  know,  is  tbaJt.he  fet  offihigbly 
iatisfiedy.  fince  he  gavc^  me  ^houfc  two  pounda 
of  date»,  and  a  fmall  piece  of  filVer  »o»ey 
that  I  have  kept  to  this  day. 

Throughout  Za»ra  trade  iis  onJy  cacriedi  on 
by  barter.  It  was  in  this  place  that  I  &w 
money  for  the  firft  time.  The  fight  of  it.f^c^ 
vived  my  hopes,  for  L  thought  wît^airearfbn 
that.I  was  not:  far  from  a  civilized  ââtew  The 
Variety  I  ol^Teived  in  commerce.  mdde:ine:iiiiap» 

ginc 
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gîneihât  il  would  riôt  bc  long  before  1  ffioùld 
find  the  meanâ  of  alienating  my  dîftrefs,  I 
eottcdved  the  hopt  of  lending  infornriattoh  ot 
my  wf etched  fate  to  ifty  faoiily  î  i  èxpefted  my 
dëliir£r^cè  fràrd  thâr  f endernefsl  ;  and  thii 
idea  made  rile  ftppfort  iny  fuffçrhigè  ivith 
greater  fortitude. 

I  learned  by  éipetiêtïfcé  the  truth  of  their 
opimëii^  Whd  affirm  that  the  moVe  chen  are 
civ^l^,'  t^^  tiioté  they  are  cruel.  Every 
Ae*'  màftèr  treated  me  worfe  than  the  iall  f 
and  acèorffihgly  I  was  approaching  the  Mo* 
^occo  doimniîôns,  where  we  (hould  have  had 
ftffl  làdfe  to  fuffef i  if  We  had  been  unfor- 
tunate enough  to  belong  to  any  one  but  the 
Eièpéror, 

Wé'ftt  oflFin  the  dufk  of  the  evening,  and 
i&8t  cfetf  Way  towards  Cape  Non'.  Foui? 
AfaB§v  Who  were  at  the  market  while  thé 
Moor  was  buying  me,  lay  in  wait  for  us  wHert 
the  hij^t  was  coming  on.  'i'hey  were  only 
ar&ed  with  their  daggers,  and  as  my  maftei^ 
kneW  them,  hehàd  nodiftruft  of  their  in- 
fèûtî6H$.  Seeing  one  of  theni  in  the  aft  of 
fbib\ÂÀg  him,  I  cried  out  ;  my  mafter  avoided 
ihc  blow,  and, fhôt  his  advbrlary  dead.     The 

D  4  others 
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others  hnmediatdy  attached  him  ;  I  ran  to 
his  afliftance,  and  with,  the  help  of  my 
flick  ftretched'  one  of  them  at  his  feet  r.aild 
as  he  ftabbed  him  inftantly,  the  two  others 
fled.  We.  took  nothing  but  the  daggers  of 
the  two  that  were  killed,  and  continued  pur 
journey.  Inftead  of  felling,  me,  as  was  his 
intention»  he  turned  me  over  to  his  brother, 
one  of  the  richeft  individuals  in  the  country. . 

That  moment  was  the  ei>d  of  my  fuffer*» 
ings.  I  was  obeyed  by  the  negro  flaves  ;  the 
women  gave  me  every  thing  I  could  deiire  ; 
I  had  no  longer  any  work  to  do  ;  and  if  I 
vrent  out  with  the  cattle  it  was  for  my  own 
amufement. 

We  naturally  afliime  the  manners  of  the 
people  among  whom  wc  live,  however  favs^gc 
they  may  be  ;  efpecially  if  there  be  no  blows 
in  the  bargain.  There  was  no  kind  of  friend- 
ihip  they  did  not  â\ew  me  ;  they  endeavoured 
to  attach  mç  to  them  ;  promifes,  preients, 
nothiiig  was  fparcd  ;  they  even  offered  mç 
my  matter's  fifter.  The  Arabs  of  his  horde 
looked  vipqn  mt  rather  as  their  countryman 
than  as  a  flave,  often  entertained  me  with  fham 
lights,  gnd  \c\  {ne  join  in  their  no^urnal 
dances.  I  then 
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I  theii  began  to  have  fome  knowledge  of 
the  Arabic»  and  cleatly  £iw  into  their  de« 
figns,  but  I  made  them  underfland^  by  a  va« 
riety  of  examples,  that  I  ihould  become  defpi* 
cable  evea  in  their  eyes,  if  I  accepted  their 
propoials.  Seeing  that  my  determination 
was  not  to  be  ihaken,  they  prefTed  me  no 
longer. 

The  friendihip  they  entertained  for  me  then 
made  them  come  to  the  reJR)lutiDn  of  con- 
duâing  me  to  Halt  La%e^  the  chief  of  GUmi, 
that  I  might  be  conv^ed,  they  faid,  as  fbon 
as  poffible,  to  the  country  fubje£t  to  the  do- 
minion of  the  Emperor  of  Morocco. 
.  I  remained  eight  days  at  his  houfe  without 
belonging  to  him  ;  at  length  however  he 
bought  me.  I  cannot  fay  what  made  hira 
pay  for  me  at  {o  dear  a  rate,  I  only  know^ 
for  I  counted  the  money  myfelf,  that  he  pur« 
chafed  me  for  a  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  all 
in  little  pieces,  of  the  value  of  ten  fous.  As 
thefe  pieces  were  fifteen  hundred  in  number, 
my  mafter  and  I  counted  them  over  two  days 
running  for  fear  of  a  mifi:ake» 

I  was  not  pleafcd  at  the  enormity  of  this 
fom  ;  I  knew  that  he  had  refufed  to  give  a 

hundred 
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hundred  dollars  for  M;  Decham,  »  ahd  I  irha<^ 
gined  that  he  had  nàt  p^ià  fo  dear  ibr  md 
without  the  intehtion  of  r«tihg  my  liberty  ali 
an  tytcefRve  price. 

Ha/i  L^iakf  had  a  Houfe  which,  in.  that  cotih'^ 
try 9  might  well  pafs  -ibr  a  foperb  pdkict.  Her 
had  a  great  number  of  negrods,  hegrefies/ 
horfes,  cows,  camels,  and  almoft  every  thing 
that  is  to  be  feen  m  our  iarm-houièis;  He 
had  been  formerly  at  Part9^  in  the  fail!  of  an 
cmbaffedor  of  MofoQCo;  reafons  of  difcontenty 
and  the  ilrcmger  one  of  faving  hi^  heacf,  had 
forced 'him  fo  take  tfaecommand  of  the  Moors 
in  rebellion  agaiiift  the  Emperor^  aàd  hê  re^ 
fifted  the  power  of  that  prince  by  the  forcé  of 
arms.  , 

He  treated  mc  well,  exaâed  no  kbour  fromf 
me,  and  gave  me  cloaths  :  I  was  now  Shel- 
tered fiV>m  the  inclemency  of  (hé  air,*  and' had 
ftraw  given  mé, .  of  .which  I  made  z  kind  6f 
bed.  .  I  arte  two  meal?  a:  day.  I  had  food'  in> 
deed  in  abundance,  i&  fb  much  that  althoft 
every  day  I  ihared  nky  dimief  either  with  a 
failor  of  Provence^  who  happened*  to  be  thcnt 
at.  Glimi,  or  with  M.  Lanafpeze,  our  mate, 
and  fon  of  the  ov«^iict.     As  on  the  iharkct- 

days 
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days  I  had  often  fome  of  cpy  countryman  to 
r«ga}e.  I  ^fed  to  alk  the  women  for  viâuals^ 
wxd  was  never  r^ufed*  This  treatment  foon 
reilored  me  my  ftrength. 
-  The  French  and  £DgU(h  merç|ian(s  fettled 
at  Mogadore,  informed  of  o\ir  misfortune  by 
the  cïf|êfent  brekcrs^  their  commerce  obliged 
them  t^  d&fpeffe  about  the  country,  fending 
t^  make  pl^c^ffak  for  our  liberty ,  Bentahar^ 
a  Moor,  ry^hft  ^ged^at  giy  maker's,  bought 
file  £or  a  iniodred^  and  eighty  ddlars.  I  wa« 
witne&  tOKihe  bargain,  andargned  my ielf  con- 
cerning the  price  of  my  ranlbm  ;  nor  did  the 
MooT'  buy  me  but  on  the  afTurance  I  gave  him 
that  ho  w^uld  be  |>aid'  by  the  French  mer- 
chants, the  moment .  I  Should  maV^  fnyfelf 
kaown  at  Mog^dore. 

Thjd  man  gc^  together  at  the  fame  time 
five  of  my  cQaSpanions^  namely,  M .  FoUie,  a 
ni^ve  of  Faiis^y  and  officer  of  adminiilration 
in  the  colonies,  whom  he  purchaikl  for  two 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars.  M.  Decham, 
oaafter V  aaate»  a  native  of  Bourdeaux,  and  the 
firft  who  got  afhore,  coft  him  ninety- five  dol- 
lars» The  boatfwain  and  t>vo.  failors  Were 
fold. for  only)  cij^ty-five^  or  ninety  each. 

From 
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From  the  moment  I  left  the  wreck  till  my 
arrival  at  Glimi,  the  principal  city  of  Cape 
Non,  Ï  was  ignorant  of  the  fate  of  the  reft  of 
the  crew, 

M.  Lanafpeze,  our  mate,  was  in  the  fame 

f  m 

place,  but  left  free  ft'om  all  conftraint  by  his 
mailers.  He  was  not  bought,  though  I  can* 
not  conceive!  what  motive  could  prevent  Ben- 
tahar  from  entering  ^  iiito  treaty  for  his  ran- 
fom  As  foon  as  he  heard  of  my  arrival  he 
came  to  fee  me,  and  foundme  in  the  outward 
court-yard.  He  looked  like  a  walking  Ipec- 
tre.  At  firft  I  did  àot  recolkâ  him,  iH>r  did 
he  remember  me  ;  tanned  by  the  fun,  wear- 
ing our  hair  and  beards  like  the  Moors,  and 
dref&d  in  their  fafkion,  there  was  nothing 
iurpriiing  in  our  being  fo  much  altered.  In 
a  few  moments  however  we  were  in  one 
anotber^s  arms.  Our  words  died  away  upon 
our  lips,  but  the  tears  that  trickled  down  our 
cheeks  exprefled  the  warmth  of  our  fenti* 
ments.  We  pafTed  the  whole  day  together, 
and  related  our  fufFerings  to  each  other  with 
fatîsfaôîon. 

As  he  told  me  M.  Follîe  was  in  the  fame 
town  with  us,  I  fet  off  inunediately,  accom- 
panied 
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t»àiiî6J  by  bimfelf  and  feveral  Moors,  and  re« 
paired  to  the  place  where  he  was  detained. 
M.  Follie  belonged  to  a  cruel  Moor,  who 
treated  him  with  the  greateft  barbarity  ;  he 
ilept  upon  the  hard  ground,  and  was  denied 
the  finalleft  liberty.-  Little  accuftomed  to  fav 
tigue,  he  was  covered  with  fores,  the  conle- 
quence  of  the  blows  given  him  by  the  Moors, 
to  force  him  to  walk  beyond  his  ftrength/ 

There  was  in  the  fame  place  a  fâilor  of  Pro- 
rence,  belonging  to  our  fhip,  who  was  claimed 
by  no  mafter  ;  he  lived  fometimes  with  one, 
ibmetimes  with  another,  nobody  giving  him 
the  leaft  moleflation.  Bentahar  was  in  hopes 
he  would  fet  oiF  with  us,  and  thought  he 
fliould  have  him  without  a  ranfom;  but 
the  very  day  of  our  departure  he  was  removed 
up  the  country,  without  our  knowing  what 
became  of  him.  He  loft  his  liberty  by  his 
own  fault,  in  keeping  for  ever  with  the 
Moors.  No  doubt  he  found  himfelf  obliged 
to  remain  at  the  very  moment  it  would  have 
been  the  moft  eafy  for  him  to  obtain  his  li- 
berty. 

I  learned  from  my  fellow*  flaves  that  they 
had  all  been  uneafy  as  to  my  fate  ;   that  fe* 

veral 
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veral  perfbns  inftfted  they  had  feeti  me'kâled  ; 
that  this  general  perfuafion  6£  this  crew  had 
induced  them  to  acquaint  the  French  conful 
with  my  death  ;  that  thej  bad  as  yet  no  in^ 
Ibrmation  refpeâing  thôfè  who  bad  foW 
lowed  their  maftersto  the  loath  of  Africa  ; 
that  a$  to  themfelves  they  had  met  with  hor« 
lible  treatment  ;  that  they  bad  been  forced 
by  hard  blows  to  unload  the  (hip  ;  that  they 
had  been  obliged  to  grind  corn,  fetch  wood, 
and  tend  cattle  ;  and  that  they  were  cruelty 
beat  for  the  fmalleil  fault,  without  even  know* 
ÎDg  they  had  done  amifs.  The  wounds  with 
which  they  were  covered  but  too  well  con» 
firmed  the  truth  of  their  reckal. 

While  they  congratulated  me  oo  having 
cfcaped  fucb  rigorous  treat m^nt,  tbey  told  me 
that  the  Moors,  after  fighting  %i>  know  who 
ihould  bQ  our  maflers,  had  at  length  (et  fire  tg^ 
the  wreck  ;  that  feveral  Arabs^  had  been  killed 
,  by  fplinters  from  the  (hip,  from"  whence  they 
bad  not  taken  out  the  powder  ;  that  many  of 
our  people-  had  been  woundfed  ;  and  that  the 
captain,  after  having  lived  twelve  days  with 
no  fuflenance  but  a  little  brandy,  had  been 
knocked  on  the  bead  upon  the  beach.     Per^ 

haps 


|tai{H'the  fefmrt  of  hi^^fatè  was  as  ill-founded 
39  that  of 'fnme,  for  M^  Follie  was  the  only 
om  of  dtt  thb  orçw  who  oertified  his  death, 
nobody  el^  knowing  any  thing  of  the  matter. 

The  cit j^  of  <jÊUmi  is  the  firft;  place  where 
we  mçt  .with  Jews*  :  they,  are  very  numerous 
fbere,  M  weU  as  in  all  the  towns  between 
t-kat  pUoQ  and  St.  pro\Xj  almoft  all  the  trade 
that  is  carried  on  paflwg.thœugh  their  hands. 
Th^  Mahometans  of  thefè  cantons  treat'  them 
like  (laves.  Cruel  as  was  the  Arab,  M.  Fol-« 
Ue'^  maftcr^  and  however  determined  in  his 
enmity  to  the  Chriftians,  he  told  that  gentle* 
man  to  fuSér  nothing  from  the  Jews^  who 
had.  gone  lus  halvea  m  the  purchafe. 

When  M-FoUie  Hved  with  the  Jew  I  ufed  to 
go  and  &e  hixn  without  aay  reserve,  accompa-^ 
nied,  it  ia  true,  by  Moors  attached  to  the  in* 
tec  efts  of  my  mafter  ;  nor  did  the  Jew  ever 
dftfe  to  cefiife  M.  FoUie  leave  to  go  out  and 
walk  with  me.  The  Moors  that  accompanied 
me  werie  ibrpri&d  we  ihould  alk  it,  and  gave 
naeto  uedorfland  ^at  he  might  go  out  when 
he»  plea&di^  and  that  thçy  would  beat  the 
Jew.9  if  he  dared  to.  oiFer  him  the  fmalleft 
afiront. 

The 
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.  iThe  Jew  (^  Glimi;:  whofe  name  ivas  Gobi 
Jacob,  had  received  orders  from  Meflrs.  -■  Ca^ 
baner  and  Depra  to  afiift  us  ;  the  letter  im« 
ported  that  he  might  fpeiid  two  hundred- 
ounces  .of  filver  to  fupply  our  wants.  Wc 
did  not  know  that  by  the  word  ounce  is  un- 
derflood  in  Barbary,  a  little  piece  of  money  of 
about  the  value  often  Jtws^i  and  as  the  letter 
was  written  in  French  and  Arabic,  1  per- 
fuaded  my  mailer  that  two  hundred  dollars 
were  the  fum  the  Jew  was  ordered  to  fpend 
on  our  account.  I  put  a  muiket  ball  ia  one. 
fcale,  and  in  the  other  fmall  pieces  of  money 
till  they  amounted  to  the  fame  weight.  Inw 
duced  by  this  reprefentation,  theArabs  obliged 
the  Jew  to  drefs  us.  all  in  theMoorifh  fafhion. 

Our  miftake  was  c^  the  greateft  ufe  to  us, 
and  guarded  us  againft  the  exceffive  cold  on 
the  fummit  of  Mount  Atlas,  which  we  were  , 
obliged  to  crofs,   and  which  is  at  all  times 
covered  with  fnow. 

My  (hare  of  the  expenfe  amounted  to  about 
fifteen  dollars  and  a  half.     M.  Follie,  M.  La* 
nafpeze,  and  myfelf,  were  the  only  three  wha 
had  Moorifil  cloaks.     As  to  the  reft  of  the  . 
crew  nothing  was  given  them  but  baicks. 

The 
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-  The  rentfis  a  lafgc  cloak,  without  a  (cam, 
made  of  goats  and  camels  hair,  and  proof 
againft  the  rain  ;  the  ufual  price  is  twenty- 
two  ounces^  but  it  was  charged  in  our  account 
at  forty.  The  bàick  is  nothing  but  a  woollen 
blanket,  four  ells  and  a  half  long,  and  five 
quarters  wide,  which  in  that  country  cofts 
only  feven  or  eight  ounces.  The  Jew  made 
us  pay  twenty. 

M.  Lanafpeze  not  being  able  to  fet  off  with 
us,  gave  me,  at  the  moment  of  our  departure, 
nine  louis  d'ors  in  gold,  his  watch-chain,  and 
a  feal  of  the  fame  metal,  which  he  had  had  the 
good  fortune  to  conceal  from  the  obfervation 
of  his  maflers. 

He  held  this  little  parcel  in  his  hands  at 
the  time  he  was  ftripped,  and  afterwards 
took  care  to  hide  it  in  the  fand.  When  he 
was  allowed  to  take  an  old  piair  of  breeches, 
he  put  it  in  his  pocket,  and  had  kept  it  there 
ever  fince.  On  my  arrival  at  Mogadore  I  de- 
livered the  whole  to  M.  Cabanes  and  Co. 
merchants  in  that  town. 

Six  of  us  being  got  together,  by  the  care  xrf 
Bentahar,  an  Arab,  connefted  with  the  houfc 
of  the  Engliih  pnerchants,  we  fet  off  for  Mo- 

£  gadore, 
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gadore»  traufported  with  joy.  The  dread  of 
being  furprifed  by  the  wandering  Arabs»  who 
would  have  carried  us  ofF  anew,  and  dragged 
ua  to  the  mountains»  obliged  our  conduâors 
to  travel  by  night,  and  in  this  manner  we  pro- 
ceeded as  far  as  St.  Croix,  called  jigader  by  the 
Arabs. 

We  were  five  days  on  the  raid  between 
Gliiiii  and  St.  Croix  :  at  about  half  a  league 
from  the  former  place  we  crofled  a  fmalL 
ilream  of  very  clear  water,  and  leaving  the  road 
that  feemed  much  frequented,  we  repaired  to 
a  large  houfe  on  the  plain,  from  whence  we 
proceeded  by  night  to  a  very  thick  foreft. 

The  next  day  we  went  to  the  houfe  of 
fbme  Jews,  fituated  on  a  hill,  there  we  paiTed 
the  night,  and  from  thence  we  entered  defiles, 
running  parallel  to  the  fea.  This  day's  jour- 
ney was  very  fevere,  on  account  of  the  bad 
roads,  obflruded  by  woods  and  mountains. 

At  about  eight  leagues  from  St.  Croix  we 
forded  a  fmall  river,  and  found  hard  by  an 
old  houfe  built  in  the  French  manner  ;  it  is 
now  abandoned. 

At  half  a  league  at  moil  from  this  houfe 
^xift  the  ruins  of  a  town,  the  name  of  which 

we 
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'we  could  not  learn,  but  its  iituation  and  ex- 
tent prove  that  it  was  once  a  coniiderable 
|4ace.  From  thence  we  defcended  to  well 
cultivated  plains  that  led  us  to  the  iea-fide^ 
and  then,  on  camels,  crofled  the  river  that 
waters  the  walls  of  St.  Croix» 

The  Moors  of  that  place  make  fiihing  al« 
moft  their  whole  occupation  ;  their  barks  are 
^uilt  like  large  firoquts^  and  are  hauled  afhore 
every  daj. 

On  our  arrival  at  St.  Croix,  'each  Chriftian 
was  obliged  to  pay  five  tnoufouns^  which  make 
labout  five  fous  in  French  money.  That  town 
•contains  nothing  remarkable.  It  was  for» 
merly  one  of  the  moft  commercial  of  all  Bar* 
bary;  but  it  is  now  alqioft  in  ruins,  and 
only  defended  by  a  miferable  fort,  with  twelve 
pieces  of  cannon,  and  even  they  are  unfer^- 
▼iccable. 

We  (lept  near  a  fountain,  the  work  of  the 
Portuguefe,  who  were  once  in  pofl&flion  of 
the  country.  From  thence  we  continued  our 
journey  without  accident,  not withftanding  the 
difficulty  of  roads  cut  through  the  rocks,  and 
the  precipices  and  forefts  of  the  Atlas  moun- 
tains, the  chain  of  which  begins  at  St.  Croix  de 

Barbarie. 
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The  Engliih  mcrchahts  to  whom  wc  w«re 
addrefTedy  gave  us  a  very  good  rebeption^ 
and  conduâed  us  to  the  French  houfe  of 
MefTrs.  Gabancs  and  Depras*  We  found  on 
our  arrival  there  the  natoft  fatisfaÔory  letters 
from  M.  Mure,  the  French  vice-conful,  rc- 
fiding  at  Sallee.  The  goodnefs  of  his  heart 
was  piftured  in  them  ;  and  without  difcovcr- 
ing  to  us  the  means  he  was  employing  to  re- 
deem us  from  flavery,  he  left  us  in  the  full 
perfuafion  that  he  had  nothing  fo  much  at 
heart  as  our  deliverance. 

The  city  of  Mogadore,  fo  called  by  the 
Chriftians,  from  the  name  of  a  fmall  ifland, 
which  is  lituated  to  the  fouth  of  it,  and  ia 
which  confifts  the  goodnefs  of  the  harbour,  is 
only  known  to  the  Arabs  by. that  of  Souera* 
It  is  a  new  town,  and  the  only  place  where 
the  Chriftians  have  full  liberty  of  trade.  Jt 
runs  out  into  the  fea  on  a  rock,  and  is  fur- 
rounded  by  land  on  every  fide  ;  towards  thfe 
harbour  it  has  three  ftrong  batteries  for  its  de* 
fence,  the  principal  one  of  four  and  twenty 
twenty-four  pounders. 

The  care  of  thefe  batteries  is  intrufted  to 
about  two  hundred  and  fifty  French  renega- 

does. 
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does,  all  in  the  pay  of  the  Emperor.  The 
town  is  inhabited  by  Chriftians  of  every  na* 
tion,  by  Jews,  to  whom  the  emperor  advances 
a  capital,  and  by  Moors,  engaged  in  trade. 
It  is  the  befl  fortified  and  moft  commercial 
of  the  whole  empire  of  Morocco.  The  Chrif- 
tians  have  two  priefts  there  of  the  Spanifh 
miffîon,  and  are  unmolefled  in  the  exercife  of 
their  religion. 

A  great  trade  was  formerly  carried  on  at  St. 
Croix  de  Barbaries  but  the  reigning  Emperor, 
the  foufniler  of  Mogadore,  ordered  the  mer- 
chants to  remove  to  the  latter  town,  and  St. 
Croix  is  now  a  defcrt. 

I  am  ignorant  of  the  motive  that  prevents 
the  French  from  giving  their  real  names  to 
the  towns  of  this  country.  Every  thing  in 
that  regard  is  totally  changed.  St.  Croix  is 
only  known  to  the  Arabs  by  the  name  of 
Agader,  Mogadore  by  that  of  Souera,  and  fo 
on.  The  name  given  to  thofe  cities  in  France 
not  being  known  in  the  country,  the  French 
travellers  who  vifit  Barbary,  often  find  them- 
felves  very  much  embarrafled. 

The  Governor  of  Mogadore,  informed  of 
our  arrival,  fent  fpr  us  to  his  hpufe,     He  is  a 

£  3  man 
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man  of  a  mild  and  affable  difpofition,  can  nei'* 
ther  write  nor  read»  and  oV^res  his  elevation  to 
the  poft  he  holds»  to  the  (ignal  marks  of 
bravery  he  fliewed,  in  the  prefence  of  the 
Emperon  He  had  our  names  taken  down  by 
the  ialbesy  or  Mahometan  priefts,  and  fent  off 
a  courier  immediately ,  to  inform  the  Eoipçror 
of  our  arrival. 

That  prince,  on  hearing  the  news,  fell  into 
a  dreadful  fit  of  rage*  Two  months  before 
he  had  given  the  moft  pofitive  orders  to  the 
governors  of  the  provinces  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  defert,  to  ufe  their  utmoft  endeavours  to 
extricate  us  from  ^he  hands  of  the  wandering 
Arabs. 

Exceedingly  jealous  of  his  authority,  he 
thought  this  afîâir  an  attack  upon  it  ;  nor 
could  he  bear  the  idea  of  Chriilians  being 
more  readily  obeyed,  in  his  own  dominions, 
than  himfelf.  He  broke  out  into  threats, 
condemned  tq  death  the  Arab,  whom  the 
Englifh  had  fent  to  our  afliflance,  ^yrote  to 
the  merchants  in  the  fevereft  terms,  threaten- 
ing to  burn  alive  the  firft  perfoi^  -who,  froix) 
that  time,  fhould  dare  to  interfere  in  the  re- 
demption of  a  captive,  of  any  nation  whatever* 

The 
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The  captains  of  all  the  ihipâ'  ici  the  road  were 
forbid  to  receive  us  ;  a  ftrift  watch  was  kept 
over  us,  nor  were  we  fuffered  to  go  to  any 
diftance  from  the  city. 

Bentahar,  having  received  timely  informa* 
tion  of  the  Emperor's  defigns,  and  of  the  ftn- 
tence  of  death  pronounced  againft  him,  faved 
his  life  and  his  fortune,  by  a  hafty  retreat  to 
the  people  who  had  kept  us  in  flavery. 

A  few  prefents,  dexteroufly  adminillered  to 
the  £ivourite  Sultanas,  foon  difpelled  the  an- 
ger of  the  Prince.  He  was  made  to  underhand 
that  we  had  not  been  bought  by  the  mer- 
chants, but  that  our  relations,  informed  of 
our  misfortunes,  had  fent  them  the  neceflary 
iums  of  money  ;  and  that,  ignorant  of  hislaws 
and  will,  we  might  ourfelves,  without  mean- 
ing to  offend  him,  have  entered  into  treaty  for 
our  ranfbm. 

He  yielded  to  thefe  reafons,  but  he  was  de« 
termined  to  have  us  in  his  power  ;  in  confe- 
quence  of  which  the  Governor  of  Mogadore, 
on  the  15th  of  May,  fent  for  us  to  the  public 
iquare.  There,  by  order  of  his  maftcr,  he 
repaid  the  French  merchants  the  money  they 
advanced  for  our  deliverance*    He  told  them 

.    £4  that 
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that  the  Emperor  pardoned  them',  as  well,  as 
the  Arab,  whom  they  had  employed  to  put 
an  end  to  our  diftrefs;  he  then  delivered  us 
into  their  hands,  after  having  made  known 
to  the  people  that  we  belonged  to  the  Em- 
peror. 

We  were  free  but  an  inftant  before,  and  we 
now  faw  ourfelves  again  reduced  to  flavery  ; 
we  were  not  however  required  to  work.  The 
manner  in  which  we  were  received  by  the 
governor,  the  refpeâ:  fhewn  us  by  the  Moors, 
the  liberty  we  were  left  at  to  go  where  we 
pleafed,  the  accounts  we  heard  of  the  reft  of 
the  crew,  every  thing  in  (hort  contributed  to 
reftore  tranquility  to  our  minds. 

It  was  then  that  we  received  our  firft  French 
drefles.  A  coat,  waiftcoat,  and  breeches  of 
bjue  cloth,  three  ihirts,  two  handkerchiefs,  a 
illk  cravat,  a  hat,  a  night-cap,  and  two  pair 
of  ïhoes,  were  given  to  each  of  us  ;  an  ex- 
penfe  that  might  amount  to  thirty-fix  dollars 
a'-piece. 

We  had  been  told  that  the  Emperor*s  fon, 
the  Governor  of  Teroudan,  had  advanced  to- 
wards Cape  Non,  at  the  head  of  an  army  of 
eight  thoufand  men.     His  orders  were  \o  get 
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the  French,  either  by  money  or  by  force. 
We  conceived  hopes  that  this  enterprizc 
would  be  attended  with  fuccefs;  but  the 
French  merchants  were  of  a  different  opinion. 
They  told  us  that  the  delay  in  the  executioa 
of  the  Emperor's  orders  is  folely  occafioned 
by  the  avarice  of  that  prince.  He  generally 
employs  the  Jews  to  advance  the  neceflarjr 
money,  and  does  not  reimburfe  them.  He 
thinks  them  but  too  happy  to  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  obeying  him  at  theexpenfe  of  their 
fortune,  and  from  thence  arifes  the  tardinefs 
with  which  the  individuals  of  that  nation  arc 
fure  to  proceed. 

On  the  fifteenth  of  June,  about  ten  in  the 
morning,  we  received  orders  to  fet  off  for 
Morocco.  A  numerous  caravan  ferving  as 
an  efcort  to  the  royal  treafure,  arifing  from 
^he  cuftoms  paid  by  foreign  fhips  that  put  in 
at  Mogadore,  infured  the  fafety  of  our  arrival. 

The  French  and  Englifh  merchants  were 
the  only  perfons  that  came  to  take  leave  of 
us  ;  they  left  us  with  tears  ftanding  in  their 
eyes,  and  pronaifed  us  all  the  affiftance  in  their 
power,  in  cafe  we  fhould  not  bç  able  to  obtain 
qur  freedoin  fronj  (he  Emperor. 

The 
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The  journey  from  Mogadore  to  Morocco 
was  not  laborious  ;  in  quality  of  the  £mpe« 
ror*s  flaves  a  mule  was  given  to  each  of  us, 
not  without  great  difpleafure  on  the  part  of  the 
Moors  to  whom  they  belonged.  The  fove- 
reign  never  pays  ;  and  thefe  people  were 
obliged  to  follow  us  to  Morocco,  inftead  of 
felling  their  commodities  at  Mogadore. 

The  Jew,  the  Emperor's  principal  fcribe, 
had  orders  to  fupply  our  wants.  In  the  cven^ 
ing,  on  our  arrival,  the  wretch  wanted  to 
oblige  us  to  unload  the  camels,  fetch  wood» 
&:c.  but  the  Alcaide,  who  commanded  the  ca» 
ravan,  perceiving  it,  ordered  the  Moors  to 
take  care  of  us,  ill  treated  the  Jews,  and 
forbad  them  to  follow  the  caravan,  of  which 
they  availed  themfelves  for  the  fafety  of  their 
merchandize,  at  lefs  than  half  a  league  dif* 
tance. 

We  arrived  at  Morocco  on  the  20th  of  June, 
about  two  o'clock,  much  fatigued  by  the  heat 
that  had  killed  three  Jews,  and  four  camels. 
The  Alcaide  wiihed  on  our  arrival  to  conduit 
us  to  the  Emperor  ;  but  that  prince  had  iet 
off  in  the  morning  at  the  head  of  an  army  of 
twelve  thoufand  men,  to  punifh  the  rebels, 

who 
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who  had  bett  his  lieutenant,  and  taken  refugo 
on  Mount  Atlas.  The  £mperor  not  being  at 
Morocco,  we  were  intrufted  to  the  care,  of  the 
priefts  of  the  Spaniih  miflion,  who  had  a  con* 
vent  in  the  quarter  of  the  Jews. 

The  prior,  replete  with  that  pride  lb  nata- 
ral  to  his  nation,  treated  us  with  infupportable 
haughtiuefs*  He  highly  extolled  our  good 
fortune  in  experiencing  the  kindncfs  of  his 
community^  treated  us  rather  like  (laves  than 
ChrifHans,  and  refufed  us  even  the  things  of 
the  firft  neceiHtj,  although  M.  Mure,  our 
vice^^donful,  had  fent  him  the  money  necef- 
fary  for  our  wants. 

Fortunately  the  Emperor*s  abfence  did  not 
laft  long.  His  prefénce  had  reduced  the  re« 
bels  to  a  fenfe  of  their  duty  ;  he  beard  of  our 
arrival,  wifhed  to  fee  us  immediately,  and  on 
the  28th  of  June  we  had  the  happinefs  of  ap- 
pearing in  his  prefence.  We  defired  it  ar* 
dcntly,  for  whatever  might  have  been  the  fate 
refervcd  for  us,  we  ihould,  without  doubt, 
have  preferred  it  to  remaining  with  the  moft 
reverend  fathers  of  the  Spanifli  miffion. 

When  we  made  our  appearance  at  the  MiJ^ 
fois^  the  Eknperor  was  employed  in  exercifing 

his 
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his  trôopâ^  He  immediately  pat  a  flop  to 
the  evolutions,  ordered  us  to  approach  his  per- 
fon,  fpoke  to  us  with  a  kindnefs  we  little  ex-' 
pefted,  qucftioned  us  concerning  the  names 
of  the  places  in  which  we  had  been  feparated 
from  our  fellows  in  misfortune,  and  about 
thofe  of  the  matters  to  whom  they  belonged, 
and  promifed  to  fend  us  in  a  (hort  time  to 
France.  He  enquired  into  the  manner  in 
which  we  were  treated  at  the  convent,  and 
on  bearing  our  complaints,  intruded  us  to  the 
care  of  the  Kailebes  Bafha,  making  his  head 
rcfponfible  for  any  thing  that  might  happea 
to  us. 

'  At  Morocco  we  found  a  landfman  of  the 
crew,  who  had  been  taken  by  the  wandering 
Arabs  for  a  man  of  a  diftinguifhed  family* 
They  had  conduced  him  to  the  Eipperor's 
fon  at  Teroudan,  who  had  fent  him  to  his 
father. 

We  remained  eight  days  in  the  city  of 
Morocco,  all  the  inhabitants  fhewing  us 
the  grcateft  marks  of  kindnefs.  The  town 
is  large,  and  populous,  but  ill-built  ;  the 
houfes  are  very  low,  and  the  ftreets  very  nar- 
row. There  are  a  number  of  fquarcs  in  which 

all  bargains  are  made. 

Being 
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Being  the  Emperor^s*  flaves,  our  perfbns 
were  held  fâcrcd  by  the  Moors  ;  and  accord-- 
ingly-  we  faw,  without  diflSculty,  pvçry  objeft 
of  curiofity  in  the  capital.  Among  the  things 
wc  femarkedy  was  a'  very  lofty  tower,  to  the 
top  of  which  a  man  can  afcend  on  horfeback. 
It  is  to  be  feen  at  the  diflance  of  ten  leagues^ 
although  Morocco  is  fituated  in  a  plain. 

On  the  5th  of  July,  the  Bafha  having  re- 
ceived orders  to  prepare  his  troops,  we  appeared 
again  before  the  Jimperor,  who  gave  us  oar 
liberty,  a  piece  of  good  fortune  we  were  far 
from  expeâing. 

There  was  a  talk  of  war  with  Finance  ;  the 
commercial  hdufe  at  Mogadore  no  longer 
hoifted  the  white  flag  ;  it  was  faid  that  the 
French  were  determined  to  have  fatisfaâioa 
fo^  the  infult  offered  to  M.  Chenier,  conful  at 
Sallee,  whom  the  Emperor  had  driven  from 
ins  pre(ence  in  the  rudeft  manner.  Meffrs. 
Cabanes  and  Depras,  of  Mogadore,  were  re- 
mitting all  the  money  they  could  to  France, 
and  M.  Royer,  of  Marfeilles,  had  juft  taken 
ihipping  for  Europe,  and  abandoned  his  houfe» 

Thefe  reafbns,  that  feemed  likely  to  prolong 
our  fervitude,  were  no  doubt  thofe  that  haf- 

tened 
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tened  our  liberty.  The  Emperor  wiiked  to 
make  amends  for  his  fault,  and  that  might 
induce  him  not  to  detain  us  any.  longer  ;  per- 
haps we  might  owe  our  deliverance  to  grati- 
tude ;  for  news  had  juft  been  brought  to  Mo- 
rocco that  two  hundred  Moors  had  been  af- 
fifted  by  a  veffel  from  MarfcilleS,  after  having 
tried  all  the  Italian  and  Mahometan  ports  in 
rain  ;  that  the  affiflance  of  which  they  ftbod 
in  need  had  been  every  where  refufed  them  ; 
that  they  would  have  died  of  want  but  for 
the  affiftance  of  the  Marfeilles-  Aip  ;  and  that 
they  were  then  performing  quarantine  iri  that 
port,  from  whence  they  would  fet  off  to  re- 
turn to  their  own  country,  at  the  firft  favour* 
able  moment. 

However  this  might  be,  the  Emperor  hav»- 
ing  ordered  us  a  gratification  of  three  dollars 
each,  we  fet  off  on  the  5th,  well  mounted^ 
and  with  an  efcort  of  eight  hundred  foot  znA 
two  hundred  horfe.  * 

The  Moorifli  foldiers  to<?k  care  to  pitch  our 
tent  every  day  near  that  of  the  geoeraL  With 
this  efcort  we  paffed  through  the  greateft  part 
of  the  cities  of  Barbary,  our  little  army  being 
every  where  augmented  by  frefh  reinforce- 
ments. 
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iDcnts.  In  every  town  it  was  received  with  ho- 
nour; the  inhabitants  of  Azimor  in  particular 
diftinguiihing  themfel ves  ;  they  came  out  half 
a  league  to  meet  ns,  exhibited  a  fham  fight^ 
and  aflbrded  us  the  mofl  interefting  fpeâacle 
of  the  Mooriih  manner  of  fighting. 

We  found  in  that  town  a  Marfeilles  captain, 
v^ho  had  turned,  renegado  to  efcape  the  in- 
fli£tion  of  five  hundred  \Aows  to  which  he  was 
fentencedy  for  having  been  ihipwrecked  near 
this  place*  This  law  is  the  Emperor's  own^ 
that  prince  pretending  that  it  is  impoflible  for 
a  ihip  to  run  afhore  on  his  coaft,  unlefs  it  be 
done  on  purpofe.  The  captains  .alone  whp 
are  on  their  way  to  Barbary,  are  exempt  from 
this  puniihment. 

We  made  fbme  ûzy  encamped  before  Azi- 
mor,  where  the  Bafha  levied  three  hundred 
men  ;  he  gave  them  about  ten  ounces  each, 
and  th^  joined  our  line  of  march. 

The  fame  day  thefe  troops  were  raifed.wo 

pafled  the  river  of  Lions,  and  encamped  on 

the  oppofite  bank  ;  we  then  proceeded  along 

the  coafl,  and  faw  on  our  way  Darzbedda^ 

Montforia,  Fadal,  and  fereral  other  towns, 

which  are  nothing  but  ruins,  and  only  known 

by  the  trade  they  carry  on  in  corn» 

On 
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Oti  our  approach  to  Rabate,  the  ground  be* 
ing  marked  out  for  the  encampment,  and 
the  Baiha  having  giveii  his  orders,  he  took  his 
0wn  particular  guards,  and  delivered  us  to 
the  governor  of  that  place,  who  immediately 
fent  advice  of  our  arrival  to  M.  Mure,  the 
French  vice-conful. 

That  worthy  and  obliging  Frenchman  came 
to  fee  us»  His  furprife  was  great  when  he 
beard  the  honours  with  which,  we  had  been 
received  in  all  the  towns  of  Barbary* .  Wifh- 
ing  to  take  advantage  of  fuch  a  favourable  mo* 
ment^  ahd  fearing  fdme  change  in  the  £m« 
peror's  iehtiments,  he  ordered  the  neceflary 
matters  to  be  prepared  for  our  journey,  and 
lent  us  off  for  Tangier. 

Rabate  and  Sallee  are  two  towns  only  fepa* 
rated  by  the  river,  and  ufually  confounded 
with  one  another.  Rabate,  where  the  French 
conful  and  the  governor  rcfidç,  is  the  moft 
confiderable  ;  they  are  both  paved,  and  were 
the  firft  we  had  met  with  that  were. 

Rabate  has  a  fupply  of  frefli  water,  by 
means  of  an  aqueduâ  conftruâed  by  an  £ng- 
lilh  engineer,  which  brings  it  from  a  fource 
at  two  leagues  from  the  town.  There  is  in 
this  place  alfo  a  tower,  like  that  of  Morocco  ; 

it 
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It  fervcs  the  inhabitants  to  difcovcr  the  fhips 
in  the  offing. 

Sallec  is  a  King's  port  ;  there  were  three 
Ihips  of  eighteen  guns  in  the  river,  and  one  on 
the  ftocks,  being  the  greateft  part  of  the  na- 
val force  of  Morocco. 

The  efcort  which  had  conduced  us  to  Ra- 
bate,  having  levied  frefli  troops,  decamped  to 
go  to  the  attack  of  Oran  ;  and  we  fct  off  on 
the  25th  of  July  with  new  conduâors. 

The  mules  which  M.  Mure  had  taken  care 
to  provide  for  xis,  not  being  able  to  perform 
the  journey,  we  left  three  of  theni  at  à  little 
ruinous  town,  at  about  twehty  leagues  dif- 
tance  from  Sallcè,  and  tontinued  our  journey 
to  Tangier,  almoft  always  on  foot; 

We  arrived  there  on  the  31ft,  and  wete 
much  better  received  by  the  Spanifli  confiil,  tq 
whom  we  were  addrefled,  than  by  the  monks 
of  the  miffion.He  communicated  the  Emperor's 
orders  to  the  governor  of  the  place,  who  faci- 
litated the  means  of  our  fettihg  dfFfor  Cadiz. 

The  matter  of  the  Spanifh  bark,  who  was 
come  to  Tangier  to  purchafe  poultry  and 
corn^  fet  fail  about  feven  in  the  evening,  and 
about  eight  in  the  morning  we  arrived  at  Ca- 
diz. * 

F  We 
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We  hoifted  our  flag  ;  the  phyiicians  came 
on  board  to  vifit  us,  and  fent  us  to  perform 
quarantine  on  board  the  Lazaretto,  at  two 
leagues  diftance  from  the  town.  We  were 
three  days  in  this  hulk,  without  being  able  to 
fet  a  foot  on  (hore.  At  length  we  difem-^ 
barked,  and  were  placed  in  a  kind  of  barn, 
where  we  were  only  fheltercd  from  the  rain* 

On  the  nth  of  Auguft  the  phyficians  came 
again  to  vifit  us,  gave  us  a  bill  of  health,  and 
we  fet  off  for  Cadiz. 

M.  Boirel,  the  French  vice-conful,  received 
us  well,  fupplied  the  moft  urgent  of  our 
wants,  and  buiied  himfelf  in  the  means  of 
procuring  us  the  moft  fpcedy  return  to  our 
native  places. 

On  the  28th  of  Auguft  I  embarked  on  board 
the  St.  Francois  de  Sales ^  of  about  two  hun- 
dred tons  burthen,  comma Aded  by  Captain 
Sénécal  of  Dunkirk.  Our  paflage  was  long 
and  dangerous,  and  while  it  lafted  I  fufFered 
a  good  deal,  having  very  little  linen,  and  be- 
ing obliged  to  fleep  on  the  fails  and  cables  be- 
tween decks.  At  length  we  arrived  at  Oftend, 
on  the  nth  of  O£tober,  after  having  been 
five  days  beating  off  the  harbour. 

The 
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.  The  1 2th  the  captain  conduced  me  to  Dun- 
kirk, and  delivered  me  up  at  the  office  for  re- 
giftered  feamen,  (bureau  de  claffes.)  The 
commiflary  infpefted  my  pafsport  on  the  13th  ; 
on  the  14th  I  fet  off  from  Dunkirk,  and  af-* 
ter  being  obliged  to  make  fome  ftay  at  Liflc 
fpr  want  of  ftrength,  arrived  at  St.  Quentin^ 
the  21  ft  of  Odlober,  1784, 

The  various  digrefltons  that  occiif  in  thefe 
hiemdirs,  not  fufficing  to  furnifli  à  juft  idea  of 
the  manners  and  ciiftoms  of  the  countries  !• 
have  fpoken  of,  I  have  thought  it  would  not 
be  altogether  ufelefs  to  give  a  few  further  no- 
tions of  thé  people^  among  whom  I  made 
fome  ftay^. 


i^  A  À  R  A. 

m 

m 

EVERY  body  knows  that  the  people 
Who  inhabit  Barbary^  as  far  as  the  Niger,  are 
an  aflemblasce  of  various  nations.  The  Moors 
occupy  the  three  kingdoms  of  Suz,  Fez,  and 
Morocco.  That  part  of  Bilidulgerid  that  is 
waflied  by  the  Atlantic  Ocean  is  inhabited  by 

Fz  the 
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the  native  Arabs,  and  by  the  fugitive  Mocrg 
from  the  empire  of  Mor€)cco,  too  enlightened 
to  renaaiu  under  the  dominion  of  a  mafter, 
who  rules  over  his  people  v^^ith  abfolute  fw^ay, 
and  who  makes. his  lafety  and  happinefs  con- 
fiïl  in  the  niifery  of  his  fubjeds.  This  mixture 
forms  one  and  the  fame  nation,  known  indif- 
criminately  by  the  appellation  of  Monfele- 
mines. 

Zaara,  as  far  as  the  Niger,  contains  a  va- 
riety of  wandering  nations,  all  proceeding 
from  Arabs,  Moors,  and  fugitive  Portuguefe, 
who  took  refuge  there  when  the  family  of  the 
Sherifs  made  themfelves  mafters  of  the  three 
kingdoms  of  Barbary.  All  thefe  people  bear  m- 
difcriminately  the  names  of  Nars,  Moors,  or 
Arabs.  They  are  fubdivided  into  various  na- 
tions, of  which  the  moft  confiderable  are  the 
Mongearts,  Trafars,  and  Bracnars. 

The  firft  of  thefe  three  denominations  is 
a  term  of  contempt  among  the  people  who 
furround  them  ;  no  doubt  becaufe  thofe  who 
bear  it,  lefs  verfed  than  their  neighbours  in 
the  ufe  of  arms,  are  in  general  occupied  by 
the  care  and  the  feeding  of  their  cattle  ;  while 
the  Monfclemines,  on  the  contrary,  though 

fliepherda 
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fliepherds  alfo,  are  warriors  to  a  man.  Thefe 
latter,  accuftomed  to  murder  and  pillage, 
take  advantage  of  their  fuperiority  and  num- 
bers to  opprefs  the  former,  who  are  always 
rendered  but  too  wretched  by  the  fterility  of 
the  country  they  inhabit.  Their  climate,  little 
tempting  to  an  invader,  ferves  them,  it  is  true, 
as  a  barrier  ;  but  in  the  months  of  Auguft, 
September,  and  October,  when  the  overflow- 
ing'of  the  plains  obliges  them  to  take  refuge 
in  the  mountains,  they  are  almoft  fure  of  be- 
coming the  vi6tims  of  their  neighbours,  who 
pillage  them  without  fcruple,  although  they 
proftfs  the  fame  religion. 

The  caufe  of  this  nation's  diftrefs  might 
alfo  be  afcribed  to  another  reafon  ;  I  mean  to 
that  of  religion.  When  the  Sherifs  made 
themfelves  mafters'of  the  three  kingdoms  of 
Barbary,  the  Portuguefe  inhabitants  of  the 
towns  evacuated  them,  and  fought  an  afylum 
in  their  native  land  ;  but  the  country  people 
had  not  this  advantage  within  their  reach. 
The  greater  number,  to  preferve  their  lives, 
abjured  theChriftian  religion,  and  were  allowed 
to  remain  in  the  country  ;  while  thole  who 
would  not  embrace  Mahometanifm  were  put 

F  3  to 
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to  the  fword  without  mercy.  Notwithftand- 
ing  the  change  in  their  religion,  it  was  ftill 
remembered  that  thefe  people  had  been  Chrif- 
tians*  The  conquerors  loaded  them"^with 
inceflknt  infults  ;  plundered  their  property  j 
carried  off  their  wives,  raviflied  their  daugh- 
ters,  and  behaved  with  the  utraoft  cruelty. 

To  efcape  from  fuch  tyr^inny  they  took  re- 
fuge iri  the  defert,  and  finding  there  fbme. 
wretched  hordes  of  flothful  Arabs,  were  fooa 
incorporated  into  one  and  the  f^me  nation. 
The  habit  of  plundering  thefe  poor  people  has 
been  handed  down  from  generation  to  genera- 
tion, and  unfortunately  is  ftill  but  too  much 
the  practice. 

I  will  not  fpeak  here  of  the  Trafars,  or  of 
tho  Bracnars,  any  more  than  of  the  other  na- 
tions fcattered  about  on  the  northern  banks  of 
the  Niger.  Such  information  would  too  near- 
ly relate  to  commerce,  of  which  I  referve  a 
fuccin£k  mention  for  the  moment  when  I  ihall 
treat  of  the  Moorifli  and  Negro  races,  who 
carry  on  the  trade  of  Senegal,  no  hiftorian 
having  as  yet  given  certain  accounts  of  them.. 
It  is  not  poflible  that  a  people,  for  ever 
wandering,  and  fugitive,  and  compofed  of  a 

mixture 
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mixture  of  various  nations,  that  does  not  even 
form  a  diftinâ  and  ieparate  body,  ihould  do' 
otherwife  than  adopt  a  part  of  the  ufages  and 
fuperftition  erf  their  neighbours,  whatever  may 
be  their  way  of'  thinking  :  they  have  how- 
ever only  the  name  and  appearance  of  Maho- 
metans. The  principles  of  the  natural  reli- 
gion arc  obfervable  in  their  cuftoms,  and  evi- 
dent in  almoft  all  their  aûions. 

Religion,  according  to  thefe  people,  is  Ma- 
hometaniiin  in  all  its  purity.  They  oiFer  up 
prayers  three  times  a  day,  fometimes  oftener  ;* 
but  they  are  never  pronounced  in  public,  un* 
lefs  when  a  Mahometan  prieft  is  with  the 
hwde,  who  feldom  comes  but  upon  account 
of  the  children's  education.  Then  all  the 
Arabs  afiëmble  at  the  hour  of  prayer,  place 
themfelves  in  a  line,  turn  to  the  eaft,  and, 
wanting  water  in  the  defert^  rub  their  face 
and  arms  with  fand,  while  the  prieft  recites 
aloud  the  general  prayer  ;  it  is  the  fame  as 
that  which  is  rehearfed  by  the  public  crier  on 
the  mofques  in  the  civilifed  countries. 

The  priefts  are  employed  in  travelling  about 
the  country  to  inftruft  the  children •  There 
is  pothiiig  like  force  in  their  education.     The 

F  4  Arabs 
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Arabs  of  the  defert  arc  even  ignorant  of  tha 
cuftom  of  conftraining  wills. 

The  little  boys  meet  in  the  morning  of  their 
own  accord,  at  the  place  of  inftruftion,  which 
is  to  them  a  place  pf  recreation.  They  go 
therewith  a  fmall  board  infcribed  with  the 
Arabic  charaélers,  and  a  few  maxims  of  the 
Koran.  The  biggeft,  and  the  beft  infiarmed, 
receive  their  leflbns  direftly  from  the  pricfts, 
and  aftçrwards  communicate  them  to  their 
fellows. 

;  :  The  children  themfelves  teach  one  ano-r 
thor  Ç  to  read  ;  nor  are  they  ever  correfted. 
It  would  be  a  crime  to  beat  a  child,  who,  ac- 
cording to  the  received  ideas,  has  not  fuffi- 
cient  reafon  to  diftinguifh  good  from  evil. 

This  opinion  induces  thefe  people  to  hold 
the  fame  conduâ  in  regard  to  thofe  who  have 
the  misfortune  to  be  ill-treated  by  nature. 
The  deaf,  the  dumb,  and  the  mad,  enjoy  the 
fame  privileges  ;  they  arc  confidered  as  beings 
already  fo  unfortunate  from  their  fituation, 
that  their  defires  are  fatisfied  with  a  blind  com? 
plaifance.  This,  cuftom  is  invariable  among 
all  the  Mahometans. 

No  difference  exifts  among  the  civilized  na- 
tions, 
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tions^  unlefs  it  be  in  refpeâ:  to  the  age  at  which 
a  child  may  be  fubjeded  to  corre(5lion.  In  the 
defert  it  is  never  allowed  at  all.  Nature,  left 
to  herfelf  and  the  force  of  example,  are  the 
only  education  in  a  country  where  the  fame 
principles  and  fame  errors  are  common  to  all. 
If  the  child  gets  tired  of  the  places  of  public 
iiiftruâion,  he  quits  them  at  pleafure,  and 
without  feeling  conftraint,  or  hearing  reproach, 
goes  and  employs  himfelf  in  tending  his  fa- 
ther's flocks  :  and  accordingly  there  are  veiy 
few  among  them  who  can  read. 

Thofe  who  perfevere  in  the  ftudy  of  the  Ko  • 
ran  are  made  priefts,  after  having  paft  an  ex- 
amination before  the  learned  elders,  and  enjoy 
the  greateft  public  confideration.  They  have 
no  need  of  cattle,  thofe  of  the  nation  being 
their's,  they  find  their  fubfiftence  every 
where. 

It  is  generally  at  feven  or  eight  years  of  age 
that  children  undergo  the  painful  operation  of 
circumcifion.  Their  head  is  alfo  Ihaved,  no- 
thing being  left  but  four  locks  of  hair,  one  of 
which  is  cut  off  in  a  meeting  of  the  family,  at 
each  remarkable  adion  performed  by  the 
child. 

If 
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If,  at  the  age  of  twelve  or  thirteen,  he  kill 
a  wild  boar,  or  other  beaft  of  prey,  that  ihould 
fall  upon  his  flock,  he  lofes  one  of  his  locks. 
If,  in  the  paflage  of  a  river,  a  camel  be  car- 
ried away  by  the  ftream,  and  he  favc  it  by 
fvVimming  to  its  affiftance,  another  is  cut  off* 
If  he  kill  a  lion,  a  tiger,  or  a  warrior  of  an 
hoftile  nation,  in  a  furprife  or  an  attack,  he 
is  coniidered  as  a  man,  and  his  head  is  entirely 
ihaved. 

Seldom  does  an  Arab  reach  the  age  of 
twenty,  without  having  deferved  this  honour^ 
for  as  they  are  afhamcd  of  being  treated  like 
children,  they  expofe  themfelves  to  the  greateft 
dangers  to  obtain  it. 

Their  knowledge,  their  wants,  and  their 
laws,  being  very  circumfcribed,  it  is  not  fur- 
prifing  that  the  children  ihould  talk  with  the 
men,  and  keep  up  a  regular  converfation» 
Age  and  experience  are  of  no  ufe  where  there 
is  no  need  of  much  information  to  attain  a 
perfeft  knowledge  of  the  cuftoms  of  their  na- 
tions ;  henca  arifes  that  boldpefs,  that  va* 
lour,  and  that  temerity,  which  fo  well  become 
a  man,  and  which  no  people  poiTefs  in  fo 
high  a  degree  as  thcfe  favages* 

The 
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The  laws  of  hofpitality  arc  obfervcd  in  Za* 
ara,  in  the  largeft  fenfe  of  the  word.  Scarcelj 
does  a*  ftranger  appear  before  the  tents, 
when  the  firft  perfon  who  perceives  him, 
points  out  the  tent  to  which  he  is  to  go.  If 
the  mafter  be  not  there,  the  wife  or  thç  flave 
advances  to  meet  him,  flops  him  at  twentj 
paces  diftance,  and  brings  him  a  draught  of 
milk  for  his  refrelhment.  His  camel?  are 
then  unloaded,  his  efFédls  are  ranged  around 
him,  a  mat,  of  which  the  owner  deprives 
himfelf,  is  given  him,  with  whatever  elfe  is 
peceflkry  to  guard  him  from  the  injuries  of  the 
air. 

His  arms  are  taken  and  depofited  near  thofe 
of  the  mafter  of  the  tent,  either  that  they  may 
not  fufFcr  from  the  dew,  or  to  guard  againft 
ill  intentions  on  the  part  of  a  man  unknown. 
A  rcpaft  is  then  prepared  for  him.  If  there 
be  nothing  in  the  tent,  as  often  happens,  fome 
viftuals  are  fpeedily  procured  from  the  neigh- 
bouring ones.  The  traveller  is  always  fure 
of  having  fomething,  for  rather  than  let  him 
want,  his  hofts  would  go  without  a  fuppcr 
themfelves. 

The  duties  of  hofpitality  are  fo  great,  and 

fo 
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fo  much  refpefted,  that  fliould  an  enemy 
have  wounded,  or  even  killed  the  maftef  of  a 
tent,  would  there  meet  with  a«  facred  and 
mviolable  afylum,  although  furrounded  by 
'thofe  who  muft  naturally  tlefire  his  ruin. 

The  tent  of  the  chief  is  always  the  one 
pointed  out.  But  as  his  gains  are  not  greater 
than  thofe  of  the  reft,  he  could  not,  if  cuf- 
torn  had  not  provided  for  it,  entertain  at  his 
expenfe,  all  the  ftrangers  that  happen  to 
pafs  ;  nor  could  he  fupport  himfelf  and  his 
flaves,  fince  he  is  for  ever  occupied  by  the  af- 
fairs of  his  horde.  Every  tent  contributes  to 
his  ftock  of  provifions.  Each  individual  ge-^ 
nerally  furnifhing  him  two  pounds  of  ground 
barley  per  week,  which  is  a  great  advantage  to 
him,  efpecially  when  he  happens  to  have  few 
travellers  to  entertain.  As  the  richeft  in  cattle 
is  generally  chofen  for  chief,  he  has  plenty  of 
milk  ;  but  in  cafe  of  need  he  would  obtain  a 
fupply  any  where. 

DiiFerent  from  the  other  Arabs,  their  neigh- 
bours, the  Mongearts,  trouble  nobody  on  the 
fcore  of  religion.  The  only  one  they  do  not 
tolerate  is  the  Jewifh  ;  no  doubt  on  account 
of  their  anceftors'  prejudices,  who  followed 

the 
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the  cuftoms  of  the  Portugucfe.  None  of  the 
Hebrew  nation  is  found  among  them  ;  and  if 
a  Jew  had  the  misfortune  to  enter  their  ter- 
ritory, and  to  be  taken  there,  he  would  to  a 
certainty  be  burnt  ahve.  It  is  very  eafy  to 
know  them  by  their  faces,  and  by  the  diftiac- 
tive  drefs  they  are  obliged  towear  throughout 
the  whole  extent  of  Barbary,  where  they  are 
m  great  numbers. 

Infinite  refpeft  is  paid  to  all  old  men,  what- 
ever be  their  family.  They  enjoy  the  fame 
prerogatives  as  the  priefts,  and  equal  ,confidera- 
tion  with  them  and  the  Arabs  who  have  had 
the  good  fortune  to  vifit  the  tomb  of  Maho- 
met at  Mecca. 

The  latter  are  diftinguifhed  by  the  appella- 
tion of  SUfj  which  fignifies  mafter,  while 
the  reft  of  the  nation  only  bear  the  diftin£tive 
names  they  received  at  their  birth.  If  it  hap- 
pen that  two  individuals  of  the  fame  family 
have  the  fame  name,  they  are  diftingui(hed 
by  that  of  their  father  ;  for  inftance,  the  Em- 
peror of  Morocco's  true  name  is  Mohammet, 
but  as  he  might  be  confounded  vvith  many 
other  Moors,  who  bear  that  name,  he  is  gene- 
rally called  Ben  Abdella^ 

The 
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The  old  men,  as  well  as  the  chiefs  of  hordes^ 
are  the  judges  of  the  natidri.  They  take  cog- 
nizance of  all  difFerebces,  the  pain  of  death 
being  the  only  one  they  cannot  pronounces 
An  affembly  of  fevcral  chiefs  of  the  horde  is 
neceflary  for  that  purpofe  t  and  as  the  accufed 
has  generally  a  number  of  friends,  it  feldom 
happens  that  he  undergoes  a  capital  puhiih-^ 
ment*  The  old  men  pronounce  judgment 
without  appeal,  and  their  decifions  are  infiantly 
executed. 

A  war  between  two  nations  feldom  hap- 
pens :  the  different  families  deilroy  one  ano- 
ther faft  enough  in  their  inteftine  broils; 
however  when  thefe  people  are  obliged  to  take 
refuge  on  the  Atlas  Mountains  to  pafs  the  bad 
ieafon,  they  aflemble  in  the  greateil  numbers 
pofiible,  and  march  in  military  order  :  (hep-* 
herds  or  warriors  (thefe  words  are  fynoni-k 
mous)  every  man  able  to  bear  arms  is  armed ^ 
and  advances  bravely  to  battle.  They  choofe 
chiefs  to  command  them,  and  pay  them  the 
mofl  implicit  obedience» 

The  expedition  being  finiihed,  the  chief  has 
no  longer  any  authority,  but  over  his  parti- 
cular horde  ;  for  it  is  commonly  from  among 

the 
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the  heads  of  hordçs  that  the  general  is  chofen« 
On  the  march,  the  captives  and  women  drive 
the  cattle^  and  are  followed  by  the  men  ia 
readineis  for  aâion.  When  the  horfe,  who 
are  on  the  look  out,  perceive  any  thing,  the 
whole  caravan  halts,  and  prepares  for  com-* 
bat. 

It  is  never  bloody.  If  the  aggreflbrs  arc 
thé  fkronger,  they^  content  themfelves  with 
the  plunder  of  the  baggage  ;  if  they  think 
their  ftrength  inferior,  they  do  not  attack  at 
alL  They  encamp  every  night,  and  place 
centinels  in  the  front,  who  call  out  to  prove 
their  vigilance.  This  method  is  not  very 
prudent  ;  but  as  their  enemies  do  the  fame^ 
they  diûinguifh  one  another  from  afar.  I  was 
much  furprized  at  finding  this  cuflom  prevail 
among  the  difciplined  troops  of  the  Emperor 
of  Morocco. 

War  is  not  the  moft  formidable  fcourge  that 
afiii£ts  this  nation  ;  for  there  is  always  little 
blood  fpilt  in  their  battles.  Much  greater  ra- 
vages are  made  by  their  private  quarrels.  They 
are  all  thieves  ;  nay  theft  is  in  a  maimer  au** 
thorized  by  the  laws.  All  that  is  neceffary  to 
pradife  it  with  impunity,- is  to  avoid  profecu- 

tion. 
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tion,  by  taking  care  hot  to  be  caught  in  the 
fafl:;  It  is  true  that  theft  is  feverely  puniflied^ 
if  an  Arab  rob  another  of  his  own  horde  ;  but 
tobe  punifhed,  he  muft  be  deteâed  at  the  very 
moment. 

Theft  is  only  a  crime  in  the  day-time,  at 
night  it  is  authorized  by  law  ;  no  doubt  by 
way  of  obliging  them  to  take  the  greater  care 
of  their  cattle.  If  they  could  complain  tvhen 
robbed  by  night,  they  would  be  lefs  upon 
their  guard,  and  their  herds  would  be  more 
cxpofed  to  the  voracity  of  the  wild  beafts  that 
over-run  the  country.  Obliged,  on  the  con-» 
trary,  to  be  on  their  guard,  even  againft 
their  neighbours,  they  are  always  ready  to  re- 
pel the  favage  animals,  which  frequently  come 
to  attack  their  cattle.  It  is  on  this  account 
that  in  the  evening  the  women  and  children 
take  the  greateft  care  to  put  in  the  tent  all 
fuch  articles  as  might  be  carried  off.    ^ 

If  one  of  their  neighbours  or  friends  come 
to  vifit  them,  they  furround  him,  and  keep 
an  eye  on  all  his  motions.  The  difficulty  of 
taking  any  of  the  few  things  that  can  be  car- 
ried away,  without  being  feen,  and  the  pu-, 
niftiment  that  attends  the  crime,  if  deteâcd^ 
prevent  robberies  from  being  frequent; 

When 
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When  any  thing  is  ftoleh  unperceîved  it  be- 
longs to  the  thief  ;  in  vain  would  the  owner 
recognize  his  own  property  in  his  neighbour's 
tent,  he  cannot  reclaim  it  ;  it  ceafes  to  be 
his  from  the  moment  he  has  been  negligent 
in  its  care.  Hence  arifes  this  peoples'  inclina- 
tion for  rapine  ;  they  do  not  think  they  com- 
mit a  crime,  and  only  follow,  in  this  regard, 
a  cuftom  allowed  by  their  laws. 

When  an  Arab  is  going  to  market,  or  on 
hfs  return  from  thetice^  if  he  do  hot  take  the 
greateft  care  to  keep  his  journey  a  fecret,  he 
is  often  attacked.  Neighbouring  Arabs  are 
deiirous  of  profiting  by  his  induftry,  and  as 
there  are  no  pcrfohs  in  the  country  appointed 
to  apprehend  robbers,  thé  hope  of  booty  fpurs 
them  on  to  the  attack.  That  they  may  have 
nothing  to  fear,  they  lay  in  wait,  when  the 
night  is  coming  on,  for  him  they  mean  to 
pillage. 

Their  intention  is  never  to  kill  ;  they  only 
endeavour  to  furprife,  to  difarm,  and  to  make 
thcmfelves  mafters  of  every  thing  that  comes 
in  their  way.  But  it  fomctimcs  happens  that 
the  man  they  intend  to  plunder,  being  ac- 
quainted  with  the  cuftoms  of  his  country, 
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keeps  an  attentive  ear,  Aaiids  on  his  guard, 
fires  upon  his  afTailants  at  the  firft  motion  he 
obferves,  and  then  fights  defperately  with  his 
dagger.  The  report  of  the  mulket  almof):  al- 
ways brings  out  the  neighbouring  Arabs, 
who,  in  virtue  of  the  laws  of  hofpitality,  take 
the  defence  of  the  weaker  fide.  They  run  up 
well  armed,  and  then  woe  to  the  aggreflbrs, 
if  they  do  not  fave  themfelves  by  a  fpeedy 
flight. 

In  thefe  cafes  it  little  matters  who  falls  ;  the 
afiPair  ends  there  ;  the  dead  man  pafles  for  the 
aggreflbr  ;  nor  do  the  family  ever  feek  foi^ 
vengeance.  They  content  themfelves  with 
burying  the  dead  where  they  were  killed, 
turning  their  heads  to  the  eafl,  and  heaping 
up  all  the  ftones  at  hand  upon  their  tomb. 

The  chiefs  of  hordes  are  always  the  eldeft  of 
their  families.  The  difference  of  wealth  is 
not  confidered  ;  the  chief  often  having  feveral 
individuals  at  his  houfe  richer  than  himfelf, 
who  neverthelefs  obey  him  in  every  particular  ; 
he  is,  properlyfpeaking,  their  King;  examines 
their  difference  with  the  old  men,  and  judges 
without  appeal.  As  to  himfelf,  he  cannot  be 
tried,  but  by  the  chiefs  of  fqvcral  hordes  af-* 

fembled. 
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fembled.  It  is  his  bufinefs  to  determine  the 
ipots  where  the  tents  are  to  be  pitched^  the 
moment  of  departure,  aiid  the  place  where  the 
caravan  is  to  flop.  If  the  paflurage  (io  hot  ruf*- 
fice  for  the  herds  of  all  the  horde^  it  divides,  znd 
the  chief  affigns  the  ground  for  the  different 
encampments.  They  are  very  often  compofed 
of  no  more  than  feven  or  eight  tents^  according 
to  the  quality  of  the  ground  they  meet  with* 

The  tent  of  the  chief  is  always  the  largeft 
and  moft  lofty,  and  is  placed  in  the  centre  of 
thedivifions.  When  it  is  determined  upon 
to  quit  an  encampment,  which  never  happens 
till  the  pafture  is  exhaufted,  the  chief  fets  otf 
to  chôôfc  another  fpot. 

In  thefe  removals  the  women  alone  do  all 
the  work;  Early  in  the  morning  they  fold 
Up  the  tent,  and  load  every  thing  upon  the 
camels*  backs  ;  they  then  move  flowly  on, 
that  the  cattle  may  have  time  to  feed  upon 
the  way. 

The  negro  flaves  conduct  the  herds,  the 
Women,  and  the  camels  ;  while  the  Arabs 
fcour  the  country  in  the  front,  to  give  fecu-r 
rity  to  the  march.  Some  few  remain  behind, 
that  in  cafe  a  goat,  a  flieep,  or  a  camel,  (hould 
chance  to  ftray^  they  may  recover,  and  lead 
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it  back  to  its  mafter.     The  inarch  in  general 
does  not  exceed  five  or  fix  hours  duration^ 

It  often  happens  indeed  that  the  fpot  af* 
figned  for  the  pitching  of  the  tents  has  been 
ill  explored,  and  that  other  hordes  have  been 
lately  encamped  there  ;  in  <  this  cafe  they 
are  obliged  to  fet  off  anew,  and  feek  better 
fortune  elfewhere.  This  happens  moft  com- 
monly in  the  feafon  when  water  begins  to 
fail. 

As  there  is  fcarcely  any  in  Zaara,  the  inha- 
bitants are  particularly  careful  to  make  great 
holes,  from  diftance  to  diftance,  by  way  of 
Colleâing  the  rain  water,  which,  flagnant 
and  putrid  as  it  is,  is  the  only  drink  man  or 
b^aft  can  hope  for. 

There  are  very  few  cows  or  oxen  in  the 
étftrif  except  on  the  banks  of  the  Niger  ; 
this  is  owing  to  the  fcarcity  of  water,  for  there 
is  no  want  of  pafture  land. 

The  flocks  and  herds  of  the  Mongearts  are 
compofed  of  nothing  but  flieep,  goats  and  ca- 
mels, all  animals  patient  of  thirft.  Horfes  arc 
alfo  very  fcarce  in  thefe  cantons,  none  but  the 
pofifefibrs  of  numerous  herds  being  able  to 
keep  them^  becaufe  for  want  of  water  it  is  ne- 

ceflary 


COAST  OF  AFRICA.  85 

ccffary  to  have  milk  in  fufficient  abundance 
to  give  it  them  to  drink.  Great  care  is  taken 
to  preferve  the  earners  urine,  both  to  mix  with 
milk,  and  to  wafh  the  different  vefTels  in 
which  they  put  their  food.  Deteftable  as  is  this 
mixture  of  milk  and  urine,  they  are  often  re- 
duced to  the  ufe  of  it;  hunger  and  thirft  give 
a  relifli  to  every  thing  ;  mult  a  co^it  facer e  ne^ 
cej/itas. 

The  only  workmen  ufeful  to  this  nation, 
arc  blackfmiths  or  ^oldfngiiths,  as  they  may  be 
called  indifferently.  The  Mongearfs  not  be- 
ing fufficiently  laborious  to  apply  thenjfelves 
to  fuch  occupations,  thefe  workmen  come 
from  Bilidulgerid,  and  difperfe  themfelves  all 

pver  the  different  parts  of  the  defert.  Where- 

» 

j&yer  there  are  tents  they  are  lure  to  find  work* 
They  are  fed  for  nothing,  and  receive  be  * 
fides  the  hire  for  their  labour.  They  ipake 
trinkets  for  the  women,  fuch  as  ear-rings  and 
bracelets,  &c.  mei)d  the  broken  veflels,  by 
rivetting  them,  and  clean  the  arms. 

They  are  generally  paid  in  fkins,  goats  and 
camels  hair,  or  oftrich  feathers,  according 
to  their  agreement.  Thofe  who  have  filver 
pay  them  a  tenth  part  of  it's  weight  for  any 
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thing  wrought  out  of  that  metaL  On  their 
return  they  fell  what  they  have  earned  ;  four 
or  five  excurfions  at  mqft  enabling  them  to 
live  afterward?  at  their  eafc,  in  their  own 
country. 

The  Mongearts,  however,  ftand  in  need  of 
other  naerchandife,  fuch  as  fhoes,  and  articles 
of  drefs,  but  they  have  no  artiians  of  their  own 
nation.  Wretched  fandals  are  their  only  ma- 
nufaâurc  ;  their  other  wants  they  fupply  by 
going  in  caravans  to  Bilidulgerid,  or  to  the 
Trafars,  a  nation  of  Moorç  thîft  inhabit  the 
northern  banks  of  the  Niger.  They  give  a 
part  of  their  cattle  ifi  exchange. 

Thofe  whpfe  herds  are  barely  fufficient 
for  their  fubfiftence,  go  without  thefe  articles  ; 
gpat-fkinSy  fewed  together,  ferve  them  as  a 
drefs,  and  proteft  them  from  the  viciffitudcs 
pf  the  fcafons. 

When  they  can  procure  the  uuff  called 
Guinea  blues,  fpr  fhirts,  they  do  not  let  flip 
the  opportunity;  it  is  the  height  of  their 
finery  ;  but  when  that  is  not  to  be  had  they 
wear  woollen  ones  ;  having  befides  a  haick,  or 
kind  of  blanket,  five  ells  long,  and  five  quar- 
ters wide,   and  a  cloak  of  cameUs  hair,  to. 
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keep  off  the  dew  or  rain  on  the  road,  or  dur- 
ing the  night. 

None  but  the  moft  weahhy  can  procure 
this  latter  article  ;  the  reft  imitating  it  with 
goat-lkinSy  and  wrapping  a  roll  of  linen,  or 
other  ftuff  round  their  heads,  in  the  form  of  z 
turban  ;  this  uiage  is  however  only  followed 
by  the  priefts,  or  thofe  who  have  made  a  piU 
grimage  to  Mecca. 

They  always  carry  a  little  leathern  bag,  fuf- 
pended  from  their  neck,  in  which  they  put 
their  tinder,  their  pipe,  and  their  tobacco. 
Their  daggers  are  elegant  ;  the  hilt  is  alws^ys 
black,  and  inlaid  with  ivory  ;  the  blade  is 
crooked,  and  fharp  on  either  fide  ;  the  fheath 
is  of  brafs  on  one  fide,  and  of  filver  on  the 
other,  and  of  very  tolerable  workm^nfhip. 
They  wear  fabres  when  they  can  get  them, 
and  prefer  thofe  of  Spanifli  make.  Their 
mulkets  are  always  highly  ornamented  ;  the 
ftock  is  very  fmall,  and  inlaid  on  every  fide 
with  ivory,  and  the  barrel  emhoffed  with 
brafs  or  filver,  according  to  the  opulence  pf 
the  owner.  There  is  a  fpring  to  the  lock,  co- 
vering the  priming,  to  prevent  the  piece  fi-om 
going  off,  contrary  to  the  iutentipn  of  him 

G  4  who 


88  VOYAGES  TO  THE 

who  carries  it.  The  poor,  who  do  not  poffeft 
mulkets,  wear  daggers,  made  like  the  Flemiih 
knives,  with  leathern  iheaths.  They  arm  them- 
felves  alfo  with  a  thick  ftick,  to  the  end  of 
"which  they  fix  a  kind  of  iron  wedge.  This 
weapon  is  exceedingly  dangerous  at  clofe  quar- 
ters. Others  carry  zagays.  In  a  word,  the  prin- 
cipal riches  of  an  Arab,  and  his  higheft  gratifi- 
cations, are  ahandfome  mulket  and  a  good  dag- 
ger. He  prefers  them  to  neatnefs  of  apparel  ; 
for  as'to  drefs,it  isindif&rent  to  him,  whether 
he  be  cloathed  in  Guinea  blues,  woollen  fluffs, 
or  goat-lkins.  Their  arms  being  their  principal 
ornament,  they  take  particular  care  to  put 
the  mulkets  in  leathern  bags,  by  way  of  keep- 
ing them  in  good  order,  and  prefer.ving  them 
from  the  ruft.  » 

Accuftomed  to  live  on  milk,  and  the  corn 
they  procure  from  their  neighbours,  thefe 
people  are  entirely  taken  up  with  the  care  of 
their  cattle  :  agriculture  is  totally  out  of  the 
queftion,  and  they  are  even  fo  flothful  as  not 
to  provide  their  food  till  urged  by  hunger. 
Then  perhaps  it  is  not  to  be  had,  and  they 
are  obliged  to  be  contented  with  milk,  which, 
very  fortunately,  is  always  in  abundance. 

While 
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While  the  women  arc  employed  hi  houfe- 
hold  affairs,  the  negroes  and  children  of  the 
Arabs  tend  the  flocks.  They  leave  the  tetits 
about  nine  or  ten  in  the  morning,  and  do  not 
return  till  the  evening,  the  children  of  the 
Arabs  who  have  no  flaVes  taking  care  to  carry 
viâuals  with  them.  The  women  would  be 
beat,  if  they  did  not  provide  them  with  food. 
As  to  the  negroes,  fhey  fet  off'fafting.  It  is 
true,  that  however  (avage  be  the  country,  they 
are  fure  of  meeting  with  roots,  fuch  as  truf- 
fles, and  fweet  potatoes,  and  with  a  red  fruit, 
much  fmaller  than  jujubes^  but  of  the  fame 
tafte.  Many  other  wild  plants,  that  afford 
nourifhment  are  alfb  to  be  met  with. 

As  to  the  men,  they  go  either  to  the  places 
of  ailembly  of  feveral  hordes,  or  to  the  public 
markets,  where  they  procure  every  thing 
they  want  for  their  houfehold,  or  for  hunting; 
the  game  they  are  the  fondeft  of  purfuing  is 
the  oftrich,  becaufe  it  affords  the  moil  food 
and  profit.  As  horfcs  are  indifpenfably  necef- 
fary  for  this  fpecies  of  hunting,  it  is  under- 
taken by  horfemen  alone,  who  go  out  twenty 
together,  and  ride  againft  the  wind  at  about  a 
quarter  of  a  league  diftance,  behind  one  ano- 
ther. 
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ther.     They  rufh  upon  the  animal  as  fbon  as 
they  perceive  it. 

The  oftrich,  being  unable  to  make  ufe  of 
it's  wings  againft  the  wind,  turns  towards 
them,  and  eafily  avoids  the  firft  horfeman. 
If  it's  agility  fave  it  from  the  fécond  and  thirds 
it  is.impbffible  for  it  to  efcape  the  reft.  They 
feldom  have  recourfe  to  their  mulkct  to  knock 
it  down  ;  a  ftick,  about  two  feet  in  length, 
fufficing  to  bring  it  to  the  ground.  They 
then  lofe ,  no  time  in  killing  it,  pluck  out  it's 
feathers,  divide  them  as  well  as  the  flefli,  and 
retire  each  to  his  family,  where  they  do  not 
fail  to  regale  thenifelves  with  the  produce  of 
their  Iport. 

When  a  number  of  Mongearts  have  join- 
ed in  an  aflbciation  for  hunting,  pillaging 
their  enemies,  or  trade,  they  divide  the  booty 
x>r  property  acquired,  into  as  many  Hiaries  as 
there  are  perfons  to  partake  of  it;  then,  to 
avoid  all  difpute,  each  putting  fomething  or 
other  into  the  Ikirt  of  a  pagne^  mingle  them 
'  together,  and  the  firft  child,  woman,  or 
ftranger,  who  happens  to  pafs,  takes  thefe 
effeâs,  which  he  knows  nothing  about,  and 
lays  one  upon  each  Ihare.     Every  one  recog- . 

nizes, 
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nizcs  his  own,  and  happy  is  he  who  has  the 
largefl  lot.  This  iimple  and  natural  mode  of 
diviiion  iaves  them  an  infinite  number  of  dif- 
putes.  The  market-women  in  Brittany,  fol* 
low  the  fame  cuflom,  and  never  have  any 
contention  about  their  ihares. 

When  the  tents  are  feparated  by  families, 
for  the  greater  covenience  of  pafture,  the  men 
land  boys,  great  and  fmall,  aifemble  at  the  fet- 
ting  of  the  fun,  on  the  hill  the  nearefl  at  hand 
to  their  refpeftive  herdsj  and  there  e^ercife 
themfelvesin  their  different  fports  of  dexterity 
or  ftrength,  or  join  in  a  dance.  Generally 
there  arc  two  or  three  negro  muficians  with 
them,  who,  with  their  favage  mufic,  excite 
their  hearts  to  joy.  They  remain  in  thefe  af- 
femblies  till  near  midnight,  when  they  retire 
to  their  tents  to  fcek  repofe. 

On   Friday,   their  great  feftival,   feveral 
hordes  aflemble,  and  pafs  the  whole  day  in  di-  - 
verfions  of  various  kinds  ;  they  ride  races,  ex-^ 
ercife  themfelves  in  the  uTe  of  arms,  and  emu- 
late  one  another  in  thefe  public  fports. 

It  is  in  thefe  aifemblies  that  the  mod  pro* 
mifing  youths  diftin^uifh  themfelves.  They 
attraâ  the  attention  of  all  the  fpeâators,  and 

in 
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in  flate  concerns  the  moft  experienced  are 
chofen.to  watch  over  the  common  weal.  It 
is  alfo  from  among  thefe  young  men  that  is 
feleûed  the  advanced  guard  that  marches  bç- 
fore  the  caravan  in  the  rainy  feafon. 

All  the  riches  of  the  Mongearts  confift  in 
their  herds,  and  accordingly  they  take  the 
greateft  care  to  preferve  them.  If  a  bcaft  be 
fick,  every  thing  is  done  to  cure  it  ;  no  care 
is  fpared  ;  it  is  even  treated  with  more  atten- 
tion than  a  man  ;  but  when  it  evidently  ap- 
pears that  there  is  no  hope  of  faving  it's  life, 
they  kill  and  eat  it.  If  it  be  a  camel,  the 
neighbours  are  called  in  to  partake  of  the  rc- 
paft,  if  a  goat,  the  inhabitants  of  the  tejit 
fuffîce  for  it's  confumption. 

An  animal  that  dies  without  ihcdding  blood 
is  unclean.  It's  throat  muft  be  cut  ;  the  per- 
son who  kills  it  turning  to  the  eaft,  and  pro- 
nouncing beforehand  the  firft  words  of  the  ge- 
neral prayer. 

An  animal  killed  by  a  wild  boar  is  unclean  ; 
nor  is  it  eaten  although  it's  blood  has  been 
fhed,  becaufe  the  wild  boar  is  itfelf  an  unclean 
beaft.  That  fpecles  is  fo  numerous  in  the  de- 
fert  that  they  do  more  mifchief  than  all  the 

other 
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Other  wild  beads  together.  The  Arabs  kill 
as  many  as  they  can  ;  but  never  tafte  their 
flefh. 

Whatever  loffes  an  Arab  may  meet  with,  he 
is  never  heard  to  complain  ;  he  rifes  fuperior 
to  poverty,  fupports  hunger,  thirft  and  fa- 
tigue, with  patience,  and  his  courage  is  proof 
againft  every  event.  God  will  have  it  fo, 
fays  he  ;  he  employs,  however,  every  means 
in  his  power  to  avert  misfortune  ;  and  often 
expofes  himfelf  to  the  greateft  dangers  to  pro* 
cure  matters  of  no  real  utility.  » 

When  a  father  of  a  family  dies,  all  the  ef-» 
feâs  in  his  tent  are  feized  upon  by  the  eldefl 
fon  prefent  at  his  deceafe.  Gold,  iilver, 
trinkets,  every  thing  difappears,  and  the  ab- 
fent  children  have  only  an  equal  ihare  in  the 
divifîon  of  the  cattle  and  the  flaves.  The 
girls  are  entirely  excluded  from  all  parti- 
cipation, and  take  up  their  relidence  with  their 
eldeft  brother. 

If  the  deceafed  leave  children  in  helplefs  in- 
fancy, the  mother  takes  them  with  her  to 
her  fitter's,  if  fhe  have  a  fifter  married  ;  if 
not,  to  her  own  maternal  roof.  The  dead 
man's  poflTeffions,  however,  are  not  loft  ;   the 

chief 
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chief  of  the  horde  takes  care  of  them,  and  de- 
livers them  ill  equal  portions  to  the  heirs,  as 
foon  as  they  are  old  enough  to  manage  their 
own  property.  If  an  Arab  die  without  male 
children,  his  wife  returns  to  her  relations, 
and  his  brother  inherits  his  cfifefts. 

The  women  arc  much  more  refpe&td 
among  the  Mongeartsthan  among  the  neigh- 
bouring nations  ;  they  are  nevcrthelefs  in 
a  ftate  of  fubjeftion  that  nearly  approaches 
llavery.  They  are  obliged  to  prepare  the 
food,  to  fpin  the  goats  and  camels  hair,  of 
which  the  tents  are  made,  to  milk  thte  cattle, 
to  pick  up  the  neceflary  fupply  of  wood  for 
the  night,  and  when  the  hour  of  repaft  is 
come,  that  is  to  fay,  the  fctting  of  the  fun^ 
they  wait  upon  their  huibands. 

All  the  freemen  and  flaves  of  the  fame  reli- 
gion eat  together,  the  remains  ferving  for' 
the  women.  Thofe  who  have  negrefles  arc 
always  idle,  and  have  nothing  to  do  but  to 
give  their  orders  ;  the  greater  number  are  ift 
this  predicament,  none  but  the  families  who 
have  fuflained  lofles  being  deflitutc  of  flave^^ 
and  hence  it  is  that  the  women  are  almofl  al- 
ways unemployed. 

Although 
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Although  polygamy  be  authorifeJ  by  their 
religion,  few  Arabs  however  take  more  than 
one  wife.  They  repudiate  her,  it  is  true,  at 
will,  when  (he  does  not  bear  them  boys^  but 
then  (he  is  free  to  live  with  another  man  ;  but 
if,  on  the  contrary,  (he  have  the  good  fortune 
to  have  one  or  more  male  children,  her  huf* 
band's  regard  for  her  is  inconceivable.  She 
has  no  longer  a  divorce  to  fear,  has  an  ab(b* 
lute  authority  in  the  tent,  and  pafles  her 
whole  time  in  converfation,  fleep,  or  dancing, 
as  (he  thinks  fit.  The  captive  negrefles  do 
all  her  work,  and  arc  no  longer  a(îîfted  in 
their  labour  by  the  Arab*s  wife,  who  treats 
them  on  the  contrary  with  the  greateft  har(h* 
nefs  and  arrogance. 

When  a  woman  is  not  agreeable  to  her  huf* 
band,  or  when  he  is  difagreeable  to  her,  they 
have  it  in  their  power  to  part.  The  forma- 
lity in  this  cafe  confifts  in  the  wife's  retiring 
to  her  parents.  If  the  bufband  be  attached  to 
her  he  goes  thither  in  queft  of  her  ;  but  if 
(he  periift  in  rcfufing  to  return  (he  is  free, 
and  at  liberty  to  marry  another.  If  however 
(he  have  had  a  child,  efpecially  a  boy,  (he  has 
not  the  fame  privilege  ;  in  that  cafe,  if  her 

retreat 
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retreat  fhould  kft  more  than  eight  dayâ,'  il 
might  be  puniihed  with  death. 

When  a  man  beats  his  wife,  it  is  a  fure  fign 
that  he  is  iincerely  attached  to  her,  and  that 
he  does  not  mean  to  part  with  hef  ;  if  hé  con* 
tent  himfelf  with  reproaches,  the  wife  thinks 
herfelf  defpifed,  and  infallibly  retires  to  her 
parents.  Hence  it  is  that  in  the  moft  trifling 
difputes  the  women  are  cruelly  beaten  :  they 
prefer  it  to  the  complaints  that  the  hufband 
might  make  to  their  parents  ;  this  proof  be- 
ing the  moft  certain  one  of  a  man's  fondnefs 
for  his  wife.  When  a  girl  marries,  fhe  makes 
up  her  mind  to  fuch  treatment,  deeming  ife 
much  more  fupportable  than  the  humiliation» 
Ihe  would  otherwife  experience  from  her  fa- 
mily, in  confequence  of  her  huflwind's  com- 
plaints. 

The  wife  brings  no  portion  to  her  hufband- 
When  a  Mongeart  is  defirous  of  undertaking 
the  care  of  a  family,  he  pitfches  upon  the  girl 
that  pleafes  him  the  moft^  and  afks  her  of  her 
father  without  further  formality  ;  nor  can  th^ 
latter  refufe  her,  unlefs  the  man  who  pretends 
to  her  hand,  have  done  fomething  contrary  to 
the  laws  of  the  nation.  The  girl  is  conduced  by 

her 


dOAST  OF  AFRICA.  ^f 

tiëi^  parents  to  the  tent  of  her  futui'e  huftand, 
%yhere  there  ïs  always  an  abundant  repaft  pre** 
pared  for  the  ceremony.  Prefents  are  made 
to  the  father  ;  but  if  the  fon-in-law  be  poor 
his  wife^S  family  aflift  him,  and  furnifh  him 
with  the  means  of  increafing  his  flocks  ;  if,  on 
the  contral-y,  he  be  rich,  and  the  father  poor, 
he  fuppcrts  the  whole  family  in  his  own 
tent. 

The  fidelity  of  the  wometi  is  incorruptible  J 
different  in  their  opinions  from  all  the^other 
l^fahometans)  they  think  they  are  irh  mortal 
like  the  men  ;  but  they  do  not  flatter  them* 
felves  with  the  poffibility  of  pretending  to 
happlnefs  in  the  other  world,  unlefs  when 
they  (hall  hare  been  faithful  to  their  hiifbands. 
If  they  fliouH  fail  in  this  duty,  they  think  they 
ibould  be  the  eternal  flaves  of  the  more  vir^ 
tuous  part  of  their  fex,  without  ever  partaking 
bf  their  blifs. 

They  often  vifit  one  another  ;  on  thefe  og-^ 
caftons,  the  honour  confifts  in  letting  the  fe- 
male who  comes  to  fee  her  friend  or  relation 
do  all  the  work  of  the  tent.  The  vifitor  af- 
lumes  the  management  of  every  thing,  dreflesi 
the  viCtualSj^  churns  the  butter,  and  keeps  her* 

H  felf 
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felf  continually  employed,  while  her  friend 
entertains  her  with  an  account  of  the  different 
affairs  ^f;the  family  or  nation.  . 

The  heartinefs  of  the  welcome  is:  meafured 
by  the  extent  of  the  work  fubnutted  to  the 
gueft,  who  generally  j>reparjîs  double  the 
ufual  quantity  of  food,  fo  ^  that  the  Arab  is 
oblieed  to. invite  his  neighbour*  to  partake  of 
the  repaft.  The  flaves  are  always  pleafed 
with  thefe  enteftainments,  a  larger  portion 
then  coming  to  their  lot..  It, is  the  bufinefs 
of  the  vifitor  to  do  the  honours;  nor  will 
ihe  fuffer  any  body  about  her  to  reniain  dif- 
fatisfied. 

As  neither  fex  wear*  linen,  and  as  the  want 
of  water  will  not  admit  of  their  cloaths  be- 
ing frequently  waihe4,  they  are  covered  with 
vermin*  That  they  may  not  feel  the  incon- 
venience, and  that  they  may  rid  themfelves 
of  the  bite  of  the  gnats,  they  rub  their  whole 
bodies  with  butter  or  greafe,  alvvays  prefer- 
ring  the  moft  rancid.  This  gives  them  an  un- 
fufferable  fmell  to  who  all  are  not  accuilomed 
to  it  by  long  habit.  The  negreffes^  eipecial- 
ly,  who  have  naturally  an  ill  fmell,  exhale  a 
fcent  fufficient  to  dil'guft  a  man  of  thq^^ft 

delicacy  ; 
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delicacy  ;  ixilbmuch  that,  notwithftanding 
my  acquaintance  with  the  country,  I  rather 
chofe  to  fleep  in  the  open  air,  than  to  remain 
in  the  iame  tent  with  a  negrefs. 

An  Arab  muft  be  poor  indeed, .  not  to  have 
at  leaft  one  negro  flave.  His  fde  occupation 
is  the  care  of  the  herd.  They  are  never  em* 
ployed  in  war,  but  they  have  it  in  their  power 
to  .marry.  .  Their  wives,  who  are  captive  ne- 
grcfiibs,  do  all  the  domeftic  work,  and  aw 
roughly  treated  by  the  Arabian  women,  ancj 
by  the  Arabs  themfelves.  Their  children  are 
(laves  like  them»  and  put  to  all  kiiîjds  of 
drudgèrjî^ 

In  their  infancy,  the  little  negroes  may  at- 
tend  the  public  fchools,  and  join  in  all  the 
amufements  of  the  young  Arabs  :  but  if  they 
be  guilty  of  a. fault,  they  are  rigoroufly  pu-; 
nifliêd:  tbefe  people,  who  have  fo  blind  a 
complaiiknce  for  their  children,  becaufe  they 
do  not  fuppofe  they  have  fufficient  knowledge, 
have  no  kind..of  confideration  for  thofe  of  the 
negroes,  but  treat  them  with  unheard  of  bar- 
barity. If  it  happen  that  an  Arab  have  a  boy 
by  a  negrefs,  (he  is  better  treated,  without 
however  ccafing  to  be  a  flave.     Her  child  is, 

H  z  brought 
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brought  up  like  the  other  Arabs^  and  enjoys 
freedom,  and  the  rank  of  citi2en* 

When  the  mafter  of  a  tent  has  a  Chriflian 
flave,  which  only  happens  when  there  has 
been  a  (hipwreck  on  the  coaft,  the  white  is 
confidered  as  fuperior  to  the  negro,  although 
the  latter  be  a  Mahometan,  He  is  fed  fepa- 
rately,  his  viéluals  are  taken  from  the  gene- 
ral flock,  and  if  any  remain,  which  can  only 
happen  on  days  of  ceremony,  neither  the  wo* 
men  nor  even  the  (laves  will  touch  it  :  they 
carry  their  fcruples  fo  far  as  not  even  to  make 
ufe  of  any  thing  that  has  contained  a  Chrif- 
tian's  food.  As  to  the  iatter's  occupations,  I 
have  faid  enough  of  them  in  my  relation  of  the 
(hipwreck. 

If  the  Chriftian  be  a  child,  he  is  treated  like 
thofe  of  the  Arabs,  and  has  no  talk  fet  him, 
obeying  only  the  impulfe  of  his  will.  The 
Moor  who  fhould  be  ra(h  enough  to  ftrike 
him,  would  run  a  rifle  of  his  life.  Our  cabin- 
boys  fufFered  nothing  in  their  flavery;  no 
fcrvice  was  required  from  them  ;  they  did 
whatever  they  pleafed  ;  and  when  the  horde 
removed,  the  women  took  the  greateft  care 
to  make  them  get  upon  the  camels,  for  fear 

of  their  being  fatigued. 

Not  with- 
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Notwithftanding  the  hardfhips  experienced 
in  this  country,  it  is  ftill  fortunate  for  the 
ihipwrecked  man  to  be  of  the  French  or  Eng.- 
liih  nation.     Some  time  before  us  a  Spnuifli 
bark  had  the  misfortune  to  run  aground,  near 
the  place  where  we  were  loft  ;   there  were 
fourteen  men,  and  two  women  on  board.   As 
it  appeared  that  they  came  from  the  Canary 
Iflands,    they  were    all  maflacred   without 
mercy,  except  the  women,  who  were  referved 
for  lale  at  Morocco,     Nor  is  it  without  rea- 
fbn  that  the  Mongearts  aft  in  this  manner 
with  the  inhabitants  of  the  Canaries,  and  even 
with  all  Spaniards  whatever  ;   we  afterwards 
learned  that  their  hatred  arofe  from  the  na- 
tives of  the  above  iflands  making  frequent 
defcoits  upon  their  coafts,    and  carrying  off 
men»  women^  and  cattle,  every  thing  in  fhort 
that  they  meet  with. 

Thefe  people  are  ignorant  of  what  becomes 
pf  their  countrymen,  and  facrifice,  without 
exception,  all  thofe  of  the  Spanifh  nation  that 
fall  into  their  hands  ;  while,  oq  the  contrary, 
they  treat  the  French  and  Eugliih  as  well  as 
they  can,  and  that  is  bad  enough.  They  are 
acquainted  with   the  two  latter  nations  by 

H  3        /^^^^       the 
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the  trade  they  carry  on  along  the  banks  of 
the  Niger,  and  in  all  the  cities  fubjeét  to  the 
dominion  of  the  Emperor  of  Morocco. 

Medicine  is  almoft  unknown  among  the 
Mongearts,  their  priefls  alone  being  the  depo- 
fitaries  of  the  fecrets  of  that  important  art. 
Their  general  remedies  for  internal  difeafes 
are  regimen,  reft,  and  a  few  maxims  of  the 
Alcoran,  which  the  prieft  myfterioufly  applies 
to  the  affected  part. 

-  In  the  head-ach  they  bind  the  head  with 
fuch  extraordinary  violence  as  to  force  out  the 
blood  from  the  forehead.  Fleih  wounds  are 
cured  with  fire  ;  that  is  to  fay,  a  ftab  is  heated 
by  cauterizing  the  injured  part  with  the  red- 
hot  blade  of  a  knife.  Turtle's  oil  and  tar  are 
then  put  upon  it,  the  wound  is  enveloped 
with  herbs  of  known  efficacy,  and  by  thefe 
means  they  bring  about  a  fpeedy  cure. 

The  country  is  full  of  antelopes,  wild  boars, 
lions,  tygers,  apes,  and  ferpents.  The  tyger*s 
Ikin  fells  to  advantage  ;  that  of  the  fnake  is 
carefully  preferved,  being  of  ufe,  as  they  fay, 
in  ftrengthenlng  the  fight,  which  is  eafily  loft 
in  a  country  where  one  is  obliged  to  lie  in  the 
open  air.     A  bandage  of  this  Ikin  is  put  upon 

the 
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die  eyes,  -and  the  patient  in  a  fhdrt  time  finds 
relief,  .One-of  our  failorB  was  cured  in  this 
manner,  in  three  days,  on  the  road- to  Tan- 
gier. 

The  fcorpion  cafries  the  antidote  to  it's 
own  poifon  :  it  is  fufficient  to  crufli  it  upon 
the  wound,  otherwife,  to  efcape  death,  it 
would  foon  be  necefTary  to  cut  off  the  bitten 
part,  the  venom  fpeedily  communicating  it-* 
felf  to  the  cireulatiori. 

Snakes  are  very  common  in  the  Defert,  but 
it  contains  few  fcorpions  ;  the  latter  fpecies 
delights  in  old  ruins,  and  is  very  numerous  in 
deferted  cities. 

The  wild  boars  do  very  great  mifchief. 
They  often  rufli  upon  the  flocks  of  goats; 
but  as  the  Mongearts  are  always  armed,  ei- 
ther with  mulkets,  or  fome  other  weapon, 
they  kill  a  great  many,  and  endeavour  to  keep 
them  at  the  greateft  diftance  poffible  from 
their  habitations. 

The  ground  in  the  Defert  is  uncultivated, 
and  almoft  every  where  parched  up  ;  few 
trees  are  met  with,  the  country  being  only 
covered  with  brufh-wood  ;  here  and  there, 
however,  palm  and  date-trees  are  fcen,  but 

H  4  they 
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they  arc  very  fcarce.     Fine  plains^  alfo  occur^ 
that  might  be  made  prodi^âive,  did  m>t  three 
reafbsi^  opp^ip  their  cultivation.     Tiie  firit 
arifeg  ffona  the  inhabitants'  manner  of  liviag, 
who  content  themfelveç  with  a  mi^k  diet  9  of 
which  they  have  always  a  plenty  {  the  fecon4 
from  the  >yanderir>g  life  they  lead,  without  a 
fettled  abode^  and  very  often  neyer  fitt^ifig 
their   feet  a   fécond  time  i^  the  fpot  from 
which   they  remove  :    the  third  and   mofl: 
weighty  one  is,   their  being  obliged  to  leave 
the  plains  in  the  rainy  feafons,  and  tp  tak^ 
refuge  in  the  mountains  ;   fp  that  being  un-f 
der  the  neceffity  of  rqmpying  from  place 
to  place,  they  might  not  be  able  to  gather  in 
their  harveft,   and  thus  would  lofe  thç  fruits 
of  their  labour. 

All  cultivation  is  alfo  oppofed  by  the  flying 
fand,  which,  beiqg  infinitely  light,  rifes  in^^o 
high  mountains,  that  frequently  fhiff  their 
place.  It  is  very  remarkable  that  this  fand 
forms  itfelf  into  mounds,  at  regular  intervals 
of  diftancc,  as  if  they  had  been  thrown  up  on 
purpofe  with  a  deal  of  labour.  This  fand  is 
one  of  the  greateft  inconveniences  of  the 
pountry.      When  the  wind  begins  to  fill  the. 

air 
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jur  with  it|  the  Arabs  decamp  without  delay, 
ioad  their  camels,  turn  their  backs  upon  the 
gale,  and  h^fte  away  :   but  for  this  wife  pre- 
caution a  fingle  night  would  be  enough  to  • 
heap  fifty  feet  of  fand  upon  their  heads. 

All  thefe  cuftoms  are  nearly  general  among 
the  Trafars,  and  the  Bracnars,  nations  inha- 
Jbiting  the  northern  banks  of  the  Niger.  The 
latter  difFç r  only  in  fome  few  unimportant 
cuftoms,  that  proceed  from  their  communica- 
tion with  the  negroes,  from  whom  they  arc 
Separated  only  by  the  river.     , 

Thefe  ufages  are  likewife  general  in  Bili- 
dulgerid,  and  in  the  ftafies  dependent  on  the 
Emperpr  of  Morocco  :  for  this  reafon,  when 
fpeaking  of  thç  nations  that  inhabit  thofe  fe** 
veral  countries,  I  fhall  only  dwell  upon  the 
cuftpms  that  are  not  in  praâice  among  the 
Monc^earts. 

o 

It  only  remains  to  obferve, ,  that  all  thefe  - 
nations  call  and  think  themfelves  but  one,  and 
that  they  aredepominated,  without  diftinftion, 
Arabs  or  Moors.  In  the  Defer t  they  are 
pleafed  with  the  name  pf  Monfelemines.  It 
fcems  as  if  they  were  honoured  by  that  ap- 
pellatippj  of  which  they  are  proud,  although 

the 
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the'  true  Moafelemines,  are  their  tnoft  inve- 
terate enemies. 


BILIDULGERID. 

BiLiDULOERiD,  in  the  part  I  have  travelled 
thj'ough,  is  inhabited  by  a  people  known  by 
the  general  nanie  of  Monfelemines.  They 
differ  in  their  religion  and  cuftoms  from  the 
Moors  their  neighbours,  and  from'  the  Mon* 
gearts,  inhabitants  of  the  Defert.  This  variar 
tion  however  is  hardly  perceptible.  The 
parts  that  confinç  on  Morocco  follow  the 
cuftoms  of  that  empire,  unlefs  in  one  fingular 
particular.*  They  that  are  in  the  vicinitj  of 
the  Defert;  and  do  not  turn  their  attention  to 
trade,  adhere  more  clofely  to  thr  prejudices 
of  their  nation. 

This  Arabian  tribe,  no  doubt,  derives  its  ori- 
gin and  name  from  the  fefltaries  of  Mofeilama, 
a'  contemporary  of  the  great  prophet.  They 
have  the  fafne^  love  of  liberty  as  the  ancient 
Arabs,  and  follow,  in  all  refpe£ts,  the  cuftoms 
of  the  people  who  lived  in  the  remoter  ages. 
Like  the  Mahometans  they  have  the  greateft 

refpedt 
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refpeft  for  the  prophet,  but  they  are  far  from 
believing  that  he  was  infallible  ;  that  his  de- 
fcendants  are  all  infpired  by  God,  that  their 
will  is  a  law,  and  that  it  is  impoffible  to-  be 
a  good  Mahometan,  without  giving  faith  to 
fuch  ideas. 

This  nation,  in  the  part  wafhed  by  the  At- 
lantic, occupies  a  fpace  of  land  of  various 
qualities,  from  about  twenty  leagues  from  St. 
Croix  de  Barbarie  to  the  diftance  of  about 
thirty  beyond  Cape  Non.  The  limits  of  their 
poflefiions  are  indicated  by  lofty  columns, 
placed  at  diftant  intervals  towards  the  Defert. 
This  they  have  done  as  they  have  thought 
fit,  the  inhabitants  of  the  Defert  never  inter- 
fering, and  even  inhabiting  uximolefted  by 
any  body,  the  fpots  where  the  pillars  ftand. 

Some  people  pretend  that  thefe  columns 
were  erefted  by  the  Emperors  of  Morocco,  to 
mark  the  bounds  of  their  empire.  However 
it  may  be,  the  country  is  inhabited  by  an  af- 
lemblage  of  true  Arabs,  defcended  from  the 
ancient  Arabs,  and  of  fugitive  Moors  from 
the  empire  of  Morocco. 

The  government  is  republican.  They  de- 
fend themfelves  with   great  courage,  choofe 

new 
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new  chiefs  every  year,  and  pnfs  for  invincible 

ill  the  eyes  of  the  Moors,  as  wdl  on  account 

of  the  difficulty  of  penetrating  into   their 

country,  furrouudcd  as  it  is  on  every  fide  by 

fteep  and  arid  mountains,  as  from  their  cou-^ 

rage,  and  the  obftinate  refiftance  they  oppofeto 

the  efforts  of  their  enemies. 

This  nation,  more  civilized  than  thofe  that 

inhabit  the  defçrt,  is  not  for  ever  wandering 

from  region  to  region  ;  but  is  fettled  in  towns 

that  are  all  fituated  upon  the  declivity  of  hills* 

Their  houfes  are  built  of  ftpne  and  earth, 

and  are  of  a  conftruftion  fimilar  to  thofe  of 

the  Moors  ;  they  are  low,  and  covered  with 

terraffes  that  are  laid  floping  to  carry  off  the 

waten     The  heavy  rains  that  prevail  in  this 

country  for  three  months  of  the  year,   ^^o 

greatly  prejudicial  to  this  kind  of  habitations  ; 

infomuch  that  they  are  obliged  to  change 

their  abode   every  fifteen  or  twenty  years. 

The  towns  are  inhabited  by  the  artifans,  and 

opulent  people,  as  well  as  by  the  Jews,  who 

are   occupied  in  a  variety  of  work.      The 

Monfelemines   have    mofques,    where   they 

affemble  to  pray  on  Fridays.     Although  that 

day  is  confecratcd  to  religious  duties,  it  does 

not 
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not  prevent  them  from  working  :  it  is  the 
day  of  thetr  principal  market,  when  the 
country  people,  and  Arabs  of  the  Defert  re- 
pair thither  to  trade.  There  are  public 
fquares  for  the  fale  of  tnerchandife,  the  in- 
habitants alone  having  little  fliops  to  expole 
their  goods  to  fale.  As  to  the  others,  they 
merely  fpread  them  out  upon  the  fquare.  If 
any  difputes  arifè,  the  old  men  judge  ¥lith- 
out  appeal,  and  the  fuit  is  immediately  ter- 
minated. 

More  induftrious  and  more  laborious  than 
their  neighbours,  the  Monfelemine  natioa 
cultivates  the  earth.  The  chief  of  each  fa- 
mily having  chofen  the  ground  that  appears 
to  him  moft  proper,  they  flightly  turn  up 
the  furface  of  the  earth  with  a  kind  of  crook, 
and  then  throw  in  the  feed.  They  take  care 
to  furround  the  field  with  buflies,  to  indicate 
the  fpot  that  has  been  cultivated,  and  to  keep 
oflF  the  cattle  of  the  wandering  Arabs.  The 
crop  is  ripe  three  months  after  the  fowing  of 
the  feed,  generally  at  the  end  of  March  : 
they  cut  their  corn  at  about  fix  inches  from 
the  ear,  and  make  it  up  into  little  bundles. 
Every  body  then  goes  to  work  from  morning 

till 
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till  night  without  in terrhiflion.  The  corh  is 
brought  before  the  tent,  threflicd,  win^iowed, 
and  then  laid  by.  As  foon  as  the  harveft  is 
over  they  fet  fire  to  the  ftralv  that  remains 
ftanding^  and  abandon  the  field  for  two  ot 
three  years. 

Their  method  of  keeping  their  corn  is 
cxaftiy  fimilar  to  that  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Barftary.  They  make  for  the  purpofe  a  great 
hole  in  the  earth,  in  the  form  oiùitfrujirum 
of  a  cone,  and  fill  it  with  wood,  to  which 
"they  fet  fire  :  this  operation  over,  they  clean 
the  cavity,  and  there  depofit  the  half- win*- 
no^ved  corn  :  they  then  take  ftrong  planks, 
lay  them  clofe  to  one  another,   aiid  cover  the 

*  •  » 

whole  with  eà^th.  By  thefe  means,  it  is 
rendered  impoffible  to  cut  off  their  fupplies  in 
time  of  war,  the  enemy  marching,  without 
knowing  it,  over  heaps  of  corn. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  plains  make  a  flo^ 
in  feed-time,  and  return  at  the  moment  of 
the  harveft  :  every  one  knows  the  fpot  he  has 
cultivated,  and  reaps  the  crop.  When  they 
have  done  fo,  they  lay  by  the  corn  in  tbô 
manner  I  have  juft  mentioned,  and  go  wan* 
dcrin^  about  in  all  direftions  with  their  cattle, 

only 


COAST  OF  AFRICA.  m 

only* taking  with  them  what  is  abfolutely 
iieceffary.  When  they  find  that  their  ftock 
is  nearly  ejihaufted^  feVeral  individuals  well 
armed,  fet  off  with  their  camels,  and  go  to 
the  magazines  of  the  horde  to  fetch  a  fupply. 
Every  one  fhares  in  proportion  to  the  number 
of -men  he  employed  in  labouring  for  the 
common  advantage.  ;  i  .  . 
'  The  laws  of  hofpitality  arc  generally  ob- 
fcrved  among  the  wandering  tribes  ;  and  here*, 
as  in  the  Defert,  ithe  travelier  pays  nothing  for 
his  entertainment.  It  is  not  the  fame  in  the 
towns,  where  the  multitude  of  ftrangèrs  that 
frequent  the  market,  oblige  them  to  exaâ: 
payment,  othervvife  the  inhabitants  would 
ever  be  poor,  fince  on  the  market  days,  and 
thofe  of  aflfembly,  they  would  have  an  in* 
énite  number  of  aliens:  tb  fupport.  As  to 
lodgings,  the  country  Arabs!  always  fleep 
upon  the  f erraffes  in  fhe  open  air,  the  in- 
habitants permitting 'Honerhut  their  kinfmen, 
friends,   or  chiefs  of  hordes^  to  enter  their 

• 

houfes.  .  The  negro  flaves .belonging  to  them 
carefully  examine  the  nuiAber  of  peribns  that 
aik  for  tyifftuals,  give  it:  them  at  the  door 
apCQrding  t^ithe^r  nuniBèr,  adding  a  fufficient 

quantity 
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quantity  of  water  to  quench  their  '  thirlL 
There  h  a  feparatc  yard  for  the  horfcs  ;  but 
tinlefs  their  maflers  ftay  all  night,  nothing  is 
given  them.  Whch  they  do,  three  pmads^ 
of  barley  are  dtftributed  to  each  hOrfb  at  the' 
clofe  of  the  day,  and  that  is  all  they  get  for' 
four  and  twenty  hours.  I  have  dwelt  a  little 
upon  this  article,  becaufe  when  I  livAi  with 
Hali  Laze^  to  whofe  houfe  the  country 
l^ople  ufed  to  come  for  food,  I  have  feea  all 
this  put  in  practice  feveral  times. 

Thofe  ^ho  refide  in  the  towns  have  id 
general  ho  cattle,  but  profefs  foilae  trade^ 
fuch  as  weaver,  ihoemaker^  goldfmith,  pot* 
ter,  &€.  The  principal  ones,  however,  do  not 
apply  to  any  of  thefe  occupations.  They 
have  a  great  many  oows,  horfes,  camels^ 
Iheep,  goats^  and  poultry  of  every  kind  i 
their  negroes  have  a  great  deal  of  work  to  dio^ 
and  are  harflily  treated.  Thofe  who  teiid  the 
cattle  are  undoubtedly  the  moft  happy  $  hai 
thofe  who  afe  kept*  at  home  for  domeAic  oc- 
cupations,  have  much  to  unde/^go.  They 
muft  take  care  of  the  repaifs  of  the  buildiilg,- 
fupply  the  houfe  with  wood  and  water,  and 
prepare  the  com.     The  ixegrefl&s  reduce  it' 

tcf 
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to  tneal,  making  ufe  for  that  purpofe  of  flouç 
mills,  like  thofe  that  are  ufed  in  France  to 
grind  pepper  and  muftard  :  they  alfo  drefs  the 
viduals,  and  are  inceflantly  employed  from 
morning  to  night.  The  negro  fliepherd  on 
the  contrary^  knows  no  care  but  that  of  his 
flock  ;  always  finds  his  repafl  ready  ;  is  well 
cloathed  and  well  armed  ;  and  has  a  little  re-^ 
treat  for  himfelf  and  his  family. 

This  rcountry  is  well  peopled,  and  would 
be  more  fo,  but  for  the  continual  wars  its  in-^ 
habitants  are  obliged  to  fupport  againft  the 
£mperor  of  Morocco.  It  is  improperly  faid 
that  this  nation  is  in  rebelUon  again  ft  him  ; 
for  they  never  were  his  fubjeéls.  When  a 
Moorifh  army  takes  the  fields  the  inhabitants 
of  Bilidulgerid,  who  have  many  of  their 
countrymen  fettled  in  the  Morocco  domi- 
nions, are  fpeedily  apprized^  hold  themfelves 
prepared  ;  and  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  coun- 
try cantons  being  well  mounted,  they  com-» 
pofe  formidable  bodies  of  cavalry,  take  poflef- 
fion  of  thepaflesi  and  maflacre  without  mercy 
any  troops  that  may  have  the  temerity  to  ad- 
venture within  them.  No  prifoners  are  made 
on  either  fide.     The  women  and  the  flaves, 

i  efcorted 
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efcortcd  by  a  fufficient  number  of  warriors 
for  their  defence,  quit  their  habitations»   and 
retire   to  the  interior  parts  of  the  country, 
fbmetimes  they  even  retire  to  the  Dcfert. 
The   liberty  tbefe  people  enjoy  encourages 
them  to  fupport  the  greateft  fatigue.     They 
confider  it  as  the  firft  of  all  blcffings,    and 
fight  to  the  laft  extremity  to  prefcrve  their 
rights.     The-  trade,     between  Barbary   and 
Zaara,  of  which  they  have  the  exclufive  pof- 
feflion,  renders  them  opulent,  and  according- 
ly they  are  fure  to  hold  out,  and  terminate 
the  war  to  advantage.     As  this   country  is 
the  retreat  of  the  rich  Moors,   who  wifli  to 
withdraw  from  the  Emperor's  tyrannic  fway, 
they  have  always  many  among  them,    who 
being  acquainted  with  the  Moorifli  cuftoms, 
enables    them    by   their   counfels    to   guard 
againft  all  furprife.     There  is  no  danger  of 
their  being  betrayed  by  thefe  fugitives,   who 
have  been  plundered  and  condemned  to  death 
in  their  own  country.     So  far  from  it,  they 
always   fight   with    obftinacy;     and  rather 
choofe  to  die  with  their  arms  in  their  hands, 
than  to  let  themfelves  be  taken,  and  executed 

before  the  eyes  of  the  whole  nation. 

The 
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The  Monfelemine,  richer  than  any  of  the 
people  that  inhabit  the  '  provinces  fubjeâ  to 
the  dominion  of  Morocco,  is  always  well 
clothed  and  well  armed.  He  pays  no  tribute, 
enjoys  the  fruit  of  his  labour,  and  of  his 
commerce  ;  and  having  nothing  to  contribute 
to  the  charges  of  the  ftate,  every  thing  he 
can  acquire  is  his  own.  There  is  this  differ- 
ence between  the  fugitive  Moors  and  the 
natives,  that  the  latter  are  always  armed, 
whether  refidirig  in  the  country,  reforting  to 
the  markets,  prefent  at  the  affemblies  of  the 
nation,  or  paying  vifits  :  the  fugitive  Moors, 
on  the  contrary,  even  be  they  princes,  never 
bear  arms  bat  in  the  country,  when  they 
take  the  field. 

The  women  are  no  more  flaves  than  thofe 
of  Zaara.  Thole  of  the  towns  remain  in  a 
kind  of  feraglio,  each  man  having  as  many 
as  he  can  maintain.  The  moft  refpefted  are 
they  who  bear  male  children.  Although 
their  apartment  is  diftiud  from  that  of  the 
men,  admittance  to  them  is  not  forbidden. 
They  are  well  clothed,  and  the  hulband  not 
being  jealous,  they  may  be  feen,  may  walk 
about  the  town  and  vifit  their  friends.  When 

I  z  they 
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they  go  out  they  have  a  veil,  which  covers 
them  entirely,  but  which  is  ufclefs,  nay, 
even  inconvenient,  fince  they  take  it  off, 
whenever  they  meet  any  one  to  whom  they 
wifli  to  fpeak.  They  are  more  humane  thofe 
of  Zaara,  and  are  not  like  them  for  ever  liable 
to  blows.  They  think  it  is  poffible  for  their 
huibands  to  love  them,  without  giving  them 
fuch  folid  proofs  of  their  fondnefs.  Their 
nails  and  face  they  paint  with  red  and  yellow, 
and  ftain  the  edges  of  their  eye-lid$  with 
black.  When  they  paint  only  one  fide  of 
their  face,  they  have  no  communication  with 
the  men  ;  a  cuflom  that  is  common  to  all 
thefe  nations,  even  to  thofe  who  inhabit  the 
banks  of  the  Niger. 

^  The  children  are  brought  up  with  the 
greateft  care  ;  but  they  have  not,  like  thofe 
of  Zaara,  any  proofs  of  courage  to  give  to  be 
confidered  as  men.  Age  alone,  their  dex- 
terity in  the  management  of  their  horfes  and 
arms,  and  their  labour  in  harveft  time  fuffice. 
When  they  marry,  a  portion  is  given  them, 
conlifling  of  apparel,  arms,  and  cattle;  and 
they  afterwards  become  whatever  their  in- 
duftry  or  opportunities  may  permit.     Thofe 

who 
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who  have  a  knowledge  of  their  religion  turn 
prieftsy  marry  as  well  as  the  reft,  and  pradice 
ail  the  cxercifes  of  their  countrymen.  They 
are,  however,  more  refpeâed,  and  in  their  old 
age  become  the  judges  of  the  nation.  If  they 
meet  with  misfortunes  they  are  fupported, 
whereas  thofe  who  arc  not  of  that  holy  pro- 
feffion,  find  no  refource  but  in  their  induftry, 
in  the  plunder  for  which  they  adventure  on 
the  territory  of  their  neighbours,  the  Moors, 
or  in  the  profit  of  the  caravans. 

The  horfemen  are  more  refpeâed  than  the 
reft,  having  no  employment  but  the  ufe  of 
arms^  and  being  for  ever  in  the  praélice  of 
it,  both  in  peace  and  war.  In  the  field  they 
behave  courageoufly  ;  in  time  of  peace,  they 
exercife  themfelves  in  the  management  of 
their  horfes,  and  in  .a  variety  of  military 
evolutions.  They  alfo  elcort  the  caravans, 
for  which  fervice  they  receive  pay,  being 
obliged  to  buy  and  keep  their  horfes  them- 
felves. They  are  eafily  known,  for  being, 
almoft  always  on  horfeback,  and  wearing  no 
boots,  they  have  a  callous  lump  on  that  part 
of  the  leg,  that  comes  in  contaâ  with  the 
iron  of  the  ftirrup.     Thefe  people  are  the 

1 3  moft 
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moft  formidable  robbers  in  the  world  :  they 
rufli  with  unequalled  rapidity  on  thbfe  they 
mean  to  plunder,  and  without  giving  them 
time  to  ftand  on  their  defence,  carry  off  every 
thing  that  comes  in  their  way.  Their  horfes, 
which  they  break  in  an  admirable  manner, 
and  for  the  wants  of  which  they  are  always 
able  to  provide,  are  the  bcft  in  exiftence. 
They  are  taken  the  greateft  care  of,  know 
their  mafter,  are  obedient  to  his  voice,  and 
will  not  bear  to  be  backed  by  any  other  man. 

The  chief,  in  time  of  war,  is  chofea  in- 
difcriminately  from  among  the  natives,  or 
the  fugitive  Moors.  His  authority  lafts  no 
longer  than  the  campaign  ;  but  during  that 
time  it  is  abfolute.  When  it  is  expired,  he 
gives  an  account  of  his  aftions  to  the  old  men 
affembled,  and  is  rewarded  or  puniOied,  ac- 
cording to  his  fuccefs  or  his  concjuô.  ,His 
fucceflbr  is  then  appointed,  and  he  ferves  in 
the  army,  undiftinguiflied  from  the  common 
mafs  of  individuals. 

Thefe  people  have  a  chief  prieft,  whom 
they  treat  with  a  refpeâ  bordering  on  admi- 
ration. His  name  is  Sidy  Mohammet  Moufla, 
and  his  ordinary  refidence  at  about  fifteen 

leagues 
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leagues  from  Cape  Non,  near  the  town  called 
lUeric.     Although  this  man  has  no  troops  at 
his  command,   he  is  neverthelefs   the  moft 
powerful  of  all  Africa  ;  his  authority  is  in-* 
deed  without  bounds*     If  he  order  war  to  be 
made  upon  the  Emperor  of  Morocco,   war  is 
proclaimed  :   if  he  wi(h  it  to  ceafe,  the  war 
is  at  an  end.     Though  he  has  no  property  of 
Ids  own,  every  thing  is  at  his  difpofal.    Every 
family  makes  him  a  yearly  prefent,   vying 
with  one  another  in  the  richnefs  of  the  gift. 
He  adminifters  juftice  to  every  one  ;  fubmits 
all  accufations  to  his  council,  and  a  few  days 
after,   pronounces  a  definitive  fentence.     He 
requires  nothing  from  any  body,   and  yet  all 
are  inclined  to  give.     Widely  different  in  his 
principles  and  conduct  from  the  Emperor  of 
Morocco,   he  does  not  pretend  to  be  infpired 
by  the  prophet  ;   nor  has  he  the  audacity  to 
make  his  people  beheve  fo  ;  he  liftens  on  the 
contrary  to  the  advice  of  the  wife  and  expe- 
rienced,  and  gives  judgment  in   conformity 
with  their  opinions.     His  dominion  extends 
over  all  the  nations  of  Bilidulgerid  and  Zaara. 
The  very  Moors  refped  him  ;   and  the  Em- 
peror  himfelf,    all-powerful   as   he   is,    has 
never  dared  to  make  an  attack  on  this  man's 

1 4  authority, 
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authority,  nor  to  (end  his  troops. towards  th« 
place  he  inhabits.  This  ought  to  convince 
him  that  the  authority  which  proceeds  from 
the  love  of  the  people,  is  a  thoufand  times 
greater  than  that  conferred  by  terror,  or  a 
warlike  force. 

The  Jews,   difperfed  in  the  diffèrent  parts 
of  the  country,    live  only  in  the  towns,   and 
never  cultivate  the  earth,  although  much  re- 
mains unoccupied.     They  all  turn  their  at- 
tention to  trade,  work  in  a  vnriety  of  ways, 
and  are  obliged  to  purchafe  the  neceflaries  of 
life.     This  nation,  among  the  Monfelemines, 
is  what  the  flave  is  in  Barbary.     They  are 
made  to  work  according  to  the  pleafuce  of 
the  Arabs,  nor  are  they  even  allowed   the 
wretched   liberty    of  complaining.     A   Jew 
never  carries  arn;is  :  if  he  had  the  misfortune 
to  do  fo,  and  (hould  defend  himfelf  againft  an 
Arab,    he   would   be  punifhed   with' death, 
the  vengeance  may  even  extend  to  his  family. 
The  free  exercife  of  their  religion  is  however 
left  them,    which,   joined  to  the  avarice  that 
defcends  from  one  generation  to  another  of 
this  wandering  nation,  makes  them  fuffer  all 
the  indignities,  that  a  man  of  theleaft  feeling 

would  re/olt  at» 
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Different  from  their  neighbours,  the  Mon* 
gearts  and  the  Moors,  the  Monfelemines 
never  endeavour  to  make  profelytes.  When 
they  have  a  chriftian  flave,  they  treat  him 
with  humanity,  let  him  want  for  nothing, 
and  put  him  to  no  painful  tafk.  Money, 
their  darling  idol,  is  the  caufe  of  this  indul- 
gence.  They  deteft  the  chriftians,  but  they 
love  money  ;  and  fear  that  the  ill-treatment 
of  their  flaves  might  occafion  their  ficknefs 
©r  death,  and  thus  rob  them  of  the  expefted 
ranibm  :  it  is  to  money,  that  the  chriftians, 
wbofeevil  ftarcondufts  them  to  that  country, 
owe  the  little  comfort  they  experience  there. 

Among  the  Mongearts,  a  chriftian  who 
ihould  chaunt  the  prayer,  or  fuffer  circumci- 
fion,  would  hare  his  liberty  and  the  rank  of 
citizen  ;  the  family  to  which  he  miglit  have 
belonged,  would  give  him  cattle  to  enable 
him  to  live  like  them.  A  chriftian  at  Mo- 
rocco, whofc  curiofity  fhould  carry  him  with- 
in a  mofque,  would  be  put  to  death,  or  forced 
to  affume  the  turban.  But  among  the  Mon- 
felemines he  would  have  nothing  to  fear; 
money  there  takes  the  lead  of  religion  ;  they 
would  content  themfelves  with  turnino:  him 

out. 
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out,  without  even  giving  him  a  blow  ;  but 
they  would  make  him  pay  as  much  as  his 
means  might  permit. 

Among  the  Moors,  a  chriftian  who  fhould 
be  caught  with  a  woman  of  the  nation,  would 
be  forced  to  turn  Mahometan  to  avoid  death  ; 
but  among  the  Monfelemines  the  woman 
alone  is  punifhed.  She  is  put  into  a  fack, 
and  thrown  into  tlic  fea  :  the  chriflian  has 
nothing  to  apprehend  ;  money  is  his  faviour. 

If  in  a  difpute,  a  chriflian  flave  defend 
himfelf  againft  his  mafter,  the  crime  is  pu- 
nifhed  with  death  among  the  neighbouring 
nations  ;  but  among  the  Monfelemines  it  re- 
mains unpunifhed,  or  is  at  moft  repaid  with 
a  few  ftripes.  The  money  expeâed  for  his 
ranfom  proteÔs  him  :  that  is  the  touchftone 
that  puts  every  thing  to  the  proof. 

If  an  Arab  kill  a  Jew,  or  a  man  of  his  own 
nation,  a  fmall  fine  to  the  Jew's  family  faves 
him  ;   but  he  is  obliged  to  pay  a  large  fum  to 

that  of  the  Arab.  This  infatiable  thirft  of 
gold  is  the  more  inconceivable,  as  the  inha- 
bitants of  thefê  countries  hardly  make  any 
ufe  of  it.  They  hoard  it  up  with  care,  and 
often  deny  themfelves  the  neceflaries  of  life, 

rather 
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rather  than  fpend  the  fmalleft  piece  of  money  :  ' 
when  a  father  of  a  family  dies,  although  he 
has  accumulated  a  great  deal  during  his  life, 
none  is  ever  found  among  his  efFe£ls  ;  he  has 
buried  it  in  the  earth  unknown  to  every  body. 
He  hopes,  no  doubt,  to  be  the  better  for  it  after 
his  death,  and  to  be  refpeâed  in  the  other 
world,  according  to  the  quantity  of  fpecie  he 
fliall  have  had  in  his  poffeffion.  Mifers  fhould 
go  to  that  country  ;  they  would  there  learn 
means  of  economy  that  would  (hew  them, 
that  in  comparifon  with  the  Arabs,  they  are 
perfe6t  prodigals. 

The  Mongearts  have  not  near  fo  great  a 
luft  for  gold  or  fil  ver  :  they  employ  thofe 
metals  only  to  make  trinkets  for  their  women, 
when  they  procure  any  by  a  (hipwreck  or  the 
fale  of  their  productions  ;  and  will  willingly 
exchange  it  for  gunpowder  or  other  articles 
ufeful  to  their  exiftence,  or  pleafing  to  their 
fancy. 

The  country  of  the  Monfelemines  is  very 
fertile,  producing  all  the  neceifaries  of  life, 
almoft  without  cultivation.  The  plains  are 
watered  by  an  infinite  number  of  ftreams  that 
render  them  fruitful.    Palm,  date,  fig,  and 

almond 
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almond  trees  abound.  They  have  alio  large 
quantities  of  oil,  wax  and  tobacco,  which 
they  fell  at  the  public  markets,  the  mcrchan* 
dizc  of  the  country  being  carried  to  Mo* 
gador.  Very  good  grapes  are  cultivated  in 
the  gardens,  are  dried  by  the  Arabs,  and 
converted  into  brandy  by  the  Jews. 

This  abundance  enables  the  inhabitants  to 
live  better  than  thofe  of  Zaara  :  in  the  country, 
however,  their  frugality  approaches  that  of 
the  Defert  ;  for  as  the  Arabs  of  Zaara,  arc 
often  obliged  for  want  of  corn  to  content 
themfelves  with  milk,  fo  the  Monfelcmines, 
that  they  may  not  make  fuch  frequent  vifits 
to  their  magazines,  eat  only  in  the  evening. 
In  the  towns  they  live  well,  making  two 
meals  a  day,  one  at  about  ten  o^clock,  and 
the  other  at  the  fetting  of  the  fun,  which 
gives  a  great  deal  of  occupation  to  the  ne- 
grefles  ;  for  they  are  almofl  inceffently  cm- 
ployed  in  grinding  the  corn,  and  dreffing  the 
viftuals.  The  inhabitants  of  the  fmall  towns 
alfo  ileep  in  a  more  comfortable  manner  ; 
they  fpread  mats  on  the  floor  of  their  apart- 
ments, make  ufe  of  linen,  and  reft  quietly, 
without  being  expofed  to  the  night  air. 

Their 


COAST  OF  AFRICA.  125 

Their  ways  of  treating  wounds  and  difeafes 
are  precifely  the  fame  as  thofe  of  the  in- 
habitants of  the  Defer t. 


THE  EMPIRE  OF  MOROCCO. 

THE  peolpe  fubje£l  to  the  dominion  of  the 
Emperor  of  Morocco,  are  lefs  happy  than 
thofe  of  whom  I  have  juft  Tpoken.  The 
prejudices  of  their  nation,  the  arbitrary  power 
of  their  princes,  whom  they  believe  to  be 
descended  from  the  great  prophet,  the  pillage 
to  which  they  are  ever  expofed,  whether  at 
war  or  not,  the  neceflity  of  concealing  their 
property,  for  fear  of  being  ft  ripped  of  it  by 
the  Emperor  or  his  governors,  all  concur  to 
make  them  flaves  and  barbarians.  They  have 
no  regard  for  their  neighbours  ;  plunder  and 
rob  one  another  as  often  as  it  is  in  their 
power  ;  and  fubje£t  in  every  thing  to  the 
will  of  an  imperious  matter,  they  have  not 
even  the  liberty  of  lamenting  their  fad  fitua- 
tion.  Their  greateft  misfortunes,  no  doubt,  is 
their  ignorance  of  all  the  fpcial  afFeâions. 
The  father  fears  his  fon,  the  fon  is  afraid  of 

his 
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his  father  ;  and  thus  from  this  complication 
of  vices  and  prejudices,  the  Moorifh  nation, 
which  poffefles  one  of  the  faireft  portions  of 
the  earth,  is  always  wretched,  and  often  in 
want  of  the  very  necefTaries  of  life. 

As  thefc  people  are  born  to  flavery  they 
have  no  fettled  ufages  or  manners.  The  will 
of  the  prince  is  a  law  ;  they  know  no  other. 
They  have  nothing  in  common  with  the 
other  Mahometans,  but  their  defefts,  with- 
out having  any  of  their  virtues. 

It  is  not  aftonifhing,  with  fuch  a  want  of 
principles,  that  this  nation,  which  looks 
tipon  itfelf  as  the  firft  in  the  univerfe,  and 
which  defpifes  all  others,  fliould  be  for  ever 
changing  its  cuftoms.  In  one  province 
crimes  are  authorized  that  are  punifhed  in 
another.  Always  in  contradiction  with  them- 
ielves,-  a  part  of  this  people  is  often  feen  in 
revolt  Sgainft  fovereign  authority,  and  waging 
a  cruel  war  with  thofe  who  obey  the  Em- 
peror. The  next  year  the  moft  determined 
rebels  become  the  moft  faithful  fubjefts,  and 
the  others  revolt  in  their  turn.  This  con- 
trariety of  fentiments,  and  the  ignorance  of 
the  nation,   continue  to  maintain  the*  fove- 

reign 
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reign  in  his  rights,  and  give  hiin  an  unlimited 
authority,  of  which  he  avails  himfelf,  to  plun« 
der  his  fubjeâs,  and  to  keep  them  in  fervitude;» 
Not  being  able  to  obferve  any  order  in  (peaking 
of  people  who  are  unacquainted  with  it,  I  caa 
only  touch  upon  matters  as  they  oiler  them* 
ielves  to  my  memory. 

The  plurality  of  wives  is  permitted,  and  is 
a  received  ufuage  among  the  Moors  ;  they  ar^ 
allowed  to  have  four  who  bear  that  name^ 
the  others  being  no  more  than  flaves,  of 
whom  they  are  free  to  have  as  many  as  thej 
can  afford  to  keep.  The  leaft  wretched  arc^ 
no  doubt,  thofe  who  inhabit  the  country,  ia 
other  words  the  pooreft  ;  for  they  are  free, 
and  may  go  wherever  they  pleafe.  They  ar^ 
indeed,  very  little  lefs  happy  than  thofe  of 
Zaara  and  Bilidulgerid.  The  cafe  is  very 
different  with  the  females  who  live  in  the 
towns.  They  can  never  go  out  ;  are  always 
fhut  up  within  the  limits  of  the  houfe,  and 
are  no  longer  happy  than  they  pleafe  their 
mafter.  When  a  barbarous  hufband  is  dif- 
contented  with  his  wives,  he  may  treat  them 
as  he  pléafès  ;  he  may  a£t  the  tyrant  uncon* 
trouled  ;  nobody  can  go  to  their  affiftance  ; 

for 
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for  nobody  has  a  right  to  enter  his  fcr^glic  j 
nay,  often  when  he  has  made  them  endure 
long  fufFerings,  and  is  tired  of  their  fight,  he 
kills  them,  that  he  may  be  delivered  from 
the  care  of  keeping  them.  The  moft  hu- 
mane get  rid  of  them  by  fale,  or  by  exchange* 
But  whatever  be  the  fate  of  thcfe  unfortunate 
ivomen,  it  is  fure  to  be  wretched,  when  they 
have  no  male  children.  In  that  cafe  it  affumes 
a  different  face,  the  father  not  daring  to  be-» 
have  ill  to  the  mother  of  his  (on,  who  would 
not  fail  to  take  revenge.  A  father,  however 
fond  of  his  daughter,  cannot  afîîft  her,  even 
if  informed  of  the  ill  treatment  (he  undergoes; 
True  it  is,  that  the  hufband  would  be  feverely 
punifhëd  if  convifted  of  the  murder  of  his 
wife;  but  that  is  impoffible.  If  (he  bear 
about  her  the  marks  of  his  barbarity,  nobody 
knows  it  :  he  has  her  buried  àt  home,  and 
acquaints  her  parents  that  (he  is  dead.  A$ 
none  but  the  great  dare  aft  in  this  manner, 
by  reafon  of  the  impoflibility  of  calling  them 
to  an  account,  men  in  high  fllation^,  who 
love  their  children,  often  marry  thcni  to  people 
«pf  inferior  cpndition,  that  they  may  be  treated 
with  greater  kiiidnefs.     The  a(îîftance  they 

obtain 
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obtain  trôna  the  father  in  tbcir  trade,  or  on 
other  occafions,  induces  them  to  bchaTC  with 
decency  to  the  cfeiaghter.  A  father  often 
feigns  to  refufe  his  daughter  to  him-  who  alks 
her  in  marriage,  to  avoid  the  reproaches  of 
people  of  bis  own  rank.  In  that  cafe  the 
flighted  fuitor  complains  to  the  Emperor  $ 
bts  conduit  is  examined,  and  as  all  has^  been 
fettled  beforehand,  nothing  can  ever  be  laid 
to  his  charge  :  the  father  is  confequently 
coiTKicmncd  to  give  him  his  daughter,  and 
pretends  to  be  angry,,  although  in  reality  his 
deareft  wiflies  arc  accompliflied. 

The  Moors  are  equal  by  birth  ^  and  know 
no  diûind:ioDS^  except  thofe  that  are  derived 
from  official  employments  ;  on  rcfigning 
thefe  employments  they  again  return  into  the 
common  mafs  of  citizens  ;  thus  may  the 
pooreft  man  in  the  nation  pretend,  without 
prefumption,  to  the  hand  of  the  daughter  of 
the  moft  opulent.  An  accident,  or  the  caprice 
of  the  prince,  may  precipitate  the  latter  into 
ruin,  and  the  former  may^  by  the  fame  caprice 
of  fortune,  be  elevated  to  a  ftate  of  wealth 
and  honour. 

The  mode  of  education  is  generally  alikef 

K  through- 
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throughout  the  whole  empire.  The  children 
remain  unemployed  until  the  age  of  feven  or 
eight,  but  as  foon  as  they  are  circumcifed 
they  are  all  occupied,  either  in  the  arts,  the 
ftudy  of  the  Koran,  the  care  of  the  flocks,  or 
the  exercife  of  arms.  Thofe  engaged  in  the 
latter  are  moft  noticed  by  the  Emperor. 
When  able  to  bear  arms  they  are  fent  to  Mo- 
rocco, and  when  received  into  the  army  re- 
main there  during  his  pleafure.  They  a» 
incorporated  in  the  cavalry  or  infantry,  accord- 
ing to  their  refpeftive  talents.  Thofe  bred 
up  to  the  fea  are  alfo  obliged  to  prefent  them- 
fclves  before  the  Emperor,  and  are  then  fent 
to  the  different  ports  to  man  the  veflels  def- 
tined  to  cruife  againft  the  Chriftians. 

The  Emperor  goes  every  day  to  the  Nujfoire 
or  place  of  Affembly,  where  he  adminiilers 
juftice.  He  liftens  to  every  one  ;  foreigners 
or  fubjefts,  men  or  women,  rich  or  poor  : 
every  one  has  a  right  to  appear  before  him 
and  explain  the  nature  of  his  caufe.  Between 
eight  and  nine  o'clock  he  comes  to  the  au- 
dience, where  he  is  furrounded  by  a  great 
number  of  foldiers.  Thofe  who  have  caufe 
for  complaint  make  him  a  prefent,   without 

which 
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which  previous  ceremony  it  is  impoffible  to 
{peak  to  him%  This  prefent  is  proportioned 
to  the  condition  and  fortune  ,of  each  indi- 
vidual The  fmalleft matter,  even  two  eggs,  is 
accepted.  They  talk  with  great  freedom  before 
the  prince,  who,  if  the  adverfe  party  be  pre- 
fent, foon  gives  judgment  ;  if  abfent,  they 
are  fent  for,  and  the  plaintiff  returns  another 
day  for  a  final  determination.  The  Moors 
addrefs  their  fovereign  with  boldnefs  ;  they 
are  never  bafhful  before  him,  and  he  that 
ihould  feem  fo  would,  in  fome  meafure,  con- 
fefs  his  guilt,  and  infallibly  iofe  his  fuit. 

In  places  remote  from  the  Emperor's  refi- 
dence,  the  governors  adminifter  juflice.  Each 
province  has  a  chief  governor,  and  every  vil- 
lage a  particular  magiftrate.  They  have  per- 
ibns  under  them,  who  execute  the  orders  of 
the  fovereign,  or  rather  their  own.  They 
are  fo  many  petty  tyrants  fpread  over  the  pro- 
vinces, and  are  ever  ready  to  fanâion  their 
extortions  by  the  name  of  their  mafter  ;  for 
to  get  rich  as  rapidly  as  pofTible  is  the  objeâ  of 
all  their  dcfires.  It  very  feldom  happens,  how- 
ever, that  they  enjoy  the  fruit  of  their  rapine. 
When  they  learn,  by  means  of  their  Ipies,  that 

K  2  an 
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an  individual  has  acquired  any  property,  eîthcf 

in  plunder,  or  by  the  profits  of  trade,  they 

never  fail  to  infift  upon  their  (hare,   and   the 

wretch  is  obliged  to  facrifice  a  part  of  his 

wealth,  in  order  to  preferve  the  reft.     Should 

he  refufc  the  demand,   he  iç  immediately  ac- 

cufed   before   the   Emperor,    and   when  he 

leaft  thinks  of  it,  an  order  far  his  ruin  arrives 

from  court  ;  he  is  difpoiled  of  all  he  poilèflès  ; 

his  cattle,  his  flaves,  his  efFedls  are  publicly 

fold,  and  he  is  put  into  prifon,  till  fuch  time 

as  he  is  fent  to  anfwer  his  accufer  before  the 

fovereign.     Not  unfrequently  the  wretches 

expire    with   mifery    and    ill-ufage    before 

they  reach   the   royal    prefence;   and  evea 

fhould  a  man  have    the    good    fortune   to 

juftify  himfelf  to  the  Emperor,   he  does  not, 

on  that  account,  recover  his  property  ;  all  that 

has  been  taken    from  him  having  been  de* 

poiiced  in  the  royal  treafury,  jcannot,  -without 

facrilige,  be  removed  from  thence,  where  it 

is  faid  to  be  kept  in  referve  for  the  exigencies 

of  the  ftate.     He  obtains   nothing  but  his 

liberty,   and  the  right  of  vengeance  ;   nor  is 

he  ever  told  the  name  of  his  accufers  ;    they 

are  left  to  the  fagacity  of  his  fufpicion.   When 

he 


COAST  OF  AFRICA.  153 

he  returns  to  his  family,  he  forms  a  party, 
who  prefer  different  accufations  againft  the 
governor.  He,  in  his  turn,  falls  a  facrifice, 
and  his  property  is  confifcated  to  the  profit  of 
the  royal  treafury. 

This  latter,  however,  finds  it  much  more 
difficult  to  make  his  way  out  of  the  labyrinth 
than  an  ordinary  man  ;  for  as  he  is  pofTeffed 
of  greater  property,  and  as  that  property  is 
the  produce  of  rapacity,  he  has  very  feldpm 
any  means  of  defence.  He  is  then  fentenced 
to  die,  unlefs  the  Emperor  (houlJ  ftand  in 
need  of  him.  in  this  cafe  he  is  re-appointed 
governor,  and  fent  into  another  province* 
The  impunity  which  attended  his  firft  tranf- 
greffion  determines  him  to  ihew  lefs  regard 
for  the  people,  and  fooner,  or  later,  he  is  fure 
to  lofe  his  head.  If  he  can  forefee  the  inftant 
of  his  ruin,  and  be  inclined  to  retire,  he 
eafily  obtains  his  pardon,  by  giving  up  the 
fruits  of  his  rapine,  for  he  muft  be  endowed 
with  no  fmall  fhare  of  cunning  to  make  any 
refcrve  for  himfelf,  when  deflined  to  live 
among  a  people  whom  he  has  plundered,  and 
who  would  not  fail  to  accufe  him,  if  they 
few  him  enjoying  the  comforts  of  life.     He 

may 


134  VOYAGES  TO  THE 

may  ftill  efcape  death  and  the  confifcation  of 
his  property,  if  fortunate  enough  to  make 
good  his  retreat  among  the  Monfelemines. 
When  he  has  reached  this  country  he  is  in 
fafety,  and  has  nothing  to  apprehend  from  the 
Emperor's  refentment. 

Sidy  Mahammet  Ben  Abdella,  Emperor  of 

Morocco,  of  the  family  of  the  Sherifs,   and 

defcended  from  Mahomet,   is  the  interpreter 

of  the  law.     The  priefts  are  called  TalBejy 

and  are  always  of  his  opinion.     Befides  being 

a  defcendant  of  the  great  prophet,  he  has  the 

good  fortune  to  be  infpired  by  him,  and  is  as 

infallible  as  the  pope.     The  refpeft  his  fub- 

je6ls  entertain  for  him  is  fo  great,  that  they 

think  themfelves  happy  to  die  by  his  hand; 

nay,  this  is  the  greateft  favour  to  which  a 

Moor,  convinced  of  the  fandbity  of  his  religion, 

can  afpire  ;   he  is  certain  of  enjoying  eternal 

felicity  in   the  bofom  of  Mahomet.      The 

reigning  Emperor,  lefs  cruel  than  his  prede- 

ceflbrs,   keeps   up  this  opinion.     When  he 

condemns  any  one  to  death,  the  body  of  the 

malefaftor  is  left  at  the  place  of  execution 

until  it  pleafe  the  Emperor  to  forgive.     His 

friend's  and  relations  then  repair  to  the  corpfe, 

proclaim 
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proclaim  the  pardon,  carry  it  away,  and  per- 
form the  rites  of  fepulturc.  The  fpot  where 
the  body  is  interred  is  furrounded  with  a  wall, 
and  the  deceafed  is  afterwards  confidered  as  a 
faint.  If  the  Emperor  does  not  grant  a  par- 
don, the  Jews  carry  away  the  body,  which 
remains  without  burial,  and  becomes  food  for 
the  beafts  of  prey: 

Friday,  which  at  Bilidulgerid,  is  a  market 
day,  is  in  Morocco  the  day  of  prayer.  Labour 
is  fufpended,  and  the  mofques  are  devoutly 
attended.  When  prayers  are  over,  the  Moors 
vifit  each  other,  meet  together  in  places  of 
public  worfbip,  and  pafs  the  day  in  recrea- 
tion. At  dawn  of  morning  the  public  cryer 
afcends  the  terrace  of  the  mofque,  and 
chaunts  aloud  a  general  prayer;  this  cere- 
mony is  repeated  at  noon  and  at  fun-fet. 

Among  thcfe  people,  hofpitality  is  known 
only  by  name  ;  the  traveller  muft  pay  for  his 
entertainment  ;  but  the  perfonal  fafety  of  the 
gueft  is  inviolate.  A  recent  inftance  evinces 
the  facrednefs  of  this  law.  A  chief  of  a  band 
of  robbers,  who  had  taken  refuge  in  the 
mountains  of  Atlas,  having  received  informa- 
tion from  his  fpies  of  the  day  on  which  the 

K  4  French 
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Frencb  merchants  were  to  icave  St^  Croix ^  m 
order  to  fettle,  fcy  the  Emperor's  conamaad,  ait 
Mogodor,  was  determined  to  attack  and  pillage 
them.  He  ordered  his  -men  to  advance  intp 
one  of  the  defiles  of  the  mountain  through 
which  the  caravan  that  efcorted  their  iiier«- 
chandize  was  to  pafs.  This  body  of  robberfi 
confifted  of  four  hundred  men,  refolut^  and 
well  armed.  The  efcort  -of  the  caravan  was 
far  from  being  fo  nunierous«  hut  a  lucky 
chance  refcued  them  from  pillage,  and  perhaps 
from  afTafliuation  ;  a  heavy  fhower  of  rain 
obliged  them  to  halt  late  at  nighty  aud  as  k 
happened,  pear  *he  houfe  of  the  chief  of  the 
band.  Not  chufing  to  fray  in  the  place 
where  they  had  halted,  the  conduâtor  of  th<e 
caravan  propofed  to  quit  the  road  and  «jxake 
Xo  the  houfe  of  this  man,  who  was  kaowia 
here  as  a  chieftain  of  the  country,  and  not  as 
^e  head  of  a  band  of  robbers.  The  propofal 
was  adopted  ;  and  having-foon  arrived  at  the 
manfion,  they  began  to  unload  thpir  goods 
to  put  them  under  covei:.  The  mafter  of  the 
houfe  being  informed  of  thw"  arrival,  cansie  Jo 
receive  the  merchants  ;  and  told  them  that 
he  had  put  four  hundred  men  in  ^mbuih^  in 

order 
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order  to  plunder  them;  a  difaftcr  which  he 
obferved  th^y  could  not  have  efcaped  with- 
out the  fpecial  proteâion  of  the  prophet*  He 
sidded,  that  having  taken  refuge  under  his 
roof  they  had  nothing  to  fear,  that  his  reli- 
gion enjoined  him  to  give  them  proteiâion^ 
and  that  far  from  annoying  them,  his  mea 
ihould  be  their  eicort  as  far  as  Mogodon 
This  was  put  into  execution  without  his  men 
requiring  any  recompenfe  cither  for  himfclf 
or  for  his  band. 

The  Moors  fcrupuloufly  obferve  and  prac* 
tice  all  the  auûerities  of  their  lent.  It  con* 
fills  in  abllinence  from  food,  from  drinking, 
^nd  from  the  ufc  of  tobacco,  from  the  rifing 
to  the  fetting  of  the  fun.  The  perfon  detec- 
ted in  the  violation  of  thefe  prçcepts  is  rigor- 
ouily  punifhed.  If  he  has  taken  food,  he  re* 
ceives  the  ballinado  according  to  the  fentence 
of  the  chief:  if  he  has  drank  water,  he  re- 
ceives twenty  or  thirty  blows  upon  the  head  : 
a  puniflunent  I  myfelf  faw  infliâ:ed  in  the 
camp  before  the  town  of  Rabate.  As  to  the 
ule  of  tobacco,  an  article  which  can  be  more 
eafily  difpenfcd  with,  it  is  puniflied  with  ftill 
greater  feverity.  In  this  cafe  the  offender 
ieldom  efcapes  death  ;    gunpowder  is  fluffed 

into 
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into  his  mouth,  and  fet  on  fire.  The  fbldicry, 
even  on  the  march,  are  not  exempted  from 
the  aufterities  of  lent,  and  it  was  during  the 
time  that  I  accompanied  them,  that  I  had  an 
opportunity  of  obferving  the  penalties  in- 
fliâed  on  thofe  who  violate  thefe  religious 
precepts. 

Thefick  are  indulged  with  difpenfations,  but 
as  foon  as  they  are  reftored  to  health,  are  re- 
quired to  redeem  the  indulgence,  by  doing 
what  they  (hould  have  done  before.  During 
this  holy  feafon  the  priefts  are  occupied  al- 
moft  the  entire  day  and  part  of  the  night  in 
reading  the  Koran,  and  the  commentators  of 
the  Mahometan  law. 

The  Moors  believe  in  the  immortality  of 
the  foul  of  thofe  men  who  are  zealous  ob- 
fervers  of  the  law,  while  thofe  who  live  in 
violation  of  its  precepts  are  condemned  to 
fuffer  for  a  feafon,  and  afterwards  to  be  anni- 
hilated. They  rejed  eternal  torments  ;  this 
dreadful  doftrine  feems  to  them  contrary  to 
the  goodnefs  of  the  Divinity. 

With  refpeft  to  the  women,  the  fouls  of 
thofe  whofe  conjugal  fidelity  has  been  invio- 
late,  are  alone  immortal.     After  death,  they 

become 
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become  celeflial  beauties  ;  annihilation  at- 
tends the  reft.  According  to  their  principles, 
man  is  not  a  free  agent  ;  every  thing  is  or- 
dained from  eternity  ;  and  hence  it  is  that  a 
perfon  who  copimits  a  crime  is  not  the  lefs 
cfteemed  by  his  countrymen.  When  a  Moor 
falls  under  ad verfity,  he  fupports  it  with  heroic 
firmnefs  ;  he  is  never  heard  to  murmur  ;  but 
fubmits  entirely  to  the  divine  will  ;  nor  does 
he  make  the  leaft  eâbrt  to  emerge  from  his 
diftrefs. 

The  prefent  Emperor  had  an  intimate 
friend,  who  had  been  bred  up  with  him  from  . 
his  infancy.  When  the  prince  came  to  the 
throne  this  man  was  his  only  confidant.  ]H[is 
enemies  (for  fuch  diftinguifhed  favour  never 
fails  to  excite  ill-will)  perfuaded  the  Emperor 
to  remove  him  frpm  his  perfon,  by  giving  him 
a  government,  under  the  fpecious  pretext, 
that  the  favourite,  by  the  mildnefs  and  equity 
of  his  adminiftration,  would  foon  reftore  peace 
and  tranquility  to  the  country.  The  prince 
liftened  to  the  iniidious  counfel,  and  men- 
tioned it  to  his  friend,  who  fully  fatisfied 
with  the  mediocrity  of  his  fortune,  and  happy 
in  the  friendfhip  of  his  fovereign,  heard  the 

news 
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news  with  furrow.  He  made  known  his  un- 
eafinefs  to  the  Emperor,  who  endeavoured 
to  reconcile  him  to  this  feparation,  affuring 
him  that  the  firft  perfon  who  (hould  prcfume 
to  accufe  him  ihould  be  puniihed  with  death. 
He  fubmitted  then  to  his  deftination,  but  not 
without  regret  ;  and  acquitted  himfelf  irre- 
proachably of  all  the  duties  of  his  employ- 
ment. The  whole  province  applauded  the 
mildnefs  of  his  adminiftration,  and  the  neigh- 
bouring ones,  envying  the  happinefs  of  thofe 
who  lived  under  his  fway,  folicited,  by  their 
deputies,  to  be  governed  by  fuch  rulers.  This 
blamelefs  conduit  proved  his  ruin.  His  ene- 
mies, taking  the  advantage  of  the  revolt 
of  the  neighbouring  provinces,  which  had 
refufed  to  pay  tribute  to  their  governors,  per- 
fuaded  the  Emperor  that  his  old  friend,  elated 
with  the  popular  favour,  had  the'defign  of 
making  himfelf  independent.  This  charge 
fufficed  for  his  condemnation.  He  was  re- 
called from  his  government,  and  without 
hearing  or  feeing  him,  the  Emperor  ordered 
him  to  be  confined  in  a  corn  magazine,  and 
to  be  fed  only  once  a  day.  In  this  confine- 
ment, where  he  had  fcarcely  room  to  breathe, 

he 
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he  languiflied  unheard  of  for  fifteen  years. 
The  Emperor  imagined  he  had  been  long 
deady  when  the  Ton  of  this  unhappy  maa 
having  diflinguifhed  himfelf  in  a  revolt,  in 
which  he  received  fcveral  wounds  to  fave  the 
Emperor,  ventured  to  aik,  as  the  only  reward 
of  his  fervices,  permiffion  to  deliver  his  fa* 
thcr  from  prifon.  This  requeft  awaked  the 
afieftion  of  the  Emperor,  who,  aftoniihed 
to  find  that  his  friend  was  flill  fdive,  inflantly 
ordered  that  he  (hould  be  releafed  from  his 
painful  abode  ;  placed  him  again  near  his  per« 
foD,  and  reftored  him  to  his  former  confi- 
dence and  friendihip«  During  fo  long  a  fpace  .■ 
of  time  the  old  man  was  never  once  heard 
to  give  utterance  to  a  fingle  com{4aint«  He~ 
had  often  enjoined  his  fon,  whom  he  tenderly 
loved,  to  beware  of  incurring  the  difpleafure 
of  the  prince  by  daring  to  fpeak  in  his  behalf» 
He  affirmed  that  be  (hould  one  day  be  re*- 
leafed,  and  heard  the  news  of  his  deliverance 
with  as  little  emotion  as  he  had  done  that 
of  his  unjuft  condemnation. 

When  the  Emperor  of  Morocco  is  in- 
formed that  a  province  is  growing  rich,  in 
coniequence  of  a  long  continuance  of  peace, 

he 
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be  impofes  more  than  the  ordinary  taxes, 
which  does  not  fail  to  excite  the  murmurs  of 
the  inhabitants,  and  this  is  the  very  obje6t  he 
has  in  view.  The  people,  whofe  taxes  arc 
thus  augmented,  aflemble  to  deliberate,  and 
on  fuch  occafions  the  hot-headed  are  fure  to 
run  to  arms.  At  firfl:  the  Emperor  tempo- 
rizes, afFeéts  to  yeild  to  the  juft  reprefenta- 
tions  of  his  fubjeâs,  and  taking  care  to  in- 
form himfelf  of  the  number  of  the  revolters, 
their  names  and  wealth,  reduces  the  taxes  to 
their  ordinary  amount,  and  public  tranquility 
is  inftantly  re-eftabliflied.  This  calm,  how- 
ever, is  more  dangerous  to  the  province  than 
the  tempeft  itfelf  ;  for,  by  the  removal  of  the 
chiefs,  either  by  alluring  them  to  his  court, 
or  charging  them  with  fome  honourable 
commiYfion,  he  neceflitates  their  abfence 
from  their  province.  He  then  takes  ven- 
geance, by  ordering  the  adjacent  ones  to  attack 
it,  under  the  pretence  of  rebellion,  and 
comes  in  for  one  half  of  the  plunder.  The 
people  taken  by  furprize,  attacked  on  all  fides, 
and  deprived  of  their  leaders,  are  eafily  over- 
come :  they  fubmit  and  pay  ;  and  the  Em- 
peror then  puts  a  flop  to  havoc  and  depreda- 
tion. 
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tion.  It  often  happens  that,  under  the  pre- 
tence  of  having  exceeded  their  orders,  the 
provinces  that  had  afliiled  in  executing  his 
vengeance,  are  in  their  turn  fubjeâed  to  the 
fentence  which  they  had  inflided  on  their 
neighbours.  By  this  barbarous  fpecies  of  po- 
licy the  prince  contrives  to  get  into  his  hands 
all  the  riches  of  the  empire. 

It  is  moft  probable  that  the  reigning  prince 
is  of  the  nation  of  the  Monfelemines  ;  for  his 
domineering  paflion  is  avarice,  the  inherent 
vice  of  that  people.  The  inhabitants  of  Cape 
Non  affirm  that  his  mother  was  of  their 
country  ;  and  this  is  very  probable,  notwith- 
flanding  the  contrary  affertion  of  the  Moors. 
Differing  in  every  refpeft  from  his  father, 
who  left  his  people  in  the  '  polleffion  of  no 
arms,  the  prefent  emperor  leaves  them  no 
money,  but  he  allows  them  to  be  armed  ;  and 
all  the  Moors  are  now  fo,  as  well  as  thofe  of 
Bilidulgerid.  From  this  policy  he  obtains  ano- 
ther advantage,  that  of  difpenfing  with  re- 
gular troops.  If  he  wifhes  to  make  war,  he 
orders  a  whole  province  to  march, ^  and  the 
province  inftantly  affembles  her  fwarms  of 
warriors.     They  are  led  to  the  field  by  the 

hopes 
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hopes  of  plunder,  never  think  of  the  futttf  e^ 
and  are  infatuated  enough  not  to  perceive 
that  they  themfclves  will,  fooner  or  bter,  be- 
come viâims  to  the  blind  fubmifGoa  which 
they  pay  to  the  orders  of  the  Emperor. 

Commerce  commands  his  attention^  on  ac- 
count of  the  great  fums  it  brings  to  the  trea- 
fury.  He  permits  aU  natkxis  to  eftabliih  fac- 
tories in  his  territories  ;  exafts  the  twelfth  of 
the  cargo  fpr  his  cuflcxns  ;  and  frequently 
forces  the  nxerchants  to  pay  him  confiderable 
fums  for  permiiiion  to  carry  on  their  traffic 
without  moleûâtion.  Affairs  of  commerce 
arc  in  this  country  carried  oa  with  much  tar- 
dinefs  ;  this  is  occaûoned  by  no  buGnefs  being 
done  on  Friday,  Saturday,  and  Sunday,  anj 
more  than  on  the  Chriftian  holidays*  Sunday 
is  a  day  of  moil  profound  repofe,  for  on  that 
day  the  Chriftians,  who  carry  on  the  mJich 
greater  part  of  the  traffic,  fhut  up  their  wace- 
houfcs. 

The  Jews,  to  whom  he  grants  the  free  cx- 
ercife  of  their  religion  through  the  whole  ex- 
tent of  his  dominions,  furnifh  him  with  im- 
tnenfe  fums  of  money  ;  the  induftry  of  this 
wandering  race  of  men  being  a  never  ceafing 

fourc$ 
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fource  of  wealth.  He  facilitates  their  com-^^ 
merce,  and  even  furniflies  them  with  a  capi- 
tal, but  he  knows  how  to  recover  it  with 
ufury.  The  Jew  is  the  flave  of  the  nation  ; 
and  hence  it  is,  that  if  a  Moor  or  a  ChTiftian 

» 

kill  a  Jew,  he  is  condemned  to.  pay  a  penalty 

•         < 

of  one  hundred  dollars  ;  but  if  a  Moor  fliould 
kill  a  Chriilian^  money  cannot  fave  his  life^ 
for  the  Emperor  would  fear  to  lofe  the  coni- 
merce  of  the  Europeans,  if  the  murder  re-^ 
mained  unpunilhed.  The  Chriftian  on  thé 
other  hand  may  commit  this  crime  with  im- 
punity ;  for  the  Emperor  w"o«ld  never  be 
made  to  believe,  that  in  his  dominions,  à 
Chriftian  would  dare,  except  in  felf-defence, 
to  kill  a  Moor*. 

Though  every  citizen,  as  I  have  already 
obferved,  is  obliged  to  ferve  the  Emperor,  he 
notwithftanding  always  keeps  on  foot,  a  body 
of  regular  troops,  compofed  of  Moors.  His 
father  left  him  an  army  of  well  difciplmed 
negroes^  under -the  command  of  a  black  Pa- 
cha ;  but  the  prefent  Emperor  having  con- 
trived to  gain  the  refpecbof  the  people  by- 
whom  his  father  was  detefled,  has  changed 
all  the  eftablifhments  of  the  preceding  teign, 

L  He 
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He  rîd  himfclf  almoft  entirely  of  this  negro 
army,  by  expoiing  it  in  the  defiles  of  Mount 
Atlas  againft  the  Monfelemines.  He  flood 
much  in  fear  of  thefe  foreign  foldiers,  who 
formed  a  body  of  forty  thoufand  men  ;  for  he 
had  often  been  a  witnefs  to  their  fpirit  of  mu- 
tiny. His  beft  difciplined  troops,  and  thofe 
on  whom  he  moft  depends  on  all  critical  oc- 
cafions,  are  a  band  of  two  hundred  and  fifty 
iPrench  rencgadoes,  commanded  by  an  Alcaide 
of  the  fame  nation.  This  chief,  in  the  year 
1784,  was  the  fonof  a  hat-maker  at  Paris,  of 
thenameof  BoifTelin.  The  band  is  compofed 
of  Frenchmen  who  have  deferted  from  Spain. 
They  are  well  paid,  feldom  employed,  and  in 
time  of  peace  are  flationed  at  Mogodor,  The 
Alcaide  of  the  renegadoes  is  the  fble  judge  of 
all  their  difputes,  or  delinquencies  ;  he  is  not 
bound  to  render  any  account  of  his  conduit 
except  to  the  Emperor  himfelf.  Although 
the  renegadoes  are  permitted  to  have  feveral 
wives,  they  are  generally  fatisfied  with  one  ; 
the  greater  part  even  difpenfe  with  them  alto- 
gether. There  are  alfo  eight  hundred  other 
renegadoes  of  the  Spanifh  and  Portuguefe  na- 
tions ;   but  they  form  no  diflinft  body,  are 
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dlftributed  in  the  different  parts  of  the  em- 
pire, And  are  fubjeft  to  the  orders  of  the  go- 
vernors of  provinces. 

The  reafon  that  the  Èmperor*s  orders  are 
not  put  in  force  at  a  iiftance  from  the  feat  of 
empire,  is,  becauie  he  promlfes  and  never 
pays  ;  he  knows  how  to  make  himfelf  mafter 
of  money^  but  is  unacquainted  with  the  art 
of  beftowing  it.  When  he  wants  to  purchafe 
(laves,  the  Jews  are  chaï'ged  with  this  com- 
miffion»  The  Jews  temporize,  in  concert 
with  the  governors,  fbmetimes  under  one  pre- 
text, ibmetimes  under  another,  till  the  Em- 
peror, tired  with  their  delay^  (ends  other  Jews 
on  the  fame  errand,  who  with  the  certainty 
of  never  being  paid,  are  as  little  iblicitous  as 
the  firft  to  fulfil  their  commiilion. 

The  indepetident  Arabs,  who  know  his 
charaâer,  will  not  deliver  up  their  captives 
on  his  bare  proitiife  ;  and  for  this  reafon  it  is 
that  the  Christians  have  no  hope  of  deliver- 
ance from  their  captivity,  except  through  the 
means  of  the  merchants  who  are  fpread  over 
the  empire.  Thefe  merchants  would  haften 
their  relief;  but  they  are  obliged  to  have  re- 
courfe  to  ftratagems,  in  order  to  get  the  Em- 
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peror's  permiffion  to  redeem  the  captives. 
Scarcely  have  the  natives  of  Bilidulgerid  the 
word  of  the  merchants  when  they  give  up 
their  flaves.   They  are  under  no  apprehenfion 
of  being  defrauded  of  the  ranfom  agreed  on, 
for   there  has  never  occurred  an  inftance  of 
the  head  of  a  commercial  houfe  having  failed 
in  performing  his  engagements.     The  Moors 
accordingly   fay,    that  Chriftians  *  may  be  de- 
pended  on,   as   their   religion,   which   they 
fcrupuloufly    obferve,   forbids    them  to  lie. 
This  received  opinion  gives  great  facility  to 
commerce,  and  tends  much  to  eafe  the  fufFer- 
ings   of  thofe  unhappy  men  who  are  Ihip- 
Wrecked  on  the  coaft  of  Barbary  ;  for  as  foon 
as  fuch  an  event  happens,  the  inhabitants  im- 
mediately  inform  the  Chriftian  merchants, 
but  never  give  advice  to  the  Emperor,  who 
only  hears  of  it  by  accident. 

Among  a  people  fo  fuperftitious  as  the 
Moors,  it  is  not'furprifing  that  ambitious  men 
frequently  endeavour  to  make  parties  nn  the 
ftate.  The  abafe  of  power,  their 'country- 
men's fondnefs  for  novelty,  the  defire  of  in- 
dépendance fo  natural  to  man,  all  concur  in 
ftimnlating  fuch  turbulent  charafters  to  Ipread. 

their 
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their  opinions  among  the  country  people. 
They  have  ever  recourfe  to  the  fpecious  plea 
of  religion,  and  however  abfurd  their  argu- 
ments, never  fail  of  finding  fanatical  partizans, 
efpecially  if  the  impoftor  has  dexterity  enough 
by  fome  artful  trick  to  furprize  the  mind, 
and  gain  the  attention  of  thefe  ignorant  peo- 
ple. He  takes  care  above  all  to  boafl  a  divine 
intercourfe  with  the  prophet,  and  hisdoflrine 
never  fails  to  allow  of  all  kind  of  pillage  ;.  a  pow- 
erful incitement  to  a  nation  naturally  addidled 
to  rapine.  His  feftaries  run  to  armo  and  fall 
upon  the  poffeffions  of  the  Emperor.  The 
latter  immediately  fetsan  army  on  foot,  being 
unwilling  to  depend  upon  the-  zeal  of  the 
the  provinces,  who  have  nothing  to  gain,  but 
every  thing  to  lofe,  and  who  might  very  pro- 
bably be  drawn  into  the  fedition,  tlirough 
the  defire  of  novelty,  and  the  hope  of  mcetr 
ing  with  better  treatment.  The  Emperor's 
troops,  well  difciplined,  and  under  the  coi\- 
du<St  of  able  leaders,  bred  up  in  arms,  foon 
difperfe  the  rebels,  who  not  daring  to  appear 
in  their  provinces  after  their  defeat,  where 
they  would  be  treated  as  facriliglous  perfons, 
take  refuge  in  the  mountains  of  Atlas,  from 
whence  it  is  not  poflible  to  diflodge  them.  Here 
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they  form  themfelves  into  bands  of  robbers^ 
and  attack  every  one  who  falls  in  their  way. 
They  frequently  make  incuriions  into  the 
plains,  and  as  they  are  drefled  and  fpeak  like 
the  natives,  there  is  no  guarding  againf): 
them.  They  get  information  of  the  depar- 
ture of  the  caravans,  which  they  attack  and 
generally  plunder.  Thofe  of  the  Emperor, 
tranfporting  the  royal  revenue  arifing  from 
the  cuftoms  of  the  different  fea-ports,  are  i^ot 
more  refpeded  than  the  others.  But  the 
cfcorts  are  in  general  fo  ftrong^  that  thefc  c^^ 
ravans  arc  rarely  pillaged. 

A  rebel  of  this  difcription,  under  the  reign 
of  the  prefent  Emperor,  purfued  his  conquefts 
to  the  very  city  of  Morocco.  The  multitude, 
on  whom  his  miracles,  his  revelations,  and  a 
thoufand  other  pious  abfurdities  had  impofed, 
were  ready  to  join  the  ftandard.  The  Em- 
peror was  only  fuftained  hy  his  French  rene- 
gadoes,  who  had  haftily  repaired  to  the  capi- 
tal, and  by  a  fmall  body  of  his  moft  faithful 
Moors.  The  Prince  perceiving  that  force 
ceuld  be  of  no  avail,  had  recourfe  to  ftrata- 
gem,  and  advancing  towards  the  people  at  the 
head  of  his  renegadoes,  cried  out  with  a  loud 

voice. 
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voice,  that  if  the  man  before  him  were  really 
a  meffenger  of  the  prophet,  he  would  be  the 
firft  to  kifs  the  duft  of  his  feet  ;  but  that  it 
was  at  leaft  neceflary  to  know  the  will  of  the 
great  prophet,  and  that  for  that  purpofe  he 
was  going  to  the  mofque, .  Tbc  rebel  chief 
obferving  that  the  people  applauded  tbefe  fen- 
timents,  and  finding  himfelf  at  the  head  of  a 
numerous  party,  while  the  Emperor  was.  aban- 
doned by  his  fubjeâs,  conceived  hç  had  no- 
thing to  fear.  Taking  an  efcort  of  chofen 
men,  he  repaired  thither  likcwife.  They 
remained  there  about  half  an  hour,  and  on 
their  return  to  the  people,  the  Emperor  afkcd 
the  impoftor  what  it  was  that  the  prophet 
hadinfpired  him  with.  *'To  dethrone  thee,*' 
replied  he,  **  and  to  ufe  violence  if  thou  do 
not  fubmit  with  refignation/*  — »  "  Well, 
then,'*  faid  the  Emperor,  **  the  prophet  has 
revealed  tome,  that  I  fliould  acknowledge  for 
my  fucceQbr  the  perfon  who  lying  proftrate 
on  the  ground,  in  the  prefence  of  all  the  pcb^ 
pie,  fhould  continue  in  that  poflure  with  a 
flone  weighing  five  thoufand  pounds  fufpend- 
ed  over  his  head,  and  ready  to  crufh  him. 
l^y  thyfelf  dpwn  then  if  thou  art  truly  fent 
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by  the  prophet  ;  and  if  all  the  wondert  which 
thou  haft  hitherto  performed,  he  not  falfe  mi- 
racles invented  to  deceive  the  people,  the  ftone 
will  remain  fufpended  over  thee  in  the  fame 
manner  as  over  Mahomet's  tomb  at  Mecca.  I 
fliall  then  be  the  firft  to  fubmit  to  thy  laws, 

m 

and  to  give  to  my  people  the  exan>ple  of 
fidelity;^ 

The  impoftor  did  not  chufe  to  accept  this 
propofal  ;  but  the  people  having  applauded  the 
renegadoes,  laid  hold  of  him,  notwithftanding 
the  refiftance  made  by  his  guard,  raifed  over 
him  a  large  ftone,  which  inftcad  of  remaining 
fufpended,  fell  and  cruihed  him  to  death. 

This  fortunate  ftratagem,  and  the  courage 
of  the  renegadoes,  who  were  not  to  be  inti- 
midated by  the  number  of  their  enemies,  pre- 
ferved  the  Emperor,  and  infured  to  them  the 
inviolable  attachment  and  lafting  generofity 
of  that  Prince,  who  reiàews  them  once  a 
ye;T,  clothes  them  anew,  and  allov^'s  them 
pay  in  proportion  to  the  eminent  fervices  dif- 
played  on  the  above  moft  critical  occafion. 

When  a  perfon  is  accufed  before  the  Em- 
peror, and  the  Prince  has  fpoken,  no  one 
^ares  to  reply  ;    fuch  prefumption  would  be 
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attended  with  certain  and  inftant  4^ath.  The 
Alcaide  of  the  French  renegïidoes  was  th« 
only  perfon  who  ever  attempted  it  with  im- 
punity. **  Thou  favoured  the  flight  of  thy 
countrymen/*  laid  the  Emperor  to  him,  in 
the  prefence  of  the  people,  *'  I  know  it  from 
good  authority,  and  thou  art  to  expeft  the 
punifhment  which  fuch  a  crime  deferves." — 
*'  O,  mighty  Prince,  thou  haft  been  deceiv- 
ed/* replied  the  Alcaide,  "  What,*'  faid 
the  Emperor,  **  thou  doft  not  admit  the 
charge?" — *' No,*'  my  lord,  *'  command 
my  accufers  to  appear  in  thy  prefence,  and 
thou  wilt  know  the  truth,*'  This  determin- 
ed anfwer  would  have  been  for  any  other  a 
fentence  of  death,  but  it  faved  the  life  of  the 
Alcaide.  His  accufers,  among  whom  was. 
a  Pacha,  were  ordered  to  appear  ;  and  al- 
though the  charge  was  true,  yet  it  could  not 
be  proved,  and  they  were  inftantly  put  to 
death.  The  Alcaide  on  the  contrary  was  re- 
warded. I  heard  him  relate  this  circumftance 
himfelf. 

When  a  Moorifh  army  is  oi\  the  march 
no  order  is  obferved  ;  only  thofe  who  carry 
the  colours  march  at  the   head  of  the  troops. 
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The  horfc  are  indifcriminatclj  mixed  with 
the  foot.      When   they   arrive   upon   their 
ground  the  whole  afTemble,  but  no  roll-call 
takes  place.  The  encampment  is  circular  ;  the 
general's  tent,  and  that  deftined  for  religious 
cerenlionies,  are  placed  in  the   middle.     To* 
wards  night  centinels  are  planted  before  the 
tents  ;   the   troops   lie  on  the  bare  ground  ; 
every  quarter  of  an  hour  their  war-cry  goes 
round  their   camp  to   prove  their  vigilance  ; 
and  during  the  whole  night  a  moft  terrible 
noife  is  heard.     It  is  a  difficult  matter  to  fur- 
prize  their  camp,  for  the  troops  deep  in  their 
clothes,  and  on  their  arms.    Their  horfes  tied 
only  to  a  fmall  ftake,  are  diiingaged  in  an  iu- 
flant,  and   ready  for  a£tion.      They    fwim 
acrofs  rivers,  and  tranfport  their  baggage  upon 
rafts  made  of  tent  poles,  fuftained  by  inflated 
goat-lkins.  When  an  army  approaches  a  city, 
the  cavalry  come  out  to  meet  them,  and  both 
parties  advance  in  a  (ham  fight,     They  fall 
upon  each  other   in  full  (peed,  and  after  dif- 
chargin  g  their  carbines,  the  cavalry  retreat,  load 
as   they   make  off,  and  return  to  the  charge 
feveral  times  on  the   fame  front.     We  were 
entertained  with  this  fpc6tacle  before  the  city 
of  Azcmor. 

The 
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The  naval  forces  of  the  empire  of  Mot'occo 
are  very  inconfiderable.  Their  corfairs,  how- 
every  are  by  no  means  to  be  defjpifed.  They 
always  endeavour  to  board  the  veflels  they 
attack,  and  as  their  crews  are  numerous,  have 
often  the  advantage.  They  fcarcely  ever  lofe 
£ght  of  the  land  ;  and  if  they  find  themfelves 
purfued  by  a  fuperior  force,  diey  foon  take 
iheltcr  under  the  cannon  of  fbme  fort. 

The  towns  of  Barbary  are  very  ill  built  ; 
the  ftreets  are  narrow  and  without  pavement  ; 
there  confequently  are  no  carriages  to  be 
ieenl  The  houfes  have  no  windows  towards 
the  ftreets  ;  the  roofs  are  terraced.  Several 
ancient  monuments  of  this  country  have  fallea 
into  ruin.  At  the  entrance  into  Morocco  is 
feen  a  magnificent  bridge  of  a  fuiprifing 
length.  The  town  of  Rabate  is  well  forti- 
fied, and  in  fbme  parts  paved.  That  of  Mo^ 
godor,  however,  is  much  more  elegant,  for  the 
French  merchants  have  built  there  feveral 
magnificent  houfes  of  hewn  ft  one  ;  they  have 
alfo  in  common  a  large  garden,  given  them  by 
the  Emperor,  which  is  kept  in  excellent 
order. 

The  territory  is  fertile,  and  produces  abun- 
dantly 
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dantly  al^  the  ncceffaries  of  life.  The  moun- 
tains are  extremely  abrupt.  The  chain  known 
by  the  appellation  of  Atlas,  in  the  part  oppofitc 
to  Morocco,  is  entirely  covered  with  fnow  the 
whole  yfrar  round. 

.  The  Moors  who  inhabit  that  part  of  thofe 
mountains  which  lies  near  St.  Croix,  leave 
not  a  fingte  inch  of  land  untilled.  They  fup- 
port  their  grounds  by  fmall  walls.  It  often 
happens  that  a  cultivated  fpot  is  not  more 
than  eight  or  ten  feet  in  breadth.  A  perfon 
obfcrving  with  what  care  the  foil  is  laid  out 
would  be  apt  to  imagine  that  it  was  extremely 
fcarce  in  thefe  parts  ;  yet  at  fot^e  leagues  dif- 
tance  there  are  extenfive  plains  6f  excellent 
earth,  which  are  totally  left  wafte  ;  nor  is  it 
cafy  to  find  out  the  reafon  of  fuch  a  praftice, 
tmlefs  it  arife  from  a  preference  given  to  the 
cultivation  of  the  mountains,  where  property 
is  better  fecured  from  depredation.  By  occu- 
pying the  neighbourhood  of  Bilidulgerid,  they 
can  eafily  take  refuge  there,  for  they  are  maf- 
ters  of  the  defiles  in  the  way,  and  of  courfe 
arcfccure  from  furprife.  This,  doubtlefs,  in- 
duces theçn  to  prefer  fuch  fterile  fpots  to  the 
pleafant  habitations  which  the  neighbouring 

champaigu 
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champaign  country  would  afford.  When  har- 
Tcft  is  got  in,  it  is  the  cuftom  to  fet  fire  to 
the  ftubble.  They  preferve  their  corn  as  at 
Bilidulgerid;  As  to  the  commerce  of  this 
country,  every  one  knows,  and  particularly  at 
Marfeilles,  with  what  advantages  it  is  attend- 
ed. On  clofing  thefe  refle£lions,  what  re- 
mains to  be  obferved,  is,  that  nothing  is  want- 
ing to  render  the  a  Moors  profperous  and  an 
invincible  nation^  but  fixed  laws,  and  an  ad- 
miniftration  independent  of  the  caprice  of 
their  Emperors. 


PART 


«  • 


PART   THE    SECOND. 


VOYAGE  TO  GALEM,  AND  RETURN  TO 

FRANCE. 

RESTORED  again  to  my  family,  I 
thought  to  have  enjoyed  fome  confola- 
tion,  but  I  was  cruelly  difappointed.  I  difco- 
vered,  with  great  pain,  that  my  relations  gave 
no  credit  to  the  ftory  of  my  fuffcrings .  Some  of 
them  told  me,  that  as  I  had  brought  them 
upon  myfelf,  they  were  nothing  more  than 
what  I  defcrved.  Others,  quite  unmoved  at 
my  iituation,  had  not  even  condefcended  to 
anfwer  the  obliging  letters  they  had  received 
from  feveral  merchants  at  Bordeaux,  who  not 
being  of  the  fame  opinion  with  my  family, 
had  warmly  interefted  themfelves  in  my  be- 
half. Thefe  merchants  had  had  the  goodnefs 
to  write  to  Cadix,  Mogodor,  Sallee,  and 
other  places,  to  urge  every  poflible  means  of 
extricating  me  from  my  miferable  condition  ; 
engaging  themfelves,  without  any  limitation, 

to 
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to  defray  every  expence  attending  it.  I  tîiink 
it  incumbent  on  me  to  infert  a  letter  to  this 
efFe<3:  which  I  received  by  duplicate  at  Sainte 
Croix  de  Barbarie,  and  which  was  written  to 
me  by  Mr.  Mocquart  of  Bordeaux.  It  came 
to  my  hands  by  the  means  of  a  Jew. 


Bordeaux^  April  14,  1784- 

Mr.  Saugnier, 

**  I  only  heard  yefterday  of  the  misforttmcs 
that  have  befallen  you.  I  had  that  information 
by  a  letter  Mr.  Lanefpeze,  junior,  your  mate, 
wrote  to  Mr.  Mure,  the  French  conful  at 
Sallee,  dated  the  21ft  FebruaYy  laft,.  which 
Mr.  Mure  fent  to  Mr.  Lanefpeze,  fen ior,  the 
14th  March.  There  is  no  evil,  my  dear 
friend,  without  a  remedy.  May  God  prefer ve 
your  health,  and  we  will  foon  relieve  you  from 
your  diftrefs.  1  wrote  yefterday  to  Mn 
Mure,  to  engage  him  to  ufe  all  pofTible  means 
to  find  you  out,  and  immediately  to  furnifli 
what  is  neceflary  for  your  ranfom,  and  I  have 
made  myfelf  anfwerable  for  the  payment.  By 
which  means,  my  dear  Sir,  I  hope,  that  al- 
though   your  misfortunes   have  been  great, 

that 
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that  they  will  not  be  of  long  duration;  Do 
not  then  give  yourfelf  up  tbfotrdw,  Ifearncftly 
intreat  you;  It  would  be  fo  much  the  more 
unworthy  bf  ydilj  as  yon  /hould  know  how 
to  furmount  the  âdverfîties  of  fortune^  to 
which  you  have  been  fo  long  inbred. 

*'  Your  friends,  MeiTrs.  Floquet,  fet  fail  the 
29th  of  December  ;  they  met  with  bad  weàthet^ 
and  were  obliged  to  put  into  Breft  the  7th  of 
January;  their  letter  of  the  loth  informs  me 
they  were  to  fail  again  the  i  ith; 

**  This  is  all  the  account  Ihavebf  fhehi  id 
the  prefent  time.  I  imagiiie  they  are  arrived 
by  this  time.  1  am  now  fliippihg  them  a 
fmali  confighmerit^  ^art  of  which  is  a  ftill; 
1  thought  your  arrival  would  have  {Preceded 
theirs;  But  after  all,  I  hope  it  is  only  delayj^ 
cd.  Apropos;  I  have  written  to  M;  Mure^ 
If  by  chance  it  fhouldbe  in  his  powers  to  fetid 
you  either  to  the  ifland  bf  St.  Louis  at  Sene-» 
gal,  or  to  Gorec,  if  agreeable  to  you  ;  and  iii 
cafe  of  your  declining  it;  I  have  defired  him 
to  forward  your  return  to  France  with  all 
pofliblc  expedition  ;  adding-,  that  which  ever 
propofal  ydu  chufe  to  accept,  he  may  ftill  look 
ko  nje  for  reimburfement. 

M  *•  I  wrote, 
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"  I  wrote,  befides,  by  the  fame  convey- 
ance to  David  Benatar,  a  Jew,  fettled  at  Mo- 
godor,  (the  perfon  to  whom  Lanefpeze  ad- 
drefled  his  letter  to  M.  Mure,)  to  engage 
him  to  ufe  every  means  in  his  power  to  find 
y«u  out,  and  to  give  the  earlieft  intelligence 
of  the  fame  to  M.  Mure.  After  having  taken 
the  foregoing  fteps  in  order  to  terminate  your 
misfortunes,  the  end  of  which  I  ihall  fee 
with  extreme  fatisfa^ion^  I  am,  with  the  fin- 
cerefl  attachment.  Sir, 

**  Yours,  &c. 

**  M.  MOCQUART.'* 

My  mother,  who  is  far  from  being  in  eafy 
cireumflances,  was  the  only  one  of  my  relations 
who  felt  for  my  diflrefs.  She  furnifhed  me 
with  linen,  and  other  neceffanes,  as  far  as  the 
fcantinefs  of  her  means  would  allow  One  of 
my  uncles^  a  prebendary,  and  in  good  circum- 
flancesy  fent  me  300  livres,  more  through 
oflentation  than  friendfhip,  obferving  that  it 
Was  the  lafl  prefent  I  fhould  receive  at  his 
hands,  and  that  notwithflanding  the  interefl 
he  took  in  my  fufferings,  he  could  not  here- 
after do  any  thing  more  for  me.  In  this  try- 
ins: 
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ing  fituation,  with  fo  fmall  a  ftock,  and  with 
only  the  coat  I  had  on  my  back^  I  determined 
upon  returning  to  Paris,  alnd  engaging  myfelf 
in  my  original  line  of  bufiiiefs,  however  pain- 
ful the  talk.  I  did  not  repine  at  my  fate,  for 
by  comparing  the  iituatioh  I  had  lately  expe- 
rienced, with  that  in  which  I  now  fdUnd  my- 
feify  I  confidered  the  latter  as  a  (late  of  hap- 
pinefs,  although  my  health  had  been  greatly 
impaired  by  the  hardfliips  of  flavery.  My 
example  ought  to  ferve  as  a  lefTon  to  thofe 
young  people,  who  even  if  they  are  of  an  af- 
fluent family,  ought  never  to  depend  too  much 
upon  the  fupport  of  their  relations.  Selfifti- 
nefs  prevails  in  France,  and  the  ties  of  blood 
are  a  mere  illufion.  We  are  in  the  wrong 
not  to  allow  that  the  fault  of  an  individual  re- 
flefts  diflionour  upon  his  family,  and  that  they 
ought  to  partake  of  the  ftiame';  for  frequently 
they  are  the  only  caufe  of  his  delinquency^ 
by  the  barbarity  with  which  they  treat  the  * 
unhappy  perfon,  whom  defpair  alone  has  led 
on  to  crimes.  Whenever  fuch  calamity  hap- 
pens, the  fault  is  almoft  always  on  the  fide  of 
the  family.  With  lefs  avarice,  and  more 
gentlenefs  and  good-nature,  they  would  foon 

M  a  reclaim 
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"  I  wrote,  befides,  by  the  fame  convey- 
ance to  David  Benatar,  a  Jew,  fettled  at  Mo- 
godor,  (the  perfon  to  whom  Lanefpeze  ad- 
drefled  his  letter  to  M,  Mure,)  to  engage 
him  to  ufe  every  means  in  his  power  to  find 
y«u  out,  and  to  give  the  earlieft  intelligence 
of  the  fame  to  M.  Mure.  After  having  taken 
the  foregoing  fteps  in  order  to  terminate  your 
misfortunes,  the  end  of  which  I  Ihall  fée 
with  extreme  fetisfaftion,  I  am,  with  the  fin- 
cereft  attachment,  Sir, 

**  Yours,  &c. 

**  M,  MOCQUART.'* 

My  mother,  who  is  far  from  being  in  eafy 
circumftances,  was  the  only  one  of  my  relations 
who  felt  for  my  diftrefs.  She  furni(hed  me 
with  linen,  and  other  necefTaries,  as  far  as  the 
fcantinefs  of  her  means  would  allow  One  of 
my  uncles  J  a  prebendary,  and  in  good  circum- 
ftances, fent  me  30b  livres,  more  through 
oftentation  than  friendfliip,  obferving  that  it 
Was  the  laft  prefent  I  fhould  receive  at  his 
hands,  and  that  notwithftanding  the  intereft 
he  took  in  my  fufFerings,  he  could  not  here- 
after do  any  thing  nM)re  for  me*  In  this  try- 
ins: 


COAST  OF  AFRICA;  163 

in  g  lïtuation,  with  fo  fmall  a  ftock,  and  with 
only  the  coat  I  had  on  my  back^  I  determined 
upon  returning  to  Paris,  alnd  engaging  myfelf 
in  my  original  line  of  bufiiiefs,  however  pain- 
ful the  talk.      I  did  not  repine  at  my  fate,  for 
by  comparing  the  (ituatioh  I  had  lately  expe- 
rienced, with  that  in  which  I  now  fdilnd  my- 
felfy  I  confidered  the  latter  as  a  ftate  of  hap- 
pinefs,  although  my  health  had  beeii  greatly 
impaired  by  the  hard(hips  of  flavery.     My 
example  ought  to  fcrve  as  a  lefTon  to  thofe 
young  people,  who  even  if  they  are  of  an  af- 
fluent family,  ought  never  to  depend  too  much 
upon  the  fupport  of  their  relations.      Selfifti- 
nefs  prevails  in  France,  and  the  ties  of  blood 
are  a   mere   illufion.     We  are  in  the  wrong 
not  to  allow  that  the  fault  of  an  individual  re- 
flefts  diflionour  upon  his  family,  and  that  they 
ought  to  partake  of  the  ftiame';  for  frequently 
they  are  the  only  caufe  of  his  delinquency^ 
by   the  barbarity  with  which  they  treat  the 
unhappy  perfon,  whom  defpair  alone  has  led 
on  to  crimes.     Whenever  fuch  calamity  hap* 
pens,  the  fault  is  almoft  always  on  the  fide  of 
the  family.     With   lefs   avarice,   and   more 
gcntlenefs  and  good-nature,  they  would  foon 

M  a  reclaim 
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**  I  wrote,  befides,  by  the  fame  convey- 
ance to  David  Benatar,  a  Jew,  fettled  at  Mo- 
godor,  (the  perfon  to  whom  Lanefpeze  ad- 
drcfled  his  letter  to  M,  Mure,)  to  engage 
him  to  ufe  every  means  in  his  power  to  find 
y«u  out,  and  to  give  the  earlieft  intelligence 
of  the  fame  to  M.  Mure.  After  having  taken 
the  foregoing  fteps  in  order  to  terminate  your 
misfortunes,  the  end  of  which  I  fliall  lee 
with  extreme  fetisfadion,  I  am,  with  the  fin- 
cereft  attachment.  Sir, 

**  Yours,  &c. 

"  M.  MOCQUART.'* 

My  mother,  who  is  far  from  being  in  eafy 
cirCumftances,  was  the  only  one  of  my  relations 
who  felt  for  my  diftrefs.  She  furni(hed  me 
with  linen,  and  other  necefTaries,  as  far  as  the 
fcantinefs  of  her  means  would  allow  One  of 
my  uncles^  a  prebendary,  and  in  good  circum- 
ftances,  fent  me  300  livres,  more  through 
oftentation  than  friendfhip,  obferving  that  it 
Was  the  laft  prefent  I  fhould  receive  at  his 
hands,  and  that  notwithftanding  the  intereft 
he  took  in  my  fufFerings,  he  could  not  here- 
after do  any  thing  nM)re  for  me.  In  this  try- 
ins: 
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in  g  fituation,  with  fo  fmall  a  ftock,  and  with 
only  the  coat  I  had  on  my  back^  I  determined 
upon  returning  to  Paris,  îtnd  engaging  myfelf 
in  my  original  line  of  bufliiefs,  however  pain- 
ful the  talk.  I  did  not  repine  at  my  fate,  for 
by  comparing  the  fituation  I  had  lately  expe- 
rienced, with  that  in  which  I  now  fdilnd  my- 
felf, I  confidered  the  latter  as  a  flate  of  hap- 
pinefs,  although  my  health  had  been  greatly 
impaired  by  the  hardships  of  flavery.  My 
example  ought  to  ferve  as  a  leiTon  to  thofe 
young  people,  who  even  if  they  are  of  an  af- 
fluent family,  ought  never  to  depend  too  much 
upon  the  fupport  of  their  relations.  Selfifli- 
nefs  prevails  in  France,  and  the  ties  of  blood 
are  a  mere  illufion.  We  are  in  the  wrong 
not  to  allow  that  the  fault  of  an  individual  re- 
flefts  diflionour  upon  his  family,  and  that  they 
ought  to  partake  of  the  Ihame';  for  frequently 
they  are  the  only  caufe  of  his  delinquency^ 
by  the  barbarity  with  which  they  treat  the  * 
unhappy  perfon,  whom  defpair  alone  has  led 
on  to  crimes.  Whenever  fuch  calamity  hap* 
pens,  the  fault  is  almoft  always  on  the  fide  of 
the  family.  With  lefs  avarice,  and  more 
gentlenefs  and  good-nature,  they  would  foon 

M  a  reclaim 
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ireclaim  the  errors  of  an  exafperated  mmd, 
which,  urged  on  by  want  and  difpair,  is  prone 
to  confider  every  thing  allowable  for  the  prc- 
fervation  of  life. 

Having  taken  this  refolution,  I  remained 
in  quiet  at  my  mother's  houfe  till  I  recovered 
my  health.  In  the  mean  while  I  wrote 
to  feveral  fhop-keepers  in  the  capital,  with  a 
view  of  obtaining  a  place.  •  But  I  waç  not  yet 
come  to  the  end  of  my  misfortunes  ;  my  wan- 
derings were  not  terminated.  Heaven  had 
decided  otherwife.  Î  had  fufFered  much  in 
the  hope  of  going  to  Senegal,  and  it  was  writ- 
ten in  the  book  of  fate  that  I  (hould  go  there. 
I  received  at  this  time  a  letter  from  the  elder 
of  my  two  companions  in  misfortune.  He 
had  lately  returned  to  Paris,  where  he  learnt 
my  arrival  in  France,  through  the  merchants 
of  Bordeaux,  whom  I  had  thanked  for  the  fuc- 
cour  they  had  afforded  me  in  my  captivity, 
and  for  the  obliging  letters  which  they  had 
written  to  my  relations,  and  which  thofe  re- 
lations had  never  deigned  to  anfwer. 

My  Ihipwreck,  and  the  lofs  of  our  common 
venture  had  thrown  the  greateft  obftacles  in 
the  way  of  his  fuccefs,  as  well  as  mine.     He 

embarked 
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embarked  in  the  Bayonnaife,  as  I  have  before 
mentioned,  and  two  months  after  his  depar- 
ture from  Bordeaux  arrived  at  Senegal, 
where  he  expeâed  to  find  me.  My  abfençe, 
the  uncertainty  of  my  being  alive,  and  the 
probable  lofs  of  our  common  efFcdls,  had  prov* 
ed  a  fb-oke  of  thunder  to  him.  Some  time^ 
however,  after  his  arrival  at  the  colony,  he 
had  leahit,  or  rather  had  conceived  fome  fu^ 
fpicion  of  my  (hip wreck  from  the  report  of 
fome  wandering  Moors,  who  had  fpread  about 
the  rumour  of  a  (hip  being  loft  on  their  coafts. 
This  news  determining  him,  after  a  refidence 
of  three  months  at  the  colony,  to  return  to 
France,  he  took  fhipping  for  Cape  François, 
from  whence  he  afterwards  failed  for  Bor-* 
.deaux. 

He  exhorted  me  in  his  letter  not  to  lofe 
courage.  He  drew  an  argument  from  my 
paft  misfortunes  to  infer  that  our  next  voyage 
would  be  more  profperous  5  and  he  gave  a  very 
flattering  account  of  the  advantage  to  be  do- 
rived  from  traffic  at  Senegal-  He  likewife 
communicated  to  me  the  motive  of  his  com- 
ing to  Paris,  and  encouraged  me  topurfue  my 
former  projects,     Tlïe  recent  example  of  the 

M  3  ihip 
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**  I  wrote,  befides,  by  the  fame  convey- 
ance to  David  Benatar,  a  Jew,  fettled  at  Mo- 
godor,  (the  perfon  to  whom  Lanefpeze  ad- 
dreffed  his  letter  to  M.  Mure,)  to  engage 
him  to  ufe  every  means  in  his  power  to  find 
you  out,  and  to  give  the  earlieft  intelligence 
of  the  fame  to  M.  Mure.  After  having  taken 
the  foregoing  fteps  in  order  to  terminate  your 
misfortunes,  the  end  of  which  I  (hall  fee 
with  extreme  fatisfadion,  I  am,  with  the  fin- 
cereft  attachment,  Sir, 

**  Yours,  &c. 

"  M.  MocoyART.'* 

My  mother,  who  is  far  from  being  in  eafy 
circumftances,  was  the  only  one  of  my  relations 
who  felt  for  my  diftrefs.  She  furnifhed  me 
with  linen,  and  other  necefTaries,  as  far  as  the 
fcantinefs  of  her  means  would  allow  One  of 
my  uncles )  a  prebendary,  and  in  good  circum- 
ftances,  fent  me  306  livres,  more  through 
oftentation  than  friendfliip,  obferving  that  it 
Was  the  laft  prefcnt  I  Ihould  receive  at  his 
hands,  and  that  notwithAanding  the  intereft 
he  took  in  my  fufFerings,  he  could  not  here- 
after do  any  thing  more  for  me»  In  this  try- 
ing 
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in  g  (ituation,  with  fo  fmall  a  ftock,  and  with 
only  the  coat  I  had  oil  my  back^  I  determined 
upon  returning  to  Paris,  jtnd  engaging  myfelf 
in  my  original  line  of  bufiiiefs,  however  pain- 
ful the  taflc.      I  did  not  repine  at  my  fate,  for 
by  comparing  the  fituation  I  had  lately  expe- 
rienced, with  that  in  which  I  now  fttilnd  my- 
felf, I  confidered  the  latter  as  a  flate  of  hap- 
pinefs,  although  my  health  had  been  greatly 
impaired  by  the  hardships  of  flavery.     My 
example  ought  to  ferve  as  a  leiTon  to  thofë 
young  people,  who  even  if  they  are  of  an  af- 
fluent family,  ought  never  to  depend  too  much 
upon  the  fupport  of  their  relations.      Selfifli- 
nefs  prevails  in  France,  and  the  ties  of  blood 
are  a   mere  illufion.     We  are  in  the  wrong 
not  to  allow  that  the  fault  of  an  individual  re- 
fleas  diflionour  upon  his  family,  and  that  they 
ought  to  partake  of  the  Ihame';  for  frequently 
they  are  the  only  caufe  of  his  delinquency^ 
by   the  barbarity  with  which  they  treat  the  ' 
unhappy  perfon,  whom  defpair  alone  has  led 
on  to  crimes.     Whenever  fuch  calamity  hap* 
pens,  the  fault  is  almoft  always  on  the  fide  of 
the  family.     With   lefs  avarice,   and   more 
gentlcnefs  and  good-nature,  they  would  foon 

M  a  reclaim 
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the  entire  buflnefs  fliould  be  left  to  the  capr 
taiiiy  or  that  his  power  fliould  be  reftrîéled 
to  the  mere  navigation  of  the  flïip.  A  diver- 
(ity  of  opinions  is  ever  prejudicial  t  one  ob^ 
jeds  to  the  propofal  of  the  other,  and  this 
difTeniion  proves  always  detrimental  to  the  in- 
tereft  of  the  owners.  As  I  was  abfolutcly 
foent  upon  going  to  Senegal,  I  clofed  with 
the  offers  of  M.  I^atpalathie,  and  reconciled 
myfelf  to  the  reft.       , 

My  partner  remained  at  Bordeaux  to  fit  out 
the  brig  to  Furet,  Captain  Gabory,  of  about 
70  tons  burden,  and  on  board  of  which  he 
embarked  fix  weeks  after  me.  The  Gufta- 
vus  Adolphus  was  a  prime  failor,  and  our 
voyage  fhort  and  fortunate.  On  leaving  the 
Canary  Iflands  we  i>evcrthelefs  met  with  vio- 
lent gales  of  wind,  which  fprung  our  mahi* 
maft,  an  accident  that  determined  the  cap- 
tain, from  the  impoffibility  of  repairing  it  the-» 
roughly  on  that  coaft,  not  to  hazard  the  voy- 
a^e  to  India  :  he  thercforp  finifhed  his  bufi- 
nefs  at  Goree,  where  he  ftaid  a  twelvemonth, 
and  from  thence  failed  for  America. 

Scarcely  had  we  loft  fight  of  the  Canaries 
when  we  perceived  the  coaft  of  Africa.    The 

ftpry 
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ftory  of  my  misfortunes»  and  the  experience 
of  the  captain,  made  him  refolve  of  keeping 
well  out  to  lea.  The  next  day,  however,  we 
made  Cape  Blanco,  and  perceived  two  wrecks, 
the  one  appearing  to  be  a  veflcl  of  about  1 50 
tons,  and  the  other  a  frigate. 

We  arrived  without  much  difficulty  with- 
in  fight  of  Senegal  the  13th  of  June,  1 785,  and 
the  fame  day  we  croffed  the  bar,  according 
to  the  report  of  feamen,  the  moft  dangerous 
in  the  world.  The  bar  is  the  effeft  of  lèverai 
fucceffive  furfs  that  conftantly  purfue  and 
break  upon  each  other  with  great  force.  This 
furf  is  occafioned  by  the  current  of  the  river, 
that  is  thrown  back  upon  itfelf  by  the  fea  into 
which  it  flows.  The  fand  carried  down  by 
the  ftream,  and  caft  back  by  the  fea,  forms  a 
flat  which  renders  this  paffage  inacceffible  to 
veflels  of  great  burthen.  There  was  only 
thirteen  feet  water  when  I  pafled  it.  I  ven- 
tured over  it  in  the  pilot's  boat.  I  did  not 
know  the  danger  ;  but  when  the  violence  of 
the  furf  bore  us  aloft,  I  began  to  tremble  for 
my  life.  In  the  month  of  September  of  the 
dime  year,  though  the  bar  had  but  feven  feet 
water,  it  was  mqre  eafy  to  be  palTcd  in  boats. 

It 
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It  feems  as  if  nature,  by  thefe  dangers,  would 
forbid  the  Europeans  to  make  eftablifhments 
ih  this  country,  where  they  come  attly  to 
carry  on  a  commerce  difgraceful  to  huma- 
nity ;  but  the  dcfire  of  gain  prevails  over 
every  conilderation,  and  furmounts  the 
greatefl  obftaples.  It  is  neceflary  to  be  piloted 
over  the  bar  by  negroes,  who  are  good  fwim- 
mers,  and  will  not  eafily  abandon  the  whites 
in  the  moment  of  danger  ;  they  oft^n  fave 
them  when  the  boat  overfets,  and  in  fuch 
cafe  the  beft  eiTpedient  is  to  truft  ones  felf 
entirely  to  their  care.  Woe  to  him,  who 
contradiâs  them  during  this  dangerous  paf- 
fage,  for  in  that  cafe,  if  an  accident  happen 
they  only  provide  for  their  own  fàfety,  with- 
out paying  any  attention  to  the  (ituation  of 
the  whites,  who  are  foort  fwallowed  up  by  the 
•waves.  Of  this  truth  the  fete  of  M.  de  la 
Echouart,  Captain  of  theBayonnaife,  who  was 
drowned  in  the  month  of  April,  1786,  is  a 
melancholy  example. 

Having  croffed  the  bar,  we  went  on  fliore  ; 
and  although  the  fun  was  extremely  hot,  I 
continued  my  way  to  Senegal  along  the  Bar- 
bary  point,  a  flip  of  fandy  ground,  from  fifty 

to 
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to  fixty  toifes  wide,  that  fcparates  the  Niger 
from  the  fca.  The  breadth  of  the  river  near 
thé  village  of  Gandiole  is  more  than  three 
hundred  toifes. 

'The  ifland  of  Senegal  is  three  leagues 
higher  up.  This  ifland,  properly  Speaking,  is 
only  a  bank  of  fapd  in  the  middle  of  the 
river.  It  is  a  thoufand  geometrical  paces 
loog  and  about  fixty  in  its  gr^teû  width  ;  is 
almoft  on  a  level  with  the  river,  and  with 
the  fea,  being  defended  from  the  latter  by 
Barbary  po^nt,  which  is  of  .greater  elevation 
thian  thie  colony.  The  eaOem  branch  of  the 
river  is  the  more  confiderable  of  the  two, 
being  about  four  hundred  toifes  acrofs;  the 
weftcrn  branch  is  only  from  fifty  to  two 
hundred  toifes  wide.  The  ifle  confifts  en- 
tirely of  burning  fands,  on  the  barren  fur- 
face  of.which  you  fometimes  meet  with  feat- 
tcrred  flints,  thrown  out  among  their  ballaft 
by  veffels  coming  from  Goree,  or  with  the 
ruins  of  buildings  formerly* crefted.  by  Euro- 
pean^. There,  is  fcarcely  fuch  a  thing  as  a 
garden  upon  the  ifland.-; r  European  feed^ 
id  general  not  thriving Ixere.r  It  is  not  fur- 
prifing  that  the  foil  is  ia  uuproduftive;  for 
the  air  is  ftrqngly  impregnated  with  fea  fait, 

which 
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which  pervades  every  thing,  and  confumcrf 
even  iron  in  a  very  ihort  fpacc  of  time.  The 
heats  are  exceffive,  and  rendered  (HU  more  in« 
fupportable  by  the  refleâion  of  the  fand,  fo  that 
from  ten  in  the  morning  until  four  in  the  after- 
noon it  is  almoft  impofiible  to  do  any  work. 
During  the  months  of  January,  February, 
March,  and  April,  the  heats  are  moderated  ; 
but  in  Auguft,  and  in  the  foUouring  ones,  they 
become  fo  oppreffive  as  to  afFeâ  even  the  na- 
tives themfelves.  What  efFeâ:  then  muft 
they  have  upon  the  Europeans,  fuddenly 
tranfported  unto  this  burning  climate  ?  The 
nights  are  a  little  lefs  fultry  ;  not  always^ 
however,  but  only  when  the  fea  breeze  fets 
in.  '  It  is  then,  that  the  inhabitants  of  the 
colony  breath  a  frefher  air,  for  which  they 
have  been  longing  the  whole  of  the  day; 
but  this  air  in  our  climate  would  ^eem  a 
burning  vapouf.  The  nights  are  nevcrthc- 
lefs  troubleforae,  notwithftanding  the  com- 
forts of  the  fea  breeze.  The  inftant  the  fun 
is  fet,  we  are  affailed  by  an  infinity  of  gnats, 
which  are  called  mufquitos  ;  their  ftings  are 
very  painful,  and  their  multitude  incredible. 
The  inhabitants  find  but  a  poor  defence  in 

their 
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their  gauze  curtains.  For  my  own  part,  ac* 
cuftomed  as  I  had  been  to  live  among  the 
Moors,  I  was  but  little  annoyed  by  thefe  in- 
feels.  Being  half  a  favage,  I  felt  no  defirc 
to  recommend  myfelf  to  the  favourable  re- 
gard of  the  fair-fex,  and  I  was  therefore 
under  no  neceffity  of  taking  care  of  my 
perfon.  In  imitation  of  my  former  mafters, 
I  fmeared  myfelf  with  butter,  îind  this  ex* 
pedient  preferved  me  at  all  times,  from  thefe 
impertinate  ftingers,  tbefe  ipitelefs  enemies 
to  the  repofe  of  the  human  kind. 

If  the  profpeft  of  Senegal  is  not  agreeable 
to  the  eye,  much  lefs  are  its  environs,  which 
are  covered  over  only  with  fand,  and  over-ruij 
with  mangles.  It  may  be  faid,  without  ex- 
aggeration, that  there  is  not  a  more  forlorn 
fituation  to  be  found  on  the  face  of  the  in- 
habited globe,  or  a  place  in  which  the  com^- 
mon  neceffaries  of  life  are  procured  with 
greater  difficulties.  Water,  that  indifpentible 
aliment  of  man,  is  here  not  potable.  Wells 
are  dug  in  the  fand  to  the  depth  of  five  or 
fix  feet,  and  water  is  obtained  by  this  means  ; 
but  whatever  pains  are  taken  to  frelhen  it,  it 
ever  retains  a  brackifh  tafte.     \  have  diftillçd 

this 
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this  water  myfelf,  and  obferved  that  it  always 
kept  a  difagreeable  favour,  which  cannot  fail 
to  be  hurtful,  to  the  health  ;  it  is  true  that 
when  the  river  is  high,  its  ftreams  are  fre(h, 
but  the  water  is  only  the  more  dangerous. 
It  proves  the  caufe  of  moft  of  thofe  maladies 
which  carry  off  the  Europeans  fo  rapidly,, 
that  at  the  end  of  every  three  years  the 
colony  has  a  frelh  fet  of  inhabitants.  The 
blacks  themfelves,  although  accuftomed  to 
the  climate,  are  not  in  this  feafon  free  from 
difeafe. 

There  is  not  any  good  water  to  be  got  in 
the  country,  but  that  which  is  brought  forty 
leagues  down  the  river,  and  through  the 
moft  infeftious  fwamps.  A  fpring  of  good 
water  rifes,  however,  four  leagues  above  Gan- 
diole,  upon  the  way  from  Senegal  to  Goreé, 
but  it  is  not  fufficiently  copious  to  become  of 
general  utility.  As  to  the  other  aliments  of 
life,  they  are  equally  unwholefome,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  lying  report  of  travellers,  and 
their  book-makers,  who  in  their  accounts  of 
this  fad  country,  feem  as  if  they  were  ftriv- 
ing  to  outdo  each  other  in  falfehood.  The 
meat  is  in  general  deteftably  bad,  and  the  fi(k 

of 
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of  ap  ill  tafte.  It  muft  be  drefled  the  day  it 
is  x^aught  ;  for  the  next  morning  it  is  good 
for  nothing.  The  oxen  furnifli  the  beft 
meat  :  but  they  are  not  half  fo  tall  or  fo  big 
as  thofe  of  France,  even  of  Brittany.  Meffrs. 
Adanfon  and  Dumanet  have  taken  a  pleafure 
in  embellifhing  the  narratives  they  have 
written  relative  to  thefe countries,  where  they 
have  found  fomething  marvellous  at  every 
ftep.  As  for  me,  who  have  gone  over  the 
great»  part  of  thefe  diftrifts,  I  have  found 
the  country  only  more  or  lefs  dcteftable. 
No  man  can  fpeak  in  its  favour,  except  to 
anfwer  fome  particular  purpofe.  The  Se- 
negal company  derive  great  benefit  from  their 
commerce,  and  confequently  have  an  intereft 
in  reprcfenting  the  country  as  a  terreftrial 
paradife  ;  for  if  it  were  known  to  be  fuch  as 
it  is'  in  fa£t,  they  would  find  nobody  to  go 
there,  the  chance  being  five  to  one  that  the 
adventurer  will  never  return,  (independent 
of  the  hazards  of  the  voyage)  and  that  in  the 
fpace  of  three  years.  It  muft,  however,  be 
confefled  that  this  charming  country  has  one 
advantage,  which  is,  that  if  a  man  become 
tired  of  life  he  may  eafily  terminate  his  ex- 

iftence 
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iftcnce  without    committing  tlie   crime  of 
fuicide.     He  need  only  remain  at  Senegal  a 
little  while,  or  if  he  would  wifh  ta  make  it 
Ihorter  ftill,  let  him  undertake  a  voyage  to 
Galam.    Thofe  on  the  contrary  who  wifli  to 
prolong  their  life  a  little  muil  be  fàtisfied 
with  negro  food— and  heavens  !   what  food  ! 
The  females  pound  millet  in  wooden  mor- 
tars upon  the  fand,   but  it  is  fo  ill  prepared 
that  it  grates  between  the  teeth.     Walking 
or  riding  out  is  no  amufement  here,   as  it  is 
ever  attended  with  danger,   and  as  there  are 
no  fituations  tolerably  agreeable  nearer  than 
ten  leagues  from  the  colony.     Befides,  a  man 
^  is  always  cxpofed  either  to  the  danger  of 
being  made  capture  by  the  inhabitants  of  the 
country,    or  to  be  devoured  by  wild  beafts, 
fuch  as  the  tiger,   and   the  lion.     Neither 
can  fuch  excurfions  be  made  without  danger^ 
even  when  the  colony  is  at  peace  with  the 
natives  of  the  country.     This,  however,  docs 
not  involve  a  contradiâion,    for  there  are  in 
Senegal,  as  in   every   other  part  of  Africa, 
troops  of  robbers,  who  carry  away  whatever 
they  meet  with,  and  who  wage  war  with  all 
the  world.     A  perlbn  may,  therefore,  be  in 

danger 
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danger  even  in  time  of  peace,  more  efpecially 
as  one  or  other  of  thefe  gangs  are  always 
fcouring  the  country.  Thefe  robbers'  never 
attack  the  inhabitants  of  the  colony  on  their 
own  ground,  but  whenever  they  find  them 
upon  the  territories  of  their  enemies,  they 
fail  not  to  lay  hold  of  the  occalion,  to  the 
ruin  of  thofe  whom  curiofity  leads  abroad* 
In  fine,  in  order  to  give  a  juft  idea  of  this 
wretched  colony,  let  it  fuffice  to  obferve,  with^ 
out  exaggeration,  that  it  is  the  moft  deteftable, 
fpot  on  the  face  of  the  earth  ;  and  that  no- 
thing but  utter  ignorance,  or  a  total  want  of 
any  other  means  of  fubfiftcnce,  can  induce 
a  man  to  fettle  there. 

While  waiting  the  arrival  of  the  Furet, 
which  had  been  fitted  out  by  my  friend,  I 
had  time  to  ftudy  the  character  of  the  in* 
habitants  of  Senegal,  and  their  manner  of 
trading,  this  was  the  only  matter  to  which 
1  turned  my  attention.  1  was  convinced  that 
I  fhould  never  fucceed  without  underfland- 
ing  thoroughly  the  people  with  whom  I  had 
to  deal  ;  and  I  was  afljfted  in  this  ftudy  by 
the  younger  Floquct,  who  had  been  left  by 
his   brother  at  the  colony,   and  who,    with 

N    '  the 
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the  aflîftance  of  the  Count  de  Repentigny, 
had  made  upon  the  whole  a  profitable  fpe- 
culatioa. 

At  that  time  there  were  only  three  Eu- 
ropean houfes  at  Senegal  tliat  carried  on  the 
greater  part  of  the  commerce  of  that  place  ; 
thefe  were,  firft,  the  company's  houfe,  which, 
befides  the  excluiive  privilege  of  the  gum 
trade,  dealt  alfo  in  flaves.  This  houfe  was 
certainly'  the  moft  confiderable,  but  withal 
the  worft  regulated  ;  the  perfons  who  had 
been  fent  by  the  company  having  no  know- 
kdge  whatever  of  this  commerce.  It  was 
therefore  the  leaft  formidable.  That  of  M. 
Aubry  de  la  Fofle,  of  Nantz,  was  better  con- 
duced. With  a  fmaller  ftock  they  carried  on 
a  more  confiderable  trade  ;  the  fuperlntend- 
ance  of  the  houfe  was  committed  to  M.  Vig- 
neux,  formerly  captain  of  a  fliip  from  Nantz. 
He  was  the  perfon,  who  taking  the  advantage 
of  my  unhappy  fliipwreck,  which  happened  in 
theyeari784,  had  made  one  of  thofe  fufprif- 
ingly  lucrative  bargains,  which  allure  fo  many 
of  our  countrymen  to  their  ruin.  He  made 
alio,  in  the  years  1785  and  1786,  feveral 
highly  advantageous  fpeculations  without  go- 
ing 
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ing  from  Senegal  ;    the  laft,  however,  coft 
him  his  life. 

The  third  houfe  was  conduced  by  M.  Paul 
Benis,  who  traded  folely  on  his  own  bottom* 
He  had  been  formerly  cooper  to  the  company 
at  Goree,  and  when  that  ifland  fell  into  the 
hands  of  the  Englifli,  took  refuge  in  Senegal. 
He  was  the  man  the  beft  acquainted  with  the 
colony.  He  fpoke  the  negro  language  as 
well  as  the  negroes  themfelves,  lived  in  their 
maimer^  and  always  found  means  to  lay  hold 
of  the  beft  bargains.  This  man,  who  could 
neither  write  nor  read,  had,  by  a  long  refi- 
dence  in  the  country,  obtained  a  thorough 
knowledge  of  trade;  but  though  he  could 
rival  the  company,  he  found  himlelf  unable 
to  ftand  the  competition  of  M.  Vigncux  ; 
who,  ignorant  as  he  was  of  the  country,  had 
nevcrthelefs  a  great  advantage  in  the  better 
affortment  of  his  articles,  and  the  friendly  ad- 
vice of  the  natives,  whodetcft  whatever  bears 
the  name  of  company. 

The  principle  perfons  among  them,  as  well 
negroes  as  mulattos,  engaged  in  commerce  on. 
their  own  account,  were  7>&w^/j(?/,  aman,who 
in  the  early  part  of  his  life  had  (pent  a  great 

N  2  deal 
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^al  of  money  at  Paris,  and  had  afTumed  the 

I 

title  of  an  African  prince  ;  Saint-yeatiy  his  bro- 
ther-in-law, who  was^fon  of  an  Englifliman, 
formerly  a  governor  of  Senegal,  and  who  had 
been  at  London  ;  Le  yuge  of  the  fame  family, 
who  had  travelled  into  India  and  through  all 
Europe  ;  Dubois^  a  negro,  the  moft  artful  of 
the  fet,    and  who  undertook  nothing  for  the 
company,  but  on  condition  of  having  a  confi- 
derable  (hare  for  himfelf  ;  and  feveral  others, 
who  trafficked  fometimes  on  their  own  bot- 
toms,  and  at  other  times  for  thofe  who  had 
recourfe  to   their  agency.     There  were  alfo 
two  Moors  of  the  family  of  the  Sherifs  who 
followed  trade  ;  but  all,  whether  whites  or 
blacks,    Chriftians    or    Mahometans,   were 
equally  ftrangers  to  probity,  which  indeed  is 
entirely  banifhed   from  that  fpecics  of  com- 
merce.    The  moft  facred   engagements  are 
only  words  of  courfe,  and  who  fliall  trick 
moft,  feems  to  be  the  objeft  of  general  emu- 
lation.    When  a  bargain  is  made,  it  muft  be 
inftantly  fulfilled,  or  otherwife  confidered  as 
null.     Such  were  the  charaders  of  thofe  with 
whom   I   was  on  the  point  of  being  con- 
cerne J. 

Notwithftanding 
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Norwithftanding  the  barrennefs  of  the  fpot, 
Senegal  contains  more  than  fix  thoufand  ne- 
groes,  mcluding  the  captives  of  the  T^apadeSy 
or  negroes   born  of  the  black  inhabitants  of 
the  country.     They  are  never  put  up  to  fale^ 
unlefs  convifted  of  fome  crime.     Their  huts, 
conftruâed    in   the   form  of  bee-hives,  and 
fupported  upon  four  flakes,  furround  the  ha- 
bitations of  the  negro  inhabitants.     The  en- 
tire height  of  thOiC  huts  may  rife  to  about 
twelve  feet,  the  width  in  every  direftion  is 
'Commonly  from  ttw   to  twelve.     The  beds* 
are  compofed  of  hurdles  laid  upon  crofs-bars, 
fupported  by  forked  jftakes  at  the  height  of 
abouf .  a   foot   from    the  ground.     Here  the 
flaves   fleep    promifcuoufly,   men,    women, 
girls,  and  boys.     A  fire  is  made  in  the  middle 
of  the  hut,  which  is  filled  with  fmoke,  fuffi- 
cient  to  ftifle  any  man  but  a  negro. 

The  men  are  tall,  and  the  women  are  ac- 
counted the  handfomeft  negrefles  of  all  Africa. 

1 

The  Senegalians  may  be  coiifidered  as  the 
moft  courageous  people  of  that  part  of  the 
world,  without  even  excepting  the  Moors, 
Their  Courage,  however,  is  more  nearly  al- 
Uedto  temerity,  than  to  bravery.  In  the  courfe 
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of  the  voyage  to  Galam,  they  meet  the  great-» 
çil  dangers  with  gaiety  and  fong  ;  they  dread 
neither  muiket  nor  cannon,  and  are  equally 
fearlefs  of  the  cayman  or  crocodile.  Should 
one  of  their  companions  be  killed,  and  dc- 
vpured  by  thefe  animals  before  their  face, 
they  are  not  deterred  fropi  plunging  into  the 
water,  if  the  working  of  thç  (hip  require  it. 
Thefe  excellent  qualifications  which  diftinguifti 
them,  and  on  which  they  value  themfelves 
fo  much,  do  not,  however,  preferve  them 
from  the  common  contagion  of  the  country, 
which  inclines  them  all  to  rapine.  They  are 
emulous  to  furpafs  ojtie  ar^other  in  all  the  arts 
of  over-reaching  and  fraud.  The  condu£l  of 
the  Europeans,  has,  no  dpubt,  encouraged 
thefe  vices  as  much  as  the  leffons  of  the  ma- 
rabous j  who  inculcate  the  duty  of  plundering 
the  Chriftians  to  the  utmoft  of  their  power. 

The  Yolof  negroes  ef  Senegal  ^re  either 
Chriftians  or  Mahometans,  or  rather  one  and 
the  other,  or  with  more  truth  neither;  re- 
ligion beinç  a  matter  of  indifference  to  them. 
Thofe  on  the  continent  are  of  the  fame  way 
of  thinking,  and  their  religious  practices  are 
kept  up  only  for  the  fake  of  form»     A  bar  of 

iron. 
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iron,  a  few  beads,  will  make  them  change 
their  opinion  at  will.  By  fuch  means  are 
they  adled  upon  ;  a  fufficient  proof  of  their 
want  of  air  religious  principle.  The  mara- 
bous, or  priefts,  and  the  men  of  their  law, 
are  no  better  than  the  reft.  I  have  examined 
the  charafter  of  feveral  of  this  order  of  men, 
and  even  among  the  nation  of  the  Poules, 
who  are  confidered  as  great  fanatics,  I  difco- 
vered  that  they  were  only  publicly  attached 
to  their  opinions.  **  This  white  man,*'  fay 
they,  **  does  fo  ;  h^  is  better  informed  than  I, 
and  why  (hould  not  I  imitate  his  ex!ample.'* 
This  way  of  reafoning  is  common  to  all  that 
tra£t  of  country. 

The  colony  of  Senegal  is  fur  rounded  with 
iflands,  which,  on  account  of  the  proximity 
of  the  fea,  are  all  more  unhealthy  than  that 
on  which  the  town  is  built.  ,They  are  full  of 
ftanding  pools,  that,  when  dried  up  by  the 
fun,  exhale  a  putrid  vapour  that  carries  mor- 
tality with  it,  and  difolates  thefe  iflands.  It  is 
doubtlefs  the  fame  caufe  that  takes  off  fo  many 
of  the  French  at  Senegal,  during  the  danger- 
ous feafon  of  the  year.  This  alfo  may  be  in  part 
oçcafiojiied   by    the   bad  quality  of  the  water, 

N  4  which 
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which  flows  from  the  ponds  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  the  colony,  and  though  incorporated 
with  that  of  the  river,  comes  down  little  agi- 
tated by  the  current,  andiseafilydiftinguifhed 
by  a  vapidnefs  of  tafte.  This  particular  is, 
in  my  opinion,  elTentially  worthy  of  notice, 
and  if  properly  attended  to  by  our  medical 
men,  might  become  the  means  of  preferving 
many  lives. 

Not  one  of  the  French  at  Senegal,  belong- 
ing to  the  feveral  houfes  of  commerce,  being 
inclined  to  make  the  voyage  to  Galam,  (a 
place  of  confiderable  trade)  becaufe  none  of 
them  had  ever  been  in  that  part  of  the  country, 
I  refolved  to  undertake  it  myfelf.  I  faw  how 
jnuch  fupcrior  the  other  houfes  were  in  point 
of  funds  and  refources,  I  fought  therefore  to 
obtain,  fome  how,  an  advantageous  founda- 
tion for  mine.  This  point  could  be  gained 
only  by  scquiring  an  accurate  knowledge 
of  the  country.  I  hoped  by  that  means, 
that  though  unable  to  ftand  -  a  competition 
in  the  colony,  I  ihould  at  leaft  in  the  trade 
pn  the  river,  have  a  decided  advantage  over 
every  other  houfe.  I  determined  then  to 
fet  off  for  Galam.     The  concurring  reports  of 

the 
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the  inhabitants  as  well  as  of  the  Europeans, 
who  had  made  this  voyage,  left  me  no 
room  to  doubt  the  reality  of  the  dangers  to 
which  I  was  going  to  expofc  myfelf  ;  but  I 
was  refolved  to  purfue  fortune,  however 
rough  the  road.  I  had  lived  among  the 
Moors,  and  had  braved  naked  all  the  burning 
influence  of  the  clime  ;  I  had  fupported,  during 
the  period  of  my  flavery,  the  moft  deplorable 
ftate  of  mifery  and  want  ;  I  knew  and  con- 
fided in  theftrengthof  myconftitution  ;  and  I 
let  down  to  the  account  of  exaggeration,  a 
good  deal  of  what  I  was  told  of  the  unwhole- 
some atmofphere  of  that  diftrift  :  the  ne- 
groes, faid  I  to  myfelf,  prepare  with  the 
greateft  joy  for  this  voyage,  why  therefore 
ihould  I  be  difmayed  ? 

The  time  which  we  were  oblisjed  to  wait 
for  the  arrival  of  the  Furet,  we  employed  in 
colleâing  fait  for  ourfclves,  and  for  the  King's 
Ihip  which  was  bound  up  the  river.  This 
traffic  of  fait  is  carried  on  at  the  bar  of  Sene- 
gal, the  articles  of  exchange  are  f words,  gun- 
powder, balls,  flints,  and  glafs  ware.  T)ic 
fait  cod  me  this  year  three  livres  per  cafk, 
and  was   fold  at  Senegal  at  the  rate  of  fiv^ 

livreSj 
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livres,  to  thofe  who  had  not  the  oppoitunity 
oi"  the  will  to  trade  for  themfelves. 

The  26th  of  July,  the  fleet  got  underway, 
and  failed  up  the  river.  It  confifted  of  twenty- 
feven  veffeJs,  freighted  by  the  inhabitants, 
together  with  a  veflel  of  50  tons,  called  the 
Moor^  belonging  to  Paul  Benis  ;  the  great 
bark  of  M.  Vigneux,  fuperintendant  of  the 
houfe  of  Aubry,  of  Nantz,  burthen  180  tons, 
and  a  King's  fliip  called  the  Bienfaifant^  Cap- 
tain Thevenot,  an  inhabitant  of  Senegal,  car- 
rying the  cuftoms,  or  dues  for  the  feveral 
princes  of  the  country. 

The  company,  ever  flow  in  their  opera- 
tions, had  not  yet  any  veflels  ready,  when 
the  Furet  brig  appeared  in  view.  The  fame 
day  that  flie  came  before  the  fort  flîe  enter- 
ed the  river.  We  proceeded  immediately  to 
unload  her.  She  was  then  repaired  and  load- 
ed for  the  flave  trade.  I  embarked  on 
board  the  veflel,  and  failed  from  Fort  Louis, 
Aiiguft  the  16th,  1785,  about  eight  o'clock 
in  the  morning. 

This  fliip  of  70  tons  burthen,  but  light  and 
an  excellent  failor,  had  a  crew  compofed  of  24 
lapfots^  foMT  .gourmets^  a  linguift,  a  carpenter, 

a  mate, 
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a  mate,  fix  pileufes^  aad  a  dozen  of  repajfes. 
By  laptoty  is  underftood  a  negro  failor  ;  the 
gourmets  are  the  officers,  or  rather  fteerfmen^ 
for  the  negroes  acknowledge  but  one  com- 
mander, who  is  their  Captain»  The  linguift 
is  in  fa<St  the  boatfwain,  who  underflânds  and 
cooimands  the  working  of  the  (hip  in  the 
French  language,  The  pileufes  are  women 
who  cook  for  the  crew,  and  wafli  their  linen 
duriqg  the  voyage.  In  fine  thorepaffes  are  negro 
children  who  receive  no  pay,  and  who  fervc 
aboard  ihip  much  in  the  fame  maimer  with 
our  .cabbin-boys  ;  the  children  of  the  negro 
inhabitants  of  Tapade  make  the  fame  voyage 
pii  the  fame  conditions,  by  thefe  means  they 
are  inured  to  fatigue,  and  acquire  a  knowledge 
of  the  navigation  pf  the  river. 

We  had  fcarcely  left  Senegal  when  the 
whole  crew  began  to  pray.  Every  per  (on, 
with  melancholy  vifage  and  tears  in  his  eyes, 
turned  his  looks  to  that  barren  fpot  of  (and 
which  gave  him  birth,  and  where  he  aban«> 
doned  his  wife  and  his  children.  They  bade 
their  relatives  a  woeful  farewell,  as  if  they 
had  loft  all  hope  of  feeing  them  again.  Thefc 
C^d  cereinonies,   9nd  the  lamentations  of  the 

negroes, 
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negroes,  made  me  form  a  difagreeable  idea  of 
the  dangers  of  the  voyage.  But  fcarcely  had 
we  loft  fight  of  the  colony,  when  every  vif- 
age  brightened  up,  and  the  laptots  began  to 
fing. 

The  Count  de  Rcpintigny,  Governor  of  Se- 
negal, had  engaged  me  to  coUeâ:  together  all 
the  ftraggling  veffels,  in  order  to  efcort  them 
to  the  rendezvous  of  the  convoy.  In  the  even- 
ing of  the  fame  day  I  met  with  a  veffel  be- 
longing to  one  Soliman,  who  had  left*  the  co- 
lony three  days  before  me.  He  had  only  three 
laptots  aboard,  and  I  did  not  think  myfelf 
obliged  to  delay  my  voyage,  on  account  of  a 
perfon  fo  imprudent  as  not  to  fupply  himfelf 
with  a  number  of  hands  fufficient  Co  work 
his  Ihip.  My  negroes,  however,  who  knew 
the  orders  which  I  had  received  from  the  go- 
vernor, endeavoured  to  perfuade  me  to  give 
him  fome  affiftance  ;  I  ordered  him  to  return 
to  Senegal,  which  was  only  eight  leagues 
diftant  ;  he  thought  proper  to  comply  with 
my  délire. 

We  handed  our  fails  about  eight  o'clock  in 
the  evening  ;  being  then  at  the  great  Merigots^ 
which  extend  to  Portandic.     The  (hip  was 

afterwards 
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afterwards  baptized  according  to  the  cuftom 
of  the  negroes,  and  all  thofe  who  had  not  be- 
fore pafled  that  place  were  obliged  to  fubmit 
to  the  fame  ceremony.     At  the  fame  time 
they  made  me  fire  a  falute  with  my  fmall  train 
of  artillery,    confifting  of  fix  fwivels,  with 
fix  French  and  fome  Enghfli  wall  pieces.   In 
order   to  perform   çhis  ceremony   with  due 
pomp,  the  liriguift,  accompanied  by  two  gour'- 
mets^   caft  anchor  and   affembled  the  crew. 
He  caufed  all   the   artillery   to  be  charged, 
filled  a  vafe  with  water  from  the  river,  anxL 
threw  it  at  three  feveral  times  upon  different 
parts  of  the  (hip.     At  each  operation,  in  ojder 
to  render  the  ceremony  as  auguft  as  poflible, 
a  falute  was  fired  ;    and  after  the  baptilmal 
rites   were   performed   upon   the  veflel,  the 
fame  linguift  proceeded  to  baptize  thofe  who 
had  not  yet  made  the  voyage  :  thefe  are  com- 
monly the  whites  and  therepaffes.  Hefprink- 
led  water  of  the  river  on  my  chin  and  fore- 
head ;  a  ceremony  which  was  announced  by  a 
geneçal  difcharge  of  the  artillery.    In  fhort,  to 
clofe  this  feftivity    with  becoming  cheer,  I 
gave  the  crew  aprcfent  of  good  liquor.     Our 
floop  joined  us,  and  the  evening  was  fpent  in 
merriment  and  joy. 

We 
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We  fcarccly  got  down  to  the  cabin  in  ordef 
to  take  a  little  reft»  when  the  laptots  of  the 
watch  gave  us  notice,  that  they  heard  a  noilc 
of  oars  on  the  river.     We  inftantly  were  on 
the  look  out,  and  foon  faw  that  it  was  a  canoe 
rowed  by  negroes,  who  ufed  every  efibrt  to 
come  up   with   us.     As  foon  as  they  got  on 
board,  they  informed  us  that  the  boat  la  Ma- 
leime^  belonging  to  Scipio,  the  mafter  of  my 
veflel,  had  run  aground,  and  funk  ten  leagues 
beyond  Podor;   that  Admet  Modar^  King  of 
the   Traffarts,   a  Moorifh  tribe,  claimed  half 
the    goods  faved  from  the  wreck,  giving  no 
better  reafon,  than  that  fuch  was  the  will  of 
God,  fince  he  had  fufFered   the  veflel  to  be 
wrecked   on  the  caft.     I  immediately  wrote 
to  the  Count  de  Repentigny,  Governor  of  Se- 
negal,  requefting  he  would  give  me  his  in- 
ftruâions  how  to  afton  the  occafion.     I  gave 
the   negroes   fomething  to  eat,  and  inftantly 
ordered   them  away  for  the  colony.     I  was 
defirous  to  wait  at  Podor  for  the  Governor's 
anfwer,  before  I  fhould  come  to  any  decifivc 
agreement  with  Admet  Moftan     On  this  ac- 
count I  declined  proceeding,  but  anchored 
oppofite  the  village  of  Reims.     The  marabou, 

or 


COAST  OF  AFRICA.  191 

or  head  of  the  village,  prevailing  on  us  to 
come  afhore.  We  took  the  diverfion  of  the 
chace  ;  we  met  with  excellent  fport,  for  the 
country  was  full  of  game,  and  every  fhot  took 
place.  At  about  five  in  the  morning,  the 
wind  frefliening  confiderably,  the  veflel  drove 
at  her  anchors,  and  ftranded  on  the  Moorifh 
coafl:.  Accidents  like  thefe  daily  happen,  but 
are  not  attended  with  danger.  The  river  is 
full  of  fand  banks,  and  it  is  only  off  DoumonSj 
that  there  is  caufe  for  real  apprehenfions. 
Thefe  fmall  trading  veflels  are  hauled  afhore 
every  night  ;  and  when  it  is  neceffary  to  pro- 
ceed, the  negroes  foon  fet  them  afloat  by 
plungi'ng  into  the  water  and  pufhing  them  off. 
It  often  happens,  that  in  this  operation  fomc 
are  drowned,  but  this  is  the  only  method  they 
know,  and  they  confider  it  as  the  readieft 
and  leaft  laborious.  On  that  day  we  loft  an 
anchor,  and  notwithftanding  all  the  pains  we 
took  we  could  never  lay  hold  of  it  with  the 
drag. 

We  proceeded  on  our  way,  and  faw  on  an 
extenfive  plain  a  Moorifli  camp,  confifting  of 
eighty  or  an  hundred  tents  ;  they  were  dcfir- 
ous   to  difpofe   of  fomie  cattle  and  captives, 

but 
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but  we  had  no  time  to  treat  with  them.  The 
19th  we  faw  the  village  of  Berne,  fituated  on 
the  Moorifh  coaft,  near  the  defart  of  Zaara^ 
which  extends  to  this  part  of  the  river.  Thus, 
after  having  formerly  travelled  durmg  my 
flavcry^ through  the  interior  of  that  vaft  d«- 
fart^  I  had  an  opportunity  of  feeing  its  ex- 
treme bounds.  Two  ftately  palm  trees 
mark  its  limits  on  this  fide  ;  as  on  the  other 
bordering  on  Bilidulgerid,  the  boundaries  are 
afcertained  by  two  high  pillars,  which  I  ob- 
ferved  in  the  plain  before  I  entered  the  terri- 
tories of  the  Monfelemilies. 

On  leaving  the  defart,  on  the  oppofite  Ihore 
we  faw  the  village  of  Brae,  belonging  to  the 
King  of  the  Walon  negroes.  The  prefent 
Prince  had  been  minifter  to  the  former  King, 
whom  he  caufed  to  be  affaflinated  by  the 
Moors  of  Halicory,  King  of  the  Bracnars.  It 
was  under  the  fpecious  pretence  of  public 
good  that  he  feized  upon  the  throne.  But 
his  treachery  coft  him  his  life  ;  for  having 
fome  difputes  with  Halicory,  the  latter  caufed 
him  to  be  ftrangled  a  few  months  after  my 
^departure.  This  prince  was  not  at  his  vil- 
lage when  we  paffed  by  it  ;  but  his  favourites 

and 
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and  women  came  down  to  the  (hip  ;  t  pre- 
fented  them  with  a  few  bottles  of  brandy, 
and  by  that  means  got  rid  of  them* 

We  arrived  at  Podor  on  the  night  of  the 
2oth,  and  found  the  Sheriffs  boat  there,  which 
put  off  the  moment  we  were  perceived.  At 
eight  o'clock  I  went  on  fhote  to  the  fort^ 
where  Admet  Moftar,  King  of  thé  Traflàrts, 
was  already  waiting  for  me.  This  prince^ 
contrary  to  all  law,  departing  from  his  ori- 
ginal demand,  inlifted  on  getting  pofleffion 
of  all  the  merchandise  which  Scipio*s  laptots 
had  faved  from  the  wreck;  he  no  longer' 
talked  of  participation,  but  aflertcd  that  thcf 
whole  belonged  to  him,  and  that  in  confe- 
quence  of  this  fhipwreck  the  very  laptcts 
became  his  captives  ;  he  wanted  even  to  com- 
pel me  to  pay  their  ranfom  :  in  vain  did  wd 
tell  him  that  if  the  King  of  France  paid  him 
ah  annual  cuftom,  it  was  with  the  fole  vievv 
to  promote  the  liberty  of  commerce  along 
the  river  ;  he  would  liften  to  nothing  ;  but, 
inflexible  in  his  refolution,  threatened  to 
attack  me,  whether  I  returned  down  the' 
river  to  Senegal,  or  continued  my  voyage  to 
Galam.     He  knew. I  had  but  lately  arrived  zt 

Q  'thô 
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the  colony,   and  was  far  from  thinking  that 
his  fpeech  and  menaces  made  no  impreffion 
on  me.     He  wifhed  to  intimidate  me  ;  and 
hoped  by  thefe  means   to  become  mafter  of 
the  merchandize  which  the  commandant  at 
Podor  had  been  weak  çnough  to  deliver   to 
him*;   but  having  been  a  ilave  among  the 
Moors,  I  had  learnt  by  my  misfortunes  to 
know  them   perfedly.      Before  I  left  the 
veflel  in  order  to  go  to  the  fort,  I  had  put 
her  in  a  ftate  of  defence.     The  fwivels,  wall 
pieces,  and  fmall  arms,   were  ail  ready  for 
an  engagement.     I  had  ordered  my  mate  to 
allure  as  many  Moors  on  board  as  he  could, 
to  difarm  them,   and  to  put  them  down  into 
the  hold.     My  precautions  were  not  ufelefs, 
for  perceiving  that  1  would  not  yield,  Admet 
Modar  directed  one  of  his  officers  to  ofder 
his  brother  to  make  feizure  of  my  veflel. 
His  orders  did  not  efcape  my  knowledge, 
though  he  imagined  I  was  totally  ignorant  of 
his  language.     I  inftantly  withdrew  from  the 
aiîèmbly,  on  pretext  of  an  occafion  to  retire  ; 
and  having  fent  for  a  faithful  negro,  I  dif- 
patched  him  on  board  with  orders  to  the 
mate,  to  put  all  the  Moors,  that  were^'already 

in 
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in  his  power,  in  irons,  to  inveigle  as  many 
more    as    poffible,   particularly    the  king'a 
brother,   and  to  fetter  and  put  him  with  the 
reft  in  the  hold.     Scipio,  inured  to  warlike 
exploits,  perfedly  underftanding  and  fpeak- 
ing  Arabic,   had  comprehended  the  orders  of 
Admet  Moâar.     He  reproached  him  on  the 
occaiion,   had  even  recourfe  to  menaces,  and 
left  the  affembly  in  a  precipitate  manner  to 
go  on  board  the  vefTel.     On  his  arrival  hé 
was  àftonifhed  to  find  the  brother  of  that 
prince  difarmed,  and  in  irons.   Obfei^ving  that 
the  crew  were  out  of  all  danger  of  being  fur-^ 
prifed,   he  returned  to  the  fort*      During 
this  interval,   as  I  was  at  breakfaft  with  Mé 
Duchozel,   commandant  of  Podor,   I  com- 
municated to  him  the  intentions  of  Admet 
MoAar^  and  the  orders  I  had  given  to  coun- 
teraâ  them«     Scarcely  had  he  heard  to  what 
excefs  this  favage  had  carried  his  audacity, 
than  he  put  his  detachment  under  arms^  re- 
paired to  the  prince^  and  informed  him,  that 
afiairs  of  commerce  not.  coming  within  his 
cognisance^  he  recommended  him  to  make 
up   matters   with   me,  but  that  he  fhould 
never  fuâèr  a  vefTel  of  his  nation  to  be  attacked 

O  2  under 
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under  the  cannon  of  the  fort  he  commatided* 
This  entirely  difconcerted  Admet  Moftar* 
Having  fpoken  in  Arabic,  he  did  not  imagine 
ht  had  been  underftood,  for  he  knew  not 
that  Scipio  fpoke  that  language  as  well  as 
himfelf.  He  was  likewife  unacquainted  with 
the  precautions  I  had  taken,  and  was  alarmed 
to  find  himfelf  in  the  power  of  a  French 
detachment  under  arms.  He  was  ftill  more 
intimidated,  when  one  of  his  attendants  came 
and  told  him  that  all  the  negroes  of  the  vil* 
lage  of  Podor,  on  the  information  of  thd 
crew,  had  ran  to  arms  ;  that  they  had  feized 
thofe  of  his  foldiers  ;  and  that  unable  either 
to  aft  on  the  ofFenfive  or  defenfive,  the  latter 
were  open  to  the  fire  of  the  fort,  the  village, 
and  my  veffel  ;  that  all  the  negroes  had  fet 
up  the  Ihout  of  war,  and  only  waited  my 
orders  to  put  all  his  fubjeéts  to  death.  Thus 
circumftanced,  and  (landing  at  a  few  paces 
from  him,  and  having  my  piftols  charged  and 
cocked,  I  had  nothing  to  apprehend  but  the 
ftroke  of  a  dagger;  but  1  had  determined 
that  the  firft  ftep  he  might  make  towards  me 
fhould  be  his  laft.  As  I  was  furrounded  by 
the  braveft  of  my  men,   I  upbraided  him  in 

the 
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the  Arabic  language  with  his  perfidious  de- 
(igns.  He  was  confounded  on  hearing  me 
fpeak  his  own  tongue;  and  yielding  to  necef- 
iity,  he  told  me  that  having  always  been  the 
friend  to  the  French,  he  had  no  intention 
whatever  to  Icize  upon  my  veflfel,  but  only 
to  claim  that  to  which  he  had  a  right  by  the 
laws  of  his  country  ;  that  rather  than  come 
to  hoftilities  with  a  nation  that  he  loved,  and 
to  which  he  owed  his  elevation  and  autho-* 
rity,  he  was  going  to  retire  up  the  country. 
He  hoped  by  this  fubterfuge  to  have  procraf- 
tinated  the  matter  ;  but  upon  the  requifitioa 
I  made,  that  in  proof  of  his  fiucerity,  he 
ihould  make  reftitution  of  the  effeâs  he  had 
ieized,  he  plainly  perceived  that  he  could 
(huffle  with  me  no  longer,  and  told  me,  that 
having  cut  and  diilributed  the  merchandize 
among  his  attendants,  it  was  no  longer  poffi- 
ble  to  rcftore  it,  but  that  he  willingly  under- 
took to  return  Scipio  the  value  of  whatever 
he  had  feized,  out  of  the  account  of  the 
cuflonàs  to  which  he  was  entitled. 

The  mere  promife  of  fuch  a  man  did  net 
iatisfy  me.  I  required  an  engagement  ligned 
by  himfelf  and  his  minifters.     He  would  not 

O  3  confent 
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confent  to  this  ;  his  word,  he  faid,  ought  to 
be  fullicient*  Four  hours .  had  been  wafted 
io  this  difpute,  when  it  was  reported  to  hiin 
that  his  brother,  who  had  gone  on  board  my 
yefTel,  was  no  longer  to  be  feen  upon  deck. 
This  intelligence  niade  him  uneafy  ;  and  foon 
difcovering  that  the  prince  was  detained,  he 
^o  longer  made  any   objeâioas;    but   fub«- 

• 

fcribed[  to  my  conditions,  liberated  Scipio*s 
laptots,  and  confented  to  re-imburfe-  me  ia 
every  expence.  This  engagement  was  iigne4 
by  himfelf,  his  two  principal  minifters,  and 
his  brother,  who  in  confequençe  pf  this  writ- 
ing was  liberated,  and  conducted  by  my 
negroes  to  the  fort,  as  foon  as  they  had  re- 
ilored  to  me  the  two  Senegalians,  who  had 
been  feized  by  order  of  Admet  Moâar,  oi^ 
his  arrival  at  PodoV. 

I  then  invited  the  prince  on  board,  but  ap- 
prehending, that  I  ihould  treat  him  as  1  had 
already  done  his  brother,  he  would  never 
truft  himfelf  in  my  power.  He  queftioned 
the  laptots,  and  learnt  from  them,  that  I  had 

been  a  flave  in  the  Defart  and  at  Morocco, 

« 

the  preceeding  year.  The  following  day  we 
met  in  a  friendly  manner  ;  he  alked  me  many 

queftions 
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queftions  concçrnîng  the  force  of  the  Mon- 
gearts,  aiid  Monfelemines  ;  and  particularly 
the  chara£ter  and  the  forces  of  Mouley  Ab- 
dramene,  the  fon  of  the  Emperor  of  Mo- 
rocco, who  was  was,  he  knew,  at  the  head 
of  a  ftrong  party  in  the  Defart.  He  was 
ienfible,  if  this  prince  made  his  appearance 
upon  his  domains,  that  all  the  Moors  would 
inftantly  recognize  him  as  their  fovereign  ; 
and  was  defirous  of  getting  information  re- 
fpeéting  his  intentions.  His  brother  Sydy 
Hali  made  me  a  vifit,  I  had  him  difarmed 
immediately,  according  to  the  cuftom  of  the 
Moors  ;  and  making  him  obferve  the  force  of 
my  Iwivels  and  wall-pieces,  I  aiked  him  if  a 
French  man,  whofe  veflel  was  thus  armed, 
with  Scipio  for  a  captain,  had  any  reafon  to 
fear  the  menaces  of  his  brother.  I  then  re- 
galed him  with  large  quantities  of  fugar  and 
water,  and  fent  him  away  on  the  approach 
of  the  evening. 

The  next  day,  when  we  were  on  the  point 
of  getting  under  way,  we  faw  Scipio's  boat, 
that  was  juft  returned  with  the  governor's 
orders  from  Senegal.  I  again  landed,  and 
went  to  Admet  Moftar,  who  figned  a  fécond 

O  4  engagement 
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(engagement  conformable  to  the  firft^  whîci) 
was  to  deduâ  out  of  his  cufloms  the  value 
of  the  merchandize  he  had  taken*  He  made 
me  a  prefent  of  two  oxen,  tenfheep,  and  fomè 
oftrich's  feathers,  and  prefled  me  very  much 
to  vifit  him  on  triy  return  from  G&lam.  J 
promifed  to  fee  him  again  ;  and  we  parted 
highly  fatisfied  with  çach  other. 

On  the  24th,  at  about  ten  leagues  froin 
Podor,  WÇ  perceived  the  maft  of  the  Maleime, 
that  was  \oA  on  the  izth,  by  running  againft 
the  trunk  of  a  tree.  Scipio  requefted  my 
leave  to  endçavour  to  fave  fomethipg  from 
the  wreck  of  his  veffel  ;  and  having  obtained 
it,  he  direijed  his  courfe  that  way  ;  the  crcvf 
were  employed  the  whole  '  day  in  weighing 
her.  They  hauled  her  nearer  ûiore,  but 
on  the  cpming  on  of  the  evening,  perceiving 
the  inapoflibility  of  getting  her  afloat,  they 
were  fatisfied  with  taking  out  the  mainmaft, 
the  bow  fprit,  the  rudder,  and  the  anchor. 

The  ne^ft  day  we  loft  a  captot  of  the  name 
of  Bacary,  belonging  to  IfabelU  Nagot,  with 
whom  I  had  lodged.  This  man,  who  was 
an  excellent  diver,  having  W  fome  occafion 
plunged  into  the  water,    aifappeared,   and 

never 
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never  more  was  feen.  He  was  doubtlefs  car* 
ried  off  by  one  of  the  alligators  or  crocodiles, 
of  which  the  river  is  full.  As  we  were  unde^ 
the  neceffity  of  towing  the  veffel,  an  opera- 
tion very  fatiguing  to  the  crew,  I  was  defir* 
ous  of  amufing  my  people,  and  of  diverting 
tfaeir  attention  from  the  misfortune  that  had 
happened  to  their  companion  ;  for  this  pur- 
pofe  I  regaled  my  captots  with  copious 
draughts  of  liquor.  We  anchored  in  the 
evening  off  the  village  of  Donguelle,  where 
I  purchaied  three  elephant^s  teeth  for  a  fmall 
quantity  of  gun-powder.  At  a  league  higher 
up,  we  cleared  the  rock  of  Gdioul-de^, 
Diabbé^  or  the  Devil's  Mouth,  the  moft 
^ngerous  pafs  in  the  whole  courfe  of  the 
river.  On  the  way  back  from  Galam  this 
place  may  well  be  called  the  Devil's  Mouth, 
for  the  inhabitants  fire  in  front,  and  on  both 
fides  upon  the  veffels,  in  the  very  moment 
when  the  crews  are  employed  in  furmount- 
ing  the  almofl  invincible  difficulties  of  the 
pafTage. 

Engaged  intirely  in  commercial  concerns, 
on  wl^ich  my  all  depended,  and  not  being 
\a  circujnilances  that  allowed  me  to  dedicate 

any 
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any  of  my  time  to  the  purpofe  of  making  ob- 
iervationSy  I  paid  but  little  attention  to  the  na- 
tural hiftory,  the  fîtes,  and  the  productions  of 
thefe  countries.  In  the  whole  extent  of  coun- 
try which  belongs  to  the  Poules,  and' which 
begins  two  leagues  below  Podor,  nothing  is 
fecn  but  thick  forefts  that  cover/the  banks  of 
the  river,  and  render  the  fituation  extremely 
unwholefome.  Never  is  the  air  refreflied  by 
a  cooling  breeze.  The  infufftrable  heat  of 
the  climate  is  rendered  ftill  more  fuffixratinsr 
by  the  peftiferous  fmell  that  exhales  from  trees 
in  blofïbm  ;  an  exhalation  that  moft  fenfibly 
afFefts  the  noftrils,  and  iç  often  attended  with 
death.  This  country  abounds  with  wild 
beafts  of  every  kind;  it  may,  indeed,  be 
called  the  immenfe  monfter  magazine  of  Af- 
rica. The  ferpents  are  of  a  prodigious  fize, 
but  they  do  not  meafure  from  forty-five  to 
fifty  feet,  as  fome  authors  have  reported.  I 
offered  the  value  of  a  flave  for  the  fkin  of  one 
of  thefe  creatures,  which  was  about  twenty- 
eight  feet  long,  and  my  offer  was  rejeârcd. 
If  they  were  commonly  fifty  feet  in  length, 
according  to  M.  Adanfon's  account,  it  is  cer- 
tain my  negroes  would  have  prevented  me 

from 
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from  bidding  fuch  a  price  for  a  ikin  of  fo 
inferior  a  fizc.  But  when  a  traveller  has 
once  paffed  the  tropic  he  thinks  himfelf  en- 
titled to  exaggerate,  and  confiders  himfelf 
within  the  limits  of  veracity  when  he  mag- 
nifies only  one  half 

Crocodiles  are  more  frequent  here  than  in 
any  other  part  of  the  river  ;  po  doubt  on  ac- 
connt  of  the  neigbouring  forefts  which  afford 
them  a  retreat  from  the  hunter.  They  arc 
rarely  feen  at  Senegal,  and  only  when  the 
river  is  not  impregnated  with  fait  water. 
Hence  it  is,  that  during  almoft  the  whole  ' 
year  they  are  not  found  lower  than  forty  leagues 
from  the  mouth  of  the  riven  The  river  is  al- 
ways dangefous,  for  the  (harks,  which  never  go 
into  frefli  water,  ending  where  the  crocodiles 
begin,  any  one  who  ventures  to  bathe,  ex- 
pofes  himfelf  to  imminent  danger  at  all 
times,  and  in  every  part  of  the  flream. 

The  hippopotamus,  or  fea-horfe,  is  likewife 
very  common  iq  the  kingdom  of  the  Poules. 
This  animal  is  amphibious  like  the  crocodile, 
living  indifferently  on  land  or  in  water  ;  he 
is  generally  half  as  large  again  as  our  full- 
grown  ox;  yet  fometimes  very  fmall  ones 

are 
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are  found  among  them.  But  when  the  ani« 
mal  has  attained  to  his  full  growth  he  is  of 
enormous  fize.  From  his  head,  which,  how- 
ever, is  not  proportioned  to  his  body,  an  idea 
may  be  formed  of  his  whole  bulk.  There  are 
feveral  Ikeletons  of  the  head  of  the  hippopo- 
tamus preferved  at  Senegal,  which,  without 
the  teeth,  weigh  from  one  hundred  and  fifty 
to  two  hundred  pounds  :  teeth  of  this  animal 
I  have  feen  weigh  fcven  pounds.  The  hip- 
popotamus in  this  climate  is  an  inoffenfive 
creature,  and  is  eafily  taken  and  deftroyed. 
He  never  makes  any  attack,  nor  does  he 
even  fland  upon  his  defence  but  when  he 
feels  himfelf  wounded.  As. he  is  very  heavy 
it  is  eafy  for  the  hunter  to  efcape  from  his 
fury,  when  he  fees  him  coming.*  His  flefli 
is  good,  and  when  cut  up  in  dices  and  dried 
in  the  fun,  will  keep  a  long  time.  The  fat 
when  melted  becomes  an  oil^  of  which  excel- 
lent foap  is  made  ;  the  negroes  employ  it  for 
this  purpofe  ;  and  this  foap,   except  that  its 

*  The  hippopotamus  of  the  fouth  of  Africa  is  appa- 
rently not  of  the  fame  fpecies  ;  for  Meffrs.  Vaillant,  Spear- 
man, and  Patter foR 9  mention  him,  as  a  dsuigcrous  animal^ 
and  difficult  to  be  defiroyed. 

fmell 
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fmell  is  not  agreeable,  is  better  than  the  beft 
manufaâiured  at  Marfeilles.  There  are  alfb 
in  this  diftriâ;  a  great'  number  of  elephants  ; 
I  have  never,-  however,  feen  any  of  them, 
although  I  frequently  went  afhore  to  kill 
game,  and  could  obferve  tljeir  traces  on  every 
fide. 

The  aigrettes  are  found  in  great  numbers  all 
along  the  banks  of  the  river  Niger;  but 
thofe  which  have  the  beft  plumes  are  peculiar 
to  a  fmall  ifland,  about  feven  leagues  from 
Podor,  which  in  the  months  of  Auguft  and 
September  is  covered  with  them*  I  have 
killed  many  of  them  in  this  place,  and  their 
plumes  were  twenty-two  inches  in  length, 
while  thofe  which  I  could  procure  in  the 
river,  were  only  fifteen  or  fixteen. 

On  the  28th,  the  wind  not  permitting  us 
to  fet  fail,  I  fet  outfbr  the  chace.  I  found 
in  the  woods  a  tree  which  bears  a  fruit  re- 
fembling  our  peach.  I  was  going  to  tafte  it, 
but  the  negroes  having  affured  me  that  it 
contained  a  deadly  poifon,  my  curiofity  was 
fatisfied.  The  ftone  of  this  fruit  is  very  like 
that  of  an  apricot,  but  much  larger. 

On  the  next  day,  thé  29th,  about  eleven 

o*clock 
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o^Ëlock  in  the  morning,  we  heard  fevend  Can^ 
not  (hot.  The  laptots  thought  that  it  was 
the  Almamy  df  the  Poules  who  had  arrived 
at  Saldee  to  receive  his  dues.  On  the  30th 
we  faw  M.  Pontret's  veflel  coming  down  the 
river  ;  we  hailed  him, .  and  he  told  us  that 
he  would  much  rather  lofe  his  voyage  to  Ga- 
bm,  (and  he  was  certainly  m  the  right)  than 
lubmit  to  the  enormous  duties  which  the 
Pouies  had  eflabliflied  in  1785.  He  was  a 
Frenchihan^  and  on  that  account  his  veflel^ 
.  tfiough  very  fmall,  Would  have  been  forced  to 
pay  the  fame  duties  that  are  exàâed  from  the 
largeft.  (hips.  Thofe  duties  would  have  con- 
iumed  one  half  of  his  cargo  ;  he  would  have 
loft  his  time,  and  been  obliged  to  undergo  the 
fatigues  of  the  voyage  and  of  the  flave  trade 
at  ^amboucanee  ;  inftead  of  which,  by  taking  in 
a  cargo  of  millet  at  Saldos,  he  could  no  doubc 
indemnify  himfclf  at  the  colony  for  lofing 
the  profits  he  would  have  made  by  a  Voyage 
to  Galam. 

At  noon,  on  the  3^1  ft,  we  arrived  at  Saldee  ; 
this  village  is  fituated  a  league  up  the  country^ 
but  being  the  place  where  the  Poules  receive 
their  cuftoms,  ihips  are  obliged  to  anchor  op-» 

pofite^ 
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pofite.  Although  thefe  duties  are  regulated 
by  the  Governor  of  Senegal  and  the  envoys 
of  the  Almamy,  before  the  departure  of  the 
convoy  for  Galam,  difficulties,  however;  fre- 
quently arile  at  the  time  of  payment  ;  the 
T^am^r  chofen  for  this  purpofe,  and  the  mi- 
niiler  of  the  Almamy,  are  always  flarting'the 
mofl  frivolous  objedions.  They  infift  on  re- 
ceiving all  the  duties  on  the  fame  day  ;  and  da 
not  allow  any  veiTel  to  continue  the  voyage 
to  Galam,  until  the  whole  convoy  from  Se* 
negal  be  arrived*  .  As  the  air  of  this  fpot  is 
very  unwhdefome,  it  is  here  that  the  greater 
part  of  the  French  traders,  who  imprudently 
undertake  the  voyage,  fall  fick  ;  and  very  few 
of  them  recover. 

Immediately  on  our  arrival,  St.  Jean,  Maf- 
ter  of  the  Maure,  a  fmall  veiièl  belonging  to 
Paul  Benis,  came  on  board,  and  acquainted 
me  with  the  death  of  M.  Bertrand,  an  officer 
of  the  African  battalion,  who  commanded  the 
convoy*  The  cannon  we  had  heard  was  fired 
at  his  interment,  and  not  on  account  of  the 
Almamy^  who  did  not  come  this  year  to  re- 
ceive his  cuftoms.  This  maïler  gave  nie  a 
tarif  of  the  ufual  dues.     Never  having  mad'e 

th« 
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the  voyage  before,  I  did  not  find  the  demands 
too  high,  although  they  were  double  what  had 
been  paid  the  preceding  years.  The  cap» 
tains  of  the  convoy  aflembled  on  board  my 
veflel,  with  the  agents  of  the  Almamy  ;  and, 
after  mutual  conceffions,  the  cuftoms  we  fet- 
tled and  paid  in  a  few  days  after,  the  greater 
part  being  dcpofited  on  board  my  veflel. 

The  traders  fubmit  to  pay  the  cuftoms,  in 
order  to  have  the  fieedom  of  trafficking  during 
the  voyage,  of  going  on  fliore  at  pleafure,  and 
of  enjoying  the  fame  privileges  as  the  natives. 
Thefe  cuftoms  are  become  very  confiderable, 
through  the  culpable  conduft  of  the  fucceffivc 
governors  of  Senegal  ;  who,  more  attached  to 
their  private  interefts,  than  to  that  of  the 
French  nation,  have  every  year,  in  the  King's 
liame,  made  additional  prefents  to  thé  favages. 
They  receive  negroes  in  return,  who  are  con- 
fidered  as  part  of  the  royal  property  ;  but  if 
the  general  opinion  may  be  credited,  the 
whole  finds  its  way  into  the  governor's 
pocket.  The  negroes  of  the  inland  *  parts, 
who  are  extremely  avaricious,  and  who  know 
not  how  to  eftimate  things  at  their  true  value, 
infift  on  receiving  from  European  bottoms, 

cuftoms 


CQASt  OF  AFRICA.  àoç 

« 

(îuftoms  proportioned  to  thdfe  whicti  havô» 
been  introduced  by  the  avarice  of  the  gover- 
nors. In  the  year  1785,  the  cuftoms  paid  at 
Saldee  amounted  to  five  livres  in  fpecie  a  bar^ 
which  niakes  3125  livres  for  each  veflel  car-* 
rying  625  bars. 

Thefe  cuftoms  iftcfeâfe  in  proportion  as 
the  merchandifé  in  the  river  is  enhanced  in 
value.  A  barrel  of  gun-powder,  for  mftance, 
of  two  pounds  weight,  is  confidered  an  equi- 
valent (ot  four  bars,  an  hundred  flints  for  two 
bars,  &c.  The  general  amount  of  the  cuf- 
toms on  bars  got  up  to  839  inftead  of  625. 
The  value  of  each  negfo  being  eftimated,  ac- 
cording to  the  convention  of  Galam,  for  this 
year  at  70  bars,  the  amount  of  twelve  cap- 
tives was  given  for  the  payment  of  the  cuf- 
toms. It  even  amounted  to  more,  for  thé 
greater  number  of  bars  paid  at  Saldee  confifted 
of  full  bars,  whereas  in  the  payment  of  the 
captives,  forty  full  bars  only  are  given  for 
each  negro,  as  will  be  more  fully  explained, 
when  I  cQme  to  fpeak  on  the  fubjeft  of  com- 
merce. The  large  veflels  belonging  to  the 
negro  inhabitants  pay  only  one  half  of  thefe 
cuftoms,  and  the  fmail  ones  a  quarter*     The 

P  Sheriffs  ' 
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Sheriffs  veffel  alone  was  exempted  from  the 
tax.  As  thefe  people  retain  fome  traces  of 
the  Mahometan  religion  in  their  own,  it  is 
coniidered  as  a  piece  of  injuflice  to  require 
payment  from  a  man  who  is  allowed  to  be  of 
Jthe  family  of  the  great  Prophet,  they  were 
therefore  fatlsfied  with  his  benediâion.  I 
wanted  to  try  if  thfy  would  be  fatisfied  with 
mine,  but  they  gave  the  preference  to  my 
guinea-blues  and  muikets  ;  which  made  us 
laugh,  efpecially  the  Sherif,  for  all  the  profit 
was  on  his  iide. 

The  Poules,  or  Foulques,  are  one  of  the 
principal  nations  that  inhabit  the  banks  of  the 
Niger*  They  poffefs  an  extent  of  more  than 
fixty  leagues  along  that  river.  Their  terri- 
tory begins  below  Podor,  at  a  place  called  Jjt 
Coq  J  iituated  two  leagues  from  the  fort,  and 
terminates  at  Matame,  a  village  of  great 
ftrength,  inhabited  partly  by  the  Poules,  and 
partly  by  the  Saltiguets.  A  people  few  in 
number,  and  generally  confounded  with  the 
Poules,  The  latter  nation  are  not  fo  black 
as  the  other  negroes,  butxrf  a  copper  colour, 
much  inclining  to  vtâ^.  It  is  remarkable, 
however,  that  their  cnildren  who  are  fent  to 

Senegal 


COAST  OF  AFRICA.  211 

Senegal,  and  refide  there  for  fomc  years,  be- 
come much  blacker.  The  females  are  very 
handfome,  and  the  whites  of  Senegal  gene- 
rally take  care  to  procure  fome  of  them.  But 
they  are  of  abaddifpofition,  and  utterly  incar- 
pable  of  attachment.  When  a  man  has  a 
miftrefs  of  this  nation,  he  mufl  watch  her 
condudt  very  narrowly,  and  evenchaftife  her, 
that  (he  may  not  be  guilty  of  infidelity  to  him 
whom  fhc  honours  with  her  favours.  The 
dread  of  the  baftinado  will,  in  fuch  cafe,  ciFedl 
what  attention  and  complaifance  can  never 
bring  about. 

Although  the  Poules  inhabit  one  of  the 
fineft  fpots  in  Africa,  they  are  neverthelefs  a 
wretched  people  ;  they  .are  bafe,  cruel,  thiev- 
i(h,  and  fanatic  in  the  extreme.  They  are 
commanded  by  a  chief  of  their  religion,  which 
is  a  contemptible  mixture  of  Mahometanifm 
and  idolatry.  This  chief  is  called  the  Alma- 
my  ;  he  is  always  chofen  from  among  the 
Tampfirs,  who  are  twelve  in  number.  The 
Tampfirs  are  the  interpreters  of  the  law,  and 
are  the  moft  learned,  or  rather  the  moft  £3ina- 
tical  among  them.  The  Almamy  has  the 
power  of  life  and  death  over  his  fubjefts  ; 
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yet  he  may  be  dcpofed  by  an  aflembly  of 
Tampfirs  ;  it  is  therefore  his  intereft  to  keep 
on  good  terms  with  them.  The  payment  of 
cuftoms  is  made  tp  the  Almamy,  and  is  after- 
wards diftributed  among  the  Tampfirs  ;  and 
although  a  part  belongs  to  the  former,  he 
neverthelefs  requires  a  feparate  prefent  for 
himfelf. 

On  the  I  ft  of  September,  I  dined  on  board 
the  Maure,  commanded  by  Captain  St.  Jean. 
I  faw  no  whites  on  board,  all  thofe  of  the 
convoy  being  fick.  The  next  day  in  the 
evening,  a  violent  Iquall  driving  me  for  fhel«- 
ter  to  the  ward-room,  I  ftumbled  over  the 
chefts,  and  my  head  ftriking.  againft  a  table, 
I  was.feized  the  following  day  with  a  fever. 
The  inflammation  increafing,  I  was  let  blood, 
and  foon  became  delirious  ;  nor  did  I  recover 
my  reafon  till  my  arrival  at  Galam  on  the 
4th  of  Oâober.  I  found,  from  the  Journal  of 
the  voyage,  that  the  cuftoms  paid  to  the  other 
princes  on  the  river  were  very  inconfiderable. 
They  amounted  to  no  more  than  1 20  bars 
Senegal  currency,  including  two  pieces  .of 
guinea-blues  and  a  double  barrelled  gun  that 
had  been  given  to  Sirman,  King  of  Galam, 
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I  went  on  (hore  to  his  houfc.  It  is  built 
of  clay,  thatched  with  reeds  in  fome  parts, 
terraced  in  others,  and  upon  the  whole  com- 
modioufly  conftrufted.  Here  I  was  treated 
with  fuch  attention,  that  I  quickly  began  to 
recover  my  health.  I  took  an  airing  every 
day  on  the  banks  of  the  river  :  two  negroes 
carried  me  ;  and  when  the  heat  became  too 
troublefome,  I  returned  to  my  abode,  and  was 
put  under  a  kind  of  flied,  which  iheltcred  me 
from  the  rays  of  the  fun. 

The  Captains  of  the  convoy  and  the  Mara- 
bous of  the  country  repaired  to  Sirman,  King 
of  Galam,  in  order  to  fettle  the  price  offlaves. 
It  was  fixed  at  70  bars,  part  of  which  confided 
of  4  pieces  ofguinea^-blues.  The  price  bein^ 
agreed  upon,  we  failed  immediately  to  Tarn- 
boucanée,  a  principal  mart  for  the  traffic  of  ne- 
groes and  ivory.  This  villa gei^fiçuated  fif* 
teen  leagues  from  Galam.  The  lords  of  the 
neighbouring  villages,  exafperated  againft  the 
Senegalians,  for  making  Galam  the  place  of 
their  general  rendezvous,  united  their  forces 
to  make  an  attack  upon  the  convoy,  which 
was  detained  at  Saldee  on  account  of  the 
(hallownefs  of  the  river.     The  King*s  fhip, 
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and  that  belonging  to  M.  Vigncux  had  not 
yet  reached  Galam.  The  one  had  flopped  at 
Baquelle,  and  the  other  at  Cotterat.  The 
Furet  alone,  which  drew  but  fix  feet  water, 
was  fufficiently  well  artned  to  command  re- 
fpc€t.  She  immediately  hoifted  fail  and 
advanced  to  the  affiflance  of  the  convoy.  The 
courageof  Scipio,  my  Captain,  was  well  known 
among  the  negro  Princes^  they  were  afraid 
of  contending  with  him,  his  prefence  put  an 
end  to  the  faction,  and  impofed  peace  upon 
the  negroes. 

Having  fallen  ill  at  Saldee,  the  firft  place 
we  touched  at  fince  our  departure  from  fort 
St.  Louis  at  Senegal,  I  could  not  examine  the 
VifFerent  merchandize,  which,  on  account  of 
the  advanced  ftate  of  the  feafon,  had  been 
haftily  put  on  board  at  the  colony.  I  now 
examined  it  in  order  to  difpofc  of  that  of  infe- 
rior quality  in  the  firft  place  ;  and  I  found  to 
my  great  furprife  that  all  the  guinea-blues 
were  of  a  bad  quality  and  damaged.  They 
had  certainly  been  dyed  over  again  in  France. 
The  owners,  for  the  fake  of  a  greater  profit, 
had  purchafed  them  at  a  very  low  price.  Ill 
acquainted  with   their  bufinefs,  and  blinded 
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with  avarice,  they  were  the  occafion  of  my 
lofing  my  market,  as  none  of  the  guinea- 
blues  would  pafs  in  payment  for  flaves.  This 
disappointment  obliged  me  to  change  my 
plan  ;  I  ordered  my  Captain  to  trade  for  what- 
ever fell  in  his  way  with  the  other  articles  of 
the  cargo,  and  I  put  by  the  guinea-blues  that 
were  the  leaft  damaged,  in  order  to  make  a 
purchafe  of  fome  negroes.  My  plan  was 
to  gain  by  gold  and  ivory  fufficiently  to 
make  up  for  the  lofs  occafioned  by  the  bad  * 
quality  of  the  guinea-blues.  I  had  at  moft, 
J  20  pieces  that  could  be  confiderëd  as  fale- 
able.  Scipio  took  them,  and  fet  fail  in  a  boat 
with  a  proper  allbrtment  of  goods,  to  Tam- 
boucanee.  I  kept  the  damaged  blues  with  a 
view  of  difpofing  of  them  in  exchange  for 
whatever  might  be  offered  to  me. 

The  rainy  feafon  was  over  :  the  delay  oc- 
cafioned by  the  payment  of  cuftoms  at  Saldee 
had  proved  very  prejudicial  to  us.  I  was 
under  the  ncceifity  of  embarking  the  25th  of 
Oftober  to  go  down  to  Senegal.  I  had  made 
but  little  progrefs  in  the  (lave  trade  ;  I  had, 
however,  procured  fix  negroes  with  my  da- 
maged guinea-blues,  all  of  which  I  ihould 
have  ,got   rid  of,  had  I  been  able  toprotra£t 

P4  my 


ti6  VOYAGES  TO  THE 

my  departure  ;  but  being  unwilling  to  rilk  my 
fhip,  I  left  Scipio  with  the  long  boat  to  tradQ 
in  the  cuftomary  manner  at  Tamboucauce, 
The  King  of  Galam,  who  had  jfhewn  me 
every  kind  of  attention,  accompanied  me  oq 
board.  As  I  had  been  a  (lave  in  Morocco,  he 
looked  on  me  with  admiration.  The  refpéâ 
in  which  all  thele  people  hold  the  Emperor 
extended  even  to  my  perfon  :  this  petty  mo- 
narch had  given  up  his  chamber  and  9  good 
bed  to  me,  while  the  whites  employed  in  the 
convoy  on  the  King*s  account,  were  only 
lodgçd  under  fheds.  M^  Molinard,  who  was 
one  of  them,  was  an  engineer,  and  was  iènt 
out  to  take  a  plan  of  the  river  and  to  explore 
the  gold  mines.  He  fell  ill  at  Saldee,  and 
died  on  his  return  from  Galam  to  Senegal. 

Sirman,  King  of  Galam  is  very  fond  of  wine, 
and  I  regaled  him  with  that  liquor  every  day 
during  ipy  reiidence  in  his  houfe.  I  took 
care,  however,  not  to  give  him  any  but  at 
night  ;  and  in  order  to  obtain  it,  I  laid  him 
under  the  neceffity  of  returning  the  bottles, 
pn  which  account  he  ordered  his  people  to 
take  the  greateft  care  of  them.  Having  at- 
4çndçd  me  on  l[>oard^  he  was  obliged  to  be 
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back  to  his  village,  for  he  had  drank 
to  cxccfs,  to  prove  how  much  he  regretted 
my  departure.  This  Prince  had  purchaied  of 
me  thirteen  beads  of  coral,  half  a  firing  of 
amber,  twenty-eight  filver  bells,  and  three 
pair  of  bracelets  for  his  women.  He  was  to 
have  paid  me  in  gold  or  ivory,  but  having 
neither  of  thofe  articles,  he  gave  roe  a  fine 
negro,  although  the  things  I  had  fold  him 
amounted  to  no  more  than  (ixty-three  bars. 
In  acknowledgment  of  his  liberality;4.made 
him  a  prefent  of  a  fabre,  with  a  piftol  in  the 
hilt,  of  a  little  wool  for  his  wives,  and  to  his 
favourite,  who  alone  had  borne  him  Tons,  I 
prefented  fome  rows  of  glafs  beads,  and  about 
four  ounces  of  fcarlet  wool.  She  had  taken 
the  greateft  care  of  me  during  my  illnefs,  and 
to  her  I  was  principally  indebted  for  my  re- 
covery. My  magnificent  prefent  to  her 
might  amount  in  all  to  about  thirty*fix  fous. 

This  favourite  pretends  to  be  a  Chriftian. 
She  had  formerly  been  miftrefs  to  one  Labrue, 
an  agent  for  the  faâory  of  Senegal,  As  it 
was  the  King  himfelf  that  communicated 
thisraDccdote  to  me,  I  apprehend  it  will  afibrd 
n  fufficient  eftimate  of  the  delicaoy  of  the 
Prtoces  of  this  çountry^. 

Galatxv 
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Galam  is  a  ftnall  village,  known  only  as  the 
place  of  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of  Senegal» 
for  the  purpofe  of  fettling  their  mercantile 
concerns»  and  on  account  of  a  wretched  fort 
built  by  the  French  in  the  time  of  the  former 
African  company.  The  father  of  the  reign- 
ing King  was  born  a  freeman  amcmg  the 
SaracoletS)  and  had  been  a  laptot  at  Senegal. 
Confidered  by  the  negroes  as  a  man  of  bra- 
very, and  fpeaking  good  French,  he  was 
placed  in  the  fort  by  the  company  in  quality 
of  broker.  The  grand  Fouquet  of  Tuago, 
chieftain  of  the  country,  gave  him  the  abfo- 
lute  property  of  the  village  of  Galam,  on  con- 
dition of  his  charging  himfelf  with  the  re- 
ceipt of  the  cuftoms  paid  by  European  vefiels. 
His  fon,  the  prefent  King  of  Galam,  was 
brought  up  at  Senegal,  and  fpeaks  French  and 
Eugliih  fluently.  When  the  company  aban- 
doned the  fort,  he  took  poaefRon  of  the  can- 
non, put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  a  party  in  the 
country,  became  formidable  to  his  fovereign, 
and  laflly,  entirely  independent.  He  has  fe- 
veral  villages  fubje£k  to  his  authofity.  The 
laptots  of  Senegal  are  received  by  him  in  the 
moft  cordial  manner,  and  every  voyage  he  de- 
tains 
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tains  fome  of  them  by  his  kindnefs,  pafticu* 
larly  thofe  belonging  to  the  Saracolet  nation , 
for  in  order  to  have  one  of  thefe  he  will  give 
feveral  flaves  in  exchange. 

The  tribes,  which  in  this  part  of  Africa 
occupy  the  lands  fituated  between  the  rivers 
of  Senegal  and  Gambia,  are  all  of  the  Sara- 
colet nation*  From  Galam,  (ituated  on  the 
banks  of  the  Niger,  to  the  river  Gambia, 
is  a  journey  of  a  day  and  a  half.  The  Sara- 
colets  acknowledge  âs  fovereign  the  grand 
Fouquet  of  Tuago.  'They  are  a  laborious 
people,  cultivate  their  lands  with  care,  are 
plentifully  fupplied  with  all  the  necefla- 
ries  of  life,  and  inhabit  handfome  and  well 
built  villages  ;  their  houfes,  of  a  circular  form, 
are  for  the  moft  part  terraced  ;  the  others 
are  covered  with  reeds  as  at  Senegal  ;  they 
are  inclofed  with  a  mud  wall  a  foot  thick,  and 
the  villages  are  furrounded  with  one  of  ftone 
and  earth  of  double  that  folidity.  There  are 
feveral  gates,  which  are  guarded  at  night  for 
fear  of  a  furprize.  This  nation  is  remark* 
ably  brave,  and  it  is  very  uncommon  to  find 
a  Saracolet  flave.  They  always  defend  them- 
felyes  with  advantage  againft  their  afl&ilants. 
Such  Saracolets  as  are  expofed  to  fale,  may 
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be  fâfcly  purchafed,  for  (excepting  when 
they  are  at  war  with  the  Poules)  none  are 
to  be  met  with  but  fuch  as  have  been  con- 
demned by  the  laws  for  fome  miidemeanour  ; 
in  fuch  cafe,  thefe  wretches  could  not  efcapc 
flavery  even  by  taking  refuge  in  their  own 
country';  for  they  would  be  reftorcd  to  their 
mafters,  or  would  be  put  to  death,  if  the  con- 
voy fliould  have  failed.  The  religious  princi- 
ples of  this  people  is  nearly  allied  to  Mahome- 
tanifm,  and  ftill  more  to  natural  religion. 
They  acknowledge  one  God;  and  believe 
that  thofe  who  fteal^  or  are  guilty  pf  any 
crime,  are  eternally  puniflied.  They  admit 
a  plurality  of  wives,  and  believe  their  fouls  to 
be  immortal  like  their  own.  They  think 
lightly  of  adultery  ;  for  as  they  allow  them- 
felves  feveral  wives,  they  are  not  fo  unjuft 
as  to  puniih  women  who  diftribute  their  fà-'^ 
vours  among  feveral  gallants  ;  a  mutual  ex- 
change is  then  permitted,  one  woman  may 
be  bartered  for  another,  unlefs  (he  be  free,  or 
a  native  of  the  country.  In  this  laft  cafe, 
the  French  cuftom  prevails  ;  it  is  winked 
at,  although  the  laws  are  particularly  {tvere 
^ainft  the  violation  of  the  moft  facred  of  all 

property. 
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property.  This  nation  lies  near  that  of  the 
Poules.  Its  extent  up  the  country  is  un- 
known; all  that  we  know  is^  that  it  is 
governed  by  four  powerful  princes^  all  bear- 
ing the  name  of  Fouquet.  The  leaft  confi- 
derable,  according  to  the  teftitnony  of  the 
Saracolets,  is  that  of  Tuago,  who  can  af- 
femble  thirty  thoufand  horfe,  and  whofe  fub- 
jeâs  occupy  a  territory  two  hundred  leagues, 
ia  extent^  as  well  on  the  Niger,  as  on  the 
traô  that  reaches  beyond  the  Felou,  a  rock, 
which  according  to  the  fame  report,  forms 
catarafts,  from  whence  proceed  the  Niger 
and  the  river  Gambia,  equally  confiderable* 
The  latter  is  the  more  navigable,  carries 
down  a  lefs  quantity  of  fand,  and  forms 
fewer  flats.  Its  mouth  is  about  ûxty  leagues 
from  Senegal  by  land,  and  feventy-five  by 
doubling  Cape  Vcrd. 

On  the  24th  of  Oftobçr  at  night,  Scipio, 
who  obfcrved  the  water  lowering  atTam- 
boucanee,  difpatched  a  negro  to  me,  defir- 
ing  ipe  to  quit  Galam.  I  embarked  on  the 
next  morning  at  eight  o'clock,  but  my  lap- 
tots  had  not  as  yet  fold  their  fait.  The  mate 
and  the  boat fw  am  inlifled  on  flaying  in  fpite 
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of  me;  but  on  the  26th,  feeing  that  all  the 
laptotfi  adhered  tj  r,ic,  and  that  if  ihcy  rcr- 
fifted  they  would  be  pnt  ii;to  iims,  ti;ey 
weio^hed  anchor  and  fet  hiL  The  water  on 
the  night  of  the  25th  lowered  a  foot  more, 
which  occafioned  our  ftranding  a  league  be- 
low Galam.  In  this  critical  moment,  I  flood 
in  need  of  all  my  authority  to  hinder  the  lap- 
tots  from  killing  the  mate  and  boatfwain,  who 
had  refufed  to  fet  fail,  as  foon  as  I  embarked. 
They  threw  over  board  their  fait* to  lighten 
the  veffel  ;  but  all  their  efforts  proved  ineffec- 
tual. I  difpatched  a  Saracolet  to  acquaint 
Scipio  with  my  fituation,  and  he  immediately 
fet  off  to  my  affiftance.  As  the  horfes  in 
this  country  are  excellent,  and  as  he  changed 
them  at  every  village,  he  travelled  with  the 
greateft  fpeed,  and  arrived  the  following  day 
at  four  in  the  afternoon,  to  my  great  aftonifh- 
ment  ;  for  he  had  performed  in  that  time  a 
journey  of  (ixteen  leagues^  The  meffenger 
whom  I  had  difpatched,  returned  alfo  with 
Scipio,  having  executed  his  commiffion  With 
great  diligence.  We  laboured  for  the  fpace 
of  twenty-four  hours  with  unremitting  per- 
ieverance,  to  difengage  ourfclves  from  this 

diftreffing 


COAST  OF  AFRICA*  aaa 

d'lilreffiag  fîtuation,  to  no  purpofc;  acircum* 
fiance  that  would  have  difcouraged  the  ne- 
groes, except  for  the  aiïîftance  of  the  whites^ 
and  the  confcioufnefs  that  they  were  com- 
manded by  one  of  the  moft  experienced 
captains  of  the  colony.  As  foon  as  he  ar- 
rived,  he  made  the  laptots  ceafe  their  labour, 
gave  them  two  hours  for  reft  and  refrefli- 
ment,  and  likewife  repofed  and  refreihed 
himfelf.  He  was  perfcdjtly  acquainted  with 
the  river  ;  and  having  examined  the  pafles, 
few  there  was  do  danger  to  be  apprehended, 
dire£ied  all  the  operations,  and  in  lefs  than . 
half  an  hour,  fucceeded  iu'  getting  her  into 
deep  water.  He  ftaid  on  board  twenty-four 
hours^  to  fteer  us  clear  of  the  more  danger- 
ous ihoals,  which  we  paffed  without  once 
ftriking,  anfd  without  any  fatigue  to  the 
crew.  He  then  left  us,  after  having  traced 
the  courfe  we  had  to  make,  and  pointed  out 
to  the  mate  and  boatfwain  the  dangerous 
parts  of  the  river.  He  was  determined  on 
keeping  up  his  reputation  ;  and  notwithftand- 
ing  the  bad  quality  of  our  merchandize,  he 
hoped  flill  to  traffic  with  advantage^  at  Tzm^ 
boucanee. 

About 
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About  ten  leagues  from  Galam,  we  came 
in  fight  of  the  Furet,  that  could  not  make  her 
way  to  that  place,  for  want  of  water*  She 
lay  a*  anchor  off  Cotterat,  where  there  is  a 
good  depth  of  water  all  the  year  round.  The 
agent  of  the  company,  whofe  name  was  Bar- 
dinal,  a  relation  of  the  direftor  of  Senegal, 
tranfported  all  his  merchandize  in  a  boat  to 

• 

Galam,  with  an  intention  to  pafs  the  year 
there.  He  came  on  board  to  fee  me,  and  I 
had  fbme  dealings  with  him.  I  fold  him  the 
amber,  the  coral,  and  the  filver  bells  that 
remained  on  my  hands  ;  and  it  was  an  ad- 
vantageous purchafe  to  him,  as  well  as  very 
convenient  to  me,  for  I  had  no  occafion  for 
thofe  articles  at  the  colony.  Thus,  after 
tranfafting  the  bufinefs,  we  mutually  con- 
gratulated each  other  on  our  meeting.  I 
made  him  afterwards  acquainted  with  the 
value  of  the  merchandize  faleable  in  .  the 
Begro  trade,  and  of  which  he  had  conceived 
very  imperfeft  ideas  at  Senegal  ;  and  hi  re- 
gard to  which,  he  had  alfo  been  impofed 
upon  by  his  laptots  fince  his  departure  from 
that  place.  When  a  man  is  at  fuch  a  dif- 
tance  from  his  native  land,   and  without  any 

intercourfc 
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întércoùrfe  with  his  countrymen,  the  pleafure 
he  feels  when  he  has  the  happinefs  of  meet- 
ing one  of  them,  even  were  he  an  enemy, 
cannot  be  eafily  exprefled,  and  is  ftill  more 
difficult  to  defitie.  I  had  an  afFefting  proof 
of  it  on  the  pre  fen  t  occafion.  Engaged  as  I 
was  in  a  private  trade,  I  Could  not  have  con- 
ceived that  a  pcrfon  in  the  employ  of  the 
company  would  have  come  tofee  me,  par- 
ticularly as  the  houfe  with  which  I  was  con- 
nefted  had  materially  thwarted  all  their  fpe- 
culations.  On  the  30th  I  parted  from  this 
worthy  man  with  tears  in  my  eyes  ;  for  al- 
though he  was  in  good  health,  and  I  infirm, 
yet  knowing  that  his  intention  was  to  pafs 
the  year  at  Galam,  I  was  perfuadedhe  would 
never  have  the  happinefs  of  revifiting  his  na** 
tive  country,  to  which,  I  hoped  to  return  ; 
he  was  prepofTefTed  with  the  fame  idea,  and 
we  were  both  in  the  right  ;  for  he  fell  ill,  ia 
confequence  of  extreme  fatigue,  eight  days 
after  1  left  him,  and  died  in  a  few  hours. 

The  2d  of  November,  after  having  pafled 
the  village  of  Baquelle,  without  touching 
there,  we  entered  into  the  canal  of  the 
îfland  of  that  name.  The  boatfwain,  for 
lîvant  of  experience,   being  unable  to  ftem 

Q^  the 
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the  current,  the  veflel  loft  her  head  way,  and 
foundered  upon  the  rocks,  at  nme  o'clock  in 
the  morning,  Peter  Mambao,  a  Senegal 
captain,  who  had  arrived  at  Baquelle  with  a 
caigo  of  fait,  inftantly  fent  out  his  boat  to 
our  affiftance.  I  put  on  board  her  the  moft 
valuable  of  my  goods,  and  one  of  my  chefts  ; 
the  other  difappeared  in  an  inftaiit,  nor  was 
I  ever  able  to  get  any  account  of  it*  It  was 
doubtlefs  ftolen  by  my  negroes.  At  ten 
o'clock,  finding  that  the  hold  of  the  veflel 
was  full  of  water,  and  that  the  bank  of  the 
river  was  covered  with  the  natives  of  the 
country,  who  plundered  whatever  was  put 
on  fliore,  I  tranfported'the  goods  that  were 
left  on  board  the  wreck,  to  the  ifland,  which 
they  could  not  reach,  except  by  fwimming, 
and  went  on  board  Mambao's  veflel,  that  lay 
at  about  half  a  lea2;ue  difl:ant  from  mine. 

1  fliould  have  fwved  the  whole  cargo,  had 
not  the  laptocs  themfelves  fallen  to  pillage. 
In  this  fcene  of  diftrefs,  my  people  were  dc* 
iirous  of  indemnifvino-  tliemfelves  for  the 
toils  of  the  voyage,  and  for  the  wages  of 
which  the  lofs  would  have  followed  that  of 
the  vefll4.  They  plundered  as  faft  as  they 
were  able,   but  it  proved  of  no  advantage  to 

them. 
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them.  Had  they  kept  to  their  pofts,  the  Sa- 
racolets  would  not  have  come  near  us,'  thd 
goods  would  have  been  all  preferved,  and  the 
veffel  relieved  by  the  Senegalians,  by  whole 
affiftance  fhe  Would  have  been  fet  afloat  ;  but 
they  confidered  her  as  irrecoverably  loft,  and 
carried  a\yay  every  thing  which  they  could 
Conceal  from  my  obfervation* 

Amadi  Tkioncoli,  Lord  of  Baquelle,  as 
great  a  knave  as  any  of  his  fubjedls,  was  dev 
termined  to  take  advantage  of  my  unfor- 
tunate fituation.  He  came  to  rtie  on  board 
Mambao's  fliip,  and  made  me  a  tender  of 
his  houfc,  and  a  good  warehôufe  to  'ftore 
the  goods  I  had  faved.  All  the  Senegalians 
affured  me  Î  might  rely  upon  his  Word; 
to  which  I  was  indeed  compelled  by  llecef- 
lity.  I  was  obliged  then  to  fuffer  every 
thing  that  I  had  preferved  from  the  wreck 
to  be  carried  to  the  houfe  of  this  prince.  The 
next  day,  being  preffed  by  his  folicitations, 
and  perceiving  that  Mambao  was  unwilling 
to  expofe  himfelf  any  longer  on  my  account, 
I  went  on  fliorc,  anj  repaired  to  the  village 
of  Baquelle.  I  was  accommodated  with  a 
kind  of  a  tent,  that  while  it  fcrecnedmc  froru 
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the  heat  of  the  fun,  admitted  the  frefh  air  ; 
and  on  the  firft  day  I  was  treated  with  the 
moft  attentive  care. 

The  grand  Fouquet  of  Tuago,  being  in- 
formed by  his  fon,  who  had  been  fome  days 
on  board  my  vcffel,  of  my  misfortune,  came 
to  Baquelle  with  a  numerojiis  efcort  of  caval- 
ry to  (hare  the  plunder.  My  laptots  then 
gave  up  every  thing  for  loft.  This  king 
pretended,  according  to  the  cuftom  of  the 
Moors,  that  my  veffel,  the  freight,  the  crew, 
and  myfelf,  were  all  become  his  property. 
He  would  have  taken  immediate  pofTeffion  of 
the  principal  articles,  had  not  the  Lord  of 
Baquelle,  dreading  the  return  of  Scipio,  in- 
terpofed. 

1  had  taken  two  Moors  on  board  at  Galam, 
to  deliver  to  Admet  Moftar  ;  they  informed 
thefe  princes  that  I  was  a  flave  to  the  Em- 
peror of  Morocco,  and  that  they  would  in- 
fliUibly  draw  down  upon  them  the  refeut- 
ment  of  the  Moors,  if  they  ventured  to  offer 
me  any  violence. 

This  intelligence  induced  the  grand  Foquet 
to  delift  ;  yet  a  clofe  watch  was  kept  over 
my  laptots  ;    they  were  not  allowed  to  pafs 

the 
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the  fécond  court-yard,  and  they  confidered 
themfelves  all  as  prifoners.  As  to  myfelf,  Ï 
was  at  full  liberty,  but  I  could  fcarcely  walk, 
and  was  obliged  to  be  fupported  by  two 
negroes.     As  I  was  walking  out  about  ten 

o*clock  in  the  morning,  I  heard  a  great  noiie, 
and  perceived  the  Lord  of  Baquelle,  who  was 
going  to  decide  a  difpute  that  had  arifen  be- 
tween one  of  myfailors,  and  one  of  his 
guards.  I  approached  him,  and  having  feated 
myfelf  near  Amadi,  I  informed  myfelf  of 
the  caufe  of  the  difpute.  His  guard  had  rob- 
bed me  of  a  remnant  of  fcarlet  cloth.  My 
laptot  had  perceived  the  theft,  and  taken  the 
ftufF  from  him  ;  they  had  come  to  blows, 
and  the  guard  was  feverely  beaten  ;  he  was 
all  over  blood.  1  foon  decided  the  caufe,  by 
taking  the  cloth,  and  giving  il  to  the  man 
who  had  been  beaten.  I  then  took  the  lap- 
tot,'  whofename  was  Sagot,  away  wirh  me, 
and  the  aflembly  broke  up  and  retired,  with- 
out faying  a  word.  The  Lord  of  Baquelle 
himfelf,  did  not  require  more,  and  he  came 
with  my  people  to  attend  me  to  my  tent. 

I  had  but  feventeen  laptots  remaining  of 
my  crew,  and  four  of  them  were  difabled  ; 
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for  when  the  vcffcl  was  wrecked,  and  the 
men  were  endeavouring  to  fave  the  powder, 
a  barrel  containing  four  pounds  blue  up  upon 
deck.  The  man  who  had  it  in  his  hands 
was  fo  defperately  wounded  that  he  died  the 
next  day,  and  the  bodies  of  the  three  others 
that  were  near  him,  were  fo  miferably  fcorch- 
ed  that  only  one  of  them  recovered.  My 
other  laptots  were  with  Scipio  to  carry  oh 
the  flave-trade.  I  had  difpatched  a  couriet 
to  him  ;  as  likewife  to  M.  Vigneux's  captain, 
and  the  commandant  of  the  King*s  fhip,  cal- 
led the  Bienfaifant, 

Having  but  thirteen  laptots  that  were  able 
to  work,  I  could  not  make  any  attempt  to 
weigh  my  veflel  ;  befides  the  Saracolets,  who 
had  cut  the  rigging  and  taken  away  the  cord- 
age, would  not  have  fuffered  us  to  make  fuch 
an  attempt.  I  was  obliged  therefore  to  wait 
for  a  reinforcement  to  extricate  me  from  my 
embarraffment.  Six  or  {ç,^ç,\\  refolute  laptots 
arrived  in  Bafca's  long-boat.  That  negro 
being  well  acquainted  with  their  courage, 
had  fent  them,  with  orders  to  attempt  z\zx^ 
thing  to  fave  me;  they  came  at  eleven  o'clock 
in  the  morning,  having  travelled  the  whole 

nigfit. 
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night.  They  told  me  that  they  had  feen  my 
veflel  ;  that  the  Saracolets  having  entirely 
plundered  her  and  taken  away  all  her  rig- 
ging, there  was  now  no  remedy  for  my  mis- 
fortune ;  that  I  fliould  rather  look  to  my  per- 
foual  fafety,  fince  I  was  fllll  left  at  liberty; 
their  floop,  they  defired  me  to  ohferve,  was 
well  armed  ;  they  were  going,  they  faid,  to 
take  the  merchandize  which  I  had  left  on 
board  Mambao,  and  they  advifed  me  to  en- 
deavour by  all  means  to  embark  with  them. 
I  followed  their  advice.  In  about  two  hours 
I  reached  Mambao's  veflel.  .  Thô  guard,  who 
faw  me  going  out,  did  not  oppofe  my  paf- 
fage  ;  perhaps  bccaufe  they  conlidcred  me  as 
too  weak  to  attempt  an  cfcape,  perhaps  alfo 
the  confideration  and  refped  which  they  pay 
to  the  Emperor  of  Morocco  might  deter  them 
from  offering  violence  to  a  man  who  had  be- 
longed to  him.  Whatever  were  their  rea- 
fons,  I  reached  the  banks  of  the  river  without 
meeting  any  moleftation,  and  from  thence 
got  aboard  Mambao.  In  the  evening  I  em- 
barked with  my  merchandize.  We  kept  bn 
during  the  whole  niglit,  and  on  the  7th,  aliout 
nine   o'clock   in   the  morning,  reached  the 

Q^  vefTcI 
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velTel  which  was  under  the  commaad  of 
Bafca. 

If  any  other  rcafon,  except  the  neceffity  of 
a  fhipwreck,  had  conduced  me  toBaquelle,! 
fhould  have  confidered  with  pleafure  the  fight 
of  this  place.  The  ftreets  of  the  village  arc 
wide  and  ftraight,  the  huts  are  all  of  earthy 
furrounded  with  great  courts,  and  are  almoft 
all  terraced.  The  gardens  are  beautiful  and 
well  fituated  ;  they  ofier  to, the  view  along 
%\it  river,  the  moft  agreeable  of  profpeâs* 
This  village  is  ftrong.  It  contains  about 
three  thoufand  inhabitants  ;  and  if  one  may 
give  the  name  of  town  to  the  habitations- qf 
thefe  countries,  Baquelle  will  certainly  ftand  in 
the  foremoft  rank.  It  is  the  beft  fortified  of 
all  that  are  fituated  along  the  bariks  of  thq 
Niger. 

I  had  fcarcely  taken  a  little  reft,  when 
I  was  informed  of  the  arrival  of  Maflè,  a  mu- 
latto of  Senegal,  who  was  one  of  ipy  gour- 
mets. He  had  run  away  frorn  Baquelle  with 
my  boat,  carrying  with  him  at  the  fame  timq 
about  eight  hundred  pounds  of  ivory,  forty 
pieces  of  guinea-blues,  a  few  mulkets,  and  a 
barrel,   containing  about   an  hundred  pounds 

weight 
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weight  of  gun-powder.  Three  refolute  lap- 
tots  (among  whom  was  Sagot)  had  been  the 
companions  of  his  flight.  Two  of  thefe  lap- 
tots  were  Saracolets.  They  had  concealed  the 
cloth  in  their  knapfacks,  and  Maffe,  who  was 
a  dextrous  fellow,  had  obtained  from  the  Lord 
of  Baquelle  permiffion  to  follow  me,  by  infi- 
nuating  to  that  prince,  that  fince  I  was  no 
longer  in  his  power,  be  would  do  well  to  per- 
mit him  to  join  me  ;  that  this  aftion  on  the 
part  of  the  prince  would  appeafe  my  refent- 
ment,  and  that  as  I  was  ignorant  of  the  ne- 
gro language,  and  thaf  as  he  (Mafle)  ferved 
me  as  interpreter,  the  prince  could  not  fall 
upoa  a  better  means  to  make  me  forgive  and 
forget  the  paû.  Mafle  did  not  lofe  his  pains  ; 
and  fcarcely  had  he  obtained  this  permiffion^ 
than  without  mentioning  to  any  perfon  his 
intended  departure,  he  repaired  to  my  boat, 
which  the  people  of  the  country  imagined 
belonged  to  Mamboa,  and  with  all  poffiblc 
diligence  embarked  with  the  merchandize 
above  mentioned.  Scarcely  had  he  fet  fail, 
when  he  was  purfued  from  the  village  of 
Baquelle  by  a  body  of  men,  who  fired  upon 
him,  but  v^ere  too  late  to  prevent  his  efcapc. 

He 
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He  reached  the  middle  of  the  river,  failed  cm 
the  whole  night  without  encountering  any 
danger. 

MafTe,  on  his  arrival  on  board  the  veffel  of 
Bafca,  nmade  enquiry  after  the  King's  fliip  ; 
and  having  learnt  that  it  was  at  no  great  dif- 
tance,  he  propofed  to  me  to  embark  aboard 
the  boat  in  order  to  overtake  her.  Recover- 
ing flowly  from  the  cruel  malady  under  which 
I  laboured,  and  having  no  time  to  recruit  my 
force,  deprcfTed  by  the  confequences  of  my 
ihip wreck,  and  worn  out  by  the  continual  dif- 
putes  at  Baquelle,  and  the  fatigues  of  my 
flight  ;  living  only  on  the  fare  of  the  negroes, 
that  is  to  fay,  eating  whatever  came  to  hand, 
fometimes  raw  millet  fteeped  in  water,  at 
other  times  flefh  or  fifli  dried  in  the  fun  ;  poi- 
foned  by  the  foetid  atmofphere  aboard  Bafca's 
ihip,  where  there  were  107  negroes  in  irons  ; 
expofed  during  the  day  to  a  burning  fun,  and 
in  the  night  forced,  in  order  to  avoid  the  dew, 
to  fliut  myfelf  up  in  the  ward-room,  where 
I  was  ftifled  with  bad  air,  and  the  exceffive 
heat  concentred  there,  I  did  not  hefitate  a 
moment  ;  and  lucky  was  it  for  me,  for  cer* 
tainly   I  ihould  never  have  furmounted  fo 

many 
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many  evils  united,  if  I  had  refufed  to  follow 
his  advice, 

I  embarked  with  him  in  the  night,  having 
no  more  than  the  three  laptots  whom  I  have 
already  mentioned.  My  fwivcls  were  in  order, 
mounted  upon  the  gun-wale  of  the  boat,  and 
charged,  in  cafe  of  an  attack.  My  people 
were  all  armed,  each  with  a  double  barrelled 
mulket,  and  I  proceeded,  confiding  entirely  in 
their  care.  We  were  thirty-feven  hours  under 
fail.  I  arrived  on  the  14th,  at  feven  in  the 
morning,  and  went  on  board  the  Bienfaifant^ 
commanded  by  Thevenot,  a  wealthy  inhabi- 
tant of  Senegal. 

My  bodily  pains  were  embittered  by  the  af- 
fligions of  my  mind.  My  veflel  was  aban- 
doned on  the  territory  of  the  Saracolets  ;  my 
merchandize  was  difperfed  up  and  down  the 
river  ;  part  of  it  lay  at  the  mercy  of  the  Sene- 
galian  negroes,  (hould  Scipio  leave  the  place 
he  was  at  in  order  to  come  to  Baquelle,  the 
other  part  was  expofed  at  the  houfe  of  the 
lord  of  that  village,  who  confidered  it  as  his 
own  properly.  I  had  been  forced  to  leave 
twelve  negroes  on  board  Mambao.  This 
man  might  pofiibly  deceive  me,  'and  get  theni 
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feized  by  the  princes  of  the  country  for  a  per-* 
foaal  reward.  I  knew  Mambao  to  be  an  art-* 
ful  and  determined  robber  ;  I  had  dete£ted  him 
in  purloining  and  carrying  on  board  many  of* 
my  efFefts.  *  He  had  even  carried  off  my 
Moorifh  habit,  and  a  (heet  ;  and  I  had  every 
thing  to  apprehend  from  his  want  of  honefty. 
The  only  things  then,  that  I  could  confider 
in  fafety,  were  the  mulkets  and  the  guinea* 
blues  that  I  had  left  aboard  with  Bafca  ;  it  was 
all  I  could  hope  to  prefcrvc  from  the  wreck 
of  my  veffel. 

Thevenot,  however,  endeavoured  by  his 
kind  attentions  to  mitigate  my  diftrefs.  His 
veffel,  fitted  out  folely  for  the  purpofe  of  pay- 
ing the  duties,  was  well  armed  and  commo- 
dious. I  was  well  lodged,  }iad  a  good  table, 
and  being  no  longer  expofed  to  the  dew,  nor 
to  the  ardour  of  the  fun,  my  fever  vifibly 
abated.  This  fever  was  .folely  the  confe^ 
quence  of  a  weaknefs,  arifing  from  the  conti- 
nual fatigue  I  had  fo  long  undergone.  After 
having  been  eight  days  on  board,  it  left  me 
entirely.  The  river  gradually  lowering,  and 
the  veffel  drawing  nine  feet  water,  Thevenot 
determined  to  ufc  the  greatcft  fpeed  to  return 

and 
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and  avoid  the  fhoals,  which  are  frequent  in  thô 
riven  Not  with  {landing  his  inceffant  care, 
together  with  the  experience  of  the  boatfwain, . 
who  was  then  on  his  forty-fifth  voyage,  and 
the  uninterrupted  labour  of  the  laptots,  wc 
made  but  little. way.  In  one  place  it  was  a 
fand  bank  which  prevented  our  palTage,  in 
another  trunks  of  trees,  which  had  been  fwept 
away  by  the  currents,  impeded  our  progrefs  ; 
fpaietimes  one  obflacle,  fometimes  another* 
To  complete  our  misfortunes,  when  we  ar« 
rived  at  Saldee,  we  were  informed  that  a  party 
of  the  Poules  were  determined  to  flop  the 
convoy.  This  intelligence  induced  Thevenot 
to  depart  immediately,  without  flaying  to  take 
any  millet  on  board.  Wc  touched  the  ground 
at  the  paflage  of  the  grand  canal,  ten  leagues 
below  Saldee.  The  Poules  who  had  fecn  us, 
came  to  wait  for  us  near  the  rock  of  Gdioul 
de  Diabbe  ;  they  hoped  to  furprife  us  here  ; 
but  when  we  founded  the  two  channels  which 
run  through  this  rock,  every  one  fet  to  work, 
and  we  foon  difengaged  ourfclves.  The  cap- 
tain had  taken  care  to  put  the  cargo  and 
trunks  on  a  point  of  the  rock  which  rifes  in 
the  middle  of  the  river,  nor  could  the  Poules 

get 
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get  at  it  to  plunder.     We  loft,  however,  the 
fmall   quantity. of  nnillet,  which   according 
to   cuftom,   is  genernlly  left  on  the  Moorilh 
coaft,  to  lighten  the  veffel  when  near  this  dan- 
gerous paffage.    The  Bienfaifant  was  the  firft 
veflel  which  returned  ;  but  we  were  not  with- 
out  fears  for  the  reft  ;  we  difpatched  an  ex- 
prefs  by  land,  to  inform  the  remainder  of  the 
convoy  of  the  meafures  which  had  been  taken 
to  attack  and  furprize  them  :  but  this  meflen- 
gt^r,  who  was  one  of  the  tribe  of  the  Poules, 
w'as  better  pleafsd  to  ftop  near  the  rock,  and 
Ihare  in  the  plunder  of  the  convoy,  than  to 
warn  the  veflTels  of  the  danger.     Why-  then, 
it  may  be   faid,    employ  a  meflenger  of  this 
nation  ?     The  reafon  was,  that  this  man  had 
his  family  fettled  in  the  colony,  was  defirous 
to  fix  himfelf  there,  and  that  aily  other  ran 
the  riik  of  being  ftopped  in  the  country.     We 
received  no  news  from  our  companions,  rror 
did  we  fee  any  of  the  convoy,    which   made 
us  fear  that  the  whole  had  been  ftopped.  We 
were   of  opinion,    however,  that  the  whole 
forces   of  the  Poules  were  not  capable  of  op- 
pofing  the  Senegalians  united.     Their  fpirit 
and  bravery  fufficiently  enfured  the  freedom 

cf 


COAST  OF  AFRICA.  139 

of  their  perfons  ;  but  the  veffels  could  not 
poflibly  have  eicaped  being  taken,  if  the  Poules 
had  taken  the  precaution  of  throwing  trunks 
of  trees  acrofs  the  paflages  near  the  rock  ;  in 
fuch  a  cafe,  every  thing  was  to  be  dreaded  ; 
befides  the  captains  of  the  veffels  having  no 
fufpicion,  and  relying  on  the  faith  of  treaties, 
were  not  returning  in  company.  Six  hun- 
dred Senegalians  would  have  foon  fcoured  the 
river,  and  the  Poules,  though  in  thoufands, 
never  would  have  ventured  cojning  to  aftion  • 
with  fuch  a  body  of  colonifts.  The  cannon- 
ade from  the  fliipping  muft  have  made  them  re- . 
treat,  and  landing  upon  the  banks  of  the  river, 
the  Senegaliau  negroes,  accuftomed  to  arms, 
would  have  foon  put  to  flight  fo  daftardly  a 
people. 

After  having  got  clear  of  many  fand  banks, 
we  ilruck  again  on  that  of  Haliburum.  It 
then  became  neceffary  to  lighten  the  veffd, 
and  we  employed  half  the  day  in  that  bufi- 
ncfs.  At  night  we  faw  the  boat  of  the  Paul, 
Captain  St.  Jean.  He  had  been  attacked  at 
the  rock,  but  as  his  veffel  drew  but  little 
water,  and  his  crew  was  numerous,  he  paffed 
without  lofs.     He   informed  me  that  Scipio^ 

the 
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die  day  after  tny  departtifc,  had  ârrîvecl  at' 
Baquelle  ;  that  he  had  weighed  my  veflfel^ 
'  faved  my  cargo,  ^nd  would  foori  be  with  us* 
On  the  itth  of  Decembef  he, arrived  at 
Dbitmons,  the  general  rendezvous  of  the  con-» 
voy  on  their  return  from  Galam. 

Immediately  on  the  arrival  of  my  courier 
«t  Tamboucanee,  Soipio  depofited  hisf  mer- 
chandize on  board  the  different  Çenegaliaii 
vefièls,  and  putting  a  flop  to  his  traffic,  came 
ofif  with  his  laptots  in  the  boat.  '  At  Cotterat 
he  was  informed- 1  had  left  Baquelle  ;  and  al- 
though he  was  told  he  could  never  be  able  to 
fave  either  my  nierchahdize  or  veflel,  he  ne-» 
vcrtheleft  coiitintied  his  voyage,  in  hopes  of 
meeting  both*-  Inftead  of  landing  at  Baquelle, 
he  went  with  his  men  to  examine  the  veflel 
which  was  left  upon  the  rocks  ;  from  thence 
he  repaired  to  Tuago,  and  prëfented  himfelf 
before  the  grand  Fouquet,  made  him  a  tender 
of  his  fervices,  and  promifed  to  Ipend  his 
whole  life  with  him.  The.  prince,  glad  to 
engage  a  man  of  fuch  courage  and  reputation, 
gave  him  a  very  gracious  reception.     , 

Scipio  finding  him  difppfed  as   he  coqld 
wilh,   reprefented  that  he  could  not  do  hina 

any 
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any  d&ntial  fervice^  unlefs  my  ihip  was  iirft 
cleared  from  the  rocks  ;  that  by  means  of  repair- 
ing the  veffel,  he  might  expeditioufly  traiif- 
port  his  troops  were  the- war  required  them  ; 
that  his  neighbours  and  the  governors  of  the 
different  provinces  would  by  this  means  be 
taught  to  hold  him  in  greater  fear,  and  learn 
to  refpeft  his  authority  ^  that  Sirman  himfelf 
would  fbon  return  to  his  duty,  particularly 
when  he  fhould  perceive  that  the  Senegalian 
laptots  were  united  againft  him  to  bring  him 
to  fubmiilion.  Thefe  meafures  were  ap- 
proved by  the  prince  ;  and  Scipio,  in  order  to 
bring  about  hfs  defigns,  recovered  the  cordage 
which  the  Saracolets  had  taken  away  ;  and 
with  their  affiftance  fucceeded,  after  much 
labbur,  in  heaving  down  the  veffel  upon  the 
iand.  He  then  requefted  the  grand  Fouquct 
to  reftore  him  his  laptots,  who  being  more: 
expert  in  naval  matters  than  the  Saracolets, 
would  facilitate  the  repairs  of  the  veffel  while 
the  convoy  remained  ;  a  thing  impoffîble  to 
eflfedl  after  their  departure  for  Senegal.  The 
Lord  of  Baquelle  received  an  order,  and  let  the 
laptots  go. With  their  affiftance,  Scipio  turned 
the  ihip  keel  upwards  ;  and  feveral  Senega-» 

R  lian 
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lian  vefTels^  among  the  reft  the  Moof^  com- 
ing by,  he  borrowed  a  fufficietTtHLUinber  of 
laptots,  got  her  upiight  again,  after  haTing 
repaired  the  damage  her  keel  had  fufiered, 
tdifmifTed  the  Saracolets,  who  had  been  very 
nfeful  to  him,  add  made  towards:  Baqnelle. 
Being  called  upon  to  fulfil  his  engagements 
by  the  grand  Fotrqtief,  he  replied,  that  if  the 
Fouquet  was  king  on  land^  Scipîo  was  mo- 
narch on  the  rivca"  ;  that  he  was  ready  for 
battle  ;  and  that  aSenegalian,  beariag  the  title 
of  Frenchman,  could  never  think  ofbecoming 
a  flave  to  a  negro  kiaag.  The  veffel  no  longer 
leaked  ;  Sctpio,  with  none  but  his  own  laptots 
on  boardt  moored  her  acrofs  the  principal  paf« 
fege?  of  the  river,  and  waited  for  the  return* 
ed  vefiM^.  He  felt  himfelf  too  much  obliged 
to  St.  Jean  to  detain  his  laptots,  and  as  fbon 
as  the  veiTcl  had  undergone  her  repairs,  &nt 
them  back  to  him.  He  then  forced  the  lap- 
tots belonging  to  the  convoy  to  come  on 
board  him,  and  fummoned  the  Lord  of  Ba- 
quelle  to  reftore  him  all  the  merchandixe  that 
he  had  purloined  by  trick,  or  taken  by  forxre. 
Amadi  at  £rft  made  fome  difficulty  ;  but  con* 
içQted  the  mpment  he  faw  Scipio  was  about 

tQ 
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to  jnake  a  defcent  in  order  to  fet  his  village 
on  fire,  and  to  carry  off  whatever  ihould  coi?^ 
in  his  way.  He  called  to  recolleâion  the 
check  which  the  grand  Fouquet  had  received 
feven  years  before  :  when  that  prince  hav- 
ing newly  mounted  M$  throne,  and  being 
vain  of  his  power,  endeavoured  to  flop  a  con- 
voy. He  had  12,000  men  under  arms,  and 
was  beaten  by  Scipio  at  thé  head  800  men 
of  the  colony.  On  that  emergency,  the 
x:aptain,  though  a  Have,  was  recognized  as 
general,  and  burnt  and  entirely  deftroyed  the 
village.  The  king  himfelf  had  fallen  into  his 
Itands,  but  Scipio,  fatisfied  with  his  viâory, 
had  gencroufly  reftored  him  without  ran- 
.ibm.  A  man  who  is  confidered  as  invincible, 
who  has  never  been  vanquifiied,  who  is  look- 
ltd  upon  by  thofe  under  his  command  as  well 
as  by  his  enemies  as  a  hero,  is  capable  of  cxc^ 
outing  an  enterprize  that  another  would  not 
undertake  with  double  the  force  ;  and  accord- 
ingly the  old  Amadi  would  not  expofe  his 
village  to  deflru£tion,  and  being  befides  at  en* 
mity  with  the  Fouquet,  to  whom  he  had  re* 
.fufed  to  deliver  up  the  merchandize,  he 
thou^t  fit  to  capitulate.    He  gave  back  the 

R  2  goods 
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goods  of  which  |  had  taken  an  account  in 
writing,  and  reftored  befides,  two  barrels  of 
gun  powder  of  an  hundred  pounds  weight  each, 
which  I  had  not  recolleâed  to  fet  down,  and 
>vhich  he  took  for  barrels  of  flour. 

The  Senegal  captains  were  not  inclined  to 
fBXpofe  their  failors  in  my  behalf,  but  thoie 
brave  fellows,  accuftomed  to  fight  under  the 
command  of  Scipio,  and  acknowledging  no 
other  leader  but  him,  could  not  reconcile  to 
themfelves  the  idea  of  abandoning  him.  Be- 
iides  they  had  hopes  of  plunder  in  attacking 
the  village  of  Baquelle,  and  they  believed 
themfelves  to  be  invincible  under  his  orders* 
All  thefe  confiderations  made  them  deterniine 
to  iland  by  him  in  this  critical  emergency. 
Every  thing  being  in  readinefs  for  the  onfet^ 
Scipio  began  to  proceed  down  the  river.  The 
army  of  Tuago  was  already  drawn  out  upon 
the  bank.  The  grand  Fouquet  wanted  to 
take  vengeance  on  Scipio,  and  hoped  that  with 
fmall  arms  alone  he  (hould  be  able  to  prevent 
his  paflage  ;  but  the  balls  only  gra2ed  the 
ihip,  the  barricado  kept  Scipio's  men  in 
fafety  ;  and  his  fwivels,  from  which  feveral 
difcharges  were  madC|  foon  fcattered  the  un^ 

difciplined 
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difciplined   troops  that  tremblingly  advanced 

againft  him.     Without  lofs  of  time,  he  con« 

tinued  hié  way  as  far  as  Yfanne,  the  refidence 

of  the  principal  miniftcr  of  the  Almamy  of 

the  Poules.     This  man   informed  him  that 

the  Tampiirs^  diflatisfied  with  the  diftributioii 

of  the  duties  made  by  the  Almamy,  were  aA 

iembled  together,   that,  forming  a  numerous 

body  they  waited  at  the  rock  for  the  return 

of  the  veffels.     Scipio  determined  anew  either 

to  conquer  or  to  die.     He  difpatehed  feveral 

expreiles  to  the  other  (hips  of  the  convoy  to 

prevail  on  them  not  to  fail  but  in  a  body,  in 

order  to  repel  the  attacks  of  the  Poules.     As 

his  veffel  drew   too  much  water  to  wait  for 

the  convoy,  he  determined  to  fail  prepared  for 

every  event.  His  defign  was  to  make  himfelf 

mafler  of  the  pafTage,  to  refifl:  at  that   poH: 

every  attempt  of  the  enemy,  and  to  wait 

there  the  arrival  of  the  convoy.     He  hoped^ 

with  the  affiftance  of  the  failors  from  Séné* 

gal^  to  repel  the  combined  force  of  the  Poules^ 

and  to  indemnify  himfelf  for  the  lofles  of  the 

voyage  by  the  captures  made  on  this  people  ; 

but  circumftances    changed    his   refblution» 

His  crew   were  confiderably  diminilhed  ;  he 

R  3  had 
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had  loft  five  men  ;  and  I  had  taken  with  methree, 
together  with  a  gourmet  ;  which  (if  wc  com- 
prehend  another  left  at  Galam,  to  affift  in  re- 
pairing the  fort)  deprived  him  of  the  aid  of 
ten  of  his  men  ;  there  remained  only  twenty- 
two  on  board,  the  greater  part  of  whom  were 
fb  reduced  by  the  fatigue  {attendant  on  fo  dan- 
gerous a  voyage,  that  little  dependence  could 
be  placed  on  their  af&ftance.  In  this  dilemma 
he  armed  the  negroes  he  had  retaken  oil 
board  of  Mambao  ;  and  as  they  were  his 
countrymen,  that  is,  from  Baabarn,  he  found 
no  difficulty  in  determining  them  to  fight,  in 
cafe  of  an  attack  ou  the  part  of  the  Poules. 
Things  being  thus  difpofed,  he  advanced  with 
confidence  to  that  part  of  the  river  where 
he  knew  the  negroes  were  waiting  to  plunder 
the  ihip*  Four'  leagues  before  he  arrived  at 
the  rock,  he  caft  anchor,  and  took  poft  in  a 
wood,  with  twelve  refblute  laptots,  in  order 
to  reconnoitre  the  motions  of  the  enemy. 
Here  he  furprifed  two  princes,  who  were  go- 
ing to  join  the  forces  of  the  Poules,  carried 
them  on  board  his  vefTel,  and  put  them  in 
irons.  He  then  weighed  anchor,  and  ap- 
peared at  feven  in    the  morning,  in  that 

part 
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part  of  the  channel  which  he  judged  to  be 
deepeft. 

When  arrived  near  the  rock,  he  faw  both 
(ides  of  the  river  lined  with  an  innumerable 
multitude  of  Poules,  (houting  with  joy,  and 
preparing  to  oppofe  his  pafTage.  He  remain-^ 
ed,  according  to  his  firfl:  intention,  the  whole 
day  inaâive  on  board  ;  at  night  he  founded 
the  channel,  found  there  was  a  foot  lefs  watef 
than  the  veffel  drew* 

At  day-light  he  retired  into  the  ward* 
room  from  whence  he  heard  the  Poules  cry- 
ing from  ihore,  ^^  Scipio^  thou  canftno  longei" 
efcape  froili  our  hands,  thou  ihall  Come  among 
us  to  plant  piftaccio  nuts/*  He  was  undeter* 
mined  what  part  to  aâ*  His  courage  urged 
him  to  the  battle,  but  he  had  not  men  eiiough 
to  enable  him  to  go  on  ihore  and  repel  his 
enemies,  timorous  it  is  true,  but  in  great 
numbers.  The  convoy  was  at  a  great  dif* 
cance  from  him,  and  he  could  not  bear  to  re-» 
main  longer  in  a  ftate  of  inaâion.  He  had 
recourfe  then  to  flratagem,  and  fucceeded» 
At  fun-fet,  after  having  obferVed  the  fpot 
where  the  Tampfirs  that  commanded  the 
Poules  were  Rationed,  he  fwam  on  ihore  with 

R  4  a  fabre 
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a  fabre  fluck  iii  his  girdle,  and  his  muiket  oa 
his  head,  accompanied  by  twelve  of  his  crew. 
He  attacked  the  Poules,  who  inftantly  fled, 
and  took  prifoners,  fix  princes,  who  were  not 
able  to  make  their  efcape.  He  then  obliged 
them  to  fwim  to. the  veffcl  and  put  them  in 
irons. 

The  next  morning  the  Poules  perceiving 
that  fcveral  of  their  chiefs  were  wanting, 
fent  a  man  aboard  ;  Scipio  fhewed  the  princes 
to  their  meffehger,  and  defired  him  to  in- 
form the  Tamplirs,  that  if  they  continued  to 
attack  and  to  molefl  him  in  his  buiinefs,  he 
was  determined  to  cut  ofF  the  hetids  of  the 
captives  ;  that  as  for  him  he  did  not  fear  them, 
that  be  would  wait  for  the  convoy,  and  that 
then,  fetting  fire  to  his  (hip,  he  would  open 
the  pafs,  and  that,  aided  by  the  Senegalians, 
he  would  maiTacre  all  the  Poules  that  oppofed 
him.  When  this  refolution  was  reported  to  • 
the  chiefs,  they  thought  proper  to  fend  a  fé- 
cond meffenger  to  Scipio,  in  order  to  tell 
him,  that  if  he  would  only  reftore  the  princes 
they  would  permit  him  to  ad  as  he  thought 
fit. 

To  truft  to  the  promife  of  a  negro,  and  to 
^  become 
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become  his  d.upe  is  the  fame  thing.     Scipio 

therefore   refufed  to  hearken   to  their   re- 

queft.    But  he  affured  them,   that  if  he  was 

not  molefted,  he  would  liberate  the  prifoners 

as  ibon  as  he  pafled  the  rock  ;   and  this  affu- 

ranee   fatisfied  the   Poules,   who   permitted 

him  to  proceed  without  further  hindrance. 

During   the  courfe   of  two  days  the  water 

lowered  more  and  more  every  day,   and  the 

pafTage  became  lefs  and  lefs  praflicable.     la 

order  to  fucceed,  it  was  neceffary  to  lighten 

the  veflel  ;  but  where  could  the  merchandize 

be  depofited,    for  the  banks  of  the  river  were 

covered  with  enemies  ?      Thefe  difficulties 

induced  Scipio,   in  order  to  fave  the  Ihip,   to 

agree   to   give  the  Tampfirs  thirty    pieces 

of   guinea-blues,    fourteen    double-barrelled 

muikets,    fourteen  barrels  of   gun  powder, 

and  ten  fufils  of  the  better  kind.     As  a  furety 

for   the    performance    of    the    capitulation, 

he  required  that  the  fon  of  the  Tampfir  who 

commanded  the  troops,  jfhould  be  put  into  his 

hands  :  this  was  inflantly  complied  with  ;  and 

the  Poules   themfelves  aflifted   him  to   get 

through  this  dangerous  paffage.  Scipio  might 

have  waited  for  the  convoy  ;  but  he  thought 

it 
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it  better,  by  this  flight  facrifice  to  fave  a  (hip, 
which  he  had  preferved  with  fo  much  diffi- 
culty, and  which  would  have  periihed  m- 
evitably  if  the  arrival  of  the  convoy  had  l>een 
delayed  three  days  longer. 

Thefc  multiplied  misfortunes  loft  me  the 
whole  profit  of  my  traffic.  Of  my  damaged 
merchandize  all  that  was  faved  was  about  150 
pieces  of  bad  guinea-blues,  iz  negroes,  194 
drachms  of  gold,  906  pounds  of  ivory,  and 
56  calks  of  millet.  I  had  got  a  great  quantity 
of  ivory,  but  it  had  been  taken  from  me  at 
Baquelle,  together  with  my  trunk,  cdntain* 
ing  thirty-eight  marks,  two  ounces  of  gold 
which  I  had  procured  at  Galam,  and  alfo, 
my  coral,  my  amber,  my  powder,  my  beads, 
and  filver  bells. 

Scipio  often  told  me,  that  if  he  had  been 
permitted  to  take  prifoners  thofe  who  attack- 
ed him  with  an  intention  to  deprive  him  of 
his  liberty,  my  expedition  would  not  have 
failed.  But  the  order  of  the  governors  of  Se- 
negal is,  that  the  traders  fliall  only  ftand  upon 
the  defenfive,  but  (hall  take  nothing  in  the 
country  ;  and  for  that  reafoo,  Scipio,  who 
naturally  might  have  made  reprifals,   having 

eight 
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eight  princes  in  irons  on  board,  was  obliged 
to  carry  them  on  Ihore.  They  had  taken  ad- 
vantage of  his  fituation  to  plunder  him  of  his 
merchandize,  but  he  was  not  allowed  to  avail 
himfelf  of  the  capture  of  thofe  men,  to  in- 
demnify his  lofles.  Certainly  cuftoms  of  this 
nature  are  fb  much  the  more  unjuft,  as  the 
natives  of  the  country  take  advantage  of  them 
to  plunder  the  European  veffels  who  trade  ia 
thofe  parts  ;  the  profit  which  the  governors 
derive  from  thofe  abufes,  is  the  reafon  that 
they  remain  unremedied.  They  arc  paid  by 
the  negro  princes,  who  reimburfe  themfclves 
an  hundred  fold  by  the  plunder  of  the  veffels 
of  thofe,  who  on  the  faith  of  treaties,  expole 
thcmfelves  to  the  dangers  of  this  trade. 

We  remained  fix  days  at  Doumons,  wait- 
ing for  the  convoy.  We  had  difpatched 
feveral  couriers  to  obtain  intelligence  ;  but  no 
convoy  appeared.  A  marabou  was  the  only 
perfon,  who,  in  telling  us  our  fortune,  affured 
us  that  it  would  foon  make  its  appearance. 
This  fame  marabou,  about  a  fortnight  before 
the  event,  foretold  that  I  fhould  fee  my  (hip 
and  Scipio,  but  that  he  would  have  encoun- 
tered a  great   many  difficulties.     Not  wit  h- 
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fianding  the  accomplKhment  of  his  former 
predidlion,  we  gave  very  little  credit  to  his 
difcourfe.  We  concluded  that  the  convoy 
was  loft,  and  continued  our  courfe  to  Sene- 
gal, being  fix  veflels  in  company.  Scarcely 
had  "WC  arrived  at  Podor,  when  we  received 
intelligence  that  the  whole  convoy  had  enter- 
ed into  a  capitulation  at  the  rock,  and  that 
they  would  foon  appear  in  fight.  This  in- 
formation caufed  us  to  fufpend  our  courfe^ 
and  about  two  o'clock  in  the  morning,  we  had 
the  fatisfadlion  to  fee  the  convoy  heave  in 
fight,   three  days  after  our  arrival  at  Podor* 

It  was  not  enough  that  my  veflTel  had  been 
wrecked,  that  I  had  been  obliged  to  capitu- 
late at  the  rock  of  Dquioul de  Diabbé^  itwasne- 
ceflary,  in  .order  to  fill  up  the  meafure  of  my 
misfortune,  that  the  veflTel  alfo,  aboard  of 
which  Scipio  had  left  my  merchandize  at 
Tamboucanee,  (hould  fink,  and  that  which 
contained  his  ivory,  (hould  be  pillaged  at  the 
rock.  The  ivory  was  entirely  loft,  and  the 
Senegalian  veflel  did  not  bring  me  two-thirds 
of  what  was  recovered  from  the  wreck 
of  the  veflel  that  had  my  goods  on  board* 
The  ftiip  was  totally  loft,  and  all  the  negro 
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inhabitants  could.fave,  were  his  flavcs  ;  a  very 
ilehder  compenfation  fox  thé  misfortunes  of 
the  voyage,  arid  the  lofs  of  the  bark. 

The  convoy  w^s  faved  by  a  miracle.  Their 
capitulation  at  the  rock  coft  but  Httle,  for  in, 
cbofequence  of  fome  heavy  rains  that  had 
£dlen,  there  were  five  feet  and  a  half  of  water 
in  the  river  when  they  arrived  at  the  paflage, 
were  eight  days  before  there  were  but  three; 
but  for  tiitS'  fortunate  circumflance  the  con* 
voy  would  i  have  been  loft  ;  the  Senegalians 
muft  have  been  *  under  the  neceffity  of  ro- 
tuming  by  land,  and  with  the  veflels,  muft 
have  been  given  up  the  millet,  the  negroes^ 
and  the  merchandize.  Such  a  difafter  would 
have  plungfed  the  colony  into  extreme  diftrefs; 
as  thefe  craft  are  neceflkry  during  the  whole 
year  for  the  purpofe  of  procuring  the  necef- 
iary  millet  for  their  fubfiftence.  An  event  of 
this  nature,  is  fufEcient  to  contradifb  the  falfe 
reports  of  thofe  writers  who  reprefent  this 
country  as  abounding  in  every  neceflkry  of 
life. 

The  marquis  of  Beccaria  had  been  appoint- 
ed by  the  governor,  commandant  of  the  fort 
Podor  in  the  room  of  M.   Duchozel.    He 
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arrived  die  daj  on  which  I  appeared  before 
that  place,  and  informed  me  of  the  death  of 
the  younger  Floquet,  and  of  feveral  other 
whites,  who  fell  viditns  to  the  heat  of  the 
climate.  This  young  man  was  cxtremd^jr 
regretted  by  the  negroes,  efpecially  by  Scipio, 
who;  as  well  as  my feif,  was  iincerely  attached 
to  him.  M*  Dnchozel  embarked  with  me, 
as  likewiie  did  thecompany*s  agent  at  Podor. 
The  latter  would  not  proceed  in  the  com- 
pany's veiTels,  and  I  received  him  on  ac- 
count of  his  fituation,  notwithftanding  the 
injuries  I  had  fufibred  from  the  directors  of 
Senegal*  We  iet  fail  from  Podor  with  a  fair 
and  a  ârong  current,  which  foon  brought  us 
to  the  colony,  where  we  arrived  the  twenty- 
fourth  of  December,  1786,  after  having  fpent 
four  months  and  eight  days  in  this  calamito\is 
voyage. 

Podor  is  coniidered,  on  account  of  the  air, 
the  moft  dangerous  fpot  in  all  this  part  of 
Africa.  The  village  and  the  fort,  are  fitu- 
ated  on  the  banks  of  the  river  in  the  territory 
belonging  to  the  Poules.  The  fort,  which 
forms  a  circle,  with  four  towers,  was  con- 
jlruâed  by  the  EngliCh,     It  has  no  ditch,  aad 

being 
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bekif  at  tile  diilance  of  200  tcHfes  from  the 
rirer,  mzy^  in  caTe  of  hoftilitks  with  tht 
Poules^  eafily  be  cut  off  from  the  water.  It  i$ 
cooiequeotly  of  no  utility,  fince  it  can 
neither  protcâ:  the  veffels  that  pafs  the  river, 
nor  be  relieved  by  them.  The  unwholefbtne* 
nefs  of  the  air  is  occasioned  by  the  furround* 
ing  fwainps,  which  are  fcarcely  ever  dried 
up.  It  would  be  therefore,  an  impofition  on 
the  public  to  join  M.  Adanfbn  in  his  praife  of 
this  part  of  the  world,  fince  wood,  water» 
and  the  other  necoflkries  of  life,  are  only  to 
be  procured  by  fending  for  them  at  a  great 
diûance  up  the  country. 

The  fever  which  had  left  me,  retiarned  on 
my  arrival  at  Senegal.  I  had  joft  the  com- 
)>anion  of  my  fortunes.  Every  body^  that  is, 
all  the  French  at  the  colony,  confidered  me 
as  a  madman.  The  governor  himfelf  was 
imprefled  with  that  idea  although  he  had 
never  feen  me.  It  is  true  that  I  was  fo  ab* 
ibrbed  in  the  rejcâion  of  paft  misfortunes, 
that  I  would  not  even  fpeak  to  a  white.  I 
was  never  of  their  parties,  and  confidered 
them  with  a  kind  of  horror.  The  many  in* 
llaxices  of  thçir  difhoneft  conduft  had  made» 
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them  odious  in  my  fight.     Deceived  by  the 
>vhites>  deceived  alfo  by  the  blacks,  I  hiid  no 
confidence  in  any  body.     I  could  not  get  my 
accounts  pa(&d  with  the  commercial  houfe 
in  which  I  was  concerned,  and  finding  the 
cldeft  partner  in  the.  firni  as  diihoneft  as  the 
reft  of  the  world,  I  broke  entirely  with  him 
the  6th- of  February,  1786.     I  now  deter- 
mined to  return  .to  France  for  the  recovery 
of  my  health,   which  thé  fatigues  of  fo  long 
and  painful  a  voyage  had  much  impaired,  and 
ai  I  ftoodin  great  need  of  repofe.     I  haftened 
the  con'clufion  of  my  affairs  in  a  nianner  little 
favourable  to  my  iuterefl.     I  waited  for  an 
opportunity  of  embarking  for  France^   but 
fearing  the  frequent  infurreâions,  and  the  bad 
air  aboard  the  flave  ihips,  I  determmed  not 
to  go  by  way  of  the  Weft  Indies.     Under 
thefe  circumftances,  Captain  Clouët  Dubui- 
fon  of  Havre,  commander  of  the  Furet,  which 
had  been  repaired,  (and  which  after  remain* 
ing  a    month  at  Goree,    and  the  Cape  de 
Verd  Iflands,    was   to  proceed  diredly  for 
Havre)  having  offered  me  a  paffage,  I  ac- 
cepted it,  and  embarked  with  him,  rather 
than  wait,  the  departure   of  the  companies 

gum 
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gum  Ôiîpô,  which  had  riot  yet  arrived. 
There  were  hot,  indeed,  as  yet  any  accounts 
received  of  (hips  fitted  out  from  France  for 
that  moft  lucrative  branch  df  commerce.  At 
length,  on  the  twenty-fixtti,  we  pafled  the 
bar,  and  on  this  occafion  I  had  a  convincing 
|»roof  of  the  negroes  attachment  to  my  per* 
ion.  They  came  to  conduâ  ttie,  and  while 
the  vcffel  was  going  over  that  dangerous 
paifage,  flood  naked  on  the  deck  ready  to 
Ti(k  all  to  fave  me  in  cafe  of  accident.  I 
wanted  to  reward  their  zeal ^  but  they  refufed 
to  take  any  thing  either  from  me  or  from  the 
Captain. 

About  eleven  o^clock  we  got  dut  to  fea^ 
and  the  next  day  at  eight  in  the  morning, 
anchored  in  thé  harbour  of  Goree.  This 
iiland  is  only  a  defert  rock,  and  totally  un-^ 
produâive.  There  are,  however,  a  few 
gardens  which  furnifh  a  little  fallad.  It  is 
deflitute  of  water,  although  indeed  there  ard 
three  fmall  fprihgs  on  the  inountain,  which 
are  guarded  with  great  care,  referved  for  the 
commandant,  and  furnifh  water  only  for  his 
ufe.  The  commandants  are  often  fo  inhuman 
as  to  refufe  water  to  their  countrymen,  even 
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when  they  have  more  than  they  have  occa- 
fioii  for  themfelves.  They  prefer  employing 
it  to  wa(h  their  linen,  or  letting  it  run  to 
wafte,  rather  than  give  themfelves  the  trouble 
of  anfwering  folicitations,  or,  as  they  pretend, 
rather  than  excite  the  jealoufy  of  the  inhabi- 
tants. Both  whites  and  blacks  are  therefore 
obliged  to  procure  their  water  from  Dacar,  a 
village  in  the  neighbourhood,  or  from  other 
places,  according  to'  the  deftination  of  the 
veflels*  This  water,  fetched  in  calks,  has 
always  a  very  naufeous  tafte,  and  after  the 
fécond  day  becomes  quite  unfit  for  ufe.  The 
air  is  more  faiubrious  here  than  at  Senegal, 
which  is  doubtlefs  owing  to  its  being  fur- 
rounded  by  the  fea,  and  to  the  adjoining  con- 
tinents being  free  from  fwamps.  The  country 
is  inhabited  by  the  fame  race  of  people  with 
that  of  Senegal,  in  other  words,  the  Yolofs. 
The  inhabitants  of  the  colony  are  all  of  that 
nation.  Although  the  population  is  not  con- 
fiderable,  it  furnifl^es^  however,  more  than 
doable  the  number  of  hands  wanted  for  the 
purpofe  of  commerce  j  for  never  did  the  flave* 
trade  exceed  one  hundred  negroes  in  a  year^ 
and  «v.en  to  procure  that  number  it  is  ncccf- 
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fary  to  go  from  thirty  to  forty  leagues  along 
the  coafti  There  were  lèverai  Ihips  in  the 
harbour,  and  among  the  reft  one  from  Hon- 
fleur,  which  had  loft  all  her  cl'ew  by  fllckners^ 
excepting  the  captain  and  fécond  mate. 

Captain  Clouet  Dubuiflbn,  according  to 
his  inftrudlions,  wifhed  to  take  in  wax  and 
ivory,  but  fome  days  after  his  arrival  he  re- 
ceived orders  to  fail  ;  he  then  refigned  thé 
command  of  his  veflel,  and  embarked  on 
board  the  Bayonnaife,  a  king's  ftiip  that  was 
returning  to  France,  with  thfe  Count  de  Re- 
pfentigny,  who  was  fucceedeld  by  the  Chevalier 
de  Boufflers.  This  veflel  was  commanded  by 
M.  Kerpel,  the  fucceflbr  of  Captain  Echouard^ 
Who  was  droWned  in  attempting  to  pafs  the 
bar  of  Senegal,  contrary  to  the  advice  of  the 
negro  laptots. 

According  to  the  arrangement  .  which  I 
had  made  with  the  houfe  I  had  quitted,  I 
Was  to  receive  my  payments  out  of  the  cargo 
of  the  Furet  ;  as  this  fliip  Was  not  to  return 
to  France,  I  was  obliged  to  go  back  to  Sene- 
gal ;  the  misfortune  which  happened  to  M. 
de  la  Echouard,  the  lofs  of  two  (hips  belong- 
ihg  to  the  company  upon  the  fame  bar,   de-^ 
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terred  me  from  taking  fhipping;  and  as  the 
air  of  Goree  bad  reflored  nxe  to  health  and 
Arength,  I  determined  to  undertake  the 
journey  by  land. 

The  Furet  bad  hardly  fet  fail  before  I  ob- 
fcrved  on  (hore  a  failor  of  a  very  fufpicious 
appearance.  Having  him  feized  by  the  ne- 
groesi  and  brought  before  the  commandant, 
he  àcknowledgçd,  that  he  had  concealed 
himfelf,  in  order  to  avoid  being  an  accomplice 
in  the  depredations  committed  by  a  Bermu* 
dian  veffel,  that  under  pretext  of  taking  in 
provifions,  had  put  in  for  a  few  days  to 
Goree.  The  depofition  of  this  man  alarmed 
me  exceedingly;  I  had  apprehenfions  that 
this  ihip,  (which  in  faft  was  a  pir<ate,  but 
which  could  not  be  deteâed,  as  all  her  ere- 
(ientials  were  in  due  form)  intended  to  attack 
the  Furet.  And  this  was  really  the  cafe, 
but  that  veffel  being  an  excellent  failer, 
would  not  let  the  pirate  come  up  with  her  ; 
flie  ran  under  the  cannon  of  the  fort,  and  we 
perceived  the  Bermudian  (heer  off.  The 
Bayonnaife,  king's  fhip,  which  Was  at  Ben, 
taking  in  wood  and  water,  not  having  had 
timely  notice  could  not  give  the  pirate  chafe. 

Had 
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Had  an  engagement  taken  place,  it  Is  even 
probable  that  Ihe  would  have  come  off  with 
the  worft,  for  the  Bermudian*s  crew  confifted 
of  fixty  men  of  determined  rcfolution,  and  , 
ihe  mounted  fix  howitzers  and  twelve  twenty- 
four  pounders.  She  was  an  excellent  failer, 
and  had  repulfed  two  Portuguefe  frigates  who 
had  given  her  chace  on  the  coaft  of  BrafiL 

I  fet  '  off  from  Goree  the  9th  of  April,  in 
the  evening,  and  arrived  at  Dacar,  where  I 
put  up  for  the  night  at  the  houfe  of  the  ma* 
rabou  of  the  village  ;  next  morning  I  fèt  out 
upon  my  journey,  efcorted  by  his  fon,  and  a 
negro  of  Senegal  named  Wally.  I  had  an 
Arabian  horfe  that  I  very  feldom  rode,  being 
accompanied  by  the  elder  Floquet,  who  had 
been  to  Goree  in  the  Bayonnaife.  We  arriv- 
ed on  the  14th  about  nine  o'clock  in  the 
evening,  after  a  journey  of  five  days,  con* 
ftantly  fleeping  in  the  open  air,  walking  along 
the  fea  fhore,  and  broiling  under  a  burning 
fun.  It  was  too  late  to  enter  the  colony, 
ncverthelefs  Saerguy,  one  of  our  gourmets  ith 
the  Galam  voyage,  carried  me  thither  in  hi^ 
canoe,  unperceivcd  by  the  centinels. 

My  health  was  vifibly  mending,  and  this 
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journey  far  from  weakening  had  re-eftablifli-^ 
ed  my  ftrength.  I  was  determined  then  to 
remain  at  Senegal  to  trade  on  my  own  bot-: 
torn  ;  I  w^s  defirous  of  coming  to  terms  with 
the  elder  Floquet,  and  I  acceded  to  difadvan- 
tageous  conditions  to  efFeél  it  ;  however,  he 
flill  procraflinated  aâairs,  which  compelled 
Aie,  in  order  to  draw  fomething  from  him,  to 
embark  on  board  the  Efperance  of  TGrient, 
belonging  to  Mcffrs.  Lavuyfle,  Puchelberg 
and  Co.  Captain  Everard  of  Dunkirk,  com- 
mander. This  veflel  was  come  on  a  particu- 
lar commiffion  from  France,  for  the  purchafe 
of  gum  at  Portendic  ;  neverthclefs  it  was 
fcized  by  order  of  the  King.  The  alterca- 
tions which  the  captain  had  with  the  gover- 
nors of  the  company  upon  this  fubjeâ,  detain- 
ed him  near  ^  month  at  Senegal.  I  was 
quite  idle  there,  and  time  hung  heavy  on  my 
hands.  The  mortification  of  having  been  ex- 
pofed  to  fo  many  dangers,  and  again  to  lofe, 
in  fpite  of  myfelf,  the  little  I  w^$  poflefled 
of,  threw  me  into  a  languid  ftate  of  body,  of 
which  again  brought  on  my  fever  ;  and  when 
the  fhip  fet  fail  on  the  30th  of  June,  1786, 
I   was  carried  on  board  in  a  ilate  of  infénfi- 

bility. 
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bility.  I  had  fhipped  800  falted  cow-hides. 
The  negroes  carried  me  over  the'  bar  in  the 
company's  boat.  The  direftors  had  objecled 
to  hire  it  to  me  for  that  purpofe  ;  but  they 
were  obliged  to  confent,  for  the  negroes  ob- 
ftinately  refufed  to  work  for  them  but  on 
condition  of  firft  condu6ting  me  on  board  the 
Elpcrance.  Scipio  infifted  fo  forcibly  that 
they  were  obliged  to  fubmit.  He  accompa* 
nied  me  himfelf,  and  would  not  quit  me  till 
he  faw  me  fafe  on  board. 

One  may  fay  with  great  truth,  that  if  the 
company  is  detefted  in  the  colony,  they  merit 
it  in  every  refpefl:.  After  all  the  fervice  that 
I  had  gratuitoufly  rendered  them,  this  laft 
trait  proves  in  what  degree  of  eflimation  the 
dircâors  are  to  be  held  ;  and  if  this  commerce 
ceafe  to  be  exclufive,  I  ftill  hope  to  have  it  in 
my  power  to  teftify  before  I  die,  the  warm 
fenfe   I   entertain  of  their  conduâ:  towards 

me. 

We   weighed  anchor  two   hours  after  I 

came  on  board,  on  the  30th  of  June,  1786. 
The  voyage  though  long  was  profperous.  I 
entirely  recovered  my  health  on  the  paffage, 
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and  arrived  at  TOrient  the  ajdof  Auguft^ 
1786. 

Whatever  may  be  my  future  lot,  I  think 
it  can  fcarccly  be  more  unhappy  than  the  paft  ; 
and  it  is  with  this  hope,  that  refigning  myfclf 
to  Providence,  I  look  forward  to  the  period 
when  fortune,  wearied  at  laft  with  perfecuting 
me,  (hall  crown  my  honeft  endeavours  witl^ 
a  decent  independency* 
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COMMERCE  OF  SENEGAL  AND  GALAM. 

ALTHOUGH  the  nature  of  the  com- 
merceof  Senegal  appears  fo  fimple,  that 
even  thofe  not  bred  to  trade  are  confident  of 
fucceeding  in  it,  it  is  neverthelefs  extremely 
complex,  and  liable  to  a  thoufand  difficulties, 
requiring  not  only  much  experience  in  bufi- 
nefs,  but  like  wife  a  thorough  knowledge  of 
mankind.  Whoever  is  not  well  verfed  in 
both  (hould  not  embark  at  all  in  the  Senega- 
liaii  traffic.  His  enterprife  would  be  attend- 
ed with  lofs  of  fortune  in  fpite  of  the  moft 
unremitting  induftry. 

It  is  neceffary  to  confider,  that  having  va- 
rious nations  to  deal  with,  fo  many  different 
modes  of  conduct  are  to  be  followed.  The  vari- 
ousfeafons  of  the  year  require  different  opera- 
tions. The  barrennefs  of  the  colony,  and  the 
dangers  of  the  bar  at  the  mouth  of  the  river, 
are  great  impediments  in  the  way  i)f  trade  ; 

and 
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and  the  manner  of  traffic  purfued  in  other 
countries  will  not  fucceed  here.  He  who 
confines  himfelf  to  the  colony  alone,  cannot , 
without  extreme  difficulty,  carry  on  a  thriv- 
ing bufinefs.  ,  He  muft  purchafe  the  articles 
of  the  Have  trade  on  the  river  at  a  high  rate, 
and  difpofe  of  them  to  the  captains  of  vef- 
fels  at  a  fmall  profit.  In  the  profecution  of 
fuch  a  plan,  a  man  would  have  leifure  to  die 
feveral  times  over  before  he  would  acquire  a 
moderate  fortune.  It  is  neceflfary,  therefore, 
for  any  one  who  fettles  in  the  colony  to  trade 
on  an  extenfive  fcale. 

A  trader  at  Senegal,  whether  on  hi$  ovi^n 
bottom,  or  as  factor  for  different  houfes  in 
France,  fhould  be  provided  with  two  fmall 
fchooners,  or  flat -bottomed  boats,  from  20  to 
30  tons  burden,  drawing  from  four  to  fix 
feet  water  when  laden,  and  carrying  fwivels 
and  wall- pieces.  The  perference  is  to  be  given 
toEnglifh  wall-pieces,  which  carry  much  far- 
ther than  French  ones.  They  are  mounted 
upon  proper  flocks,  and  may  be  ufed  and 
pointed  like  a  mufket. 

The  fwivel  flocks  fhould  be  three  feet  above 
the  deck,*to  leave  room  for  the  barricade,  for 

which 
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which  it  is  effentially  neceflkry  to  bring 
planks  from  France,  as  it  can  only  be  fet 
up  at  Senegal,  and  is  indifpenfably  neceilary 
in  the  fervicc  of  the  river. 

The  cabin  muft  be  fpacious,  in  OTder  to 
contain  the  dry  goods,  with  large  lockers  ia 
the  form   of  benches.      Great  care  muft  be 
taken  of  the  rigging,  and  provifîoiî  made  of 
two  fpare  fets.     If  thefe  fmall  veffels  were 
copper  fheathed,  it  would  prove  of  great  ad- 
vantage,  it  is   the  fureft  way    to  prefer vc 
them  from  the  worm,  that  in  the  fpacc  of 
three  years   will  deftroy  the  moft  folid  bot- 
toms.    The  damage  done  by  the  worm  might  ' 
indeed   be  repaired  were  it  not  for  the  frc-* 
quent  fcarcity  of  hands  even  at  Senegal,  and 
which  becomes  doubly  difficult,  when  tar  and 
other  articles  neceflkry  for  the  paying  of  vef- 
fels happen   to  run  ihort.     In  fuch  predica- 
ments, opportunities  of  advantage  (lip  away, 
for  the  river  is  not  navigable,  unlefs  in  the 
rainy  feafon.      In  order  that  veflels  coming 
from  France  fhould  pafs  the  bar,  the   road 
without  not  being  fafe,   they  (hould  draw  at 
leaft  nine  feet  water. 

The  advantage  arifing  from^mall  veflels 

is 
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is  the  poffihility  of  doing  every  thing  by  ones 
felf.  In  this  manner  one  may  go  to  all  parts 
of  the  river,  and  even  to  Goree  and  down  the 
coaft.  In  thefe  places  proviîions  are  taken  in 
when  they  fail  at  the  colony,  which  turns  out 
a  very  beneficial  commerce.  The  Dutch  bi- 
landers,  fuch  as  trade  to  Oftend  and  Dunkirk, 
are  the  fuitable  craft  for  this  navigation,  but 
the  grand  difficulty  lies  in  getting  them  to 
the  African  coaft. 

The  people,  who  inhabit  the  eaftcm  part 
of  the  river  from  Senegal  to  Galam'inclu* 
fively,  are  of  the  Yolof  nation,  governed  by  a 
powerful  king,  of  the  name  of  Darnel.  The 
general  refidence  of  this  prince  is  Cahiers^ 
an  inland  village,  fituated  between  Senegal 
and  Goree.  The  inhabitants  of  thefe  two 
colonies  are  moftly  of  this  nation,  and  aro 
reckoned  the  braveil  of  this  part  of  Africa. 
They  have  always  the  advantage  over  their 
hoftile  neighbours,  no  doubt  on  account  of 
the  military  knowledge  they  have  derived 
from  the  French  of  the  two  colonies,  and 
from  the  fuccour  that  nation  ever  affords 
them.  The  dominion  of  Darnel  upon  the 
river  extends  to  about  forty  leagues.     Be* 

yond 
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yond  which  boundary  are  the  Wals  and  the 
Braes,  nations  formerly  powerful,  but  atpre- 
fent  almoft  favages,  and  ever  expofed  to  the 
incuriions  of  the  negroes^  or  of  their  Mooriûi 
neighbours. 

The  nation  of  the  Poules  or  Foulques  be- 
gins at  Cocq,  a  village  (ituated  on  the  point  of 
the  ifle  of  Podor,  two  leagues  below  the  fort, 
and  terminates  at  Validienta,  comprehending^ 
an  extent  of  1 60  leagues  along  the  banks  of 
the  river.  The  trade  carried  on  with  thefe 
people  is  very  inconfiderable.  All  thefe  coun- 
tries only  afford  millet  neceflary  for  the  con- 
fumption  of  the  colony,  tobacco  and  a  fmall 
quantity  of  ivory  ;  and  in  cafe  of  war  between 
the  different  nations,  choice  of  excellent 
ilaves.  From  Validicnta  to  Galam,  and  evea 
beyond,  lies  the  nation  of  the  Saracolets. 
Their  country  is  a  place  of  advantageous 
traffic.  The  inhabitants  are  brave,  numer- 
ous, and  in  a  higher  Aate  of  civilization  than 
the  other  negroes.  Their  rehgion  is  partly 
Mahometan,  and  partly  idolatrous.  Great 
quantities  of  flaves  of  various  countries  of 
Africa,  brought  by  the  caravans,  are  expofed 
here  for  fale.     Here  alfo  much  traffic  is  car-* 

lied 
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tied  on  in  gold,  elephants  teeth,  pagns,  aiL^ 
various  other  articles.  Nor  is  trade  in  thefc 
diftrifts  lefs  fecure  than  advantageous  ;  for  a 
man  may  advance  far  up  the  inland  country 
without  the  leaft  perfonal  danger,  even  if 
alone.  The  northern  part  of  the  river  is  peo- 
pled by  barbarous  hordes  of  Moors,  fuch  as 
the  Bracnarts  near  Senegal,  and  the  Traffarts 
in  the  vicinity  of  Podor.  TheMongearts  arc 
alio  very  numerous  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Galam.  Thôfe  paftoral  hordes  rove  froni 
place  to  place,  as  I  have  before  mentioned^ 
in  my  obfervations  on  the  manners  and  cuf-» 
toms  of  the  people  with  whom  I  travelled 
during  my  captivity.  The  Moors  furnifh 
the  gum  which  they  bring  to  the  defart  and 
to  Cocq,  two  marts  eftablifhed  for  the  carry* 
ing  on  of  that  traffic,  and  whither  the  com-' 
pany*s  vefTels  always  repair  in  the  month  of 
May.  They  likewife  bring  flaves  to  the  co-* 
lony  during  the  whole  year,  except  in  thcf 
rainy  feafon,  when  the  overflowing  of  thd 
Niger  drives  them  into  the  interior  parts  of 
the  country.  In  this  feafon  their  emigra- 
tions extend  as  far  as  the  mountains  of  Atlas. 
The  Saltiguets,  a  negro  race,   occupy  the 

banka 
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banks  of  the  river  above  Yafanne,  and  extend 
as  far  as  the  dommion  of  the  Saracolets.  They 
compofe  in  a  maimer  but  one  and  the  fame 
people,  and  are  governed  by  a  prince,  who  by 
right  of  birth,  is  in  titled  to  the  dominion  of 
the  Poules  ;  but  the  priefts  deprived  him  of 
his  crown  and  drove  him  out  of  his  country. 
This  prince  is  a  man  of  courage,  makes  fre- 
quent incuriions  upon  the  territories  of  the 
Poules,  and  difpoles  of  his  captives  to  the 
neighbouring  Moors,  who  bring  them  to  Se- 
nega!. They  are  purchafed,  notwithftanding 
the  treaty  made  with  the  Almamy,  import- 
ing that  no  Have  of  his  nation  fhould  be 
bought  ;  no  doubt  becaufe  it  is  underftood 
that  this  treaty  does  not  hold  good  but  in  the 
cafe  of  the  convoy  touching  at  his  dominions 
in  the  way  to  Galam. 

From  Podor  to  Mafon  the  hyppopotamus  is 
found  in  great  abundance.  This  is  a  mofl: 
ufeful  animal.  Its  flefh,  as  I  have  before  ob- 
ierved,  is  good  food,  and  its  fat  makes  excel* 
lent  foap.  There  is  likewife  in  thefe  cantons 
great  plenty  and  variety  of  grain,  which  might 
be  purchafed  at  a  very  low  rate.  The  exclu- 
five  privilege  of  the  company  proves  the  bane 

of 
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of  this  gainful  commerce  ;  for  their  agents^ 
wholly  intent  upon  their  own  interefls,  and 
not  that  of  their  principals,  negled,  pcrhs^ 
through  ignorance,  this  very  efTential  branch 
of  trade,  but  from  which  I  can  aflert  from 
my  own  experience,  immenfe  profits  arife^ 
The  articles  procured  here  are  of  the  firft 
nççeiïity  in  France,  for  the  manufaftory  of 
Msirfeiiles  foap,  and  their  preparation  coils  aa 
Uttje  93  their  original  purchafe.  The.  contt^ 
nual  apprehenfion  of  lofing  the  fruits  of  one*9 
labours,  and  of  feeing  one's  difcovcrics  enjoy* 
cd  l^  others,  is  the  rcafon  why.  feveral 
branches  of  commerce  are  entirely  abandonedi 
The  inhabitants  of  the  colony,  the  Yolofs^ 
Poules,  or  Foulques,  and  Moors,  are  the  font 
nations  with  whom  trade  is  carried  on  with-* 
out  going  out  of  Senegal.  This  is  done  in 
four  different  ways  ;  the  difference  of  feafbns 
occafions  a  farther  variation  ;  the  wants  of 
thefe  feveral  nations,  according  to  time  and 
place,  require  particular  information  relative 
to.  the  articles  of  which  they  fland  in  need^ 
The  Braes  and  Wals  have  the  fame  wants  as 
the  Yolofs,  and  fpeak  the  fame  language^ 
With  refpeâ  to  the  Saracolets  and  the  Salti« 

gucts, 
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guet^y  bufinefs  cannot  be  tranfaftcd  with 
^hem^  but  in*the  voyage  to  Galam,  of  which 
an  account  will  be  given  hereafter. 
'  The  natives,  of  the  colony  are  almoft  all,  as 
Jias  hcto  remarked  before,  of  a  faitfhlefe  cha* 
ra£ter;  they  feck  for  opportunities,  which 
they  never  fufFcr.to  efcape  them,  to  cheat 
'iuch  European's  as  are  ndl  fufficiently  on  their 
guard.  To  be  proof  againft  their  wiles,  it  is 
abfblntely  neceffary  to  know  thp  Yolpf  lan^ 
guage  ;  for  when  a  man  is  not  acquainted  with 
it,  recourfe  muft  be  had  to  interpreters,  who 
iieceflarily  belonging  to  this  people,  always 
cheat  and  fiiare,  according  to  agreement, 
■the  produce  of  their  knavery*  From  this 
general  and  well-founded ^dea,  it  follows  that 
a  man  ïhould  always  diftrufl  thena  whatever 
be  the  nature  of  the  tranfaâion.  It  is  cuf- 
tomary  to  deal  with  them  either  for  the  voy- 
age to  Galam,  or  for  fuch  articles  as  are  pe- 
ceflkry  for  their  own  confumption. 

With  refpeft  to  the  laft,  to  avoid  every 
caufe  of  difference,  it  is  requifite  never  to  de- 
liver goods  but  on  payment,  either  in  money 
or  merchandize.  It  ië  neceffary  even  to  be  i'o 
fcrupulous  as  to  minute  every  article  of  agree- 

T  ment, 
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ment,  to  repeat  each  feveral  time^,  even  if 
the  bufinefs  were  ta  be  concluded  on  the  fpot^ 
as  well  with  the  rich  as  with  the  poor.  Pofv 
feffion  (hould  be  immediately  taken  of  what- 
ever article  is  agreed  for,  either  by  purchaft. 
or  barter  ;  but  for  this  precaution  a  man  would 
inevitably  be  expp&d  to  a  thoufand  quibbles; 
which,  without  breaking  the  bargain.  Would 
make  it  turn  entirely  to  the  advantage  6f  thç 
blacks.  The  employers,  always  affefting  to 
believe  that  their  iervants  were  deceived,  lel- 
dom  fail  to  decide  in  their  favour,  and  although 
a  man  have  juftice  on  his  fide,  he  will  never- 
thelefs  incur  in  the  colony  an  imputation  of 
diflionefty,  which  cannot  butprove  detqmen* 
tal  to  his  affair^. 

If  credit  be  givçn  for  any  merchandize,  it  ig 
neceffary,  before  delivery,  to  enquire  into  the 
circumftances  of  the  buyer  ;whcthcr  behave 
any  negroes  or  not,  and  whether  they  can  be 
made  reiponfable  for  the  debt  ;  whether  the 
(laves  of  this  natiye  be  Tapade^s  flaves  by  iri- 
hefitance,  or  havç  been  purchafed  by  him  in 
the  voyage  to  Galam.  Thefç  thiqgs.well  aft» 
certained,  credit  may  t^  given  without  appre«- 
henfion,  on  obfcrving,  however,  eight  princi- 
pal precautions. 

I  ft.  The 
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I  ft.  The  Tapade's  flavesby  inheritance  are 
only  nominally  fo  ;  their  mafters  cannot  fell- 
them  without  bringing diffionour  upon  them- 
fclves,  according  to  the  received  cuftoms  of 
the  country,  unlefs  they  be  confidered  as 
abandoned  charafiers,  or  have  been  guilty  of 
fbme  great  crime.  Brought  up  w^ith  the  na- 
tives, they  are  confidered  as  inhabitants,  and 
form  a  body  apart  in  the  colony.  They  have 
their  friends  and  relations  there,  who  would 
become  implacable  enemies  to  thofe  who 
fliould'cndeavour  to  fell  them  ;  but  when  on 
account  of  any  crime  they  are  expofed  to  fale, 
the  inhabitants  readily  buy  them,  and  give  in 
exchange  flaves  of  a  greater  value.  . 

2dly.  Care  muft  be  taken  to  fee  that  the. 
flaves  which  come  from  Galam  be  not  mar* 
ried  toTapade's  negroes,  for  in  that  cafe,  like 
the  former,  they  cannot  be   fold,  except  by 
their  mafters. 

3dly.  An  exaft  account  muft  be  kept  of 
the  time  given  for  payment,  the  goods  de- 
livered, and  the  conditions  of  delivery. 

4thly.  Thofe  bargains  fhould  never  be  con- 
cluded privately,  but  always  before  three  in- 
habitants at  leaft. 

T  a  5thly. 
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5thly.  They  muft  be  figned  bj  the- mayor 
of  the  town,  who  is  at  the  fame  lin^e  the 
chief  of  the  hegroes,   and  alfo  by  the  fureties 

and  the  wîtnçflès. 

^  •  •  • 

6thly«  The  furetles  muft  coniift  of  the 
neareft  relations  of  the  parchafer,  and  in 
theif  default^  of  the  moft  wealthy  inhabi- 
tants.  : 

7thly.  As  foon  as  the  time  of  payment  ar- 
rives, no  time  muft  be  loft^  otherwifb  the 
furcties  and  witncffes  will  infift  upon  with- 
drawing their  names,  alledging,  that  without 
their  knowledge,  other  bargains  have  been 
ipade  with,  the  purchafer,  and  that  to  their 
detriment,  without  advifing  with  them  ;  and. 
that  thofe  ongagements  having  been  made  in 
private,  they  are  therefor^  releafed. 

8thly.  It  is  advifeaUe,  though  not  abib- 
lutely  necelj&ryj,  to  make  fome  prefents  to  the 
mayor  of  the  town,  and  to  the  witnefles  to 
the  bargain,  if  one  would  remain  on  good 
terms  with  the  natives.  By  obfcrving  all 
thefe  precautions^  one  may  carry  on  with  the 
natives  a  traffic  on  credit  without  running 
any  rilk. 

If  the  articles  have  been  furniftied  for  the 

■ 
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voyage  of  Oakm,  and  the  time  of  payment 
be  come,   whether  the  purchafer  return  or 
not,   wbcthet  he  be  dead  of  fatigue,  or,  in' 
order  to  avoid  payment,  remain  in  the  coun- 
try,   hoping  that  in  a  ihort  time  the  mer- 
chant wjiom  he  charged  with  the  commiffion, 
will  either   die   or  be   obliged  to  return  to 
France  ;  in   this  cafe  the  greateft  care  muft 
be  taken  that   the  Tapade's  captives  do  not 
attend  oh  their  niafter.'    Whatever  good  opi- 
nion we  may  have  of  the  integrity  of  an  in- 
habitant, this  precaution  is  always  neceflary. 
}f  it  fliould  happen  that  by  the  addrefs  of  the 
toafter,  the  Tapade's  captives  fliould  have  ac- 
companied him   in  his  voyage,    you    muft 
inftantiy,  without  certmony.or  delay,  attack 
the  fureties  and  the  witnefles.     Without  this 
precaution  you  are  fure  to  lofe  alL     In  this 
cafe  you  have  no  enemy  to  fear  ;  always  ob- 
fer ving^  however,  not  to  fell  the  Tapadc^s  flaves 
wliom  you  may  have  got  into  your  hands^ 
except  when  the  relations  of  the  abfent  pur-* 
chafer,  or  the  other  inhabitants  fhall  refufe  to 
redeem  them  by  an  equal  number  of  other 
flaves. 

Whoever  fhould  dare,  either  from  a  fpirit 
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of  vengeance,  or  by  way  of  bravado,  to  embark 
the  Tapades  captiyes,  would  run  the  greateft 
rilk,  nor  could  he  efcape  being  ftabbed  of 
poifoned  but  by  miracle  :  at  the  beft  he 
would  be  fure  to  lofe  his  merchandize,  and  to 
be  reduced  to  flavery  among  the  negroes  or 
the  Moors. 

If  the  article  furnifhed  be  for  confumption» 
either  before,  or  for  the  voyage  of  Galam, 
a  different  arrangement  mufl  be  adopted  in  re- 
gard to  the  time  and  naode  of  payment.  The 
term  of  the  credit  given  ought  to  be  fixed,  at 
furthefl,  at  a  month  before  the  Gal^m  expe-- 
dition,  always  before  two  witneiTes  and 
fureties,  who  fign  the  bargain  and  the  en- 
gagement :  the  fignature  or  prefence  of  the 
mayor  of  the  town  is  alfo  neceflary.  The 
moft  advantageous  period  of  payment  is  at 
the  termination  of  the  voyage  ;  becaufe  re- 
turns may  then  be  made  to  Europe. 

When  the  term  of  payment  comes,  (hould 
the  inhabitant  neglect  to  pay,  a  complaint 
muft  be  preferred  before  the  mayor.  If  the 
creditor  confent  to  allow  the  debtor  time  to 
enable  him  to  perform  the  voyage  to  Galam, 
cither  becaufe  he  (hould  have  fuftained  lofles, 

and 
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and  it  (hould  appear  that  the  payment  would 
be  prejudicial  to  his  trade  and  means  of  exift- 
ence,  or  becaufe,  from  the  want  of  the  money 
or  goods  he  would  be  obliged  to  give,  he  would 
no  longer  have  it  in  his  power  to  procure  pitch, 
tar,'  cordage,  and  fuch  other  articles  of  rn-* 
difpenfable  neceffity  for  the  above  voyage;  in 
that  cafe,  the  agreement  mufl  be  annulled, 
and  a  fécond  drawn  up,  bearing  heavy  intereft, 
and  payable  at  his  return  ;  taking  care  to  ob« 
ferve  the  fame  precautions  as  before.  The 
interçft,  whicih  is  gehefally  fifty  per  cent,  iâ 
not  too  highj  Confidering  that  the  creditor 
would  obtain  at  leaft  an  equal  advantage,  by 
undertaking  the  expedition  himfelf.  By  em^ 
ploying  thefe  means  he  is  fure  to  be  paid 
when  it  is  at  an  end  ;  i,  debt  thus  prolonged 
is  facred,  and  gives  the  right  of  feizing  the 
Tapade's  flaves^  and  even  of  felling  them, 
without  exciting  the  murmurs  of  any  one.  On 
failure  of  payment  at  this  fecdnd  period,  the 
obligation  may  alfo  be  negociated  ;  for  when 
all  thefe  precautions  have  been  taken,  it  is 
tonfidered  as  ready  money  by  the  inhabitants, 
who  are  fond  of  engagements  of  this  Icind, 
cfpecially  if  the  debtor  have  any  good  work- 

T  4  men 
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men  among  his  Tapade's  ilaves  ;  who  would 
become  bis  if  the  agrejement  ihould  aot  be 
fulfilled. 

If  the  goods  furnifhed  be  intended  to  faci- 
litate  the  Galam  voyage,  care  is  taken  Co 
fettle  their  value,  and  the  profit  that  might 
be  obtained  if  the  perfon  furnifhing  them 
went  thither  himfelf.  Every  thing  muft  be 
fpecific4  in  the  bargain  ;  the  quantity  and 
quality  of  the  merchandize  to  be  received 
in  return  mufl  be  agreed  upon,  without  any 
yegard  to  the  future  price  of  the  colony* 
]b  or  inflanco,  if  the  article  amount  to  1 200 
livres,  and  a  flave  be  then  worth  only  600^ 
it  .(hall  be  expreifed  in  the  agreement,  two 
(laves,  or  fo  much;  ivory,  or  fo  much  gold, 
€>n  the  return  from  Galam.  So  that  fhould 
the  velTcls  from  Europe  raile  the  price  of 
(laves,  the  debtor  will  be  obliged  to  pay,  notr 
1.290  livres  ixi  money,  but  two  (laves  in  kind, 
whatever  price  they  may  then  bear.  It  is 
true,  that  if  at  the  fame  period,  flaves  (hould 
be  worth  leu  than  600  livres  a  piece,  the 
debtor  in  like  maimer  would  be  obliged  to 
rive  only  two,  to  obtain  a  difchargç.  But  as 
there  is.  no  example  of  fuch  a  depreciation, 
he  who  (ells  has  always  the  advantage. 

If, 
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If,  for  want  of  being  perfedtly  acquainted 
with  the  laws  of  the  colony,  a  man  have  the 
misfortune  to  fell  to  Tapade's  captives,  think* 
iflg  them  free  inhabitants,  he  muft  endeavour 
to  remedy  his  error  without  lofs  of  time,  by 
getting  their  mafters  to  be  anfwcrable  for 
them  ;  but  in  thefe  cafes  he  is  feldom  paid« 
Care  muft  alfo  be  taken  not  to  deal  with  the 
wives  of  the  inhabitants,  unlefs  for  ready 
iQoney,  or  actual  exchange  ;  without  tfaat^ 
all  would  be  loft.  The  rich  female  inhabit 
tants,  who  carry  on  their  bufincû  them* 
felves,  and  who  have  150  or  200  negroes 
belonging  to  them^  may  be  deak  with  ;  but 
oot  without  the  above-mentibiied  precautions* 

A  perfon  who  does  not  underftand  the 
Yolof  language  is  obUged  to  make  ufe  of 
negroes  as  interpreters^  whether  an  opportu* 
nitj  oâfer  of  trading  with  the  negroes  of  the 
continent,  or  with  the  Moors*  In  this  ca& 
it  is  advifeahle  for  him  to  have  (laves  of  his 
own,  who  underfland  the  language  of  thoie 
natioQs,  that  h^  may  avoid  the  impoiitions  of 
the  negroes  of  the  colony.  Thefe  flaves 
hope  that  their  cares  and  fervices,  will  one 
day  or  other  procure  them  their  liberty.  » 

If 
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It  oftea  happens,'  in  making  a  bargain» 
that  the  negro  interpreter  alks  a  higher  price 
than  he  who  fells,  becaufe  in  that  cafe,  be- 
fides  the  two  bars  he  has  a  right  to  for  the 
(lave  bought  through  his  medium,  ^hat  he 
demands  above  the  real  price  is  an  addition  to 
his  profit* 

He  who  has  no  flaves  of  his  own  fuffici^ 
cntly  well  informed,  would  do  well  to  have 
feveral  interpreters  among  the  negroes  he 
employs  as  day-labourers,  and  (hould  give 
them,  as  well  as  to  the  interpreter  appointed 
by  the  governor,  the  two  bars  for  the  bar- 
gain. -  By  fo  doing  he  will  avoid  a  part  of 
the  tricks  and  importions,  to  which  he  is 
particularly  liable  when  dealing  with  Moors. 

A  bargain  concluded  by  one  of  thefc  in- 
terpreters of  the  colony  with  the  elder  Flo* 
quct,  fufficiently  proves  the  impofition  1 
have  juft  fpoken  of.  The  Moors  alked  (even 
pieces  of  guinea-blues  for  each  flave  ;  the 
interpreter  told  Floquet  that  they  demanded 
nine,  and  he  agreed  to  give  them*  In  the 
cvenhig  the  Moors  fent  him  a  flave,  who 
came  at  a  moment  when  the  interpreter  was 
abfent.      On   receiving  him,  Floquet  gave 

nine 
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aine  pieces  of  guinea-blues,  having  in  the 
morning  paid  the  interpreter  for  feveral  others 
in  the  fame  manner.  The  Moors,  however, 
took  only  feven,  and  returned  the  other  two* 
This  difference  aftonilhed  Floquet  ;  he  fent 
for  a  little  negrefs  who  fpoke  Arabic,  and 
learned  from  her  that  the  Moors  a(ked  only  ' 
feven  pieces  for  this  flave,  being  what  they 
had  received  for  the  others  in  the  morning. 
The  Moors  preferred  their  complaint  of  this 
knavery  to  the  ngiayor  of  the  town  ;  Fioquet 
laid  his  before  the  governor,  and  the  negro 
interpreter  was  publicly  punifhed. 

However  the  interpreter  may  cheat,  they 
muû  not  be  (lighted,  unlefs  by  a  man  per* 
feâtly  acquainted  with  the  country.  For 
when  .they  fee  that  they  are  fufpeâed,  aixd 
that  their  diflionefty  is  known,  they  never 
fail  to  find  a  thoufand  reafons  to  iniinuate 
into  the  minds  of  the  Moors,  by  way  of 
keeping  them  from  the  houfes  of  the  whites^ 
df  whom  they  wifli  to  be  revenged.  Ta 
avoid  this  inconvenience,  it  is  neceflary  to 
have  negroes  paid  by  the  month,  who,  being 
dîfpérfed  upon  the  continent,  give  notice  of 
thie  moment,  when  the  Moors  arrive  'witfa 

their 
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their  captives»  The  traders  then  go  out  ta 
meet  them^  and  it  feldoni  happens  that  the 
bargain  is  not  immediately  concluded* 

Nor  roQÙ,  it  be  forgot  to  treat  thefe  favagcs 
with  the  pohteft  regard,  and  to  quit  every  oc* 
cupation  v^rhen  they  arrive^  The  captains  of 
ihips  who  are  frequently  wanting  in  thofe  at- 
tentions which  they  expeâ,  feldom  fucceed  in 
the  négociations  they  undertake»  For  the 
MoorSy  humiliated  at  feeing  themselves  in  a 
manoer  defpifed,  chufe  rather  to  repair  ta  the 
boufes  of  thofe  whites,  who,  accuilomed  to 
their  u  fages,  always  receive  them  with  kindnefs^ 
The  precautions  here  reccMnmended  in  deal- 
ing with  the  Moors,  hold  good  as  tù  the  ne** 
groes  ;  it  is,  however,  to  be  obferved,  in  trad- 
ing with  the  latter,  that  they  never  take  in^ 
terpreters;  being  fure  of  findiag  negroes  of 
thdr  natioain  the  houfes  of  the  whites,  they 
go  thither  without  precaution;  debace  the 
bargain  perfonally  ;  and  take  immediate  pof« 
ikSioii  a£  the  articles  agreed  ûponu 
'■•  Whiethcr  dealing  with  the  Moors,  or  wirib 
the  negroes  of  whatever  nation,  it  is  necefiary 
to  faarre  a  room  called  the  palabre ^  in  othdr 
wordst  301  apartment  in  which  there  a«t 
Î  neither 


COAST  OF  AFRICA.^  »8c 

pekbcr  goods  nor  furniture  ;  othcrwife  there 
would  be  great  danger  of  theft. 

The  palabres,  often  laft  two  hours,  and  dur- 
ixig  all  that  time,  the  people  who  follow  the 
principals,  fcrutinize  every  corner  with  their 
cycs^  to  fee  if  it  be  poffibk  to  ftcal,  while 
the  bargain  for  goods  or  Haves  is  making. 

They  never  agree  upon  the  firft  interview; 
they  arc  defirous  of  feeing  whether  the  mer- 
chandize of  the  other  houfes  be  not  of  a  better 
quality,  or  eafier  purchafe. 
,-.If  they  be  negroes,  they  are  plied  with 
liquor;  for,  though  Mahometans,  they  will 
accept  annifeed  water,  or  brandy.  They 
drink  till  they  lofe  their  reafon,  and  then  ftrikc 
their  bargains.  If  Moors,  fugar  and  water 
is  given  them  at  difcretion,  and  fometimes 
brandy  ;  although  followers  of  Mahomet  alfo, 
they  will  not  refpfe  it,  particularly  the 
princes.  « 

It  fometimes  happens  that  they  are  regaled 
in  vain  f  it  is  therefore  prudent  in  the  mer- 
chant who  is  dealing  with  them,  to  give  them 
nothing  to  drink  until  he  is  nearly  fure  of 
coming  to  an  agreement. 

As  thefe  people  generally  praftife  hofjrita- 
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lîty ,  they  cat  and  drink  at  the  houfcs  of  the 
whites  without  any  fenfe  of  obligation,  be- 
caufc  in  their  placo^  they  would  treat  as 
willingly  as  they  fuffcr  themfehres  to  be 
treated. 

The  Poules  feldom  or  never  bring  their 
captives  to  fale  ;  they  carry  their  commodities 
lo  the  colony,  but  they  will  not  drink.  Their 
palabres  ZTt  of  fhorter  duration;  and  when 
they  fee  any  merchandize  that  fuits  them, 
they  give  in  exchange  the  money  they  have 
procured  at  thé  colony^  by  felling  their  mil- 
let, {kins,  elephants  teeth,.  &c.  Iron  and 
wool  are  the  articles,  the  want  of  which  draws 
thetti  to  the  colony. 

Trade  with  this  nation  is  carried  on  at  Sene- 

r 

gal  only  from»  January  to  June;  and  hence 
it  is,  that  after  that  period,  it  becomes  need- 
Icfs  to  fend  out  iron,  thefe  people  being  the 
principal  confumers.  Thoy  make  their 
other  purchafes  in  the  voyage  of  Galam,  as 
well  as  among  the  Saracolets,  the  Salriquets, 
and  the  Moors  fettled  on  the  upper  part  of  the 
river. 

There   are   three   modes   of  making  this 
voyage  ;  nor  has  it  yet  been  decided  which  of 

the 
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the  three  is  the  beft.  The  firft  and  moft 
praftiTcd  by  Europeans  is,  to  enter  into  an  en- 
gagenacnt  with  a  negro  inhabitant,  who  pur- 
pofes  undertaking  the  expedition.  In  this  cafe^ 
the  number  of  bars  he  is  to  receive  for  each 
flave  is  agreed  upon  ;  or  elfe  a  bargain  is 
made  by  the  great,  and  he  is  allowed  1 20  or 
13a  bars,  fometimes  more,  according  to  cir- 
cumftances.  He  requires  full  bars,  among^ 
which  he  infifts  upon  eight  pieces  of  guinea- 
blues.  He  then  becomes  ânfwerablè  for  all 
events,  and  the  Galam  voyage  is  at  his  own 
rift  and  peril.  If  it  prove  unfuccefsful,  his 
Tapade's  captives,  to  whom  the  creditor's 
rights  extend,    are  his  fecurity. 

In  the  fecond  manner,  the  inhabitant  will 
be  content  with  100  full  bars,  but  is  not 
anfwerable  for  events  or  mortality.  * 

The  firft  of  thefe  two  modes  is  without 
difpute  the  more  advantageous,  although  the 
flave  is  purchafed  at  a  dearer  rate.  In  either 
way  the  negro  is  a  great  gainer,  even  though 
fome  loflcs  fhould  attend  his  expedition. 

The  third  motive,  which  is  to  perform  it 
in  perfon,  would  doubtlefs  be  preferable  to 
the  other  two,  if  the  whites  could  fupport 

fo 
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fo  laborious  a  vo}'age  ;  but  as  they  almofl:  at^ 
fall  fick,  the  negroes  avail  themfelvcs  of  it. 
All  the  faults,  and  all  the  misfortunes  fall 
upon  the  whites,  and  all  the  profit  goes  to 
the  negroes.  The  only  advantage  that  can 
be  derived  from  going  there  is  a  knowledge 
of  the  value  of  merchandize  upon  the  rivcr> 
which  enables  the  trader  to  avoid  the  impo* 
litions  of  the  negroes  in  making  out  their 
accounts  in  future  voyages. 

Several  whites  have  tried  a  fourth  manner  ; 
that  is,  to  freight  a  veffel  themfelves,  and 
fend,  at  their  own  -expence,  an  inhabitant 
charged  with  the  care  of  their  intereft* 

This  mode  is  more  productive  than  the 
others  ;  but  the  profits  muft  be  ihared  with 
the  captain,  who  brings  to  account  nothing 
but  full  bars,  and  takes  the  fait  for  himfelf  ; 
always  affirming  that  he  has  been  qbliged  to 
throw  it  overboard,  on  preffing  occafions,  or 
for  fome  other  reafons,  of  wJiich  it  is  impof- 
fible  to  prove  the  falfity.  This  is  the  mode 
the  negroes  like  the  beft,  being  fure  of  gain* 
ing  in  expeditions  of  this  kind. 

However,  though  they  thieve  as  much  as 
they  can,,  it  is  ftill  the  moft  advantageous  of 

all 
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all  to  the  trader.  To  infure  fuccefs  it  is  only 
neceflary  to  find  the  leaft  rafcally  negro,  and 
to  be  acquainted  with  the  value  of  goods 
upon  the  river. 

The  voyage  to  Galam  is  the  heft  in  point 
of  profit,  though  the  moft  dangerous  in  re- 
gard to  the  trouble  and  fatigue  that  inceffantly 
attend  upon  the  adventurer. 

It  muft  be  obferved  that  there  are  articles 
at  the  colony,  of  which  the  price  is  fixed, 
and  which  cannot  be  refufed  in  payment  of 
the  expences  of  the  above  voyage. 

Such,  at  leaft,  was  the  cuftom  from  the 
firft  exiftence  of  the  colony  to  1 785,  when  I 
undertook  myfelf  to  trade  to  Galam.  Their 
price  and  currency  is  invariable  ;  but  all  arti- 
cles, not  included  in  the  note  fubjoined,  may 
be  rejedted,  although  articles  of  trade.  The 
cuftom  at  Goree  is  totally  different  :  there 
the  value  of  bars  is  fettled  in  money,  and  never 
in  goods. 

The  following  are  the  articles  which,  at 
Senegal,  have  always  the  fame  value,  and 
which  cannot  be  refufed  in  payment. 

Bars.  French  money. 

A  piece  of  guinea-blue     -     10     50  livres. 
An  ordinary  muiket         *       6     30 

U  Two 
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Bars.  French  monef. 

T^vb  pounds  of  powder  -15  livres. 
One  hilpdred  toufket-flints     t       5 
One  hundred  mulkct-balls       i        5 
Four  quires  of  paper      -15 
Four   wedges  of  Swedifli 

iron,  two  inches  and  a 

half  broad,  nine  inches 

long^  and  feven  or  eight 

lines    thick,    weighing 

together  141b.  -         i        ^ 

N.B.  French  Weight  and meafure, 
A  handfome  mulket 

ibmetimes  accepted 

for         •»         -         -         10     ^6 

Ï  do  not  pretend  to  fay  that  thcfe  goods  are 
of  the  value  I  rate  theni  at  here  in  French 
money  ;  but  only  that  they  pafs  for  that  va- 
lue at  the  colony  of  Senegal.  As  it  never 
varies,  no  difpute  arifes  from  tendering 
them. 

Fourteen  pounds  of  iron,  even  when  not 
cut  into  wedges,  are  not  refufed  ;  but  it  is 
moft  advantageous  to  give  them  cut,  as  by 
that  method  a  pound  in  a  bar  is  faved,  which, 
in  a  quantity,  produces  a  very  great  profit. 

The 
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ff 

The  bar  is  an  imaginary  money,  in  goods 
only,  and  not  in  cafli.  This  obfervation  fuf- 
fices  to  make  known  the  difference  between 
full  and  fmall  bars.  A  bar  cpunting  for  five 
livres,  the  inhabitant  has  a  greater  profit,  or 
rather  fuffers  lefs  lofs  in  taking  a  piîéce  of 
guinea*blue  for  ten  bars,  than  one  hundred 
mufket-flints,  two  pounds  of  powder^  or  tWo 
pounds  of  tobacco  for  a  bar.  The  difference 
is  evident  enough. 

Four  pieces  of  twenty-four  fous  make  a 
bar  at  Senegal.  At  Gorec  the  bar  confifts  of 
four  pieces  of  twenty-four  fous,  and  one  of 
fix.     At  Senegal  the  dollar  pafles  only  for  a 

bar. 

At  Goree  fix  fous  are  added  to  the  dollar  to 
make  up  a  ban  The  French  crown  there^ 
as  well  as  at  Senegal,  is  worth  a  bar  and  a 
fifth  ;  but  in  the  river  Salum  a  bar  is  only 
equal  to  a  dollar. 

Before  I  proceed  to  the  pay  and  expences  of 
the  Gabm  voyage,  I  think  it  fitting  to  give 
a  note  of  the  articles  current  in  the  flavc- 
trade,  and  of  thofe  that  ferve  only  for  the 
confumption  of  the  inhabitants  of  both  co* 
lonies. 

U  a  CHAR 
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General Jlatement  offuch  merchandize  as  is  nC'^ 
cejfary  to  carry  on  trade  in  the  river  ofSene^ 
gal^  GoreCj  &c. 

FIRST  Article,  Guinea-blues  of  India,  of 
a  fine  texture,  a  deep  blue,  approaching  to 
black.  This  article  is  moft  necefiary  at  Se- 
negal, either  for  the  gum  or  the  flave-trade, 
with  the  Moors.  The  fineft  fort  produce 
the  greateft  profit. 

Such  guinea-blues  as  are  manufaâured  at 
Rouen,  or  other  parts  of  France,  fhould  be 
rejected,  for  the  Moors  will  not  buy  them. 

2,  and  3«  Single  and  double-barrelled 
mulkets,  four  feet  eight  and  nine  inches  in 
length,  large  bore,  bronzed  and  gilt,  light 
ftock  and  filver.  plate.  Thefc  arms  are  pur- 
chafed  by  the  Moors,  as  alfo  in  the  Galam 
trade,  for  the  Saracolets  of  the  caravans. 
They  begin  to  be  in  rcqueft  among  the  Yolof 
negroes. 

4.  Am* 
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4.  Ammunition-muikets,  called  trade- 
muiketSy  without  bayonets,  with  wooden 
ram-rods,  are  good  articles  of  trade  for  ne* 
groes  in  general;  mounted  with  iron  for 
Senegal  and  up  the  river  ;  but  with  copper 
for  Goree  and  the  neighbouring  country. 

5.  Buccaneer  muikets,  five  feet  four  inches 
high,  and  proof,  if  poflible.  This  article  is 
much  in  requeft  among  the  negroes.  It  has 
no  current  value  in  trade,  but  is  fold  for 
more  or  lefs  bars,  according  to  the  quality; 
and  quantity  that  happens  to  be  in  the  co« 
lony. 

6.  Holfter  piftols,  fingle  and  double-bar- 
relled ;  this  article  is  in  very  little  demand. 
The  brace  of  piftols  is  eAimated  as  .a  muf- 
ket. 

7.  Cutlaffes,  with  red  fcabbards,  of  no  ufe 
to  the  Moors,  but  in  much  demand  among 
the  negroes. 

8.  Flemifh  knives,  with  copper  chapes; 
ufelefs  at  Sengal,  but  faleable  at  Goree  ;  they 
are  ufed  as  poniards. 

9^  and  lo.  Muiket-balls.  An  article  in 
great  demand  among  the  Moors  and  negroes. 

1 1 ,  and  1 2.  Flints,  fine  and  coarfe  ;  fine 
for  the  Moors,  and  coarfe  for  the  negroes. 

U  3  13.  Engli(h 
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13.  Engliih  clafp-knivcs  ;  the  bcft  pofliblc  ; 
they  only  fell  iii  proportion  to  their  quality. 
A  moft  ufeful  article  among  the  Moors; 
they  make  ufe  of  them  to  bleed  their  cattle. 

14;  S^v^edifh  iron^plates,  without  flaws, 
two  inches  four  lines  in  width,  feven  lines 
thick,  for  Senegal. 

15.  French-iron  platesy  one  inch  four 
lines  in  width,  three  or  four  lines  thick  ;  a 
good  article  for  Goree.  Thefe  two  articles 
are  effentially  necefTary,  and  may  be  taken 
in  the  greateft  quantity  poffible  ;  they  are 
fold  to  advantage  from  the  month  of  Febru- 
ary to  the  month  of  June  inclufively  ;  but 
afterwards  are  almoft  ufelefs. 

16.  Dollars  ;  a  thing  of  the  firft  confe- 
quence  at  Goree,  and  without  which  it  is 
impoffible  to  trade;  at  Senegal,  however, 
they  can  be  difpenfed  with. 

1 7.  Coarfe  linens,  called  platellei. 

1 8.  Brittany  linens. 

1 9.  Common  printed  cottons. 

20.  Englifli  v/ool,  red,  yellow,  and  green, 
all  of  a  good  dye  ;  the  quality  fhould  be  ex- 
cellent ;  there  fliould  be  but  little  green  an4 
yellow.     This  article  is  extremely  profitable, 

particularly 
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particularly  at  Senegal;  it  is  fold  all  the 
year  round,  but  the  briflceft  time  of  fale  is  in 
January  and  February,  at  the  return  from 
Galam  ;  and  June  and  July,  when  prepara- 
tions are  making  for  that  voyage, 

z  I .   Red  and  yellow  ferges. 

22.  London  fcarlet  cloth;  it  is  adapted 
to  their  tafte,  and  is  always  neceflary  for  the 
trade. 

2r3.  Brandy,  for  Senegal,  Galam,  and  Co- 
rée ;  the  Moors  and  the  Poules  do  not  con- 
fume  any. 

24.  Stout  paper.  * 

25.  Virginia  tobacco. 

26.  Silver  bells,  proper  for  Galam. 

27.  Silver  mortottes^  not  very  neceflary. 

28.  Silver  hand-bells,  unneceflary  at  Sene- 
gal, but  proper  for  Goree. 

29.  Copper  bafonsr,  for  Goree  and  the 
Poules. 

30.  Cloves. 

31.  Small  iciflkrs. 

32.  Small  padlocks. 

33.  Steels  to  ftrike  light, 

34.  Combs,  of  wood  or  box. 
^^.  Tin  tobacco-boxes,  painted, 

U  4  ^6.  SnufF- 
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26.   SnufF-boxes,  Uqed  with  Icîuî* 

37,   Small  looking-glafTes. 

All  thefe  are  current  articles  of  trade,  a^ 
well  as  the  glafs  and  bead  branch ,  which 
varies  according  to  the  tinie  of  the  year,  aq4 
the  quantity  at  market. 


1 1 
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v.  » 

t 

j9r  tides  rf glafs  and  beads  y  which  arc  always  m 

demand. 

t.       < 

FIRST  Article.  Amber,  No.  ^,  3,  and  4, 
proper  in  the  Galam  voyage  for  the  purchafe 
of  gold. 

2.  Fine  coral,  from  eight  to  nine  lines  in 
length',  three  lines  in  diameter,  and  very 
clear.  At  Galam  this  article  goes  for  its 
weight  in  gold.  Coral  of  a  fmaller  fizc  may 
ineet  with  a  n^arket,  but  the  very  fms^U  fort 
will  fcarcely  find  a  purchafer. 

3.  Round  cornelians,  cut,  and  very  tran- 
fparent  ;  an  article  of  no  value  at  Senegal, 
but  of  the  firft  neceffity  at  Goree. 

4i  Black 
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4«  Black  point  ;  an  article  quite  ufelefs 
at  Senegal.  There  are  upwards  of  twenty  dif- 
ferent kinds,  which  are  all  in  demand  at  Go* 
rçe,  &c. 

5.  Tobacco  pipes,  an  inch  long.  This 
ware,  is  fold  to  advantage  only  among  the 
Poules.  Deputies  from  Doumons  requeftcd 
me  not  to  have  them  cut  fo  fhort,  as  in  that 
cafe  they  were  no  better  than  pebbles  ;  for 
this  reafon  it  is  that  I  prefcribe  their  length. 

6.  Drinking-glafles,  yellow,  green,  black, 
and  white.  The  two  forts  moft  in  requeft 
arc  the  black  and  white.  This  glafs-ware 
fells  extremely  well  at  Senegal,  and  in  the 
following  proportions  ;  one  half  in  white,  a 
quarter  black,  one  eighth  green,  and  the  fame 
proportion  of  yellow. 

7.  AfTortments  of  mock  cryftal.  Small 
ones  do  not  fell.     They  muft  be  of  a  middle 

m 

fixe,  white,  or  rather  of  a  glafs  colour.  Azure 
coloured  cryftal  is  alfb  much  in  requeft.  This 
kind  of  glafs-ware  ferves  the  negroes  for  the 
purchafe  of  millet,  poultry,  game,  fifli,  &c. 
There  is  a  great  confumption  of  it,  and  if 
care  be  taken  to  chufe  the  larger  fort,  too 
tnuch  cannot  be  had.     This  article  produces 

always 


tgS  VOYAGES  TO  THE 

always  an  îmmenfe  profit ,  even  in  times  leafl: 
advantageous. 

8.  Pigeons  eggs  of  the  fort  called  tourne^' 
culs  y  white,  and  blue. 

9.  Pebbles,  white,  black,  and  red.  This 
is  the  moft  current  kind  of  glafs-ware.  It  is 
ufeful  among  the  Yolof  nation  to  purchafe 
millet,  fait,  Sec  The  Moors  and  the  negro 
inhabitants  of  the  interior  part  of  the  country, 
hold  that  commodity  in  high  eftimation. 

.  10.  Snow-white,  round  and  cut  out  in  the 
form  of  barley-corns  is  preferred  at  Senegal. 
This  article  is  more  beneficial  than  even 
amber  or  coral  ;  but  too  great  a  ftock  ihould 
not  be  laid  in  ;  for  in  fuch  cafes,  it  lowers  the 
market,  as  it  is  not  a  commodity  of  the  firft 
neceffity. 

I  i .  White  agate  ;  it  is  fufficient  to  provide 
a  fmall  quantity  only  of  this  article,  as  it  is 
not  productive.  It  is  even  fold  at  a  lofs,  but 
is  neceflkry  to  complete  the  aifortment  of  glafs 
wares. 

i2p  Mock  coral  ;  an  article  in  great  requeft 
at  Goree,  but  not  faleable  at  Senegal. 
-    1 3,  Mock  garnets,  for  the  trade  of  Gorcc 
and  the  neighbouring  country  only. 

14. 


COAST  OF  AFRICA.  499 

14.  Mock  coral  beads.  This  fpccies  of 
glafs-warc,  though  very  beautiful,  does  not 
however  pafs  ia  the  Have  trade  ;  it  lells  only 
among  the  inhabitants  of  Senegal*  and  GcM-ee, 
and  is  one  of  the  moft  eflëntial  articles  of 
coration  in  the  drefs  of  their  young  wo- 
men;. 

The  fourteen  articles  above-mentioned  fbrm 
forty-four  different  kinds  of  glafsrware,  which 
have  all  a  currency  in  either  colony  ;  but  the 
aifortments  mud:  be  made  up  according  to 
the  greater  or  lefs  demand  for  them;  for 
fbme  of  them  may  be  difpenfed  with,  while 
others  are  abfolutely  neceffary. 

The  above-jîientioned  articles  of  glafs- 
ware,  which  of  themfelves  are  nothing,  fincc 
their  value  is  only  ideal  and  momentary,  are 
neverthelefe  indifpenfibly  neceflary  in  order 
to  trade  to  advantage.  One  may  trade  indeed 
without  them,  but  then  one  lofes  the  benefit 
of  the  fmall  bars  in  the  river  expeditions  :  for 
example,  a  bundle  of  fnow- white  makes  four 
bars  at  the  colony,  and  eight  at  Galam.  Iq  1 785, 
the  bundle  coft  me  in  France  5^  fous,  being 
compofed  of  forty  firings.  At  Senegal  the 
bundle  is  only  of  ten  ftrings  ;  in  the  river  and  at 

Galam  y 
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Galam,  it  is  only  between  three  and  five^  ac« 
cording  to  the  fcarcity or  abundance  of  glafs- 
ware  ;  for  this  reafon  it  is  that  one  fliould 
have  good  aflbrtments  without  having  too 
much  of  any  one  article^  for  the  defire  of 
gain  is  but  too  apt  to  make  us  take  a  greater 
quantity  than  we  can  fell.  By  following 
this  mode,  a  perfon  will  always  derive  a  very 
confiderable  benefit  from  his  capital,  and  after 
a  fhort  refidence  at  Senegal,  he  will  always  be 
aWe  to  get  the  money  neceflary  to  carry  on 
as  extenfive  a  traffic  as  he  may  wiih. 


CHAP.    III. 

« 

articles  of  confum^itm  and  of  advantageous 
falefar  the  inhabitants  ofGoree  and  Senegal^ 
but  which  are  not  marketable  in  tbejlave 
trade. 

1 .  Bordeaux  wines. 

2.  Anifeed  water. 

3.  Flour  in  barrels. 

4.  Dried  fruits. 

5.  Sugar  plumbs  and  confcrves. 

6.  Negroes  hats. 

7.  Red 
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7*  Red  flippers,   with  a  few   green  and 
yellQW. 

8.  Sailors  linen  trowfers. 

9.  Sailors  blue  fhirts. 

10.  Large  knives. 

1 1 .  Large  fciffars. 

1 2.  An  aflbrtment  of  files. 

1 3.  An  aflbrtment  of  hammers. 

1 4.  Watches,  fteel  fprings, 

1 5.  Silks  of  good  quality,   and  of  divers 
fbrts. 

1 6.  Axes  of  the  firft  quality.     They  are 
neceflary  in  every  houfehold. 

1 7.  Adzes,  and  carpenters  tools. 

18.  Planes,  and  joiners  tools. 

19.  Pens  and  ink. 

20.  Poft-paper 
2 1  •  Sealing  wax. 

22.  Common  linens. 

23.  Common  printed  cottons    go  in  ex- 
change for  flaves  at  Goree. 

24»  Mafulipatan  handkerchiefs. 
25.  Blue  and  fcarlet  cloth. 
26*  Light  fluffs  for  waifl:coats. 

27.  Englifli  needles. 

28.  Silver  buckles. 

29,  Pots 
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Z9*  Pots  of  ^pomatum. 

30.  Rolls  of  pomatum. 

31.  Various  perfumes. 

32.  Drinking  glaffes^  flat  bottomed* 

33.  Lanterns. 

34.  Small  (hot.    It  is  current  in  the  flave 
.  trade.  . 

2S*  Black  pepper  and  fpices. 

36.  Funnels,  cofFee-^ots,  and  meafures. 

37.  Weights,  fcales,  drachms,  grains^  &c. 

38.  Plate  copper,  for  the  Moors. 

All  the  foregoing  articles  are  to  be  advan-> 
tageoufly  difpofed  of  on  the  return  from  Ga- 
1am.  The  inhabitant  then  denies  himfelf 
nothing  ;  but  at  the  beginning  of  the  voyage 
thefe  articles  are  ufelcfs.  They  fhould  there- 
fore be  only  confidered  as  neceffary,  and  pro- 
vided in  fmall  quantities.  A  perfon  would 
be  very  much  difappointed  ihould  he  reft  the 
benefit  of  his  voyage  on  thofe  articles  which 
are  not  vendible  but  on  the  return  from  Ga- 
km.  On  the  contrarv,  when  a  veflel  fails 
from  France  with  a  view  of  arriving  at  the 
colony  by  the  end  of  May,  it  is  then  proper 
to  bring  the  neceffary  articles  of  traffic,  and 
not  the  ftaple  articles  of  the  flave  trade. 

I .  Deal 
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!•  Deal  boards,  ten  feet  long,  from  nine  to 

ten  inches  wide,  and  an  inch  thick. 
2%  Oak  planks  for  fhipping. 

3.  Nails. 

4.  Pitch  and  tar. 

5.  White  lead  and  verdegreafc. 

6.  Canvas. 

7.  Oars. 

8.  Old  ropes  and  oakum. 

9.  Grappling  irons  and  anchors. 

10.  All  the  articles  neceflary  to  facilitate 
the  means  of  performing  the  voyage  to  Galam, 
which  is,  as  it  were,  the  haryeft  of  all  thefe 
countries.  Then  the  negro  proprietors  can- 
not indulge  themfelves  in  fanciful  purchafes. 
Whereas  on  the  return  from  thence,  the 
hopes  of  being  employed  by  the  Europeans, 
either  in  the  river  trade  or  at  the  colony;  the 
diflance  of  the  next  voyage  to  Galam  ;  the 
want  and  toils  they  have  undergone  in  that 
they  have  juft  performed  ;  the  money  or  the 
goods  they  have  received  in  payment,  all 
concur  in  tempting  them  to  procure  what- 
ever would  gratify  their  defires.  They  bar- 
gain little,  and  readily  pay  as  long  as  their 
money  lafts.     If  credit  be  given  them,  it  is 

difficult 
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difficult  to  obtain  payment.  Recourfc  muft 
in  fuch  cafe  be  had  to  the  law,  and  a  man  is 
•then  confidered  as  the  enemy  of  the  whole 
colony. 


CHAP.     IV. 

Value  of  articles  for  thejlave  trade  at  Senegal j 
-     and  their  value  on  the  river  and  at  Galam^ 
beyond  Podor. 

At  Senegal.    On  the  river, 
bars,    livres,      bars,  livres. 

A  piece  of  guinea-blue       i  o 

A  double  barrelled  muiket  20  100 

A  iingle  barrelled  muiket, 
beft  quality    i  o 

A  common  muflcet         •     6 

A  buccaneer  muiket  i  o 

A  brace  of  holflerpiftols, 

fingle  barrelled     -  6     30         8     40 

A  brace  of  double  bar- 
relled ditto         —         ] 

A  common  cutlafs 

Two  pound  of  gunpowder 

A  hundred  muiket  balls 

A  piece  of  coarfe  linen     - 

A  piece 
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At  Senega].    On  the  river, 
bars,    livres.      bars,  livres» 

A  piece  of  Brittany,  Imen   315  4  20 

Four  quire  of  paper         -15  i  5 
Two  pound  of  Virginia 

tobacco        —               15  3^5 

Ten  fmall  looking- glaffes     i       5  10  50 

Ten  fnuflf-boxes         ■■■         i       5  10  50 

Ten  fteels  for  ftriking  fire  i       5  S  ^S 

Ten  fmall  knives    —1.5  S  ^5 

Ten  box  combs        •—         15  S  ^S 

Four  Engliih  clafp  knives   15  4  20 

An  eighth  of  fcarlet  cloth    i       5  210 

Four  ounces  of  wool            15  4  20 

Foin  quarts  of  brandy          i       5  4  20  . 

The  produce  of  the  glafs-ware  befides  muft 
be  eftimated,  which  in  the  river  trade,  is  four 
times  the  value  of  its  currency  at  SenegaL 
Another  great  advantage  arifes  from  the  arti« 
cles  of  glafs-ware  and  fuch  trifles  as  looking- 
glailes,  &c.  being  what  are  called  low  bars,  - 
nor  is  it  aftonifliing  that  the  inhabitants  when 
going  to  Galam  will  not  receive  them  as  full 
bars,  unlefs  they  be  furnifhed  at  the  colony 
price,  and  even  when  they  afford  a  ^ery  con- 
fiderablc  profit. 

X  CHAP. 
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C  H  A  P     V. 

Direâiions  for  a  vejfel  bound  to  Galam^  with  a 
view  of  purchafing  an  hundred Jlaves  at  leajlm 
Precautions  necejfary  as  to  the  vejfel  ;  amount 
of  duties  previous  to  trading  ;  expences  of 
the  crew  and  negroes  on  the  return  fr&m 
thence. 

IN  the  firfl:  places  as  to  tljeveflcl,  (he 
muft  be  well  barricaded,  three  feet  above  the 
deck,  with  flout  planks  mulket  proof;  all 
communication  between  the  hold  and  cabin 
muft  be  cut  ofF;  there  muft  be  two  good 
boats  to  lighten  and  tow  the  (hip,  according 
as  occafion  may  require,  in  the  different  parts 
of  the  river.  She  (hould  be  well  armed  to 
be  able  to  refifl  in  cafe  of  an  attack.  Every 
man  of  the  crew  (hould  have  a  mu(ket,  and 
cutlafs.  Fifty  pair  of  fetters  are  fufficient  for 
the  (laves,  being*  almoft  aU  Banbaras,  from 
whom  no  revolt  is  to  be  apprehended,  and 
who  are  feldom  put  in  irons  ;  they  are  necef* 
fary  how:ever,  for  the  criminals,  whom  the 
Saracolet  nation,  inflead  of  putting  to  death, 

fell 
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fell  to  the  Europeans.  Thefe  latter  cannot 
be  too  much  guarded  againft  :  it  would  even 
be  advifeable,  if  poffible,  to  feparate  them 
from  the  Banbaras,  a  mild  nation,  but  capa- 
ble of  recurring  to  the  moft  dreadful  extre- 
mitieSy   when  heated  by  paffion. 

A  captain  (hould  be  had  perfe£tly  acquainted 
with  the,  working  of  the  (hip,  the  river,  and 
the  language  of  the  nations  among  which  it 
is  intended  to  trade. 

The  mate  ought,  if  pofTible,  to  have  the 
qualifications  of  the  captain,  one  being  em- 
ployed in  trading  on  fhore,  while  the  other 
remaining  on  board,  fhould  be  able  to  trade 
there,  work  the  (hip,  direâ:  the  courfe,  take 
care  of  the  flaves,  and  keep  up  good  order 
among  the  crew. 

There  muft  alfo  be  five  gourmets,  namely, 
two  to  afi;  as  fteerfmen,  one  as  carpenter, 
one  as  failmaker,  and  one  as  boatfwain  :  the 
laft  is  called  linguift.  They  all  pafs  for  gour- 
mets, that  is  negro  officers,  live  together, 
and  receive  the  fame  pay. 

Twenty  four  laptots,  or  negro  (ailors. 

Four  pileufes  to  pound  the  millet,  and 
drefs  the  viétuals,  and  as  many  rapafles  as 

X  2  offer 
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offer  their  fervices,  no  matter  what  be  their 
age.  Thefe  rapafles  are  negro  children,  who 
undertake  the  voyage  gratis,  with  a  view  of 
making  themfelves  acquainted  with  the  river, 
and  the  languages  of  the  nations  on  its  banks. 
They  arc  of  great  ufe  on  all  occafions,  and 
therefore  ought  not  to  be  refufed,  cfpecially 
as  their  food  being  taken  from  the  general 
allowance,  they  coft  thé  owner  nothing,  and 
are  of  the  greateft  utility  to  his  enterprife. 

Expences  of  a  vejfel  trading  tt>  Galam  for  a 
hundred  Jlaves .  lT)e  duties  as  paid  in  1785. 
The  voyage  of  five  entire  months. 

* 

Bars.     Livres» 

The  captain,  his  pay  is  fixtcen 
bars  per  month.  He  is  allowed 
beûdes  a  bottle  of  wine  a  day, 
which  amounts  to  four  bars  per 
month.     Five  months  make  100     500 

The  mate  at  eight  bars  per 
month,  a  bottle  of  wine  or  brandy 
per  week,  an  expence  equal  to  one 
bar  per  month,  and  making  in  all 
^le  bars  per  month  Five  months      45     2^25 


Carried  over  145     12^ 
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Bars.     Livres. 

Brought  over     145     725 

The  boàtfwaîn,    five  bars  per    . 
mouth,  and  one  for  wine,  make 
for  fi.ve  months  -         -  30     150 

The  two  fteerfmen,  the  carpen- 
ter, and  the  fail- maker,  the  fame 
pay  as  the  boatfwaJ^i  -         izo     600 

Twenty  four  Uptots  at  three 
bars  per  month,  fo;*  five  months 
niake        -  -  .  j5o  iSotf 

The  allowance  of  fait,  which 
in  1785  coft  a  bar  per  barrel  at 
the  colony^  muftalfo  be  reckoned 
the  whole  free  of  freight  up  the 
river 


The  captain  four  barrels 

4 

20 

The  mate  two  barrels 

z 

IQ 

The  boatfwain  two  barrels 

2 

10 

The  four  gourmets  one  and  half 

barrel  each 

6 

30 

Twenty-four  laptots  a    barrel 

each                -                - 

24 

lao 

Four  pileufes  half  a  barrel  each 

2 

10 

Total  expence  of  the  crew  755  3775 

X3  It 
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It  mu  ft  be  obferved  that  the  barrel  of  fait 
is  the  barrel  of  Bordeaux,  and  fait  is  an  eflen* 
tial  article  for  the  negroes  who .  go  up  to 
Galam.  ft  muft  be  carried  for  them  free  of 
freight,  as  well  as  the  articles  they  procure 
in  return.  They  would  not  undertake  the 
voyage  wîtRout  conditions,  for  fait  ferves 
them  to  buy  pagns,  'woodeh  mortars  to 
pound  their  millet,  tobacco,  dry  kidney 
beans,  and  à  thoufand  other  articles,  which 
are  of  indifpenfable  neceffity  to"  them,  and 
highly  ufeful  in  their  houfe-keeping,  Thofe 
who  do  not  ftand  in  need  of  fuch  .articles, 
fell  their  fiilt  for  gold,  at  a  dearer  or  cheaper 
rate,  according  to  the  wants  of  the  Saraco- 
lets,  fix,  feven,  and  even  eight  drachms  per 
barrel.  The  gold  fells  at  Senegal  for  two 
bars  a  drachm,  that  is  ten  livrés  ;  thé  barrel  of 
fklt  is  confequently  worth  to  the  laptots  60, 
70,  or  80  livres,  according  tb  the  variation 
of  circumftantes.  It  even  produces  them 
more,  wheA  they  difpofe  of  it  to  procure 
the  above-mentioned  articles.  It  is  not  then 
to  be  wondered  at  if  all  the  negroes  fet  fo 
high  a  value  on  this  commodity. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP.    VI. 

"Expences  far  the  proFutfions  of.  -^     iw  as  above. 

A  mcafure  of  meal  is  neceflary  for  each 
perfbn  of  the  crew  every  day,  making  35 
meafuresy  which,  multiplied  by  30,  for  each 
month,  of  a  voyage  of  five,  amount  to  5,250 
meafures  of  millet.^ 

Half  a  pound  of  meat  for  each  laptot,  and 
pileufe,  a  pound  each  for  the  gourmets  ;  a 
pound  and  a  half  each  for  the  captain  and 
mate,  make  22  pounds  of  meat  per  day,  which 
multiplied  by  30  for  each  month  of  a  voyage 
of  five,   amount  to  3300  pounds  of  meat. 

Millet  is  bought  by  the  matar.  The  matar 
contains  40  meafures  ;  then  151250  meafures 
make  131  I  matars. 

The  matar  cofts  in  the  river 
four  cubits  of  guinea-blues:  in 
a  piece  of  13!  ells  three  are  about 
29  or  30  cubits  ;  a  piece  then  will 
purchafc  only  eight  matars  and 
a  half;  confequently  131 1  matars 
require  15!  pieces  of  guinea-blues 
at  ten    bars  a  piece      —  —  155     775 

X  4  Meat 
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Bars*  IjKfttB^» 

Brought  over   155     775 

Meat  is  bought  as  follows  :  an 
ox,  for  a  mulket  of  the  better 
kind  among  the  Moors,  for  an 
ordinary  one  among  the  negroes. 
A  piece  of  guinea  blues  will  pur- 
chafe  a  dozen  of  the  heavieft 
iheep  or  goats,  and  fourteen  when 
fmall. 

The  oxen  above  Podor  produce 
from  1 00  to  1 40  pounds  of  meat  : 
taking  the  mean  term  for  the 
whole  river,  each  ox  will  furnifli 
120  pounds.  3,300  divided  by 
120  pounds  give  27  i  oxen.  Let 
us  fuppofe  18,  equal  in  value  to 
28  mulket  s  of  the  better  kind, 
which  eftimated  at  Senegal  at  10 
bars  each,  make         -  -  280  140Q 

The  expence  of  feçding  the  ne- 
gro flaves  muft  alfo  be  taken  into 
account  ;  but  the  calculation  can- 
not be  exaâ;  it  is  fometimes 
more,  fometimes  lefs,  according 
to  the  number  brought  on  board 
at  the  different  periods  of  the  ex-  > 

Carried  over     435  2175 
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Bars.     LivrcL 

Brought  over  435  2 1 75 
pedition.  It  cannot  however  be 
eftimated  at  lefs  than  two  months 
provifions  for  each  flave.  A  hun- 
red  will  conllime  one  with  an- 
other at  leaft  80  meafures  of  meal 
per  day,  that  is  two  matars  :  for 
two  months  120  matars,  which 
cannot  be  procured  for  lefs  than 
14  pieces  of  guinea  blues  140     70Q 

It  is  the  cuftom  to  give  them 
meat,  to  add  fonrie  xdiQx  to  their 
forry  fare  :  lefs  than  four  ounces 
a  head  cannot  be  put  into  the 
copper;  this  according  to  the 
above  calculation  makes  25  pounds 
per  day  :  multiplying  them  by  60 
days,  the  whole  quantity  will  be 
1 500  pounds  of  meat,  which  di- 
vided by  1 20  give  a  further  want 
of  1 2  }  oxen  :  let  us  fuppofe  1 2  to 
compenfate  the  excefs  on  the  other 
iide,  at  a  muiket  per  ox,  the 
muiket  equal  to  10  bars  120     6ûo 


Total  expencp  of  provifîons     695  3475 

CHAP. 
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C  H  A  P.     VIL 

Amount  of  the  ciijloms  paidj  as  well  for  the 
liberty  of  trading  in   the  river^  as  for  the 
perquijttes  of  the  captain  and  of  the  king  of 
Galam^  the  negro  prince  of  the  greateji  con- 
fequence  in  thejlave  trade. 

BESIDES  the  above  al- 
lowance to  the  captain,  he 
has  a  right  to  two  bars  on 
each  flavc.  If  the  expedition 
turn  out  well,  and  a  hun- 
dred be  purchaled,  as  was 
purpofed,  the  captain's  dues  Bars.  LIvrcsr  Sm». 
amount  to        —  —    200    1000 

The  Baquelet  of  Galam 
for  forwarding  the  trade 
up  the   country, .  for    dif-  -   ^ 

patching  people  to  the  cara- 
vans, and  for  the  care  he 
takes  of  them,  requires  alio 
two  bars  per  flave.  Sup- 
pofing  that  one  half  be 
bougrht  above  Tamboucaiiee 
and  the  other  places  of  his 

jurifdidion, 
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Bars*     Livres.    Sool 

Brought  over  zoo     looo 
jurliîHâion,   the    duties    to 
him  will  be        —  loo       500 

The  general  duties  paid 
at  Saldee  Ihould  amount  to  625I  3128     15 


vMMWHWa 


925I    4628         15 

.  The  reft  of  the  cuftoms 
including  thofe  paid  by  the 
jking  of  Galam,  ought  not 
tp  exceed        t-  i  20       600 


1045J  5228     ij 


General  recapitulation  tfexpences. 


Wages  of  the  crew  a* 


mounting  to  755  3775 

Expence  of  provifions  695  3475 
Arnount  of  cuftoms  and 

relative  expcnces  1045 J  5228  15 


Total  expence  of  voyage 
to  Galam        — —  2495}   12478  15 

It 
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It  follows  from  this  calculation,  that  the 
cxpences  of  an  European  veffel,  fitted  out 
with  the  intention  of  purchafing  a  hundred 
flaves  at  Galano,  amount  in  all,  including 
the  cuftoms,  to  2495^  bars,  which,  eC- 
timated  according  to  their  value  at  the  colony^ 
and  not  according  to  their  river  currency, 
make  the  fum  of  12,478  livres  15  fous.  The 
value  of  the  bars  given  in  the  purchafe  of 
flaves  is  much  fmaller  than  thofe  paid  for  the 
duties,  provisions,  and  for  the  pay  of  the 
crew,  which  are  full  bars.  Hence  it  is  that 
I  have  calculated  them  according  to  their  va- 
lue at  the  colony,  and  not  at  that  they  bear 
4»  tbe  river* 

It  has  been  feen  above  that  the  provifions 
and  the  pay  of  the  <:rew  are  all  in  f4ill  bars. 
Thofe  for  the  cuftoms  are  equally  fo;  for,  in 
1785,  I  gave,  as  well  as  all  the  other  Euro* 
pean  veflels,  for  the  liberty  of  trading  among 
the  Poules,  namely,  for  the  general  duties. 

fiars.    livres.  Sow, 

Ten  pieces  of  guinea-blues  1 00  500 

Four  double  barrelled  guns  80  400 
Four  muikets  of  the  better 

kind          -            -  40  200 


Carried  over  ^20  11 00 
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Ban.    Livres.  Soui» 

Brought  over  220     1 100 
Four  cutlaffes         •         -     '    8       40 
Ten  ordinary  mulkets     -       60     300 
Ten  pieces  of  coarfe  linen^ 

czlleà  f/atilUs^  *  40     200 

Ten  pieces  of  white  Bri* 

tanny  linen  «  00 

Ten  barrels  of  gunpowder, 
of  two  pounds  each      r 
One  thoufand  muflcet-balls^ 
One  thoufand  muiket-flints,  10 
Ten  bars  of  fcarlet  cloth    - 
Ten  looking-glafles 
Ten  fnufF-boxes 

Ten  quires  of  paper         •         2f      21     10 

Ten  bundles  of  pebbles 

Ten  bundles  of  fnow- white 

Forty  filver  bells 

Ten  firings  of  coral  beads 

Ten  ditto  amber  ditto,  No.  2    5 

They  required  befides,  ten 

cofibe-pots,  ten  copper  ba- 

fons,  ten  hats,  ten  hammers, 

ten  hatchets,  ten  adzes,  and, 

generally  fpeaking,    ten    of 

other  articles  which  it  is  not  ■ 

Carried  over    4321  2172     15 
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Bars.    Livres.  $ov^ 

Brought  over  432I  iijz  15 
cuftomary  to  take  in  a  trading 

voyage  to  that  part  of  the 
river,  and  of  which  the  whole« 
including  the  ten  pieces  of 
Britanny  linen  above-men- 
tioned, were  difcharged  by 
four  pieces  of  guinea^blues        40       200 

This  conccdion  of  fo  many 
articles  for  four  pieces  of  gui- 
nea-blues, proves  the  high 
value  fet  upon  linen  of  that 
kind,  by  the  natives,  fince 
the  ten  pieces  of  Britanny-li- 
nen  alone  would  have  coft 
more  than  the  four  pieces  of 
guinea-blues.  Hence  we  may 
alio  perceive  the  little  value 
they  fet  upon  the  other  arti- 
cles they  wanted  as  part  of  the 
cuftoms,  and  with  the  names 
of  which  they  are  only  ac- 
quainted by  means  of  their 
emifTaries,  whom  the  gover- 
nprs  fufier  to  flay  at  Senegal. 

The  general  cuftoms  a-  >  ■ 

mount  to         -  -  472I  237Z  15         j 
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As  to  the  particular  prefcnt  made  to  the  AI- 
maiiiy,  he  did  not  require  any  mufkets,  but 

Bars. 

Two  pieces  of  guinea-blues 

Two  pieces  oîplatilks   . 

Twb^bars  of  fcarlet  cloth 

Two  barrels  of  gunpowder,  of  two 

pounds  each 

Six  ftrings  of  amber  beads,  No.  2 

Two  ditto  of  coral 

Six  filver  bells 

-'  Two  bundles  of  fnow- white 
Four  quires  of  paper 

Total  of  the  Almamy's  prefent     42  210 

The  prefent  of  Siry  d'Ara,  his  miniften 

Two  pieces  of  guinea-blues 
One  double-barrelled  gun 
One  muiket  of  the  better  kind 
Two  barrels  of  powder  of  two 

pounds  each 
One  hundred  muiket  balls 
One  hundred  flints 
Four  quires  of  paper 
Three  filver  bells 

Carried  over    58  290 
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Bars.  Livres. 

Brought  over    58  290 
Two  ftrîngs  of  coral  -  a     10 

Two  ditto  of  amber        -        -         i       c 


■•■Waia^p 


Total  of  the  Miniiler^s  prefent   6x  305 

For  the  prefent  of  the  Tampfîr,  commiifion^ 
cd  to  recdve  the  cuftoms. 

Two  pieces  of  guinea-blues  20  100 

One  muiket  of  the  better  kind  10     50 

Two  pieces  of  guinea- blues     •        20  100 

Total  of  the  Tampfir*s  prefent  50  25* 

N.  B.  Tl^efe  two  laft  pieces  of  guinea-blues 
acquitted  the  article  brou^t  to  account  in 

* 

the  general  cuftoms  for  his  right  of  prefence. 
He  was  better  pleafed  to  have  the  two  pieces 
of  ftuff,  and  we  to  give  them. 

Recapitulation  of  the  cuftoms  paidy  and  prefent  s 

made  at  Saldee^  for  liberty  to  trade  in  the 

river. 

Bars.    Livres.    Sous. 

The  general  cuiloms  472Î  2363  15 

The  Almamy*s  prefent  42     210 

The  Minifter's  prefent  -       61     305 

The  Tampfir^s  prefent  -       50     250 

Total,  625 J  3128  IS 
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Thefe  cuftpms  are  the  more  confiderable, 
as  the  goods  bear  a  higher  value  in  the  river. 

The  barrel  of  gunpowder,  fc«^  inftance,  panes 

,  .  .        » 

tteere  for  eight  bars  ;  the  hundred  of  muflcet- 
flints  for  two,  &c.  The  calculation  in  river 
barà  made  them  amount  to  no  lefs  than  839. 
Reckoning  the  flaves  at  feventy  bars,  as  they 
werejn  1785,  the  value  of  twelve  flaves,  and 
even  ti)ore,  was  given  for  the  duties.  I  puid 
the  flave^.at  Galam»  feventy  bars,  namely, four 
pieces  of  guinea-blues,  which,  in  the  river 
pafs/or 

Bars. 

Only  eight  bars  each        -            •    .  32: 
A  mulket  of  the  better -kind  p;ifnng  for 

no  more  than            •   '          •  ,8 
An  ordinary  mulket            «            -.8 

A  barrel  of  fait            -                •       ,  .   5 

A  bottle  of  gunpowder        -           -  ,4 

The  fixteenth  of  an  ell  of  fcarlct  cloth  1 

Vifty  mulket-flirits             -       .      -  t 

Fifty  muiket-balls              •              -  £ 

ï'our  quires  of  paper           ,     -^  i 

A  fhuff-box                -      *  *        '^  I 

'  À  looking-glafs              -       .       -  1 

^wo  heads  pf  Virginia  tobacco        '^  1 

~  .Carried  0ver  6$ 
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Ban. 

Brought  over  65 
Three  Arings  pf  fnpw  white  i 

Two  ounces  of  red  wool  -  •  2 
Twelve  ftringç  of  white  pebbles  -  i 
Three  filver  bells  •  -         x 

Total  river  value         -  -  70 

..  This  price 'was  agreed  upon  by  the  Kfera- 
bous  of  the:  country.  Slaves-  were  dear  in 
1785,  as  will  be  feen  hereafter  by  the  balance 
of  the  preceding  years . 

The  flave  valued  at  Galam  at  feventy  bars, 
Was  only  worth  fixty-two  three  quarters,  Se- 
negal currency  ;   for 

Four  pieces  of  guinea-blues         •  40 

''  A  mulket  of  the  better  kind  -         to 

"  An  ordinary  mulket  -  .6 

A  barrel  of  fait  -  -   .  i 

*"  A  bp^tje  of  gunpowder         -.         -  of 

•  '  A  fifteenth  of  an  ell  of  fcarlet  cloth        of 

^     Fifty  muiket-flints  -•  ,      -  of 

'  "  Fifty^ditto  balls  ^^'-^,'  -  of 

I*  our  quires  or  paper      *  •  -  i 

,  "  A  fnuf^box  f  -  of 

A  looking-glafs  -    -  -,   .of 

"  Twelve  ftrihgs  of  white  pebbles         -      o| 

•  •  • 

>  '         *  *  Carried  over     6i 
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Bars. 

Brought  over   61 

Three  firings  of  fnow  white         -  oj 

Two  heads  of  Virginia  tobacco         -  oj 

Two  ounces  of  wool             -         -  of 

Three  filver  bells             *             -  of 

Total  of  the  value  of  a  Galam  flavc, 

according  to  the  current  rate  of  naer- 

chandize  at  the  colony,  the  negro  va-i  "'  ■■■ 

lued  and  agreed  for  at  feventy  bars  6l{ 

The  flave,  at  feventy  bars  at  Galam,  equal 
to  fixty-two  bars  three  quarters,  colony  cur- 
rency,  was  worth,  in  French  money,  only, 

livres.  Sous. 

Four  pieces  of  guinea-blues,  at 
1^0  livres  -  -  160 

A  mulket  of  the  better  kind  1 5 

An  ordinary  mulket  -  7  10 

A  barrel  of  fait  -  -  3 

A  bottle  of  gunpowder  -  14 

The  fixteenth  of  an  ell  of  fcarlet  cloth  016 
Fifty  mulket- flints,  at  4lb.per  thoufando     4 
Fifty  ditto  balls,  at  eight  fous  per  lb.  i 
Four  quires  of  paper,  at  feven  ibtis  -18 
A  fnufF-box  -  -  01» 

A  looking-glafs  -  -03 

Carried  over  190  17 
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Brought  over     190  17 
Three  firings  of  fnow  white  o     6 

Twelve  firings  of  white  pebbles»  at 

16  fous  per  lb.  -  -     o  10 

Two  heads  of  Virginia  tobacco,  at  ^^ 

livres  per  cwt.  -         .    •  06 

Two  ounces   red   wool,  at   10  livres 

•per  lb.  -  -  I 

Three  filver  bells,  at  a  livre  a^piece      3 

•    Total  value  of  the  flave  in  French     

money  -  -  ^95  ^9 


The  flave  cofl  me  theij  no  more  than  195 
livres  19  fous,  valuing  the  goods  at  the  high- 
eft  rate.  In  1782  and  17I33,  the  flave  cofl 
fixty  bars,  among  which  five  pieces  of  guinea- 
blues  and  a  mufket  were  given,  the  refl  in 
frnall  bars.  In  1784  the  flave  cofl  likewife  no 
more  than  fixty  bars  ;  but  only  three  pieces 
of  guinea  blues,  and  a  mufket  of  the  better 
kind  were  given;  the  reft  was  alfo  in  low  bars. 
In  1785  the  captive  coft  feventy  bars,  among 
which  were  four  pieces  of  guinea-blues. 

From  thefe  feveral  years  a  tolerable  juil  cal- 
culation may"be  made  of  a  commercial  ope- 
ration, whether  more  or  lefs  guinea-blues  be 
given.  They  are  what  fix  the  price  of  the 
flave,   the  other  articles  are  confidcred  as  a 

a  prefent, 
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a  prefent,  the  value  of  thefc  unfortunate 
wretches  only  confifting  in  the  greater  or 
finaller  quantity  of  guinea-blues. 

Livres.  Sou». 

The  flave,  worth  at 'Galam  fcventy 
bars,  at  five  livres,  amounted  in  river 
money  to  -  -  -  ^50 

Which,  reduced  to  their  value  at 
the  colony,  made  no  more  than  fixty • 
two  bars  three  quarters  in  Senegal 
currency  -  -  3^3  ^5 

Which  fixty-two  bars  three  quar- 
ters, in  efFeâive  money,  amounted 
to  only  -  .  ip5   15 

From  thefe  calculations  it  is  eafy  to  fee  that 
the  fum  of  12,478  livres,  16  fous,  for  the 
cufloms,  and  the  expence  of  fitting  out  at  Se- 
negal, being  divided,  we  will  fuppofe  among 
an  hundred  flaves,  make  124  livres,  15  fous, 
9  deniers  for  each. 

Hence  it  follows,  that  in  1785,  the  cuf- 
toms  paid,  and  every  thing  valued  in  French 
money,  each  flave,  delivered  af  Senegal,  coft 

I^ivres.  Sous.  Den. 

Seventy  bars,  river  currency     313  15 
Cuftoms,  &c.         -         -  124  15     9 

438     10       9 
Y3  


f 
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The  captains  coming  to  trade  at  Senegal 
that  fame  year,  paid  from  eight  to  nine  hun- 
dred livres,  French  money,  for  the  flave  on 
the  return  from  Galam.     The  flave  coding 
438  livres,   10  fous,  9  deniers,   currency  of 
the  colony,  and  delivered  there,  there  was  a 
profit  of  cent  per  cent,  which  proves  the  ad- 
vantage  attending   the   Galam   trade,   fince 
there  is,  over  and  above,   the  difference  be- 
tween efFeftive  French  money,  and  the  ideal 
money  of  the  colony.     I  do  not  undertake  to 
give  the  exaft  value  in  French  money,   for 
the  accidental  lofTes,   and   expences  which 
cannot  be  calculated,   may  be  admitted  as  a 
compenfation,   and  the  trader  may  be  conr 
tent  to  calculate  his  {peculations  upon  the 
footing  of  the  money  of  the  colony,  with  a 
certainty  of  a  very  confiderable  gain. 

The  dangers  to  which  a  man  is  expofed  in 
this  voyage  ;  the  expences  occafioned  by  the 
payment  of  cuftonas,  and  the  purchafc  of 
provifions,  added  to  the  wages  of  the  negro 
crew,  will  not  allow  of  trading  on  a  fmall 
fcale  :*  it  is  therefore  neceflary  to  prepare  for 
the  bringing  back  of  a  hundred  flaves  ;  for  if 
only  one  half  can  be  procured,  and  a  com- 

penfation 
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penfation  be  not  found  in  gcld^  and  elephant's 
teethy  it  is  indifpu table  that  the  (laves  would 
become  much  dearer,  in  which  cafe  it  would 
be  more  advantageous  to  remain  at  Senegal, 
where  at  leaft  the  trouble  and  fatigue  would 
be  avoided.  It  is  matter  of  wonder  to  me 
how  any  one  can  undertake  this  voyage,  with- 
out being  acquainted  with  the  confequences. 
As  to  myfelf,  I  cannot  now  conceive  how  I 
could  fo  haftily  come  to  fuch  a  refolution^ 
efpecially  after  all  the  hardfhips  I  had  under- 
gone in  Barbary 


CHAP.     VIII. 

Merchandize  equivalent  to  the  pur  chafe  of  an 
hundred  negroes  with  gold  and  ivory  in  pro- 
portion y  at  Galam  or  along  the  river. 

Five  hundred  pieces  of  guinea-bluesr 
Fifty  double-barrelled  guns. 
Eighty   fingle-barrelled  ditto,    of    a   good 
quality. 
Fifty  ordinary  mulkets. 
Fifty  cutlaffes. 

Y  4  One 
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One  hundred  and  twenty  pièces  of  phttlle^ 
or  coarfe  linen  cloth. 

Fifteen  reams  of  pappn 

One  thoufand  pound  pf  gun^powder* 

Ten  thoufand  muiket-flints,  large  and 
imalU 

Ten  thoufand  mufket-balls.  . 

Looking- glaffes,  fnufF-boxes,,  fciflkrs,  tin- 
der-boxes ;  boj;:  pombs  of  every  kind,  t^o 
grofs 

The  total  of  the  cargo  would  amount, 
prime -cofl  in  France,   to  27,800  livres* 

Four  pound  of  cloves. 

Fifty  barrels  of  fait.  The  overplus  goes 
to  the  laptots^ 

Twelve  pound  of  fcarlet  wool. 

Two  pound  yellow,   two  green  ditto. 

As  much  coral  and  amber  as  pofiible  ;  too 
much  cannot  well  be  provided  :  -gold  is  ob- 
tained in  exchange  for  thefe  articles. 

Twenty  bundles  of  fnqw  white,  the  bundle 
contains  ten  firings  only. 

Four  hundred  pound  of  white  and  red 
fhufHe-boards,  more  white  than  red. 

Twenty  pound  of  l^rge  drinking-glafTcs. 

Two  hundred  and  ten  pound  tobacco-pipes 

îfor 
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for  the  ufe  of  the  Poules.     They  are  bartered 
for  millet  and  tobacco. 

The  foregoing  cargo,  freighted  at  the  co- 
lony fhould  produce  an  hundred  negroes, 
10,000  pound  of  elephant's  teeth,  and  gold  ia 
proportion  to  the  quantity  of  amber  and  coral, 
as  well  as  filver  bells. 

After  this  ftatement  of  articles  ncceffary 
for  the  river  trade,  and  the  notice  of  fuch 
goods  as  ferve  for  the  confumption  of  Sene- 
gal, and  of  fuch  as  being  folely  adapted  to 
the  flave  trade,  have  no  fixed  value,  it  is 
ufelefs  to  give  the  ftatement  of  a  cargo,  for  a 
perfon  who  fhould  wifh  to  trade  for  more  or 
lefs  negroes  at  Senegal  only  It  is  fufficicnt 
to  obferve,  that  a  man  fhould  have  pofitivc 
information  of  the  current  value  of  goods, 
and  provide  himfelf  with  the  underwritten 
articles  only,  as  circumftances  require. 

The  returns  fold   at   the  colony 
eftimating  an   hundred   negroes  at      lîviw. 
800  livres  each         -         •         .         80,00» 

Ten  thoufand  pound  of  ivory  at 
.42  fous  per  pound  -  -  2r,ooo 


Total   101,000 


Without 
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Without  reckoning  the  gold,  feathers, 
and  other  articles,  fuch  as  provifions,  &c» 


CHAP.    IX. 
Of  the  manner  of  treating  the  negro  Jlaves. 

IT  is  not  fufficient  that  the  overfcer  fhould 
be  merely  verfed  in  all  I  have  hitherto  ex- 
plained, in  order  to  promote  the  benefit  of 
his  employers  ;  he  muft  know,  befidcs,  how 
to  manage  his  captives,  to  alleviate  their  fuf- 
ferings,  to  give  them  hopes  of  a  better  fate. 
He  muA;  be  able  to  make  them  confider  the 
moment  of  their  departure  for  the  Weft- In- 
dies as  that  of  their  deliverance  and  good- 
fortune.  By  thefe  means  he  will  prevent  in- 
furre£lions,  and  avert  much  of  the  mortality 
which  arifes  from  fbrrow  and  defpair. 

As  I  have  been  myfelf  a  flave,  I  can  fpeak 
from  experience,  and  1  declare  that  I  was 
never  fo  much  attached  to  a  mafter  as  when  I 
perceived  that,  uniting  his  own  intereftwith 
mine,  he  was  about  to  transfer  me  to  thofe 

by 
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by  whom  I  ihould  be  treated  with  tare  and 
humanity.  • 

If  I  am  deceived  in  the  rules  I  would  lay 
^iown,  I  doubt  that  a  man  who  has  never 
been  in  a  ftate  of  captivity  can  furnifh  better. 

An  overfeer,  therefore,  muft  be  well  in- 
formed in  thefe  particulars,  if  he  chufes  not 
to  cxpofe  his  employers  to  great  and  irrepa- 
rable loffes.  A  fuccefsful  fpeculation,  arîfîng 
from  favourable  circumftances,  fhould  not 
ffive  him  too  blind  a  confidence  ;  he  fhould 
take  care  to  be  always  on  his  guard. 

An  agent,  befides,  ihould  be  acquainteil 
with  the  manner  of  treating  and  feeding  hii 
flaves.*  He  ihould  endeavour  to  make  them 
look  on  him  as  a  father  ;  he  has  then  nothinor 
to  fear,  for  a  father  furely  is  fafe  in  the  midil 
of  his  children,  and  an  agent  is  in  like  fecu- 
rity  among  his  flaves,  when  he  knows  how 
to  foften  the  rigor  of  their  captivity. 

In  fuch  an  occupation  it  is  eafy  to  make 
himfelf  beloved  and  refpefted;  nor  can  I 
yet  conceive  how  a  man  can  incur  the  detef- 
tation  of  his  flaves.  I  have  had  more  than 
once  as  many  as  a  hundred  and  twenty  ne- 
groes under  my  care.     I  went  every  day  to 

fee 
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fee  them,  and  was  always  in  perfeft  fecurity 
among  them.  Scarcely  was  there  an  appear- 
ance of  a  revolt,  either  at  the  company's,  or 
at  Mr.Vigneux's,  but  my  Banbarasthat  I  left 
at  perfeft  liberty  in  the  colony,  informed  me 
of  it.  .  All  then  was  peace  about  me.  I  was 
alone,  furrounded  by  my  captives,  and  fome^ 
times,  in  cafe  of  fire,  1  have  put  myfelf  at 
their  head  to  give  affiftance,  and  never  was 
one  of  them  tempted  to  abandon  me.  I  do 
not  (peak  here  of  the  Yolofs,  who  were  too 
near  the  coïifines  of  their  own  country  to 
let  any  opportunity  of  recovering  their  li- 
berty efcape  them  ;  but  a  part  of  my  Banba- 
ras  guarded  them  while  the  reft  attended  me 
on   fuch  expeditions. 

I  have  even  obferved  many  of  my  flaves  go* 
on  board  the  vefTel  with  joy,  on  my  affurancc 
that  they  would  be  well  treated  and  happy,  on 
the  plantation  where  I  was  going  to  fend 
them.  It  is  by  fuch  means  as  thefe  alone, 
that  a  man  can  acquit  himfclf  well  of  thi$ 
painful  and  dangerous  talk  ;  and  I  am  con- 
vinced that  an  agent  who  is  ignorant  of  this 
manner  of  treating  flaves,  can  never  fucceed, 
either  to  his  own,  or  his  employer's  advan- 


tage. 
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Of  the  propriety  of  my  treatment  I  was  the 
more  convinced,  as  I  never  loft  a  flave  by  de- 
fcrtion,  although  they  were  not  guarded; 
while  in  my  own  time,  the  company  loft 
men  almoft  every  day,  notwithftanding  the 
careof  their  overfeers,  who  guarded  them  with 
the  ftrideft  feverity. 

To  fympathize  in  the  recovery  of  the 
wretched  is  the  only  means  of  gaining  their 
good  will.  Never  did  I  lofe  fight  of  this 
principle,  for  I  knew,  from  my  own  experi- 
ence, the  tendency  of  fuch  condud. 

Befides  attending  to  the  neceflary  precau- 
tions above-mentioned,  an  agent  ftiould  alio 
be  careful  to  prevent  the  maladies  of  the  ne- 
groes. He  fhould  endeavour  to*  difcovcr  the 
caufe  of  their  difeafes,  and  to  apply  the  pro- 
per remedies  ;  this  is  a  moft  efibntial  point  of 
his  duty. 

The  care  of  the  ilaves  fhould  not  be  left  to 
ignorant  furgeons,  nor  to  other  underftrappers. 
The  furgeons  arc,  for  the  moft  part,  young 
men  without  experience,  a  thing  much  to 
be  lamented,  for  no  voyage  ftands  more  in 
need  of  men  of  medical  merit.  It  is  true,  that 
furgeons  of  ability  will  not»  for  a  flight  re- 

compence^ 
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compence»  undergo  the  dangers  <^an  African 
voyage»  but,  in  order  to  induce  fuch  men  to 
enter  into  their  fervice,  the  traders  fhould  not 
begrudge  to  give  a  handibme  recompence» 
which»  however,  would  weigh  light  againd 
the  loâbs  from  which  they  woijld  thus  be  re- 
deemed. 

In  order  to  prevent  the  maladies  of  your 
fiaves,  it  is  necef&ry  to  diftinguiih  their  re- 
ijpeâive  nations,  and  to  clafs  each  man  with 
his  countrymen.  The  Banbaras  are  the  only 
tribe  that  it  is  not  neceiTary  to  put  in  irons, 
provided  however»  that  they  have  not  aflbci- 
ated  with  the  Yolofe. 

As  to  the  latter,  they  muft  ahfolutely  be 
fettered»  watched  with  the  greateft  care, 
and  ient  olf  as  foon  as  poflible,  for  they  are 
all  enterprising  fellows,  excellent  fwimmers,* 
and  well  acquainted  with  almoft  all  the  inha^ 
bitants  of  the  colony»  whether  .freemen  or 
Tapades  flaves»  who»  by  every  meanp  in  their 
power  will  endeavour  to  favour  thmr  efcape. 
To  obtain  tbcir  libprty  they  l«ve  only  to 
get  acrofs  the  riveiv  They  muft  therefore 
be  obferved  with  the  grçatfeft  vigilance,  and 
all  communication, bet  ween  them  and  the  ne- 


groes 
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groes  of  the  colony  muft  abfolutely  be  cut 
off. 

0 

The  Banbaras,  on  the  contrary,  who  come 
from  the  interior  parts  of  Africa,  towards 
the  fource  of  the  Niger,  never  think  of  mak»  < 
ing  their  efcape.  They  are  all  very  laborious^ 
and  inftead  of  being  put  in  irons,  they  may 
with  great  fafety  be  employed  in  ufeful  toil» 
In  order  to  engage  them  to  aft  with  the  moft 
fubmiflive  alacrity,  it  is  fufEcient  to  treat 
them  with  humanity,  to  feed  and  clothe  them 
well  ;  by  fo  doing  you  will  not  only  fecure 
theiir  good  behaviour,  but  you  will  form  to 
yourfelf  a  vigilant  guard  againft  the  feditious 
motions  of  the  Yolofs,  to  which  nation  the 
Banbaras  are  fworn  enemies. 

When  the  Banbaras  find  that  they  are 
trufted  by  the  whites,  they  never  think  of 
tnsiking  their  efcape,  preferring  to  be  the 
(laves  of  the  Europeans,  rather  than  of  a 
Uack  man,  who  would  treat  them  with  the 
greateft  cruelty. 

The  Saracolets,  Saltiquets,  Poules,  Braes^ 
and  Wals,  muft  alfo  be  put  in  iron^,  but  not 
with  fo  much  rigour  as  the  Yolofs*  One 
pair  of  fetters  i$  fufficient  for  two  flaves  of 

thcfe 
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thcfe  nations,  wKHe  one,  and  even  tWa  pair 
of  irons  is  fcarce  enough  for  every  fingle  cap- 
tive of  the  Yolofs.  You  muft  take  care  that 
their  irons  are  well  rivetted,  and'  examine 
them  every  night  and  morning.  Above  all, 
you  muft  obferve,  if  poffible,  never  to  put 
more  than  twenty  of  that  nation  together  in 
one  place. 

It  is  contrary  to  the  cuftom  of  the  French 
to  put   the  women  in  irons,  and 'yet  they  arc 
more  dangerous  than  the  men.    In  complying 
however  with  this  humane  praftice,  all  com- 
munication between   the   men  and  women 
muft  be  ftriftly  prohibited. 
"The  place  where  the  flaves  arc  confincdi 
as  well  as  the  perfons  of  the  flaves  themlelves, 
muft  be  kept  in  the  greateft  cleanlinefs.  You 
muft  make  them  bathe  often,   in   order  to 
prevent  thofe  maladies  which  too  often  fpread 
cruel  havoc  in  the  Ihip. 

The  difeafes  to  which'  the  negroes  arc  fub- 
jeft,  are  of  five  forts,  viz. 

I  ft.  The  venereal  difeafe. 

2d.  Ulcers.    - 
•    3d.  The  fcurvy. 

4th.  The  itch.  • 

cth.  Worms, 

Thefc 
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Thefe  five  maladies  may  be  reduced  to  four» 
hj  omitting  ulcers,  whith  are  not  in  the  leaf): 
dangerous,  being  occàfioned  only  by  flight 
wounds,  and  eafily  cured,  except  when  the 
blood  is  infefted  With  "Oirns. 

Of  all  diléafes  the  fcurvy  is  that  which  at- 
tacks the  negroes  moft  fatally.  It  will  fome- 
times  depopulate  a  veflel  in  a  few  days.  Thife 
malady  is  occafioned  by  foul  aîr,  by  neglefl:- 
ing  cleanlinefs,  and  fometimes  by  the  bad 
quality  of  the  water. 

The  Banbaras  are  more  fubjed  to  this  plague 
than  the  other  negroes.  Care  muft  be  taken, 
therefore,  to  fupply  them  with  the  freflieft 
prorifidns  that  can  be  procured,  without  pay*- 
îng  any  regard  to  thfeir  predile£tion  for  every 
thing  that  is  fait  ;  for,  having  no  fait  in  their 
own  country,  they  no  fooner  get  the  tafte  of 
it  in  their  captivity,  than  they  contraft 
an  immoderate  liking  to  it,  and  mix  it  pro- 
fufely  with  every  thing,  they  eat.  Great 
care  muft  be  taken  to  prevent  the  dangerous 
confequences  of  this  habit. 

The  itch  proceeds  from  the  uncleanlinefs 
of  the  captives  purchafed  from  the  Moors. 
On  their  way  to  the  colony  thofe  flaves  lie 

Z  promifcuoufly 
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promifcuQufly  wjth  their  ipaftcrs,  who,  for 
the  moft  part,  are  çaten  up  \>j  that  diforden 
When  they  arrive  at  Senegal  they  commuai- 
catc  the  infe£lipa  to  the  companions  of  thçjr 
mifery,  except  gre^t  care  \»  t^ken  to  l^cep 
them  ap^t.  till  they  be  cured.  It  is  thcrcfprc 
neccffary  to  put  in  a  feparate  place  the  ne^- 
groes  brought  down  by  the  Moors,  if  one 
would  prevent  the  difeafe  from  infeftinç  thç 
whole  habitatipnt 

The  worms  are  almoft  as  dfingerous  as  the 
fcurvy.  They  carry  off  a  grçat  number  of 
thefç  wretches,  aiid  that  fo  fuddenly,  that  it 
pften  happens  a  qpian  dies  before  the  fymp- 
toms  of  the  diforder  have  been  perceived* 

The  Banbaras  are  alfo  very  fubjeâ:  to  this 
difeafe,  efpecially  in  the  bad  feafon  of  the 
year,  for,  accuftomed  in  their  own  country 
to  good  water,  they  cannot  endure  the  water 
of  the  cqlony,  >vhich  is  at  that  time  corrupted. 
Jt  is  dangerous  to  fait  their  viftuals  much, 
for  fcar  of  the  fcuny,  but  the  beft  mode  of 
guaiur ,;  agaiuft  the  danger  is  to  mix  with 
their  Jrjiik  about  two  ounces  of  fpirituous  li- 
quoi  to  every  quart  of  water. 

Tl\c  venereal  difeafe  is  lefs  dangerous  at  Set 

negal. 
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negal  than  in  our-cUmate.  Few  negroes  are 
exempt  from  it^  and  on  that  account  their 
ulcers  are  more  difficult  to  cure^  and  demand 
a  peculiar  attention.  It  is  therefore  neceffiiry 
to  know  thoie  diibrders  and  their  cauiei,  and 
to  carry  with  one  the  proper  remedies. 

The  overfeer  ihould  have  (bme  knowledge 
of  thofe  drugs,  by  which  means  he  would 
always  have  the  medicines  of  a  good  quality, 
and  ready  to  be  adminiftered.  The  fc^rcity 
of  perfons  well  informed  in  thefe  particulars, 
renders  it  neceifary  to  take  every  precaution. 
Every  man  has  his  nofirums  for  the  curing  of 
thofe  diibrders  ;  I  ihall  not,  however,  men- 
tion minie,  though  I  have  often  employed 
them  with  iuccefs. 

The  following  note  of  the  principal  articles 
that  ought  to  form  the  materia  medica  of  an 
agent,  may  not  be  without  its  ufe. 


Salts, 

Nitre 

Glauber 

Ammoniac 

Epfom 

Powders. 

Rochelle 

Jefuits  Bark 

Duobus 

Ipecacuanha 

Vegetable 

Rhubarb 

Zi 

Jalap 


Jalap 

Emetic  Tartor 
Cremor  Tartar 
Semeu -contra^  or 
Worm-powder 

Hellebore 

Euphort^um 

Mifletoô 

Z^oary 

Gentian-^  root 
Saffron 
Senna       . 

Flowerv^ 

Mallows 

Elder 

Tufïîlàgo  * 

Mullein 

Violets 

Camomile 

White  Nettles  ^ 

Roots.- 

Mallows 
Water  Dock 
Straw  bçrry 


f  .  I 


5TOTBB 

Dog  Graft 

Rhubarb 

AngeUca 

Wormwood 
Coralina  of  CotlSca 
Fumitory 

Attd  fome  ottîer  émoi- 
lieht  plants,"  Wfcch 

'  are  not  fbubd  at  the 

•  Colony. 


'  I 
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Elder 

Bafllicnm 

Oil  of  Laurel    • 

Sfyrax 
Album  Rafis 
Galien*s  Cerat 
Rofes 

Mallows  *  ■ 

If     •  '     • 

Pomatums,, 
Citron 

Thcriaca 

Catholicum 
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Catliolicum 

Vinegar  of  the  Four 

Diafbordium 

Thieves 

Confeft.  Hyacinth 

Volatile  Alkali 

Confed:.  Hamec 

Burnt  AUiim 

*                                     •                 • 

.  >  ... 

:Iiaâman's  Anoine  JLi« 

*  * 

Pl^AlSTERS. 

quor. 
Oil  of  Sweet  Almonds 

Divine 

Other  ARtiCLjEs» 

Diachilon 

Barley 

DcVigo 

Jloney 

Hemlock 

Manna 

Diapalma 

Senna 

Rhubarb 

Balsams^ 

Juniper 

Ârcens 

Annifeed 

Commanders 

Coriander 

Balf.  Tranquil 

Mifletoe 

Meliffe  Water 

Camphor 

Cologne  Water 

Blue  Vitriol 

Goulard 

White  Vitriol 

Oil  of  Turpentine 

Hart  (horn 

Spirit  of  Scurvygrafs 

Mercurial  Pills 

Antifcorbutic  Wine 

Corrofîve  Sublimate 

Arquebttfade  Wator 

Rock  AJlfim 

Z3 
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CHAP.    X. 

4  »  • 

Route  from  Senegal  to  Galamy  by  way  of  the 
River ^  in  leagues^  according  to  the  meafure^ 
'  ment  of  the  Negroes. 

Leagues. 

THE  diftance  from  the  ifland  of  St. 
Louis,  at  Senegal,  to  Podor,  a  French 
fort,  erefted  on  the  territory  of  the 
Poules,  is  generally  eflimated  at        -        70 

In  the  whole  extent  of  the  river,  as 
far  as  this  port,  the  traffic  of  negroes, 
millet,  and  other  trifling  articles,  is  car- 
ried on  during  all  the  yean  In  the 
month  of  May  the  famous  gum-trade 
is  alfo  carried  on  with  the  Yolofs,  the 
Braes,  and  the  Wals,  who  are  all  of 
negro  race,  and  with  the  Bracnarts 
and  Trafart^,  two  Moorifli  nations; 
namely,  with  the  Bracnarts  in  the  De- 
lert,  and  the  Trafarts  at  Cocq,  a 
point  of  the  ifland  on  which  the  fort  of 
Podor  is  built  ;     and   at  Portrendie, 

Carried  over  70 


tSÔAST  OF  ÀTRlfcA.  343 

Leagacs. 

Brought  over    70 
along  the  côàft  where  the  £tigli(h  are 
allowed  to  traffic.  From  Podor  to  Dou- 
mons  1.  4.  -. 

Doutions  is  thé  firft  mart  fôf  the 
Millet  trade  among  the  Poules.  At 
this  place  there  is  much  bufinefs  tranf^» 
â£led  in  water  Inelon-feed,  tiger-ikins, 
feathers  of  all  kinds,  and  negro  foap. 
This  village  is  (ituated  on  the  northern 
bank  of  the  river* 

From  Doumous  to  Mafou,  a  place 
where  the  tide  ceafes  to  ebb  and  flow^ 
and  where  the  fame  articles  of  com- 
merce are  to  be  found,  but  in  fmaller 
quantities  than  at  Doumons        « 

From  Mafou  to  Haliburum,  the  firfi: 
place  where  the  navigation  of  the  river 
becomes  difficult,  on  account  of  fand« 
banks  .  -  -  ^ 

From  Haliburum  to  the  famous  rock 
called  Dguioul  de  Diable,  or  the  De* 
vil*s  Mouth,  the  moft  dangerous  part 
of  all  the  river  -  -  30 

Z  4        Carried  over  1 29 
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Leagaèlj 

Brought  over   1 29 
From  Dguiou)   do  D^hlfi    to   ttiç 
Great  Canjpil  -  -  4 

From  the  Great  Canal  at  Saldee,  the 
place  of  genera)  rmde^Mtov^  of  t^e  C(M^* 
V07  for  the  pajigoQiit  oi^  duties  -1  i^ 

The  whole  routç  from  S^eiiegal  to  S^lde^  149 

All  the  villages  of  the  Poule»»  asicept 
Doumons  are  oti  the  bank  oppofile  to  the 
Moorifii  territories  ;  noua  of  •  th^ifi  viUage? 
are  fituated  on  the  riveir  fide,  but  are  gene- 
rally a  league  or  two  up  the  country.  Tha 
inhabitants,  on  heajfing  the  firing  of  the  caa- 
aon,  at  the  arrival  of  tho  coavay,  repair 
w^ith  theàjr  articlea  of  Côxntnerce  to  the  hank 
of  the  river* 

I  ihall  only  in&rt  the  namçs  of  the  principal 
idllagesy  v^ithout  their  refpedive  difbuKXA 
from  one  another.        . 

Yafanne,  â  fEoall  but  pleafant  place»  iXkà 

the   refidence  of  the  firft  miniftear   of  Ae 

Almamy  of  the  Poules. 

Bofleia  Matame  Validienta 

Rendeaye  .       •  Candle: 

AU 
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AH  thefe  placçs  belong  to  the  Poules,  and 
arc  under  the  government  of  the  Almamy  of 
that  nation,  and  much  traffic  is  carried  on 
there  in  millet,  elephant*s  teeth,  and  tobacco^ 
called  improperly  Galani  tobacco,  for*  the 
plant  is  not  at  all  cultivated  between  Validlenta 
and  Tuago. 

VaËdienta  is  the  refideiice  of  à  prince  whole 
anceftors  were  dethroned  by  the  Maraboux  o£ 
the  Poules.  The  inhabitants  of  this  village 
and  neighbouring  country  that  furround  it, 
obey  that  prince,  without  however  being  free 
from  the  yoke  of  the  Almamy  ;  they  form  a 
province  in  a  certain  degree  independent,  3Fet 
in  ofder  to  efcape  pillage,  they  from  time  to 
time  fubmit  to  pay  tribute  to  the  Poules. 

Tuago  is  the  prhicipal  refidence  of  the 
Grand  Fouquet^  one  of  the  four  fbvereigns  of 
the  Saracolets. 

Baquelte  is  a  village  of  great  ûrength,  the 
moil  confidecable  of  any  I  faw  in  thefe  can« 
tons.  The  lord  of  the  place  is  a  powerful 
prince^  and  rivals  the  authority  of  the  Fqu^ 
quet. 

Cotterat.  Yafré. 

Galam.    From  Saldee  to  this  place  is 
reckoned  a  journey  of  twenty  days^ 

which, 
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which 9  at  the  rate  of  eight  leagues  a 
day,  make  -  -  -  1 60 

From  Senegal  to  Saldee        -         -      149 

Total,  from  Senegal  to  Galam,  309 

Validienta  is  the  fîrft  place  of  any  confider- 
able  traffic  in  the  flave  trade.  Yafré  is  one 
of  the  principal  marts  for  this  trade  ;  and  in 
all  the  other  villages  of  the  Saracolet  nation, 
this  trade,  as  well  as  that  of  ivory,  is  carried 
on  in  great  abundance  ;  and  it  is  at  theiè  places 
where  the  Laptots  of  Senegal  take  in  the  ar- 
ticles neceflary  for  their  houfekeeping.  AU 
the  territory  of  the  Saracolets  is  an  open 
country.  The  villages  are  wcU-built,  the 
lands  well  cultivated,  and  the  inhabitants 
well  clothed  ;  and  in  this  refpeâ  they  differ 
very  effentially  from  their  neighbours  the 
Poules,  who  are  in  want  of  every  thing,  and 
whofe  country  is  extremely  unwholcfbme 
through  their  own  negleâ  ;  for,  as  they  ne- 
ver fell  the  woods,  nor  drain  the  marihes, 
after  the  manner  of  the  Saracolets,  the  air 
they  breathe  is  infeâious,  and  the  caufe  of 

the  greater  part  of  their  maladies. 

Galam 
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Galam  is  not  the  principal  mart  of  trade  ; 
it  is  the  place  of  meeting  for  the  Senegal  cap* 
tains,  and  the  Maraboux  of  the  country.  The  . 
price  of  {laves  being  agreed  upon  here,  the 
traders  repair  to  Tamboucanne,  a  large  village 
of  the  fame  country,  fixteen  leagues  above 
Galam.  The  route,  therefore,  that  the 
caravan  which  conduâs  the  flaves  has  to  take, 
may  from  the  above*mentioned  mart  be  com« 
puted  at  325  leagues. 

Between  Podor  and  Galam  the  nations  are 
all  Mahometans,  and  drink  very  little  brandy. 
Beyond  the  limits  of  Galam,  up  the  river, 
this  liquor  is  a  profitable  article  of  trade  ;  the 
people  are  almoft  all  Pagans,  and  drink  it  to 
excefs.  The  negroes  between  Podor  and  Se- 
negal, although  of  the  Mahometan  perfuafion, 
are  paflionately  addiâed  to  brandy,  which 
they  drink  without  any  fcruple.  The  Mara* 
boux  alone  abftain  from  this  indulgence. 

A  longer  refidence  in  the  colony  would 
have  given  me  a  deeper  infight  into  the 
means  of  carrjring  on  fuccefsful  trade  with 
thefe  nations  ;  yet  I  truft,  that  in  the  fore- 
going fheets  I  have  touched  upon  what  might 
be  conûdered  as  of  moft  general  utility. 

NARRATIVE 
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SHIPWRECK  AND  CAPTIVITY 

OF 

M.   DE  BRISSON. 

MY  travels  in  Africa  had  already  been  a 
fruitful  fource  of  trouble,  chagrin,  and 
lofs,  when  in  the  month  of  June,  1785,  I  re- 
ceived orders  from  the  Marfliall  de  Caftries, 
minifter  and  fecretary  of  ftate,  for  the  de- 
partment of  the  marine,  to  embark  for  Sene- 
gal, on  board  the  St.  Catherine,  Captain  le 
Turc,  the  fame  who,  during  the  laft  war,  ac- 
quired fo  brilliant  a  reputation  in  the  com- 
mand of  the  Flejjtnguois. 

After  making  all  the  head  lands  from  the 
coaft  of  France  to  the  Canaries,  we  pafled  be- 
tween thofe  iflands  and  that  of  Palma,  on  the 
tfi^th  of  July,  about  three  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon. 

Previous  to  our  departure  from  France,  I 
had  taken  care  to  apprize  the  captain  of  the 

danger 
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danger  to  which  fhips  are  cxpofed  in  thofc 
latitudes  from  the  ftrength  of  the  currents.  I 
obferved  to  him,  that  as  often  as  I  had  been 
there,  I  had  narrowly  efcaped  being  embayed 
upon  the  ccaft  of  Barbary.  This  advice,  dic-> 
tated  by  experience,  merited  the  attention  of 
Captain  le  Turc  ;  nor  did  I  fail  to  repeat  it  the 
moment  I  faw  the  fea  afTume  a  clearer  caft.  I 
then  aiked  him  if  he  did  not  intend  to  heavo 
the  lead.  "  What  are  you  afraid  of  ?**  anfwer- 
ed  he,  *•  Of  the  land?"—"  Why^  we  are 
not  within  eighty  leagues  of  it/* 

Here  let  me  be  allowed  to  lameht  the  va« 
nity  and  boundlefs  confidence  of  the  mafters 
of  merchant  vefTels,  particularly  of  thofc  who 
have  commanded  privateers^  HoWever  im** 
portant  the  advice  given  them,  they  refufe  it 
the  fmalleft  regard,  and  however  ferious  the 
danger  with  which  they  are  all  dbreatened^ 
they  depend  fo  entirely  on  their  lkill>  that  they 
rather  chufe  to  remedy  than  prevent  the  mif- 
chief* 

A  fimilar  anfwcr  was  made  me  by  the 
mate  :  alas  !  they  perceived  ere  long  how 
well  fouAdcd  were  my  fears  ! 

At  midnight,  I  Was  awakened  by  the  ftrik- 


ing 
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ing*  of  the  ihip,  and  ran  immediately  upoa. 
deck,  imprefled  with  the  idea  that  we  were 
upon  a  flat  ;  but  how  great  was  my  aftonilh- 
ixient  when  I  perceived,'  that  we  were  in  a 
kind  of  bafon  formed  by  rocks.  I  hafted  to 
awake  the  fleeping  crew.  V  Get  up  if  you 
value  your  lives,"  faid  I,  "  we  touch  the 
ground/'  The  Captain  came  upon  deck  la 
great  conftemation  ;  and  fuch  was  the  terror 
common  to  him  and  his  officers,  that  he  gave 
orders  to  fteer  towards  the  rocks.  The  veflcl 
thus  direâed,  and  at  the  fame  time  flrongly 
impelled  by  the  current,  ft  ruck  three  times^ 
and  at  length  remained  without  motion  00 
the  fand. 

AU  of  a  fudden  a  horrible  din  ailailed  our 
ears  :  the  mails  began  to  crack  ;  the  flapping 
fails  were  rçnt  into  rags  by  the  violence  of 
the  wind  ;  and  the  loud  clamour  of  the  failors 
was  confounded  with  the  bellowing  furge. 
So  great  was  the  condernarion,  that  no  one 
thought  of  faving  his  life.  O  my  wife  !  O 
my  children  !  cried  every  tongue,  while 
every  hand  was  lifted  up  to  Heaven.  The 
mafts,  however,  were  foon  cut  away  to  eafe 
the  ihip  ;  but  thefe  were  fruitleis  cgres  ;  f&i 

A^  the 
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the  water  had  already  found  its  way  into  the 
cabin. 

In  this  wretched  fituation,  I  ftepped  up  to 
the  Captain,  whofe  difmay  wa^s  fo  great,  that 
it  prevented  him  from  coming  to  any  refo- 
lution.  It  was  only  eighteen  months  iince 
Captain'  Cariin  had  met  with  the  like  misfor- 
tune near  Cape  Blanco,  and  by  ibootihg  him«^ 
felf  in  defpair,  he  had  occafioned  the  lofs  of 
fcveral  lives.  Afraid  that  we  might  lofc 
Captain  le  Turc  in  the  fame  manner,  I  ex- 
horted him  to  be  patient,  and  tried  to  raiiè 
his  drooping  fpirits  ;  but  it  was  in  v^in,  and  we 
fhould  have  been  irretrievably  loft,  if  Mon- 
fieur  Yan  the  fécond  mate,  M.  Suret  *  a  paf- 
fenger,  three  Engliih  failors,  and  a  few 
others,  animated  by  my  example,  had  not 
ailifted  me  in  hoifting  out  the  long*boat,  and 
helped  me  afterwards  to  prevent  her  from 
being  funk  or  ftove  alongfide.  We  were 
compelled  to  ftruggîe  thus  during  a  tedious 
night  againft  the  furious  fea,  hoping  that 
when  the  dawn  (hduld  appear  and  enable  us 
to  avoid  thç  rocks,  which  furrounded  us  on 
every  fide,  we  niight  have  it  in  our  power  to 
laud  in  fafety  upon  the  beach. 

m 
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AU  tfaefe  precautions  being  taken,  I  called 
cut  to  thofe  on  board  to  throw  a  tow  rope  * 
into  the  boat,  that  (he  might  be  hauled  back 
to  the  vefTel,  in  cafe  we  (hould  be  fortunate 
enough  to  get  fafe  to  the  fhore.  The  cap- 
tain, the  mate,  and  three  fourths  of  the  crew, 
not  daring  to  be  the  firft  to  try  this  defperate 
chance,  thefe  wer«  the  only  means  that  re« 
mained  to  fave  them  • 

Scarcely  had  we  touched  the  water  with 
our  oars,  when  the  eddy  of  the  lea  forced 
them  out  of  our  hands  ;  the  boat  was  overfet, 
the  waves  difperfed  us,  and  threw  us  all  upon 
the  beach,  except  M.  Devoife,  brother  to  th« 
Conful  of  Tripoli,  in  Syria.  I  rufhed  into  the 
lea,  and  had  the  good  fortune  to  refcue  him 
from  a  watry  grave. 

Our  wretched  companions,  who  had  re** 
mained  on  board  the  fhip,  no  longer  looked 
up  to  us  for  afiiflance  ;  but  I  foon  revived 
their  feinting  hopçs,  by  leaping  into  the  water 
with  M.  Yan,  whofe  zeal  was  ever^  ready  to 
fécond  mine,  and  who  found  means  to  pre* 
vail  upon  the  reft  to  join. us  in  our  endeavours 
to  get  the  boat  afloat.  We  eff«<3:cd  it  with  a 
great  deal  of  laboyr  ;   but  great  was  our  re«« 

A  a  2  compence 
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competiûB  alfo,  when  we  had  put  the  reft  of 
the  crew  afhore!  We  only  efc^ped,  how* 
evcyr,  from  this  firfl  danger,  to  be  the  viâiin^ 
of  another  of  a  ftiU  more  dreadful  kind* 

I  aiked  the  captain  at  what  diftancehff 
fuppofed  we  might  be  from  Senegal  ;  but  wa^ 
IT  from  being  fatisfied  with  his  anfwer.  Not 
knowing  confequently  what  route  to  follow, 
I  told  my  companions,  that  I  could  hardljr 
^iitter  myfelf  that  I  ihould  he  able  to  lead 
l^em  to  fome  hamlet  of  the  Trargpa  natiopt 
where  I  might  hope  to  meet  with  fome  of  the 
Arabs  with  whom  I  had  had  dealmgs  at  the 
iettlement  of  Senegal.  "  In  that  cafe,"  added 
I,  **  our  captivity  would  be  lef?  rigorous  and 
of  ihorter  duration.  But  I  dread  ou£  meeting 
with  fome  horde  of  the  tribes  of  puadelio^s» 
aftd  JLabdefleba»  a  favage  race,  whofe  only 
food  is  the  milk  of  their  camels,  and  who  are 
for  ever  wandering  up  and  down  the  dçfert.- 

We  had  fcarçely  landed,  wheq  I  prevailed 
tipon  my  companions  to  cliipb  u|^  the  rocks^ 
^  and  to  try  to  difcover  on  what  fliore  Provi^ 
deocç  had  thrown  us.  When  we  had  reached 

•  •  ■  .  • 

the  fummit,  we'  perceived  an  itnmenfe  plain^ 
covered  with  white  fand,  over  which  were 

fhinly 
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thinly  fcattered  a  few  creeping  plants  »  not 
tinlike  the  branches  of  coral.  The  feed 
they  bear  is  of  the  fame  colour^  and  nearly  of 
the  fame  form  as  muftard-feed.  The  Arabs 
call  it  jfvezouiii  gather  it,  and  make  a  pafte  of 
it^  that  they  coniider  as  a  luxury.  At  a  great 
tdxftance,  the  «ye  could  difcover  hilb  of  fmall 
islevation,  which  being  covered  with  a  ipecies 
of  wHd  heath,  refembled  an  extend ve  Ibreft. 

While  walkitag  towards  theKe  hills,  I  per- 
ceived ibme  earners  dung  upon  the  ground, 
and  £oon  after  faw  ieveral  grazing  in  different 
jplaées.  We  could  then  no  longer  doubt  that 
this  diftriâ  Was  inhabited,  and  feU  ourfelves 
more  at  cafe  after  the  difcovery  ;  for  without 
knowing  among  what  people  our  fate  had 
conduced  us,  we  were  the  happier  on  ap-« 
proadiitig  human  habitations,  as  hunger, 
which  began  to  be  importunate,  might  have 
driven  ns  to  direful  extremities*  No  one 
knew  better  than  I  what  we  had  to  fear  from 
it  ;  and  the  eflfeâs  of  thirft  were  Aill  more  to 
be  dreaded 

This  £àd  reflexion  occupied  my  mind,  when 
I  pei-ceived  fbme  children  at  a  diftance,  haft* 
ing  to  coUed  their  herds  of  goats^  and  t9 

A  a  3  drive 
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drive  them  away.    I  concluded  from  thence 
that  ^e  had  been  defcried,  and  that  our  ap« 
pearance  had  excited  fortie  apprehenfion.  The 
cries  of  the  children  fpread  the  alarm  through 
the  neighboufing  camps  ^  and  we  foon  faw 
the  inhabitants  advancing  to  meet  us»    No 
fooner  did  they  make  out  what  we  were,  than 
they  feparated,  began  to  Ikip  and  dance  upon 
the  fand,  covered  their  faces  with  their  faaiids^ 
and  howled  afid  dried  ifi  the  moft  dreadful 
manner  ;  tliis  was  enough  to  convince  us  that 
they  were  little  acquainted  with  Europesn 
faces.    Their  gcftures,  and  the  meafbres  th^ 
took  to  furrouhd  us,  did  not  afford  a  favour- 
able prefàge.   I  therefore  told  my  fellows^ in 
misfortune  not  to  feparate,  byt  to  walk  on  in 
an  orderly  manner,   until   I  ihould  be  near 
enough  to'  make  mylelf  heard.    In  my  former 
voyages  to  Senegal,  I  had  learnt  a  few  words 
of  Arabic,  from  which  I  hoped  to  derireinuch 
advantage  on  the  préfént  occafion.     I  began 
by  tying  a  white  handkerchief  to  the  end;  of 
my  cane,  in  the  form  of  a  flag  ;  Perhaps^ 
thought  I,  they  may  have  fome  knowledge 
of  this  fignal,  efpecially  if  any  of  them  have 
been  at  Senegal  ;  or  if  they  have  ever  feeii 

(hipping 
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ihipping  on  their-  coail,  they  will  know  us  to 
be  .unfortunate  fhipwrecked  Frenchmen, 

When'  we  drew  near  the  favages,  fome  of. 

my  companions,  among  whom  were  the  firft 

and   ibcond  mates,  difperfed  ;  but  they  were 

immediately  furrounded  and  feized   by  the 

collar.     It  was  hot  till  that  moment,  when 

the   rays  of  the  fun  were  refleâed  from  tke 

poliihed  fleel  of  their  daggers,  that  we  dii^ 

covered  them  to  be  armed  ;   for  not  having 

perceived  it  as  yet,  I  had  advanced  without 

ftajr.'    The  two  unfortunate  men,  who  had 

been  carried  off,  not  making  their  appearance 

again,  all  my  efïbrts  to  flop  the  others  became 

fruitkfs  :  fear  took  pofleflion  of  their  minds  ; 

they  uttered  unanimous  cries  of  defpair,  and 

ran   off  in  various  direâions«    The  Arabs^ 

armed  with  weighty  cutlafles,  and  little  maces, 

rufhed  on  them  with  incredible  ferocity  ;  and 

I   foon  beheld  fome  of  them  wounded,  and 

others  flripped  naked,  and  ftretched  out  al« 

moft  breathlefs  on  the  fand. 

In  the'  midft  of  this  horrible  maflacre,  I 
perceived  an  uilarmed  Arab.  From  his  drefs 
I  took  him  for  one  of  thofe  who  had  accom- 
panied Prince  AUicoury,  in  a  viiit  he  had  for-» 

A  a  4  ^^^^Z 
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merlj  made  me  on  the  Ifland  of  St.  Lomt^ 
and  immediately  I  ran  to  throw  myfelf  into 
Bis  arms;  but  after,  viewing  me  for  fome 
time,  he  caft  upon  me^  upon  the  mate,  Mon« 
deur  Devoife,  and  five  others  of  the  crew, 
who  had  never  quitted  me,  a  look  of  difésm^ 
which  told  us  but  too  plainly,  that  we  were 
not  lefs  unfortunate  than  the  reft  :  he  took 
me  by  the  hand,  looked  at  it  with  attention^ 
counted  my  fingers,  and  put  his  hand  into 
the  hollow  of  mine,  making  at  the  fame  time 
lèverai   motions  with   his  head.     He  tbea 
aiked  me  who  I  was,  what  I  came  to  do 
there,  and  how  I  had  found  my  way  thither» 
1  traced  the  form  of  a  fhip  upon  the  fhnd,  and 
with  the  afilflance  of  the  few  Arabic  words  1 
was  acquainted  with,  and  of  my  geftures,  I 
found  means  to  make  him  underfland  that 
1  folicited  his  afii  fiance  to  conduct  us  to  the 
phce  of  our  deûination,     I  added  that  I  had 
about  me  wherewith  to  recompenfe  his  trou- 
ble, and  this  lail  article  he  deemed  to  undef'* 
(land  better  than  the  preceding  ones;  for 
immediately  after  he  locked  his  fingers  im 
fnitte^  as  an  afiWance  that  from  that  moment 
wc  "hrore  clofely  conneâed;  and  told  me  witk 

equal 
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tqual  hafte  to  deliver  to  him  the  effets  of 
whkh  I  had  juft  fpoken.  I  gaVe  him  two 
vtty  handfbme  Watches,  one  a  répéter,  with 
the  chains  belonging  to  them,  a  gold  ftock- 
buckle^  two  pair  of  filver  buckles,  a  ring  fet 
with  brilliants,  a  filver  cup,  fork,  and  fpoon^ 
and  two  hundred  livres  in  fpecie.  I  thought 
I  remarked,  that  though  much  plcafed  with 
the  trinkets,  &c.  he  was  ftill  more  fo  with 
the  money.  With  great  care,  and  ftill  greater 
myftery,  he  hid  his  treafure  in  his  blue  ihirt, 
promifing  not  to  abandon  me.  The  precau-* 
tion  I  had  taken  in  faving  thefe  valuable  ef« 
feus,  proved  to  me,  in  the  end,  an  almoft  in<* 
exhauftible  iburce  of  fbrrow. 

As  icon  as  the  Arab's  booty  was  fecure,  he 
aikëd  on  what  part  of  the  coaft  we  had  been 
Ihipwrocked.  I  pointed  it  out  to  him  ;  and 
he  immediately  called  feveral  of  his  people, 
and  told  them  to  follow  him.  From  the 
manner  in  which  they  addrefled  him,  I  per** 
ceived  that  my  protedor  was  a  man  of  con^^ 
fequence;  and  indeed  he  was  their  prieft^ 
whom  they  call  ^albe. 

When  arrived  at  the  fea-fide,  they  began 
to  utter  loud  cries  of  joy  ;  but  the  jeaioqfy, 

vifibU 


^t  Voyages  to  the 

Vifiblé  iri  their  facM,  ere  loilg  called  up  the 
fpirit  of  difcord.  They  deternainted  to  make- 
\is  fwim  on  board,  and  get  out  of  the  ihip 
every  thing  it  was  poflible  to  fave;  but  we 
all  declined  it,  on  the  pretence  of  not  jTwim- 
ming^  and  they  were  obliged  to  go.  aboard 
themfelvés.  How  ftl-ongly  was  the  fear  of 
not  having  as  much  as  thofe  who  had  fwum 
to  the  fliip,  expreflfed  by  thofe  who  jemained 
afliore  !    The  women  were  particularly  out* 


ragieôuài 


Li  the  mean  time  ttic  hews  of  our  ûiip^ 
Wreck  was  already  fpread  over  the  country  ; 
and  the  greedy  favagcs^  whofe  numbers  could 
not  fail  to  excite,  ftiil  further  jealoufy,  were 
feên  running  down  from  every  quarter  :  they 
foon  caihe  to  blows,  and  feveral  loft  their 
lives.  The  women,  enraged  at  not  being 
able  to  plunder  the  fhip^  fell  upon  us^  and 
tore  off  the  finall  remains  of  clothes  we  had 
upon  our  backs:  they  were  particularly  at* 
tentive  to  mine,  which  I  had .  prefervèd  fill 
jhcn,  and  which  they  thought  deferred  a 
preference. 

My  mafter,  who  was  more  like  aay  thing 
elfe  than  a  warrior^  and  who  perceived  that 

the 
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the  number  of  Arabs  was  every  moment  in- 
creaiingy  called  two  of  his  friends^  whom  he 
veiy- Wifely  admitted  to  ihe  partnerfhip  of 
twelve  (hipw recked  men  that  had  putrthem* 
felves  under  his  protcâjio».  This^  was  the 
beft  means  of  acquiring  p^rtizans^  and  of  pie* 
ferving  the  portion  he  had  referved  fo;r  .him- 
felf.  After  having  made  the  neceflary  ftipu- 
lations,  as  well  for  (hariag  what  had  already 
been  got  out  of  the  (hip,  as  for  the  divifipn  of 
the  (laves  that  had  been  made,  he  withdrew 
from  the  crowd  by  way  of  fecuring  us  againft 
any  infult.  It  was  in  a  miferable  hut,  cover- 
ed with  mofs,  that  we  were  lodged,  or  rather 
eaped  upon  one  another. 

Our  mafter's  firft  care  was  to  fearch  usi 

-  •     •  •  .  .       ' 

fcrupuloufly^  for  fear  we  fliould  ftill  have  any 
thing  concealed.  Unfortunately  for  them^ 
my  companions  had  not  been  ^ble  to  keep  the 
imalleil  article  for  him,  fo  that  in  his  ill  hu- 
mour  he  treated  them  without  the  leaft  re- 
gard.  He  took  away  even  their  fliirts  and 
handkerchiefs^  giving  them  to  underftand 
that  if  he  did  not,  fome  other  would.  He 
wanted  to  go  the  fame  length  with  me,  but 

I  told 
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I  told  him  that  I  had  already  given  liini 
chough,  and  he  defifted. 

Not  knowing  as  yet  whdt  horde  t  had 
fallen  in  with^  I  addreffed  itiyfelf  to  my  ttià^ 
ûtt^  with  à  view  of  obtâiiling  information  on 
that  head,  and  by  means  of  n^ords  and  figns 
had  with  him  the  following  converfation  i 
.  **  What  is  your  name,  and  that  of  yout 
tribe  ?  And  why  did  you  avoid  the  bànd$  that 
advanced  to  the  fea-iide  ?"-*-"  My  name  is 
Sidy  Mahammet  del  Zouza  ;  Ay  tribe  is  that 
of  Labdefleba  ;  and  I  avoided  the  Ouadelims 
bbcaufe  we  do  not  live  with  them  on  friendly 
terms»  But,  pray  what  is  your  name  ?  Are 
you  the  brother  of  thefe  mctt  ?"  IheWing  tne 
my  companions.  I  anfwered  his  quefiions  : 
but  Î  WAS  much  afHiâred  at  finding  that  we 
were  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  moft  fero- 
cious among  the  inhabitants  of  the  Deferts  oî 
Arabia.  I  6>refaw  that  we  ihould  have  no^ 
thing  but  hardlhips  and  trouble  to  undergo^ 
till  the  moment  of  our  deliverance.  But  how 
were  we  to  be  delivered  ?  Alas  I  I  hardly 
dared  flatter  myfclf  with  the  hope. 

My  fears  were  but  tod  well  founded^     My 
mafter,  after  having  buried  the  little  treafure 

with 
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ivlth  whfch  I  had  juft  enriched  him,  return- 
pd  to  the  beach,  to  feç  what  was  coming  to 
hifn  of  the  plunder  of  the  (hip.     During  his 
ab(ience  a  ban4  of  Quadelims  came  to  beiiege 
pur   retreat*     They  facked,  plundered,  and 
pvertumcd  every  thing.     They  laid  hold  of 
ibme  of  us  by  th^  throats,  of  others  by  the 
}iair  ;    two  of  them  advanced  towards   me, 
took  me  by  the  arms,  and  dragged  me  firfi: 
one  way,  aiid  then  anpther.     The  fmall  re- 
xnaitis  of  my  drefs  became  the  objeâ  of  their 
jealous  fury.    More  of  them  run  up,  fur- 
round,  and  carry  me  off;  and  after  having 
torn  off  my  fliirt  and  neck-handkerchief, 
pufhed  me  behind  a  heap  of  fand.     There 
they  committed  all  kind  of  outrages  upon 
myperfpn:  I  gave  myfelf  up  for  loft,  and 
thought  that  I  was  going  to  expire  beneath 
their  blows.     The  cords  with  which  they 
Were  preparing  to  tie  me»  feemed  to  announce 
that  my  laft  hour  was  at  hand.   I  was  in  this 
cruel  expeâation,  when  one  of  the  afTociates 
of  my  mafter  ran  up,  quite  out  of  breath. 
**  Stop,**  cried  he,   **  you  have  committed 
unheard  of  outrages  in  the  hut  of  Sidy  Ma- 
hammet,    our  talbe.     Not  contented  with 

having 
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having  carried  off  his  flave,  you  have,  in  your 
blind  rage,  trod  under  foot  the  holy  books  of 
our  religion  ;  the  prieft,  incenfed  at  the  inde^ 
cency  of  your  facribgious  condué^,  has  in- 
lifted  that  the  old  men  of  both-  parities  (hould 
affemble,  and  judge  the  guHty  in  full  council* 
Believe  me;  give  him  back  his  (lave;  it  is 
the  only  means  to  appeafe  his  anger^  and  pre- 
vent the  confe<juences*.**  This  threat  pro- 
duced the  effeét  that  Mahammet's  emif&ry 
expe^ed,  I  was  delivered  up  to  him  by 
thofe  v^ho  had  treated  me  fo  cruelly,  after 
having  feparated  me  from  my  companions  in 
misfortune.  He  took  me  away  immediately^ 
to  lead  me  to  a  new  fccne  of  torture, 

Nouegem,  for  that  was  the'  name  of  the 
man  who  had  juft  delivered  me,  conducted 
me  dire£Uy  to  the  .place  where  the  council 
was  affembled.  "  Here,**  faid  he,  introduce 
ing  me,  *'  is  Sidy  Mahammet's  flave  :  I  have 
been  following  him  the  whole  day,  that  I 

■ 

*  I  was  not  as  yet  fufficîcntly  mafter  of  the  Arabic  to 
comprehend  this  fpeech  and  feveral  others  that  I  ilhail  men- 
tion ;  but  when  I  underftood  that  langi^age  bettf r,  I  beg-* 
jjed  wy  mafler  to  repeat  tbçm. 

might 
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miglit  not  fofe  fight  of  him  ;  and  after  much 
danger  and  fatigue,  I  have  got  him  out  of  the 
hand's  of  thofe  who  had  carried  him  off.  I 
aik,  as  the  reward  of  my  pains,  that  he  may 
be  one  of  the  (laves  that  are  to  belong  to  me. 
I  have  the  greater  right  to  him,  as  I  faw  him 
deliver  to  his  matter  a  quantity  of  efFeâs, 
which  ijbemed  to  be  very  valuable.*'  Imme? 
diately  a  crowd  of  women  and  children  ga-f 
thered  round  me.  They  looked  at  me  attenr 
tively,  and  all  cried  out  together.  Es  Rey. 

Sidy  Mahammet,  enraged  at  what  Noue^ 

gem  had  juft  revealed  in  regard  to  his  trea-» 

iiire,  and  at  the  pretenfiona  he  hadjuft  dif- 

covered,  caft  upon  him  a  look  full  of  conr 

tempt  and  anger,    and   fpoke  as    follows  : 

*^  Whether  this  Chriftian  be  rey  or  not,  he 

beloags  to  me  :  he  came  of  his  own  accord 

to  throw  himfçlf  into  my  arms,  and  I  have 

promifed    to  proteâ  and  condu£):  him    tp 

Prince  Allicoury.    I  have  given  my  word, 

and  I  hope  the  tribunal  will  make  a  diilinc- 

tion  in  favour  of  my  rights,  between  a  man 

of  my  charaddr,  and  fuch  a  one  as  Nouegem, 

whom  I  Ihould  pùnifli  feverely  if  I  treated 

him  as  he  deferves.*'    The  reader  may  judge 

from 


36f  .VOYAGES  TO  THE 

from  hence  of  the  pride'  of  the  Araluaii 
priefts. 

**  Since  fuch  are  your  pretcnficms,**  an- 
fwered  the  Arab,  **  and  as  your  flave  cannot 
be  mine,  he  fhall  die  by  my  hand.'*  On  fay- 
ing thefe  words,  he  drew  his  dagger  to  ftab 
me.  I  flood  trembling  beneath  the  harba* 
riants  threatening  fteel  ;  but  tny  mafier,  with* 
out  lofs  of  time,  threw  upon  ntie  a  kind  of 
rofary  *  of  enormous  length  ;  he  then  took  a 
little  book  which  hung  to  his  girdle  :  and  at 
the  fame  inftant  the  women  ruihed  upon  me» 
and  took  me  out  of  the  hands  of  Nouegem  to 
deliver  me  into  thofe  of  thç  wrathful  prieft, 
fo  much  were  they  afraid  left  he  ihould  pro* 
nounce  an  anathema  again  ft  his  adverfary. 
The  council  in  a  body  approved  the  talbe's  ex- 
ertion of  authority  ;  while  the  conduâ  of  the 
women  was  much  laughed  at,  and  applauded 
àt  the  fame  time. 

At  a  few  paces  from  the  placé  where  the 
fcene  had  juft  paft,  I  found  my  fellows  in 
misfortune,  whom  I  had  defpaired  of  evtr 

♦  The  talbes  wear  a  long  firing  of  iij-fmall  blacklxdls» 
and  make  ufe  of  theiu  as  the  Catholics  d9  of  thôr  vofancs. 

feeing 
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icdung  again.  Btit^  gtiod  heavens  !  ia  what  a 
ftate  did  I  find  them  1  they  had  already  begun 
to  feel  tht  ItormentB  of  hungen  They  had 
ate  nothing  for  two  days  ;  nor  was  1  kfs  ex* 
haufted  than  they;  bat  the  critical  circum- 
flances  ka  which  I  had  found  myielf,  bùad  fo 
abated  my  Spirits,  that  I  had .  m  x  manner 
loft  tbe  faculty  of  feeling  the  want  by  which 
t  was  fo  hardly  prefTed.  ^ 

Wliçn  become  a  Uotle  more  tranquil^  I  re*- 
fieéted  on  the  danger  from  which  ■  I  had  fb 
fortunately  efcapcd;  and  my.  emotion  was  fo 
great  that  I  could  not  refrain  ttotA  Wieeping» 
I  endearoured  to  conceal  from  every'  eye  this 
teftimony  of  my  fenfibility  and  griefs  But 
ibme  women  -perceiving  it,  iiiAead  of  being 
knovcd  to  compaiik>n  threw  fand*  in  my  eyes^ 
M  ihéy  faid,  to  wipe  away  my  tears.  Luckily 
the  night  coming  on,  and  conceiling  me  from 
thttt  view,  faved  me  from  thfe  Fury  of  tiiefe 
monfters. 

Three  days  had  already  elapfed  ikice  we 
were  itoade  (laves,  and  we  had  as  yet  had  no^ 
thing  to  eat  but  a  little  meal,  fpdiled  by  thd 
ialt  water,  and  rendered  ftill  tnore  deteflable 
iiy  a  mixture  of  barley^ meal,  that  had  been 
^        »  B  b  long 
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long  kept  in  goat  ikinâ;  and  cVea  this 
wretched  repaft  was  interrupted  by  cries  of 
alarm^  which  we  heard  at  fome  diâance. 

One  of  Sidy  Mahammet's  friends  ran  up  to 
him  to  advife  him  to  hide  himfelf  as  faft  as 
poffible,  as  the .  Ouadelims  were  pouring  in 
from  all  quarters,  with  the  intention  of  car^- 
fying  off  what  his  horde  had  captured. 
^*  Fly  with  your  flaves,"  fàid  he,  "  while  I 
go  and  aflemble  fome  of  our  people  ;  and  at 
the  diwn  of  day  we  will  fct  off  on  our  march 
to  return  to  our  habitations/'  I  hare  iince 
learned  that' the  Arabs  of  the  hordd  of  Lab*- 
deffeba  had  only  repaired  to  the  fea^coaft 
three  dajrs  btefore  our  (hip wrecks  to  gather 
wild  grain  fof  the  fubfiftence  of  their  fktni- 
lies.  A  plice  of  rendezvous  was^  agreed 
upon;  after  which  we  went  aiid  hid  our- 
felvies  behind  ibme  hilloeks  of  faiid,  wheri 
we  remained  tiH  fome  Arabs  of  a  difFereiit 
tribe,  but  equally  interefted  in  the  prefervaf^ 
tion  of  (hdr  plifndei',  came  to  join  us^  aad^  re- 
inforce jojir  band.  A  guide^  who  had  gone 
before;  us^  had  placed  fiAall  pyramids  of  ftone^ 
from  diftance  to  diftànce,  to  point  otit  th« 
road  we  were  to  follow,  and  to  prerént  out 

jfalliois 
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&lling  into  the  midfl  of  fome  hodile  horde, 
particularly  that  of  the  Ouadelims..  Thefe 
people,  indeed,  are  uriiverfally  fo  greedy  and- 
lapacious,  'that  friends,  or  enenaies,  they  are 
almoft  equally  to  be. feared.  At. break  of 
day,  all  thdfe  that  had  Chriftian  flaves,  hav- 
ing joined  us,  we  fct  off  on  our  march  for  the 
ialand  country,  where  refided  the.  families  of 
dur  refpcâive  mafters. 

It  is  impoffible  .for  rae  to  ejcprefs  how 
mnch  we  had  to  fuffer,  efpecially  from  thtrfti 
it  became  fo  jÂinful  to  us  to  niove  quit 
tongues,  that  we  ^id  not  dare  to  aik  one  ano- 
ther  any  queftions.  We  were  ofoligedto  go  the 
fame  pace  as  the  camels,  which  were  hurried 
on  at  a  rapid  rate  ;  and  our  matters,  from  the 
fear  of  our  being  Jtaken  from  them, .  marched 
Tind  counter-marched  us  fb  many .  different 
ways-,  that  it  was  fifteen  days,  .before  we 
reached  their  habitation,  while,  by  following 
the  dn-c£t  road,  we  fhould  have  arrived  there 
'at  moft  in  five. 

After  having  climbed  up  mountains  of  a 
prodigious  height^  and  entirely  covered  with 
fiftali  grey  flones  as  iharp  as  flints,  we  de- 
fcended  into  a  fkndy  bottom,  thickly  fown 

Bbz  with 
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with  prickly  thiftlcs.  Tliêre  wfe  flackened 
our  pace:  the  folcsof  nHy  fed:  were  bjr  this 
time  all  over  bloody  and  it  became  impoffîbb 
fbr  me  to  get  on  any  ïtfrther.  My  mafter 
was  therefore  obliged  to  take  me  tip  behind 
him  on  his  CafOriel  $  but  this  attention  on  his 
party  fb  far  from  being  a  relief  to  me,  was  the 
oavife  of  my  fuffering  unheard  of  torments. 
The  camePs  pace  is  naturally  very  heavy,  and 
bis  trot  excc»(Ëngly  hard.  As  I  was  naked  I 
had  iiothing  between  tne  and  the  animales 
bare  bade,  fi>  «that  in  a  fhort  time  I  was 
dreadfiilly  galkd.  My  bldod  ftreamed  down 
the  ilanks  of  the  camel  :  but  this  fpeâacie^ 
iaiVead  of  exciting  the  ienfibility  and  com* 
^Mtllicm  of  thèjfè  barbarians,  ferved  them  as 
imatter  of  anmfement.  They  made  a  fport 
l>f  my  fufiërings  ;  a»ld  that  they  might  enjoy 
it^be  better,  iirged  on  the  beafts  upon  which 
they  were  mounted.  My  fores  would  no 
'4onbt 'have  become  incurable,  if  I  had  not 
come  to  a  violent ^  though  neceffary  refeln*» 
tien,  that  ofictting  myfelf  fall  upon  the  fand 
All  the  hurt  I  met  with  in  falling,  was  Ûm 
-being  pricked  from  head  to  foot  by  the 
thiffties,  with  which  I  have  already  faid  the 
greoind  was  covered. 
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In  the  dulk  of  the  cv^ening,  we  perceived  a 
very  thick  ïhdoke,  and  I  thought  we  were 
approaching  fome  hamlet  where;  we  ihould 
6nd  ibooething  to  eat,  and  aboveiall  ibmer 
thing  to  drink;  hut  I  foon  i&w  t|ia(  it  was 
nothing  but  underwood^  behind  which  our 
guide  had  taken  up  his  lodging.  I  Went  zni 
firetched  myfelf  out  behind  a  buih»  and  there 
waited  fox  death;  but  fcarcdy  bad  I  laid 
down  when  an  Arab  of  our  company  camé  to 
make  me  get  up  aad  unload  his  camel.  I 
was  fo  incenfed  at  the  manner  in  which  this 
man  gave  me  orders^  that  I  anfwered  him 
without  any  ceremony.  Immediately  he 
fnatched  o^F  my^  head  an  old  fâilor*s  hat  that 
had  been  given  to  me  inftead  of  my  own^ 
ipit  upon  it  as  ^  mark  of  contempt^  and  ieiz« 
ed  me  very  roughly  by  the  arm  to  dnig  me 
towards  the  cameL  As  foon  as* he  laid  his 
hand  upon  me,  I  was  no  longer  mailer  of  my 
refbntment.  I  bogan  by  giving  him  a  blow 
in  the.  face  with  my  fift;  then  dtfengaging 
yny felf  from  his  hands,  I  took  up  a  itick  with 
a  lance  at  the  end  4  and  ran  up  to  {Irike  him, 
but  hé  took  tp  his  lieela,  and  thus  efcaped  the 
effeâs  of  my  angen 

Bb3  At 
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At  the  fameinftant  I  pefceived  my  mafter 
advancing  towards  me*  Not  knowing  hi« 
defigu,  I  called  out  to  him  that  if:  his  inten* 
tion  was  to  avenge  his  countryman,  he  would 
find  me  prepared  to  go  any  length,  rather 
than  fufFer  myfelf  to  be  ftruck.  My  refolu- 
tion  and  threats  made  him  laugh  ;  however 
he  dlfpelled  my  apprehenfions,  by  telling  ma 
I  had  nothing  to  fear.  This  adventure  made 
me  imagine  that  with  firmnefs  I  might  «tvoid 
a  great  deal  oif  ill-treatment,  to  which  I  could 
not  fail  of  being  expofed,  if  I  (hewed  any 
figns  of  fear,  and  I  often  experienced  after- 
wards, that  this  idea  was  vvell- founded 
Thefe  Arabs  are  only  brave  where  they  meet 
with  no  refiftance. 

Soon  after  I  faw  preparations  made  which 
ga\'e  me  a  gre^t  deal  of  uneafinefs.  Flints 
were  heated  in  a  large  kind  of  furnace  ;  I  fzw 
a  great  (tone,  which  was  lying  under  abuih, 
taken  up-;  a'hole  w^sdug  in  the  earth,  and  the 
Arabs  frequently  repeating  my  nam*,  burft 
into  violent  fits  of  laughter.  At  length  they 
called  me,  and  made  me  draw  near  the  hole 
they  had  jufl:  dug.  He,  whom  I  had  beat, 
made  me  a  number  of  figns  with  his  hand^ 

I      '>  paffing 
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pafling  it  backwards  and  forwards  along  his 
neck,  as  if  he  Viras  going  to  cut  off  his  head, 
or  meant  to  make.meimderfland  that  I  fhould 
lofe  mine.     Determined  as  I  was  to  make  a 
Août  refinance,  all  thefe  geflures  excited  very 
\inpleafknt  feelings.    But  how  great  was  mj 
iurprize,  when,  on  ajpproaching  the  cavity,  I 
{javv"  a  leathern  bottle,  a  little  bag  containing 
barley  meal,  and  a  goat  that  had  been  lately 
killed  taken  out  of  it.    The  iight  of  thefe 
proviûons  reftored  me  to  my  tranquillity,  al- 
though I  was  ignorant  of  the  ufe  to  which 
the  heated  .flints   were   to  be  applied.     At 
length  I  faw  a  wooden  velTel,  in  which  fbme 
barley-meal  had  been  thrown,   filled  with 
water  ;  and  the  heated  pebbles  thrown  into 
it  ferved  to  make  it  boil.     It  was  thus  that 
our  maflers  made  a  kind  of  pafle,  which  they 
jcneaded  in  their  hands,  and  fwallowed  with*- 
out  chewing.    As  tp  us  flaves,  our  repafl 
coniifled  of  the  fame  noeal  mixed  up  with 
water  :  it  was  thrqvsjn  upon  a  carpet  which 
ferved  our  maft.ec  to  put  under  his  •  feet  dur- 
ing the  prayer,  and  9^  a  mattrafs  at  nighty 
After  having  for  a  long  while  kneaded  this 
pafle^hedelivercd  it  to  me  to  divide  it  with  my 

B  b  4  fellow 
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fsUotr  fiaves«  It  is  impaffible  to  ceoceive 
how  naufeous  it  was  to  the  tafte.  The  water 
with  .whicfx  it  was  made,  had  been  procured 
upoa  the  ica^fide,  and  then  inclofed  in  a  raw 
goat^s-lkia  ;  to  prêtent  it  ffom  corruptihg^  a 
kind  of  tar  had  been  put  into  it^  aînd  had  giyen 

•  •  « .  # 

it  a  nooft  horrid  fmeth  The  fame  water  was 
given  las  lor  our  drink^  and  bad  as  k  was^  In 
very  fmall  quaiitlties. 

The  Arab  whom  I  had  ftruck,  hearing  %ha^ 
I  complained»  gave  me  the  remains  of  hi$ 
pafte,  and  told  me  that  the  next  dsijr  we. 
ihould  eat  the  go^t,  which  had  been  kille4 
on  purpoib  for  us,  as  he  had  given  me  %o  uh- 
deriland  by  his  figns.  I  teflified  to  him,  half 
by  words,  and  half  by  geftures,  my  great  fur- 
prize  at  the  ending  of  thefe  proyidocis  ;  and 
he  employed  the  fame  language  (o  telt  me^ 
that  the  guide,  who  had  gone  oxx  before  us, 
had  procured  them  in  a  neighbouring  ham- 
let,  and  had  hid  them  under  ground,  to  con- 

•  •  • 

cear  them  from  the  fight  of  the  Moors,  ia 
cafe  any  ihould  pafs  that  way.  Thefe  details 
afloniflied  me,  but  leis,  I  muA  confefs,  than 
to  fee  the  refentment  of  this  Arab  converted 
into  adls  of  kindnefs  and  cdmplaiiknce.  When 

our 
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pyjt  repàft  was  over,  each  of  us  retired  to 
fleep  behind  a  bu(h. 

As  early  as  the  dawn  of  day,  we  heard  our 
inafters  voices,  ordering  us ,  to  afTemble  and 
load  our  camels.  After  having  obeyed  them» 
we  continued  our  journey  with  the  fmall 
fjuantity  of  provifions  that  remained.  It  was 
almoù  noon  when  we  halted  in  a  plain, 
where  we  did  not  find  a  fingle  tree  to  ihade 
us  froni  the  rays  of  the  fun,  which  cam^ 
down  pjBrpendicuIarly  upon  our  heads.  There 
jve  were  employed  ii|  unloading  the  camels, 
and  in  tearing  up  roots  to  make  a  fire,  a  piece 
of  bufinefs  the  more  difagreeable,  as  in  this 
çôumtry  all  the  trees,  roots  and  flirubs  are  co- 
yered  with  thorns.  As  foon  as  the  fire  had 
Heated  the  fand,  the  goat  waj?  entirely  cover- 
ed with  it,  and  we  continued  to  feed  the 
jHames,  while  our  mafters  regaled  themfclves 
with  the  raw  greafe  ;  they  even  fecmcd  to 
confider  it  as  a  great  dainty.  As  foon  as  the 
meat  was  drei&d,  it  vv^a&  taken  up;  and  the 
Arabs,  without  giving  themfelves  the  time  to 
take  off  the  fand  that  wis  fticking  to  it,  de-i^ 
voured  it  with  incredible  voracity.  After 
having  well  gnawed  the  bones,  they  made 

ufe 
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ijfc  of  their  nails,  the  better  to  tear  îiway  t^e 
little  remaining  flefli  ;  they  then  threw  thenx 
to  us,  enjoining  us  to  eat  with  difpatch,  and 
reload  the  camels,  that  we  might  renew  our 
march  without  delay. 

The  fun  was  near  fetting,  when  by  tho 
light  of  its  fiery  rays  (for  in  this  country  the 
fun  almoft  always  fets  in  a  red  horizon)  we 
difcovcred  tents  fciattered  here  and  there 
upon  a  rifing  ground,  and  flocks  and  herds 
returning  from  pafture;  The  inhabitants  of 
the  camp  we  were  approaching  came  out  in 
crowds  to  meet  us  ;  but,  far  from  praâifing 
the  kind  laws  of  hofpitality  in  our  regard, 
they  loaded  us  with  abufe,  and  made  us  fufFer 
the  moft  inhunian  treatment  :  two  of  my 
fellows  in  misfortune  were  reduced  to  a  moft 
dreadful  ftate  ;  the  women  cfpecially,  far 
more  ferocious  than  the  men,  took  a  pleafurc 
in  tormenting  them.  The  refiftance  ouf 
mafters  dared  to  oppofe  was  a  very  feeble 
one  ;  they  feemed  on  the  contrary  delighted 
to  fee  that  more  attention  was  paid  to  us  than 
to  the  lading  of  their  camels. 

I  had  removed  to  a  little  diftance  from  mine, 
when  all  on  a  fudden,  perceiving  a  mao  level 

a  double^ 
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a  double-barrelled  gun*  at  me,  I  prefented  1117 

brcaA  tohtm^  and  bad  him  £re.    This  a£t  of 

firmnefS)  to  which  he  vvaa  no  doubt  little  ac« 

cuftomedy  aftoniihed  him^  and  his  furprize 

contributed  to  flrengthen  my  idea,  that  an 

appearance  of  uot  fearing  thefe  people,  keeps 

them  in  aifve.     I  was  walking  up  to  the  man 

in  queilion,  when  a  ftone,  thrown  by  an  un- 

known  hand,  but  which  I  fufpeâed  to  be  that 

of  a  womaji,  ftruck  me  on  the  head.    I  was 

Aunned  for  a  moment;  as  foon  as  I  reco- 

yered  my  fenles, .  I  fell  into  a  violent  rage^ 

and   called   out   for   venge^mce,    .This  was 

enough  to  fpread  fright  and  terror  among  the 

çhUdrçn  ;  and  even  the  favages,  who  were 

pome  <>ut  .to  meet   us,   not   knowing  what 

jnight  be  the  matter,  took  flight.     One  of 

Xhem,  however,  before  he  retired,  ftruck  mc 

on  the  brçafl:  with  the  butt-end  of  a  mufket; 

^nd  made  ipe  vomit  blood.    If  I  could  have 

difçôvered  the  ipan  who  dealt  the  blow,  I 

\vould  have  revenged  myfelf  at  all  events; 

*  In  the  courfe  of  4  few  years  paû,  feveral  fliips  going 
on  the  flave-trade  have  been  loft  on  that  coaft  :  Jhe  Aral» 
having  taken  out  the  cargoes,  it  )$  pot  iurprizing  that  they 
fbould  have  mufkets  in  their  poSeffion.    . 

reduced 
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reduced  as  I  was  to  the  neceility  of  making 
my  complaint,  I  did  it  with  fo  much  vehe- 
mence, that  I  excited  the  curiofity  of  fome  of 
thefe  monfters.  They  aiked  my  mafter  who 
I  was.  *•  He  is  a  ChrifHan,'*  anfwered  he, 
^^  who  muft  needs  be  very  rich*  He  has  si 
great  quantity  of  mufkets,  balls,  flints,  and 
fcarlet  cloth  %.  To  judge  how  much  he  is 
fuperior  to  the  reft,  it  was  fufiioient  for  us  to 
fee  that  he  was  far  more  richly  drefTed,  to 
perceive  that  his  linen  was  perfumed  with  ^ 
very  agreeable  fcent-f,  and  to  know  that  he 
received  Prince  AlUcoury,  his  wifç,  and  all 
his  retinue  at  his  houfe/* 

I  had  thought  to  avoid  a  great  deal  c^  bad 
treatment,  by  faying  that  this  prince  had 
come  to  pay  me  a  vifit  ;  and  to  prove  it  I  hadi 
mimicked  his  buffoons,  who  are  called  egeumt. 
This  kind  of  farce  pleafed  my  mafter  <b 
much,  that  he  made  me  repeat  it  as  often  as 
he-  had  an  opportunity.  He  made  ufe  of  this 
little  ftratagem  to  divert  thofe  by  whom  he 

■ 

*  He  thought  thdt  the  ftores  in  the  king's  w^rehoofes 
belonged  to  me, 

t  This  fcent  was  héthing  more  than  lafendér,  of  which 
my  linen  had  retained  the  fme]I. 

'  '  fçare4 
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tèutâ  to  be  piundcred>  and  to  keep  tBcir  at- 
tention otherwifc  engaged*  Scarcely  had  he 
tnentioned  rtiy  talent  for  imitating  the  ege- 
timS)  '-  when  I  was  furrounded  by  men^  wd« 
men,  and  children,  who  continually  repeated 
to  xne  gunne^  iing^.  As  foon  as  I  had  done^ 
they  made  me  begin  again,  and  t  was  obliged 
to  coitn^iy,  as  well  to  amufe  them,  as  to  pro-» 
cure  (tv'hy  Ihould  I  not  confefs  it)  a  few 
drops  of  çamers  milk,  the  reward  of  this 
forry  buffoonery* 

We  ilaid  only  one  day  in  this  canton,  the 
inhabitants  of  which,  however  ill^difpofed  in 
the  begimiingv  were  good  enough  to  give  us 
proviiions  for  three  or  four  days.  The  plains 
we  traversed  in  advancing  towards  the  eaft, 
were  covered  with  little  pebbles,  as  white  as 
Ihow,  and  as  round  and  as  flat  as  a'  lentil. 
While  walking  :we  heard  a  hollow  found  be- 
.neath  our  feet,  as  if  the  ground  had  been  ex- 
cavated. Thefe  regions  afford  no  variety, 
the  country  being  entirely  flat,  and  not  pro- 
ducing any  plant  whatever^ .    The  horizon  is 

< 

• 

^  Thk  natkm  is  very  fond  of  finging  :  they  generally 
taog^tkanfclTtt  jQQndhiin  who  affords  them  this  pleafiire*! 

there 
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there! tïlbfcured  by*a  reddifli  vapour.  It  looks 
as  iF  there  were  burning  volcanoes  on  every 
fide,  'The  little  pebbles  fting  thé  feet  like 
fparks  of  fire  :  neither  bird,  nor  infefti  iafeen 
in  the  air  :  -a- profound  fileace^  that  has  fbme-^ 
thing  dreadful  in  it,  prevaib.  If-  now  and 
then  a  fmall  breeze  arife,  the  traveller  imme* 
diately  feels  extreme  laffitude  ;  his  lips  crack  j 
his  (kin  is  parched  up,  and  little  phnplés,  that 
dccafion  a  very  painful .  fmarting,  cover  his 
body.  Our  conduâors.  Who  had  advanced 
into  thefe  regibns  to  aVoid  fome  hordes j  ffoni 
whom  they  Would  have  had  rhuch  to  fear^ 
were  not  more  cxetapt  than  ourlclves  fr<H!h 
the  ills  we  fufFertd .  iii  this  trà(9;  df  countryj 
into  which  the  fiercfeft  animals 'dare  not  ad* 
ventui-Ci  The  tdys  <Jf  the  fort  ftruck  upon 
the  pebbles^  and  I  was  afraid  at  ev'ery  inf^ant 
left  the  refleélioft  fhould  depriye  me  of  rûf 
fighti 

.  We  procefeded  froni  this  iminenfe  plairt 
into  a  fécond,  vhicH  the  wind  had  furrowed 
fj  oro.  diftancc  to  diftance  with  à  firm  fand  <if 
a  reddifli  colour.  Some  odoriferous  plants 
which  reared  their  heads  above  the  ridges  of 
-the  furrows,  Were  inftantly  devoured  by  the 

camels, 
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catneljSi  almoft  as  faknifhcd  as  ourfel\res.  Wc 
hail  the  ^ood  foi;tu96^  in  quitting  this  fandj 
plstin,  '  tO:  fi{id  à  bottom  furrounded  with 
xnount^ios^  t|he  foil  .of  which  was  white,  and 
of  **i  tridflj  .nature.  :k  was  in  this  kind  of 
valley!,.  :at  the  foot  of  fonie  bropm,  forming  a 
kifid  of  hower^with  its  interwoven  branches, 
that  We  Bâet-vvitjh  water  to  quench  our. rag- 
ing thirft.-  We  drank  it  with  unfpeakable 
pleafure,  although  it  was  very  bittpr,  covered 
with  green  mofs,  and  of  a  foetid  fmell. 

The  evening,  however,  made  us  amends, 
by  bringing  lis  to  a  horde  that  was  encamped 
at  the  diftance  of  a  few  leagues.  We  there 
met  with  a  very  good  reception ,  the  road  to 
other  habitations  was  pointed  out  to  us,  and 
we  were  told  that  we  fhould- meet  with  all 
the  neceflary  affiftance  to  enable  us  to  reach 
the  refidence  of  our  matters.  This  event  was 
the  more  fortunate,  as  our  guides  had  loft 
their  way. 

My  tnafter's  brother-in-law,  whp  was  one 
of  the  chiefs  of  the  horde^  took  particular 
care  of  all  the  flaves.  He  ordered  camel's 
icnilk,  and  oArich's  fieih  dried  in  the  fun,  and 
chopped  up  fmall,  ,to  be  given  us.     I  do  not 

know 
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l:now  what  ^repof&fled  hioi  in  itiy  fkvoer'; 
l>trt  he  walked  up  to  me»  and  addrefisfd  Ac 
thus:  **  Unfortunftte Cbriftiati,  my  brother 
has  been  long  my  debtor,  if  you  wiH  denfetit 
to  attach  yourfelf  to  me,  he  and  I  will  &ttle 
the  matter  between  uflk"  This  pmpo&l  rntide 
me  tremble  ;  for  it  feemed  to  threaten  me 
with  a  long  captivity.    I  was  fo  firmly  pttè. 
fuaded  that  mine  was  to  be  of  ihort  duration^ 
that  I  fan  in  hafte  to  acquaint  my  mafter 
with  the  hiteiitions  of  his  brôther-^Ui-laWi 
and  begged  him  not  to  confant  to  any  ûjch 
arrangements    I  gaVe  him  to  ilndëfâiiid  that 
my  ranfom  would  amount  to  more  thaii  his 
brother  tvould.givé  him.     "  Do  not  be  «n- 
eafy,'*  faid  he,  "  when  you  leave  m«j  k  ihall 
be  to  go  to  Morocco  or  Senegal,  and  that 
Ihall  be  ere  long/*    This  hope  filled  my 
heart  with  inexpreflible  joy*     However,  not- 
withftanding  my  grateful  fenfc  of  Sidy  9dl* 
lem*s  kind  behaviour,  his  propofal  left  un- 
pleafant  apprehenfions  in  my  mind.    He  per» 
ceived  it,  and  told  me  that  I  might  one  day 
repent  the  not  having  accepted  his  ^Btrs*    I 
attributed  this  difcourfe  to  his  defire  of  hav- 
ing me  in  his  poflcffion  :  but  I  afterwards  dif- 
;ovefed  that  he  had  not  deceived  me. 

After 
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After  three  day*  reft  among  thtf  Arabs  of • 
the  horde  called  Larouflyc,  we  fet  off  again 
oa  our  march,  to  advance  further  up  th6 
country,  where  we  were  to  find  the  families 
of  our  conductors.  It  was  not  till  after  fix^ 
teen  days  of  fatigue,  and  the  moft  dreadful 
want,  that  we  arrived  quite  fpent,  and  almoft 
reduced  to  Ikeletons. 

At  fun  rife  we  difcovered  a  hamlet  thaC 
feen:)ed  at  firft  fight  a  delightful  abode.  Se^ 
vera!  tents  fpread  under  tufted  trees,  and  in-« 
numerable  flocks  and  herds  feeding  upon  the 
hills,  made  thb  place  look  like  the  retreat  of 
happinefs  and  peace  ;  but,  on  a  nearer  approach^ 
it  affumed  quite  a  different  appearance.  The 
trees,  of  which  I  had  admired  the  verdant 
foliage,  were  old  gum*trees  ;  and  their  bough» 
thick-fet  with  thorns,  rendered  the  fhade 
they  diffufed  about  them  inaccefiible.  We 
were  foon  perceived  upon  the  declivity  of  a 
hill,  which  led  to  the  abode  of  our  mailers. 

Several  black  flaves,  generally  employed  to 
tend  the  camels,  came  out  to  meet  them,  to 
kifs  their  feet,  and  enquire  about  their  wel- 
fare ;  while  the  children,  at  a  greater  diftance^ 
made  the  air  re-echo  with  their  joyful  cries, 

C  c  and 
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and  the  women  {landing  refpeâfuUy  at  the 
entrance  of  their  tents,  waited  for  their  huf*- 
bands.  As  they  approached,  their  wives  ad- 
vanced with  a  fubmiffive  air,  laid  their  right 
hand  upon  their  hufbands*  heads,  kifled  it, 
and  th^rew  themfelves  proilrate  on  the  ground. 
This  ceremony  over,  they  caft  on  us  a  look 
of  curioiity,  and  began  immediately  to  load 
us  with  abufe.  The  children,  following  their 
cjcatxiple,  pinched  us,  pulled  out  our  hdr,  and 
tore  our  flefli  with  their  nails.  Their  cruel 
mothers  called  them  fometimes  towards  one 
of  us,  fometimes  towards  another,  and  took  a 
pleafure  in  feeing  us  torniented«  Wretched 
men  that  we  were  !  worn  out  with  fatigue, 
hunger,  and  thirft,  we  had  impatiently  de- 
fired  the  moment  of  our  arrival  :  could  we, 
alas!  forefee  the  new  tortures  that  awaited 
us.. 

In  the  mean  time  our  mafters  divided  their 
(laves.  As  foon  as  mine  had  received  the 
çareflès  of  all  his  family,  I  alked  him  which 
of  the  women  that  furrounded  him  was  his 
favourite  :  he  (hewed  her  to  me  ;  and  I  ap- 
proached to  give  her  two  haqdfuls  of  cloves, 
that  he  had  carefully  preferved,  on  jmrpofc 

that 
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that  by  offering  them  to  her,  I  might  attract 
a  more  favourable  notice.  I  knew  that  the 
Moorifli  women  were  paffionately  fond  of 
odours,  particularly  of  that  of  cloves.  How- 
ever, (he  received  ihy  prefcnt  with  itifulting 
haughtinefs,  and  drove  me  from  her  tent  with 

• 

contempt.  A  moment  after,  this  woman, 
the  moft  fpiteful  I  ever  knew,  and  hated  by 
all  about  her  on  account  of  the  malignity  of 
her  difpofition,  came  to  order  Meff.  Devoife, 
Baudre,  and  myfelf,  who  had  fallen  to  her 
huiband's  lot,  to  unload  the  camels,  to  clean 
a  kind  of  kettle,  and  to  go  and  tear  up  roots 
to  make  a  fire.  While  Ihe  was  come  to  make 
known  her  will  to  us,  her  dear  huihand  had 

■ 

fallen  quietly  afleep  on  the  knees  of  one  of  his 
concubines. 

The  hope  of  foon  obtaining  my  liberty  gavé 
.me  the  fortitude  neceflary  to  enable  me  to 
bear  the  hard  ufage  of  this  tyrannical  woman. 
I  fet  off  then  to  make  faggots  ;  but  how  great 
was  my  diftrefs,  when  on  my  return,  I  faw 
two  of  my  fellows  in  misfortune  cruelly 
beatea^and  ftretched  out  upon-  the  fand. 
They  had  been  treated  thus,  becaufe,  the:ir 
ftrcngth  being  entirely  exhaufted,  they  had 

C  c  2  not 
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not  been  able  to  fulfil  the  talk  affîgned  them* 
I  awaked  my  mafler  with  redoubled  cries» 
and  though  I  as  yet  fpoke  the  language  but 
imperfeâly,  I  undertook  to  addrefs  to  him 
the  following  fpccch:  ^*  J)id  you  then  only 
bring  us  here  that  we  might  be  killed  by  your 
cruel  wife  ?  RecoUeâ  the  promife  you  made 
me  ;  conduâ  me  without  delay  to  Senegal, 
or  to  Morocco  ;  otherwife  I  declare  to  you, 
that,  were  it  to  coft  me  my  life,  I  will  have 
you  robbed,  if  I  cannot  do  it  myfelf,  of  all  the 
valuable  effects  I  delivered  to  you.  I  ihall 
eafily  find  a  matter,  who  will  treat  me  with 
more  humanity  than  you  do/* 

The  approach  of  feveral  of  his  neighbours, 
witnefles  to  the  vehemence  of  my  anger, 
feemed  to  give  great  uneafinefs  to  my  mafter, 
who  was  afraid  that  I  ihould  recount  the 
number  of  the  efFefts  delivered  to  him-  He 
came  to  me,  took  me  by  the  arm,  and  pufhed 
me  haftily  into  his  tent,  deiiring  me  not  to  make 
fo  much  noife.  He  then  offered  mfi  a  por* 
ringer  of  milk  :  '*  Carry  it,"  faid  I,  "  to  my 
companions,  who  are  dying  of  want.!*  He 
anfwercd  that  he  was  going  to  give  them 
fome,  and  that  he  begged  me  to  be  quiet.  I  then 

(howcd 


1 
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(howtd  him  my  bleeding  and  excoriated 
arms.  **  RecoUeft,*'  faid  I,  in  my  broken 
language,  **  that  at  the  moment  of  our  ftiip-  • 
wreck,  you  exclaimed,  on  looking  at  my 
hands,  thefe  are  not  accufiomed  to  laborious 
work  ;  and  yet  you  require  from  me  the  bardefl: 
labour.  Your  countrymen  experience  very  dif- 
ferent treatment  in  ray  country.**  He  was  afto* 
nifhed  to  hear  that  Moors  ever  went  to  France, 
**  We  will  talk  of  that  another  time,**  repli* 
ed  he  ;  ^^  in  the  mean  while  do  not  defpond, 
I  will  take  as  much  care  of  you,  as  of  my  own 
Ion.  I  forbid  you,**  added  he  to  his  wife, 
^*  to  require  him  to  do  the  leaft  hard  work,  as 
I  forbid  him  to  obey  you.  Let  fome  barley 
be  boiled  for  thefe  flaves.  1  fhall  come  ere 
long  to  fee  if  my  orders  havcf  been  executed/* 
From  that  ipoment  I  became  the  objeél  of 
the  favourite's  moft  implacable  hatred. 

The  end  of  Auguft  was  approaching  faft^ 
without  my  feeing  the  fmallefl:  travelling  pre- 
parations. I  had  already  alked  Sidy  Maham- 
met  what  he  was  waiting  for  to  conduit  me  to 
Seuçgal.  He  anfwered  that  he  was  looking  out 
fqr  two  flout  and  vigorous  camels,  that  might 
be  able  to  bear  the  fatigue  of  the  journey, 

Cc  3  and 
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and  that:  we  fhould  fet  ofF  as  fooii  as  he 
could  procure  them.  I  was  the  more  de/i- 
rous  of  expedition,  as  the  nights  began  to  be 
very  cool;  andthe  abundant  dew  wetted  us  be- 
hind the  bufhes,  which  ferved  as  for  a  r^tfeat  : 
it  is  true  we  found  a  refource  in  this  dew, 
lince  by  fcooping  it  up  in  our  hands,  fr.om  off 
jDur  naked  bodies,  it  helped  to  quench  our 
thirft,  the  rage  of  which  was  not  diminilhed 
by  the  coolnefs  of  the  night  ; .  and  this  was  a 
drink  we  preferred  to  our  urine,  to  which 
we  were  very  often  reduced. 

I  fpoke  a  fécond  time  to  my  matter,  who 
anfwjered  in  fuch  a  way,  as  to  perfuade  me  of 
every  thing  he  thought  proper.  **  Do  you 
think,"  faid  he,  "  that  it  is  poffible  to  travel 
iu  fuch  hot  weather  without  provifions,  and 
.  above  all  without  water  ?  We  fliould  alfb 
meet  with  great  difficulty  in  getting  to  Sene- 
gal, the  river  that  furrounds  it  having  over- 
flowed all  the  plains  ;  we  fliould  likewife  have 
xeafonto  fear  the  Arabs  of  the  hordes  of  Trar-^ 
gea,  who  areourenemies.  I  tell  you  the  truth," 
jadded  he,  **  we  fliall  be  obliged  to  wait  till 
the  month  of  October.  At  that  period  the 
fàin  wijl  w^ter  our  ^efertSi    and    procure  us 

pafture 
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paflare  for  our  camels.  It  would  be  impof- 
fîble  otherwife  to  find  fubfiftence  for  them 
during  fo  long  a  journey.**  I  was  fully  fcn- 
fible  of  the  propriety  of  this  reafoniiig^  and 
refigned  myfelf  patiently  to  my  fate. 

The  famiihed  flocks  could  no  longer  find 
pafture;  and  in  the  evening  on  their  return, 
the  ewes  and  goats  brought  back  their  udders 
almofl  empty.  It  was  their  milk,  however^* 
and  that  of  the  camels,  that  was  to  ferve  as 
the  fupport  of  a  numerous  family.  Let  any 
one  judge,  from  this^  how  much  our  portion 
was  diminifhed.  In  our  quality  of  Chriftians,' 
the  very  dogs  were  preferred  to  us,  and  it 
was  in  their  diihes  that  we  received  our 
icanty  allowance. 

One  day  the  keeper  of  the  camels  cried 
out,  that  it  was  a  fhame  for  him  to  fcrve  ^ 
mafter  weak  enough  not  to  impofe  that  talk 
lipon  his  flaves.  His  favourite  woman  did  . 
not  fail  to  baclc  this  complaint,  fo  that  her 
husband,  who  had  long  made  me  his  dupe,  per- 
fuaded  me  alfo  that  to  prevent  the  others  from 
murmuring,  it  was  neceffary  that  Baiidr6 
fhould  take  upon  him  that  care,  as  being  the 
youngeft.     Soon  after  I  was  likewife  obliged 

C  Ç  4 
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to  tend  the  ewes  and  goats^  M«  Devaiie,  oa 
account  of  his  age,  and  bad  health,  was  ex- 
empt from  all  laborious  fervitude  ;  but  he  was 
i^nly  the  more  to  be»  pitied,  as  he  was  for  ever 
expofed  to  bad  treatment  from  the  cruel 
Arabs,  from  whofe  prcfence  I  was  happy  to 
he  renaoved  by  my  new  eropilQjfment. 

One  evening,  when  I  was.  coming  baclç 
with  my  flock,  one  of  my  ewes  brought  forth 

■ 

a  lamb  upon  the  declivity  of  a  hilL  I  took  it 
in  my  arms,  and  carried  it  with  fqual  haflio 
and  care  to  my  maker's  favourite.  I  preiênt-« 
ed  it  to  her,  as  foon  as  I  perceived  her,  thinjc-» 
ing  ihe  would  receive  it  with  the  fanae  plea^ 
fure  ihe  had  always  teflified  on  fimilar  oqca^ 
fions.  I  aiked  her  at  the  fame  time  if  ihe 
would  give  me  the  firft  of  the  mother's  niiik, 
according  to  theircuftomofglving.it  to  him 
who  has  the  care  of  the  flock.  By  way  of  an- 
fwer,  (he  threw  a  knife  at  my  legs,  droye  na^ 
out  of  her  tent  with  contempt,  and  loaded  to^- 
with  abufe.  Her  huflwndf  witnefs  to  this  hru* 
tality,  came  and  told  me,  that  he  would  make, 
me  amends  by  giving  me  a  larger  quantity  pf 
milk.  I  had  always  believed  in  the  finccrity 
of  his  promifes  ;  but  how  great  was  my  afto^ 

nifhment 
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nijhipetity  an  pafliag  behind  the  tent,  to  h»r 
the  villain  laughing  with  his  wife  at  the  bloor 
flie  had  juft  givai  me.  I  was  much  iacenf* 
ed  ;  but  nothing  could  equal  my  anger  in  the 
ev^niagy  when  ^.^on  going  to  fetch  the  milk 
Ke  had  proimfed  mc^  I  faw  the  Moorifh  wo« 
man  cbme  m  a  rage  to  fnatch  k  out  of  my 
bands,  that  (he  might  give  one  half  of  h  to 
her  dog. 

We  were  drawing  near  the  end  of  Oftobcr^ , 
and  not  a  drop  of  water  had  as  yet  fallen.  My 
£tuation  became  more  wretched  every  day« 
I  had  nothing  but  a  forry  bit  of  packing  cloth 
Tound  my  waift  ;    I  was  abandoned  by  all  the  , 

world Men  of  feeling  minds  !   tranfport 

yovrfelves  for  a  moment  to  my  deferl,  and 
you  will  no  longer  think  it  impoffible  to  (hed 
tears  of  blood. 

The  plains,  the  vallies,  every  thing  was 
parched  up,  and  nothing  remained  for  the 
nourifhment  of  the  cattle  :  .  the  feafon  Was 
&r  advanced  ;  the  month  of  December  was 
begun,  the  period  at  which  the  rain  generally 
ceafes  till  Oftober. .  For  three  years,  the 
heavens  had  refufed  this  favour  to  the  inha- 
bitants of  the  dcferts.     Were  we  going,  by 

a  fourth 
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a  fourth  yea^^drought,  to  beexpoied  to  ^C 
xnoft  dreadful  want,  and  to  inevitable  dea^  ? 
A  unLverfal  defolation  prevailed,  when  an 
Arab  from  a  diftant  country  came  to  tell  us, 
that  abundant  rains  had  fallen  in  feveralcan* 
tons.  Joy  immediately  fucceeded  to  fear  and 
grief;  every  one  rolled  up  his  tent  ;  and  all  fet 
off  together  for  the  newly  watered  country. 
It  was  the  thirtieth  tiix^e  that  we  changed  our 
abode,  and  that  our  fati^e  was  renewed  ;  for 
thefe.  hordes  feldom  remain  more  than  twelve 
or  fifteen  days  in  the  famV  encampment.  I 
was  always  employed  to  fet  up  and  fpread  the 
tent$9  and  load  the  baggage»  ^>ftea  I  was 
obliged  to  carry  heavy  burthens. to. relieve 
the  camels  ;  and  I  thought  myfelf  happy  if 
the'flocks  followed  in  good  order,  and  did  not 
give  ine  the  trouble  of  colledling  them. 
,  My  fellows  in  misfortune  were  fo  exhauft* 
ed»  that  they  could  do  nothing  ;  all  the  woHc 
eenfequently  fell  upon  nie»  and  I  was  obliged 
to  divide  with  !them  the  furplus  of  food  that 
I  procured  by  endeavouring  to  make  myfelf 

«feful  ;  for  the  Arabsiet  them  want  for  every 

* 

thing. 
At  length  we  arrived  at  this  place  fo  much 

defired^ 
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deûred)  from  whence  I  hoped  foon  to  fet  off 
to  enjoy  my  liberty  ;  but  my  mafter,  who  till 
then  had  combined  the  inoft  perfuafîve  lan<^ 
guage  with. the  biackeft  deceit,  cealed  to 
diiTemble,  and .  made  me  fufFer  the  moft  hor- 
rible.  tyranny;      . 

We  were  encamped  on  fand  fo  wet,  that 
the  mere  preffure  of  our  bodies  made  the 
water  fpringup  in  confiderable quantities.  We 
(hould  have  thought burfelves  fuprcmely  Hajp- 
py,  if  we  had  an  ofier  mattofleep  upon,  anda 
phick  woollen  carpet  with  a  long  nap  to  cover 
us  ;  but  among  the  Arabs  themfelves,  none  but 
the  rich  enjoy  fuch  luxury.  During  the  night 
fuch  a  carpet  fcrves»  to  wrap  up  a  whole  fa- 
mily. "  Sidy  Mahammet,'*  faid  I  to  my  maf- 
ter,  **  fee  whether  it  be  poffible  for  me  to  live 
in  fuch  places  ?  Let  me  lie  under  your  tent. 
I  fufFer  too  much  from  the  cold  during:,  the 
night  ;  the  ground  on  which  you  make  me 
fleep  is  too  wet.  I  made  your  fortune  ;  you 
promifed  through  gratitude  to  treat  me  like 
vour  child,  and  yet  you  abandon  me  !" — '*  It 
is  true,"  anfwered  he,  *'  that  I  promifed  you 
ply  friendship,  and  I  aril  going  at  this  mo- 
ment tQgiy.pyou  an  extraordinary  proof  of  it. 
^  <;-  -  You 
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Yon  fay  that  your  fituation  is  very  wretched  ; 
but  it  will  fttll  be  much  worfe  than  you 
think.  Do  you  kiiow  what  is  the  fate  re- 
ferved  for  you  ?  Fire  and  flame  await  you, 
to  torment  you  to  all  eternity.  Do  you  un- 
derftand  your  own  religion  ?"  I  immediately 
undertook  to  explain  to  him  all  its;excellence* 
After  having  liftened  to  me  for  fome  time, 
lie  retired,  faying^  *'  that  he  preferred  a  bowl 
of  buttermilk  to  all  the  abfurdities  I  had  been 
uttering."  Alas  !  there  are  no  torments  diat 
this  fanatical  pried  did  not  make  me  undergo, 
to  oblige  me  to  embrace  his  religion. 

Mefiieurs  Devoife  and  Baudre,  who  had 
heard  this  converfation^  (which  I  have  much 
abridged)  expreifed  tome  the  fatisfaâionthey 
felt  at  it.  They  flattered  themfelves  it  would 
La  fome  degree  foften  the  rigour  of  their  iitusH 
tion.  The  hour  of  milking  the  camels  bang 
come,  I  was  called  to  receive  my  portion,  and 
that  of  my.  companions.  On  feeing  that 
they  were  larger  than  ufual,  I  thought  that 
my  morality  had  indeed  operated  ;  but  on 
tafting  it,  we  perceived  that  the  augmenta- 
tion was  nothing  hut  rain  water,  of  which 
the  dofe  was  every  day  lb   much  ipcreafed, 

thaç 
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that  we  had  (bon  nothing  but  water  a  little 
whitened  with  milk^  which  weakened  us  to 
an  incredible  degree,  and  reduced  us  to  tht 
hard  ncceffity  of  feeking  our  food  with  the 
cattle.  The  wild  plants  that  they  trod  under 
foot,  and  raw  fnails,  were  from  that  time  al- 
moft  our  only  aliment  till  the  moment  of  our 
deliverance.  It  behoved  us  however  to  pre- 
pare- for  new  fatigues.  I  was  charged  to  yoke 
the  camels  to  the  plough,  to  till  the  ground, 
and  to  fow  the  feed  ;  and  my  mafter,  not  con- 
tented with  employing  me  in  his  own  fervice, 
hired  me  out  to  other  Arabs  for  a  portion  of 
milk.  I  fhould  infallibly  have  fallen  a  vidim 
to  fatigue,  if,  from  time  to  time,  I  had  not 
purloined  a  few  handfuls  of  barley  ;  and  it  is 
to  this  theft,  very  juftifiable,  I  think,  that  I 
owe  my  prefervation. 

*^  You  fee,"  faid  I  to  my  mafter,  "  with 
what  fubmiffion  I  do  every  kind  of  work. 
I  make  faggots,  I  churn  butter,  I  tend  the 
flocks,  I  pull  up  roots,  'I  prepare  camel's 
hair  for  your  wife  to  fpin,  I  till  the  earth,  I 
do  every  thing  in  a  word  that  you  require  of 
me  ;  I  ferve  you  after  having  enriched  you, 
and  you  do  not  deign  to  give  me  a  few  rags 

to 


398  VOYAGES  TO  THE 

to  cover  mc  !'*---Othcr  Arabs  more  compaf^ 
iionate  than  he,  and  ever  jealous  of  his  pof- 
feffing  my  jewels,  which  they  confidered  as 
iiïeftimable,  one  day  made  him  the  fame  re- 
proach, which  induced  him  to  fend  for  me, 
and  to  aflc  if  at  Mogador,  which  they  call  Soi^ 
ra^^^  2t  good  ranfom  would  be  given  for  each 
of  us?''  ''  I  told  him  he  fliould  be  fatisfied.'* 
— **  In  that  cafe,"  replied  he,  "  you  may 
aik  a  Jewifli  merchant  who  is  to  call  here 
to-morrow  to  give  you  {overt  paper,  and  I  per- 
mit you  to  write  to  thofe  from  whom  you 
çxpeâ:  affiftance.  The  Hebrew  merchant* 
called,  and  I  wrote  a  letter  which  I  addrefled 
to  the  conful  at  Soira,  or  if  there  fhould  not 
be  one  there,  to  the  perfon  who  might  reprc- 
fent  him.  I  begged  him  to  commiferate  our 
ills,  and  to  afford  us  the  fpeedieft  remedy.  I 
pointed  out  the  bed  and  fafeft  means  of  fend- 
ing in  queft  of  us,  and  the  only  one  that 
could  procure  us  afpeedy  deliverance.f  This 

*  The  Jews  born  in  the  dcfcrt  live  nearly  in  the  faaie 
manner  as  the  Arabs  ;  but  thofe  who  inhabit  the  towns  are 
more  rigîil  obfervers  of  the  law  of  Mofes. 

•  t  If  ever  the  French  government,  or   any  other,  re- 
reive  information  of  the  lofs  of  a  yctkï  .in  theC^^^latituiics^ 

it 
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letter  once  delivered  into  the  hands  of  the 
Ifraelitc,  I  thought  myfelf  already  free  :  Alas  I 
how  did  my  hopes  deceive  me  ! 

A  Moorifh  girl,  w^hofe  flocks  often  fed 
in  company  w^ith  mine,  convinced  me  of  my 
error,  by  making  me  acquainted  w^ith  the 
real  charafter  of  Sidy  Mahammet.  "  If  he  had 
dared,"  faid  (he,  "  he  would  not  have  treated 
you  better  than  your  companions  :  perhaps 
he  would  even  have  taken  you  afide  to  mur- 
der you,  fo  little  is  he  averfe  to  the  commif- 

« 

iion  of  crimes  ;  but  he  fears  you  almoft  as 
much  as  he  does  his    two  brothers,    who 

« 

have  taken  a  ftrong  liking  to  you.  If  he  has 
promifed  to  give  you  your  liberty,  *tis  only  to 
amufe  you;  he  will  never  dare  remove  from 
hence,  for  fear  Moulem  Adjiram  fliould  have 
him  taken,  feized,  and  rob  him  of  all  you 
gave  him  ;  nay,  perhaps  of  his  life. 

it  would  be  advifeable  for  its  agents,  either  at  Mogador,  or 
Tangier,  to  addrefs  themfelves  to  a  Jew  of  the  name  of 
Aaron,  who  reûdes  at  Gouadnum.  This  Jew  fends  his 
emiffaries  to  the  dliFerent  parts  of  Africa,  to  reclaim  tlie 
crews  of  (hipwrecked  vcffek.  This  advice,  diilated  by  hu* 
Qianity,  is  the  bed  that  can  be  followç<I. 

This 
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This  Moulem  Adaram  *  was  fon  to  the 
emperor.  Having  heard  a  vague  account  of 
/  the  efïêâs  I  had  brought  vrith  me,  he  ima- 
gined that  I  was  a  very  rich  Chriftian,  and 
came  in  confequence  more  than  a  hundred 
leagues  to  purchafe  me.  I  was  fortunate 
enough  however  never  to  belong  to  this  cruel 
prince,  who  had  revolted  againft  his  father* 

Mj  converfation  with  the  Moorifh  girl 
made  me  defpaîr  of  ever  feeing  my  country 
again.  This  wrung  my  heart  ;  I  fell  into 
the  deepeft  defpondency  ;  and  from  that  day 
I  experienced  nothing  but  new  fub|eâs  of 
chagrin. 

I  no  longer  met  in  the  fields  with  my  fel- 
lows in  misfortune.  I  regretted  particularly 
the  company  of  the  Captain  ;  I  was  accuftom- 
ed  to  it,  and  I  found  a  kind  of  confblation  in 
talking  with  him  of  our  fufîêrings,  and  of  our 

•  Meflîeurs  Soret,  (oncof  my  clerks)  Pinjon,  Surgeon 
of  the  {hip  Les  deux  jimisy  Briffieure,  and  Jean,  Tailors,  fuf- 
fered  the  mod  cruel  treatment  from  this  barbarous  prince. 
Sometimes  they  were  beat  with  fticks,  and  fometlmes  their 
fle(h  was  mangled  with  daggers.  Burning  brands  and  red 
hot  irons  were  more  than  once  employed  to  torment  them. 
Monfieur  Sorct^  whofe  fears  will  atteft  the  truth  of  what 
I  advance,  is  dill  to  be  found  at  Nantz. 

hopcSy 
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l)opes  of  foon  retu  riling  to  our  native  coun-. 
try.  One  evening,  when  the  coolnefs  .of  the 
weather  had  invited  my  camels  to  ftray  fur«* 
ther  than  ufual,  I  was  obliged  to  follow  them 
to  a  neighbouring  hamlet.  Heaven  !  \('hat  a 
horrible  fpeftacle  met  my  eyes  !  the  wretched 
Captain,  fcarcely  to  be  known  but  by  the 
colour  of  his  body,  was  ftretched  out  upon 
the  fand*  He  had  in  his  mouth  one  of  his 
hands,  which  his  extreme  weaknefs,  had 
doubtlefs  prevented  him  from  gnawing.  Hun* 
ger  had  .io  disfigured  him,  that  his  corpfb 
was  frightful  to  behold  ;  all  his  features  were 
abfolutely  obliterated. 

A  few  days  after  the  fécond  Captain,  un- 
able any  longer  to  fupport  his  exceffive  weak- 
nefs,  fell  fenfelefs  under  a  gum  tree,  where 
he  lay  expofed  to  the  attacks  of  an  enormous 
ferpent.  The  famifhed  ravens,  hovering 
over  their  prey,  frightened  away  the  venom- 
ous animal  with  the  noife  of  their  cries,  and 
darting  on  the  body  of  the  defencelefs  viâim, 
immediately  began  their  voracious  repaft. 
Four  of  the  favages,  ftill  more  cruel  than 
thefe  ferocious  birds  of  prey,  witnefTed  this 
horrid  fcene  with  indifference,  and  without 

D  d  >!?r         making 
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making  the  leaft  efFort  to  afFord  affiftâncc  td 
the  unhappy  fufFcrcr.  I  ran  towards  the 
fpot,  encotrraged  by  the  hope  that  my  endea- 
vours to  fave  him  might  not  prove  altogether 
mefftftual,  when  I  was  ftopped  by  thefe  bar- 
barians, .who  rnfulted  me  by  laying,  "  That 
Chriftian  is  about  to  be  burnt  in  the  flames.'* 
I  turned  from  this  place  of  horror,  without 
knowing  whither  I  went,  and  infenfibly  fbl* 
lowed  my  cameb  and  fheep,  whom  it  would 
have  been  impoffible  for  me  to  conduÔ  to  the 
fold.  My  agitation  was  extreme  ;  involun- 
tary tears  flowed  apace,  and  the  moft  alarm- 
ing apprehenfions  awakened  the  keeneft  fcnfc 
of  forrow  in  my  breaft.  On  my  arrival  at 
the  tent,  I  was  infenfible  to  every  thing 
around  me,  imagination  ftill  prefenting  to 
my  view  the  devouring  animals  bearing  away 
the  mangled  flefh  of  my  unfortunate  com- 
panion. My  raafter,  ftruck  with  the  wild- 
nefs  of  my  afpecl,  ,  eagerly  enquired  the 
caufe.  **  Oo,"  replied  I,  **  a  little  diftance 
from  hence,  go  and  contemplate  what  thy 
cruelty,  aided 'by  that  of  thy  wife,  has  been 
the  means  of  producing.  Thou  haft  fuffcrcd 
my  aflbciatQ  in  milery  to  expire,  by  inbff- 

manly 
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manly  refofing  him  the  fmall  quaixtity  of 
inilk  neceffary  for  ftjfcfiftcnce,  bcçaufc  hi^ 
emaciated  condition  and  ill  Aate  of  hcakh 
rendered  him  incapable  of  working  arty  Ion* 
ger.  Reduced  to  this  iituation,  it  iva^  your 
duty^  it  Was  yow  intereft^  ^  cheriflu  him^ 
and  axkmnifler  to  his  afiliâion  fuch  comfort 
9s  you  had  power  to  beftow.*'  When  I  had 
docie  fpcakingi  to  tny.  mader^  I  endeavomrd 
to  conceal  my  tears,  which,  had  they  been 
obferved^  would  only  have  excited  the  laugh- 
ter of  thefe  monfters,  who  infultiagly  dc- 
fired  me  to  go  and  feek  for  the  blood- ftained 
girdle  of  the  wretched  vi£tim  of  their  barba« 
rity:  Fired  with  indignation  at  fo  deteftablc 
a  propofition,  my  heart  fickened  ;  and  the 
fern  which  the  urgent  calls  of  hunger  had 
forced  me  to  eat,  occafioned  the  moft  painful 
vomitings^  foUowed  by  an  almoft  univerfal 
laâitude.  I  had  however  ftrength  enough  to 
retire  behind  a  bufh,  where  I  found  another 
of  my  unfortunate  countrymen.  He  aflced 
me  the  caufe  of  my  uneafiuefs,  and  whether 
I  had  feen  Baudre  ?  "He  is  at  no  great  dif- 
tance/*  anfwered  I  ;  for  I  could  not,  neither 
was  i  willing  to  tell  him  any  thing  further  ; 

D  d  2  but 
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but  the  fîfter  of  purmafter,  who  brought  him 
his  milk,  faid,  "  Do  you  know  that  at  this 
moment  the  ravens  are  devouring  the  entrails 
of  Baudré  ?  A  fimilar  fate  awaits  you^  for  you 
are  fcarcely  good  for  any  thing  elfe."  Not-* 
withftanding  my  extreme  weaknefs,  I  could 
willingly  have  replied  to  this  tygrefs,  but  was 
reftrained  by  the  fear  of  ftill  more  agitating 
the  feelings  of  my  comrade.  Had  my  cou- 
rage allowed  me  to  difclofe  poor  Baudré's  fate 
on  firft  obferving  him,  I  might  perhaps  have 
foftened  the  recital  of  his  melancholy  cataf- 
trophe  ;  but  it  was  now  too  late,  and  I  could 
only  accord  with  the  overflowings  of  his  fym- 
pathetic  tendernefs,  by  mingling  ray  tears 
with  thofe  which  fell  from  him- 

My  healthy  which  had  hitherto  miracu* 
loufly  fuftained  me  under  the  fevereft  pref* 
fares  of  difficulty  and  difeafè,  now  yielded 
to  their  painful  infliftions,  and  every  day  an- 
nounced frefh  fymptoms  of  its  rapid  decline. 
Already,  l&e  the  poifbnous  reptiles  of  this 
inhofpitable  climate,  I  had  twice  cafl  my 
(kin  ;  but  the  pungency  of  my  grief  was  in- 
creafed  by  the  third  change,  finding  my  body 
covered,  if  I  may  be  allowed  the  expreffiou^ 

with 
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leîth  a  kind  of  fcurf  or  icale^  rcfembling  the 
natural  coating  of  the  Arabs^  My  feet,  nai- 
ierably  wounded  by  thorns,  afforded  but  a 
tottering  fupport  to  ray  exhaufted  body  ;  and 
the  wanton  cruelty  of  their  favage  diverfion, 
in  frequently  fetting  dogs  to  purfue  me,  from 
whofe  jaws  I  could  never  extricate  myfelf 
before  I  had  felt  the  feverity  of  their  fangs, 
all  contributed  to  my  incapacity  of  longer 
tending  the  camels.  But,  to  compleat  my 
misfortune,  towards  the  end  of  February  and 
beginning  of  March,  the  exceffive  heats  had 
dried  up  the  water  we  found  in  the  canton, 
and  not  a  drop  of  rain  had  fallen  to  nourifh 
the  ground  which  I  had  tilled  and  fown.  As 
pafturage  for  our  cattle  could  no  longer  be 
found,  they  were  on  the  point  of  perifhing, 
when  the  two  tribes  of  the  Labdefleba  and 
Ouadelims,  after  having  held  feparate  delibe* 
rations,  refolved  to  go  in  fearch  of  lands  oc- 
cupied .by  a  more  induftrious  people  than 
themfelves. 

The  Ouadelims  carried  their  ravages  as  far 
as  Gouadnum,  three  hundred  leagues  diftant 
from  the  place  of  ourencampmeht.  Several 
hordes  of  the  Labdeffeba,  of  a  lefs  roving  dif- 

P  d  3  poiition. 
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poffition»  fiwi  behind  ;  wà  as  their  number» 
wefe  i&coofiderable,  they  found  fubHftence 
for  tfaueir  locks  in  the  neighboariog  ca»ton9« 
They  killed  and  e^t  feveral  (heap,  and  eonti*- 
rnied  living  in  this  manner  till  the  end  of 
the  fbUowing  month,  the  period  deftined  for 
our  departure  from  the  deferts,  where  the 
mod  frightful  mifery  menaced  th«  diflrefled 

« 

inhabitants. 

Such  was  the  fad  fituation  of  things,  when 
by  chance  we  met  an  Arab,  who  had  a  Chrif- 
tian  flavç  in  his  fuite,  whom  I  recolleâcd  to 
have  been  the  baker  belonging  to  our  veflbL 
The  Arab  offered  to  fell  him  to  my  matter  at 
4  very  low  price  ;  and  the  latter,  who  con-» 
eerned  bJtaielf  very  little  as  t^  the  means  of 
our  fupport,  readily  oiFered  a  camel  for  this 
ae.w  flave.  The  bargain  being  concluded»  he 
wa&  charged  with  the  work  of  my  ufual  em- 
ployment. The  interval  of  leifure  I  derived 
from  this  refief,  contributed  in  fome  meafure 
to  the  recovery  of  my  ftrength.  The  un- 
happy baker  will  dearly  purchafo  his  fubfift- 
once  ;  but  I  will  not  anticipate  the  impending 
mifery  of  his  eonditioa. 

After  haviiig  eaten  up  ali  du^  fhail^  which 

were 
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were  found  10  our  circuit,  we  lived  upon  the 
carcafes  of  fl^eep  who  either  died  of  hunger 
or  difeafe.  But  thefe  cafualties  ixot  adequately 
fupplying  our  BeceHitiee,  we  came  to  the  re- 
folution  of  fmothering  feveral  young  kids  m 
the  night  time^  knowing  that  our  maflers 
would  rejeâ  their  carcafes,  as  their  law  does 
not  permit  them  to  eat  the  flelh  of  any  ani- 
fxial  that  has  not  expired  under  the  knife. 

By  our  frequent  recourfe  to  this  artful  ex- 
pediçpty  death  became  common  among  our 
^ock(^  and  it  was  obferved  that  thofe  kids 
which  appeared  the  mofl  healthy  in  the  even- 
ing when  they  were  affembled,  were  gene- 
rally found  dead  on  the  following  morn^ 
Ing^  This  circumftance  awakening  the  fuf- 
picion  of  our  mafters,  we  were  at  length  dif- 
covered  in  the  commiffion  of  the  faâ.  We 
however  efcaped  puniihment,  diough  not 
without  great  abufe,  and  the  intimidating 
menaces  of  death,  fhould  we  be  again  found 
guilty  of  fimilar  ojfFeûces.  It  v^as  therefore 
l^eceflary  for  ui  to  concert  new  means  for 
our  fypport.  Thanks  to  my  good  coiiftitu- 
tion,  I  foon  recovered  ftrength  enough  to 
enable  me  to  Qiaike  faggots,  which  1  bad  not 

D  d  4  the 
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the  leafl:  difficulty  in  difpofing  of,  it  bein 
the  cuflom  of  this  country  not  to  extinguifh 
the  fire  during  the  night,  and  the  women, 
to  whom  the  care  of  the  family  is  configned, 
being  too  idle  to  cut  wood  for  themfelves. 
By  this  little  traffic  my  own  mifery,  as  well 
as  that  of  poor  M.  Dcvoife,  who  was  then 
very  ill,  were  confiderably  alleviated.  * 

One  morning,  when  I  was  preparing  to 
purfue  my  daily  occupation,  my  unfortunate 
friend,  in  a  hollow  and  enfeebled  voice,  ad- 
dreffed  me  thus  :—?■**  The  flattering  illu/ion 
can  no  more  fuftain  :  till  now  the  enlivening 
hope  of  again  feeing  my  native  country, 
gleamed  a  ray  of  comfort  to  my  mind  amidft 
the  horrors  of  flavery,  the  pain  of  hunger, 
and  the  affliftion  of  difeafe.  But,  alas  !  in 
vain  ;  exhaufted  Nature  forewarns  me  of  a 
more  awful  change  ;  and  this  evening,  my 
friend,  (for  well  you  deferve  that  name)  (hall 
you  find  me  within  the  icy  arms  of  Deat/i, 
Fly,  my  dear  Briflbn,  fly  this  hateful  abode  ; 
let  the  vigour  of  your  mind  be  exerted  to  fa^ 
cilitate  the  means  of  your  efcape,  and  regain 
the  liberty  you  have  loft.  You  may  yet  be 
the  happy  pofleflbr  of  an  enviable  ftate,  and 

your 
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your  prefent  fufFerings  but  heighten  the  feli- 
city of  future  enjoyment  ;  and  in  that  laft 
moment  when  I  refign  my  foul  to  Heaven's, 
prote6lion,  (hall  my  prayers  be  offered  for 
your  fafe  return  to  the  embraces  of  your  dif- 
confolate  family.  Adieu,  my  friend;  the 
tears  you  labour  to  fupprefs  are  additional 
proofs  of  your  attachment.  Write  to  my 
brother  ;  tell  him  that  with  my  laft  breath 
1  mentioned  his  name,  and  died,  as  we  had 
lived,  in  the  true  principles  of  Chriftianity* 
Farewell-^my  end  is  nearer  than  I  thought 
—I  die."— And,  to  my  unfpeakable  forrow, 
at  that  inftant  he  refigned  his  breath,  and 
terminated  his  fufferings. 

Some  children  witncffing  the  caufe  of  my 
diftrefs,  eagerly  reported  it  throughout  the 
hamlet»  My  mafter's  fifter  came  to  ^  the 
place,  but  quickly  retired,  laughing  heartilyt 
and  obferving  with  the  moft  perfeÛ  indiffe* 
fence,  that  his  portion  of  milk  would  be 
faved.  Several  neighbours,  who  I  thought 
were  moved  to  compaffion  by  my  groans, 
wiihed  me  to  leave  the  body  of  the  deceaied. 
They  offered  me  milk,  but  at  the  fame  time 
unfeelingly  dejrided  my  grief,  ^^  Wherefore,'*^ 

faid 
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I,  *^  do  you  condemn  thcfe  tributary 
tetrs  io  the  memory  of  my  departed  friend  ? 
How  often  have  1  feen  you,  in  circumiïaace& 
kfs  àfFeding  than  mine,  roUyourfelves  in  the 
duft,  and  your  eyes  bathed  in  tears,  yield  to 
all  the  pungency  of  bitter  grief  and  unavail- 
ing for  row  ?  Do  y  pu  imagine  we  are  lefa 
gifted  with  the  tender  feelings  of  humanity  ? 
Undeceive  yourfelves  ;  in  trouble  we  are  all 
friends  and  brethrçn/*  Here  I  ceafed  fpeak* 
ing,  it  being  impoffible  for  mç  to  continue 
longer  in  the  prefence  of  thefe  beings,  who 
differed  only  in  (hape  from  the  favage  tyrants 
of  the  wood,  aftd  were  infinitely  more  to  be 
dreaded» 

Altliough  I  had  only  enjoyçd  the  acquaint- 
ance of  M»  Devoife  fince  our  departure  from 
Franco,  the  gentlenefs  of  his  difpofition,  th^ 
cvennefs  of  his  temper;  and  perhaps  flill  more 
the  fimilarity  of  our  fituation,  had  linked  u« 
fo  clofely  in  the  bonds  of  friendfliip,  that  I 
moft  feelingly  deplored  his  lois.  I  now  re- 
joined my  only  furviving  companion  in  the 
fields,  with  whom  1  went  to  tend  tb€  ilock»^ 
a  ta&  which  from  the  fcarcity  of  pafturage 
becacfte  more  trouhlefome  every  day. 

On 
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On  our  return,  we  were  ordered  to  dig  a 
very  deep  grave,  to  hide,  as  the  Arabs  termed 
it,  the  remains  of  this  Chriftian  from  the 
fight  of  their  chUdren.  We  performed  this 
laft  fad  duty  with  much  fbrrow  and  diffi-» 
culty  ;  for  being  too  weak  to  carry  the  body^ 
we  were  obliged  to  drag  it  by  the  feet  near 
three-quarters  of  a  league  ;  and  fome  part  of 
the  earth  I  had  thrown  up  round  the  grave 
having  given  way,  I  fell  in  firfl,  and  thought 
I .  ihould  have  expired  under  the  weight  of 
fay  lifelefs  comrade. 

A  few  days  after  this  melancholy  event,  we 
quitted  the  iituation  we  then  occupied,  and 
travelled  in  fearch  of  a  more  fertile  fpot.  We 
encamped  in  the  neighbourhood  of  different 
tribes,  where  I  met  with  one  of  our  failors, 
named  Denoux,  a  flave  as  well  as  myfelf.  I 
aiked  hinri  what  were  become  of  his  compa* 
nions  ?  **  Six  of  them,"  anfwered  he,  **  who 
were  carried  away  (bon  ziiet  our  (hipwreck 
by  the  fbn  of  the  £mperor,  are  gone  back  to 
France.  M.  Tafiairo,  bead  furgeon,  died  in 
confequeiice  of  ibme  blows  he  received  on 
the  head.  The  Sieur  Raboin,  fécond  Lât\x^ 
tenant»  ^ed  alio  in  the  mofi:  cxcmciating 

agonies  ; 
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agonies  ;  and  the  reft  have  changed  their  re* 
ligion,  as  tJie  only  alternative  they  had  to 
prefcrve  themfelves  from  perifliing  through 
want.  For  myfelf,  Sir,  as  I  daily  experience 
the  moft  cftiel  treat naent,  like  the  two  firft 
gentlemen,  I  muft  foon  fall  a  viftim  to  the 
brutality  of  my  mafter/'  *^  Alas  !  unfortu- 
nate youth,*'  replied  I,  **  do  not  indulge 
thefe  melancholy  forebodings.  If  it  is  indeed 
true  that  fix  of  your  companions  have  re- 
gained their  native  country,  our  fituation  will 
foon  be  made  known  to  the  Minifter,  from 
whofe  humanity  we  have  every  reafbn  to 
hope  the  moft  vigorous  exertions  will  be  made 
in -our  favour;  and  I  already  begin  to  flatter 
myfelf  our  fufFerings  will  not  be  of  long  du- 
ration/* 

Indeed  I  have  fmce  learnt,  that  on  the  firft 
intelligence  of  our  ftiip wreck,  the  Marftiall 
de  Caftries  iffued  the  moft  preffing  orders  ia 
our  behalf;  but  the  Vice-Conful,  M.  Mure, 
to  whom  thefe  orders  were  addrefled,  inftead 
of  fulfilling  the  benevolent  inftruâ:ions  of  his 
patron,  only  paid  his  court  to  the  Emperor  of 
Morocco  and  his  officers,  on  whom  he  la- 
viftied  many  confiderable  prefents,  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  the  Court  of  France. 
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Had  not  the  feelings  of  this  agent  been 
blunted  by  the  length  of  his  re(idence$  and 
aflbciation  with  the  barbarians  of  this  conn* 
try,  he  might  eafily  have  releafcd  us  from 
our  captivity,  either  by  difpatching  an  Arab 
to  Gouaduum,  or  employing  a  Jew  merchant^ 
who  for  the  fum  of  100  piaftres  (500  livres) 
Mrould  have  travelled  throughout  the  Defeft, 
and  confequently  for  a  much  lefs  fum  would 
have  vifited  thofe  places  borderiiig  on  Mo- 
rocco. As  foon  as  his  appointment  to  bring 
the  Chriftian  flaves  from  Mogador  (hould 
have  beeo  known,  the  Arabs  would  have  re- 
fbrted  thither  from  all  parts,  knowing  that 
the  ranfom  of  their  flaves  could  be  here  laid 
out  to  advantage  in  the  purchafe  of  barley 
and  wheat,  which  is  to  be  found  in  great 
abundance  at  St.  Croix  de  Barbaric.  The 
negligence  of  the  Vice-Conful,  however, 
prolonged  our  misfortunes  ;  for  the  Arabs 
were  very  unwilling  to  undertake  fo  long  and 
perilous  ajourney,  while  any  doubt  remained^ 
of  obtaining  the  objeâ  of  their  purfuit. 

The  Sieur  Mure  contented  himfelf  with 
affuring  the  Minifter,  that  he  had  caufed  the 
moft  diligent  fearch  to  be  made,  and  that  the 

utmoil 
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utmoft  e!s:ertion  fhould  be  ufed  to  obtain  Gtir 
liberty*  Hi&  condoâ  on  this  occzfion  is  fo 
truly  reprehcnfible,  that,  without  confider'- 
kig  myfelf  as  a  detraâor,  but  feeUng  aff  a 
Frenchman»  a  man  of  honour,  and  a  friend  td 
humanity 9  I  hold  it  my  duty  to  expoie  him 
to  his  fuperiors. 

Turning  with  difguft  from  a  conduâ:  A 
marked  by  its  turpitude,  with  what  different 
fenfations  do  I  record  the  names  of  MefH 
X)éprat  and  Cabanes,  merchants  at  Mogador, 
on  whofe  characters  eulogy  itfelf  would  fall 
far  fhort  of  defert  !  and  to  whofc  humanity 
and  patriotifm  France  is  indebted  for  the  re- 
demption of  the  greateft  part  of  her  captive 
fbns.  The  very  extenfive  trade  thefe  gentle* 
men  carry  on  with  the  inland  countries  has 
gained  them  efieem  in  the  difierent  cities  M 
well  as  in  the  capitaL  Had  their  ideas  bcea 
adopted,  what  mifèry  arul  want  would  there 
not  have  been  prevented  !  With  them  I  am 
inclined  to  believe,  that  it  is  the  duty  ùf  tht 
Conful-General  to  intereft  himfelf  in  the  re* 
covery  of  his  unfortunate  countrymen  wlxo 
may  be  Ihipwrecked  on  this  coail. 

But  to  return  to  my  narration    The  <3oii« 

verfation 
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Verfatioiv  I  had  had  with  the  faltor  funk  deep 
in  my  mind  ;  nor  could  I  conceive,  that  with 
the  means  to  put  a  period  to  our  fufîènngs^ 
we  ihould  be  fo  totally  abandoned  by  thoic 
*vho  ought  to  proteft  us.     Loft  in  contem- 
plation on  this  fubjeft,  I  arofe  froth  behind  a 
bulh,  and  was  aftoniihed  to  fee  my  hiafter's 
camels  returning  without  their  keeper.     It 
was  already  late,  and  as  1  faw  nothing  of  my 
poor  comrade,  when  1  was  called  to  receive 
my  portion  of  rnilk^  I  alked  what  was  become 
of  him  ?  They  replied  coldly,  and  drove  mc  • 
away.   The  fuUen  countenances  of  my  matter 
and  his  wife  awakened  all  my  fears  for  the 
fafety  of  the  poor  baker,  aiKl  I  impatiently 
waited  the  return  of  day  to  inform  myfelf  of 
his  fate*     In  the  morning  a  young  herdfman 
Acquainted  me,  that  Sidy  Mahammet  having 
for  fome  time  paft  fufpedted  the  baker  to  be 
guilty  of  fucking  milk  from  the  camels,  had 
«iratched,  and  deteâine  him  in  the  faft,  im- 
mediately feized    him   by  the   throat,    and 
ftrangled  him.     **  Be  very  careful,'*  added 
the  youth,  ••  for  if  a  Chriftian  only  touches 
the  paps  of  our  cattle,  they  are  deemed  impure, 
and  the  proprietor,  or  any  other  Arab,  is  at 

liberty 
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liberty  to  punifli  the  offender  with  death,  t 
apprize  you  of  this  that  you  may  not  commit 
a  fimilar  crime.** 

.  Beiog  unwilling  to  believe  the  exiftençe  of 
fuck  cruelty  even  among  thefe  monfters,  I 
ran  to  the  tent»  and  alked  for  in  .explanation 
of  what  the  youth  had  juft  imparted  to  me^ 
A  general  filence  confirmed  the  truth,  and 
filled  me  with  rage  and  indignation.  Th^ 
brother-in-law  of  my  mafter,  the  only  pcrfon 
who  on  this  occafion  exprefled  even  a  ienti^ 
,  ment  of  compaffion^  addreflcd  Sidy  Maham^* 
met  in  thefe  terms  : 

"  Why  would  you  not  fell  ihé  thefe  (iaves 
when  I  propofed  to  purchafe  thetfi  from  you  ? 
What  pleafure  or  advantage  have  you  derived 
from  thofe  you  have  already  fo  miferably  de*- 
ilroyed  ?  And  why  treat  fo  cruelly  the  only 
one  now  left  ?  You  argue  that  he  merits  re* 
fpeft,  for  you  fufpe£t  him  to  be  the  King. 
Methinks  the  riches  you  have  obtained  from 
him  fhould  induce  you  to  treat  him  with  gen- 
tlenefs  and  refpeft.'' 

The  latter  reproach  awakened  the  jealoufy 
of  all  prefent,  who  unanimoufly  undertook 
my  defence.     Sidy  Selfem  was  the  folc  pcr- 
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fen  who  {poke  through  bencvolcticc^  the 
reft  not  chufing  to  deliver  their .  fentiments 
after  him^  in  compliment  to  his  age  and  bis 
riches.  This  was  the  fame  Sidy  Sellem  of 
the  tribe  of  La  Roufly»  who  had  behaved  fb 
kindly  to  us  after  our  ihipwreck^  and  pre- 
diâed  that  I  ihould  one  day  repent  the  re- 
jeâion  of  a  propofal  he  had  made  to  purchafe 
me. 

I  was  now  the  only  flave  in  the  hamlet^ 
nor  had  I  any  perfon  to  whom  I  could  dif- 
clofe  my  griefs  ;  my  fituation  daily  became 
more  deplorable,  notwithftanding  I  refolved 
to  bear  it  with  fortitude.  *•  I  will  meet  dan- 
gers with  firmnefs,"  faid  I  ;  "  until  now  I 
have  furmounted  the  greateft  fatigues,  my 
health  is  yet  ftrong  enough  to  encounter  fre(h 
ones,  I  will  therefore  fupport  them  with 
courage  ;  perhaps  Providence  may  now  ceafe 
to  opprefs  me." 

Xhis  refolution,  and  the  behaviour  I 
adopted  towards  thofe  who  would  have  hu- 
miliated me,  gained  me  a  fort  of  coniidera- 
tion  among  the  favages,  fb  that  they  permit- 
ted me  at  times  to  remain  in  the  back  part  of 
their  tents,  and  often  to  drink  out  of  their 

£  e  vefTels. 
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vefTels,  My  mafter  no  longer  employed  fflé 
to  keep  his  camels  ;  it  is  true  he  cea/ed  to 
fpeak  of  liberty  ;  but  if  he  had,  his  perfidy 
was  fo  well  knoWn  to  me,  that  I  could  have 
no  confidence  or  reliance  on  him. 

I  found  it  necefTary  to  continue  making  up 
faggots,  in  order  to  procure  myfelf  a  fubfiu* 
ence,  but  thirft  frequently  threw  me  into 
the  rnoft  inconceivable  agonies  ;  nor  is  it  pof- 
fible  to  form  an  idea  of  the  extremities  to 
which  it  can  reduce  mankind^  without  having 
firft  fuftained  it. 

The  Arabs  themfelves  were  driven  to  the 
greatcft  diftrefs,  feveral  dying  from  hunger 
and  thirfl  ;  nor  did  the  preient  feafon  promife 
any  fuccour,  being  the  fourth  in  which  the 
drought  had  deftroyed  the  harveft.  This  ca- 
lamity fo  embittered  the  minds  of  the  dife- 
rent  tribes,  that  they  were  at  perpetual  va- 
riance, ftealing  each  other*s  cattle^  in  order  to 
dry  the  flefh  ;  milk  was  very  feafce,  and  wa- 
ter more  fo,  as  it  is  rarely  to  be  found  in  the 
defert,  except  in  the  vicinity  of  the  fca,  where 
it  is  black-,  fait,  corrupt  and  nolfome,  which 
difagreeable  drink,  and  the  want  of  pafturage, 
caufes  the  Arab  ever  to  keep  at  a  ^ftance 

from 
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from  the  coafl.  Though  ia  want  of  every 
kind  of  provifion,  yet  no  one  dared  to  feek  it 
at  a  diilance.  In  this  calamitous  (ituation,  I 
was  a  melancholy  witnefs  of  the  flraits  to 
which  neceffity  can  reduce  the  human  race  i 
the  camels  that  were  killed  fupplied  water 
to  thofe  Arabs  who  had  not  the  means  of 
procuring  milk,  they  preferving  with  the  ut* 
moft  care  the  liquid  they  found  in  the  fto- 
mach  of  the  (laughtered  animal,  preâing  it 
from  the  dung.  The  water  they  thus  pre- 
ferved  was  of  a  greenlfh  colour,  and  in  which 
they  frequently  dreffcd  their  meat  ;  that 
drawn  from  the  flomach  of  the  goats  had  a 
tafte  of  fennel  and  a  fweet  fmell,  nor  did  the 
broth  made  therewith  tafte  difagreeable  ;  but 
that  procured  from  the  camel  was  much  lefs 
pleaiing  to  the  appetite.  What  appeared 
really  aftonifhing  to  me  was,  that  thofe  beads , 
who  drink  but  two  or  three  times  in  the 
year  and  live  on  very  dry  food,  contain  a 
prodigious  quantity  of  water  in  the  ftomach, 
particularly  the  camel. 

Providence  had  not  yet  abandoned  me,  and 
itill  preferved  a  life  which  I  wiihed  to  ter- 
minate, by  expoiing  myfçlf  to  the  dangers  of 

£  e  z  war  ; 
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war  ;  cxîftence  was  painful,  and  wlfhing  to 
ihorten  its  period,  I  aiked  leave  of  my  maflef 
to  repair  to  the  fpot  where  his  flocks  were 
feeding,  that  joining  with  the  inhabitants,  I 
might  ailift  in  defending  them  from  pillage. 
Mj  offer  was  accepted  ;  he  gave  me  the  ca^ 
mel  on  which  he  rode  and  a  piftol,  being  the 
only  one  he  pofleiled,  praying  Heaven  for  the 
fafety  of  his  beaft  and  the  fuccefs  of  his  party« 
I  departed^  accompanied  by  a  relation  of  my 
mafter^s^  and  arrived  with  my  conduâor  into 
the  midft  of  the  warriors,  who  appeared  to 
me  in  the  greateft  diforder^  I  knew  not 
whether  they  were  flying,  or  were  encoun- 
tered hand  to  hand,  as  I  could  difliùguifli  no« 
thing  but  a  confufed  heap  of  men  enveloped 
in  a  cloud  of  duft,  nor  cduld  I  Conceive  boW 
they  recognized  friends  from  foe*^  My  ca* 
mei|  who  doubtlefs  was  not  accuftomed  to 
fuch  expeditions,  marched  flowly  towards  the 
enemies  fire.  My  condu£tcr  was  fbon  fepa- 
fated  from  me^  and  1  faw  him  almoftinAantly 
-drop,  from  a  (hot  which  pierced  his  brain. 
My  camel  being  feared,  plunged  with  the 
greateft  violence,  and  at  length  threw  me  at 
a  diftançe  from  him,  on  an  hillock  of  fand  ; 

an 
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an  Arab  immediately  attacked  me,  fired,  but 
miffed  me,  when  fuddenly  receiving  a  wound 
himfelf,  he  fell  at  my  feet.  A  fécond  in- 
Aantly  took  hi$  place,  advancing  towards  me 
with  his  poignard,  ready  to  pierce  my  heart, 
when  by  a  miracle,  as  he  rail/bd  his  arm  to 
ftrike  the  blow,  his  weapon  entangled  in  his 
turban,  which  floated  looie  on  his  fhoulders  : 
J  pr.o^ted  by  this  accidept,  ftriking  him  with 
the  bjitt  end  of  pay  piftol,  fo  that  he  fell 
fenfelefe  biefpre  me.  This  was  the  only  ufe 
I  could  make  of  my  weapon,  having  no  am** 
munition  but  jy hat  it  contained,  and  already 
twice  miiïîng  fire.  Thelib  accidents  are  yery 
rommon,  a^  thç  ^rms  and  powder  are  equally 
bad,  a  cirçumftance  which  caufes  the  Arabs 
battles  to  be  foon  decided,  the  gregteft  injury 
they  do  being  the  tearing  each  ojther's  ftces 
with  their  nails,  and  fome  wounds  givet^ 
with  their  poignards.  T^hc  camels,  accuf- 
tomed  to  thefe  combats,  mingle  in  the  pon? 
fufion,  lowing,  bitpg,  ^d  difperfing  thp  ene« 
fnies  more  fpeedi|y  than  even  armed  mei^ 
could  efieft. 

The  battle  ended,   feveral  of  our  Arabç 
çaipe  to  me,  faying,  I  was  good^  ^ood  ;  they' 

£  e  3  being 
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being  perfuaded  that  I  had  killed  three  men, 
when  in  reality  1  had  on'y  wounded  one; 
however  I  lett  theni  in  their  error,  taking 
care  to  unload  my  piftol  to  favour  the  deceit. 

*•  Since  Fate  continues  to  fpare  me/*  fiaid 
I,  *'  what  (hould  I  fear  to  attempt  !*•  I  then 
formed  the  projefl:  to  efcape,  firft  taking 
from  my  mafter  all  the  jewels  1  had  before 
given  him.  With  thefe  I  purposed  to  go 
,  over  to  another  tribe,  reafoning  with  myfclf 
in  this  manner — Any  Arab  who  I  may  chance 
to  meet,  will  be  glad  to  accompany  me  to 
Morocco  for  the  reward  I  can  offer,  This 
projeft  appeared  to  me  excellently  devifed, 
though  I  neither  knew  the  rpad  nor  the  dan-» 
gers  1  might  have  to  encounter.  I  therefore 
haftened  to  put  it  in  execution,  concealing 
the  whole  of  the  property  in  a  hole  till  the 
pext  day,  when  I  intended  to  endeavour  to 
procure  myfelf  fome  covering  to  defend  mc 
from  the  cold. 

Sidi  Mahammet  was  not  long  before  he 
difcovered  the  lofs  of  his  treafure  ;  he  ran 
immediately  to  the  thicket  where  I  was,  cm- 
ploying  prayers,  threats,  and  carefles,  to  ob- 
tain reftitution  of  his  wealth,  and  yet   more 

particularly     jl 
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particularl/  to  entreat  me  not  to  divulge  hi$ 
poflèâiag  it  to  any  perfon.  ^^  I  fwear  to 
thee  by  Mahomet^'*  faid  he,  **  and  by  every 
thing  I  refpeû  moft,  that  I  will  have  thee 
immediately  conduâed  to  Mogador,  and  alio 
to  give  thee  Uberty  the  firft  opportunity.  Re- 
turn me,  I  pri'thee,  what  thou  before  gavcft 
me  ;  fhould  my  wife,  who  is  ready  to  be  de* 
livcred,  hear  of  my  misfortune,  it  would  af- 
fcâ  her  too  deeply,  fhe  would  lofe  her  infant, 
nay,  perhaps  her  life  ;  think  what  evils  thi» 
gâion  of  thine  may  caufe/* 

The  rhetoric  of  Sidi  Mahammet  would 
haye  been  of  little  efFeâ,  had  I  not  refleâed, 
that  during  the  night,  if  I  attempted  to 
efcape,  it  was  very  poffible  that  I  might  fall 
into  the  hands  of  fome  wretch  too  poor  to  un* 
dertake  (b  long  a  journey,  and  who  willing 
to  poffefs  my  property,  might  difpofe  of  me 
with  his  dagger.  Thcfe  ideas  determined  mç 
to  reUnquifli  it,  and  I  pretended  to  beaffêâed 
by  his  entreaties,  though  I  refolved  to  keep 
the  afcendance  hie  fears  gave  me  over  him  j 
I  therefore  informed  him,  that  if  he  did  not 
keep  his  word,  I  would  a  fécond  time  deprive 
hijn  of  all  which  I  now  returned*    He  re* 

E  e  4  Ocwed 
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newed  his  oaths,  promifing  to  give  me  in  fu« 
ture,  evening  and  morning,  a  portion  of  milk. 
He  kept  his  word,  but  was  careful  of  quit* 
ting  me,  fearful  that  his  neighbours,  or  par- 
ticularly his  relations,  with  whom  I  fre« 
quently  was,  ihould  be  inforiïied  of  what  I 
had  atchieved,  and  that  he  fhould  a  fécond 
time  be  deprived  of  his  dear  cafket,  and  never 
more  be  able  to  regain  it. 

I  now  began  to  believe  he  (incerely  wifhed 
to  be  rid  of  me,  and  Heaven  furnifhed  the 
means  I  had  fb  long  wifhed  for.  Chance 
conducted  me  to  the  fpot  which  I  had  {o 
often  watered  with  my  tears.  Sidi  Mour 
hammet,  Sherif  of  the  tribe  of  Trargea, 
faw  me,  aiked  who  I  was,  and  was  foon  in« 
formed,  as  well  alio  of  what  I  had  told  them 
I  pofleiled  at  Senegal^  in  powder,  guns,  ice. 
The  Sherif  inftantly  called,  and  afked  me 
what  fituation  I  filled  at  the  Ifle  St.  Louis  ? 
which  queftion  being  anfwered,  he  obferved 
me  nearly,  exclaiming,  •*  Art  thou  Briflbn?*' 
f  ^  Alas  !  it  is  too  true  I  am  that  unfortunate.** 
He  exprefled  much  aftoniihment,  adding  to 
the  Arabs,  **  Do  you  not  know  this  Chrif- 
tian  ?  All  at  Senegal  appertaids  to   him  :'* 

This 
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This  man,  who  had  feen  me  give  orders  for 
the  delivery  of  goods  out  of  the  King's  ma- 
gazine, having  imagined  they  belonged  to^ 
myfelf.    The  brother-in-law  of  my  mafter, 
encouraged  by  this  information,  immediately 
purchafed  me,  giving  $ve  camels  for  his  bar- 
gain.    I   was  ignorant  of  this  agreement, 
when  one  day  I  was  ftruck  with  aftonifliment 
and  joy..  On  returning  with  my  mafter  from 
watering  the  camels,  bis  wife  commanded  me 
to  carry  into  a  neighbouring  tent  a  leathern 
bucket  which  had  been  lent  her.     Sidi  Sel- 
lera,  of  whom  I  have  before  frequently  fpo- 
ken,  was  there  ;   he  called  to  me,  faying,  I 
mufl:  prepare  to  depart  with  him  on  the  mor-^ 
row  for  Mogadon     I  had  been  fo  often  flat- 
tered with  this  hope,  and  my  expeâation  fo 
frequently  difappointed,    that  I  could  not 
perfuade   myfelf  he  fpoke  truth.      Several 
Arabs  who  were  prefent,  aflured  me  it  was 
really  intended,  and  the  old  man  protefiing 
it  ftill  more  firmly,  I  threw  myfelf  at  his  feet, 
weeping,  fobbing,  and  alternately  laughing, 
unmindful  of  every  confideration  but  the  joy 
I  felt  at  the  information  I  had  received.  They 
muft  know  the  worth  of  liberty  who  can  fcd^ 

or 
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or  fonn  any  adequate  idea  of  the  pieafure  X 
experienced  when  I  learnt  my  chains  were  to 
be  broken. 

My  former  patron  called  to  inform  me, 
that  I  no  longer  appertained  to  him,  ^^  I  keep 
my  promife,"  faid  he,  **  thou  wilt  again  fee 
thy  native  country."  At  this  moment  I  for- 
got  all  my  former  refentment  in  the  rapture 
of  the  prefent  expeâation  ;  a  pieafure  which 
was  doubled,  when  they  informed  me  I 
ihould  have  a  travelling  companion,  whon^ 
they  added  was  but  a  fhort  diftance  from  us^ 
Judge  my  furprize,  when  I  found  in  this 
companion  the  unfortunate  baker.  I  aflced 
him  by  what  miracle  he  was  rifen  from  the 
dead  ?  •*  Alas  !**  replied  he,  **  it  is  a  miracle 
that  I  am  not  really  fo  ;  Sidi  Mahammed  one 
day  found  me  milking  the  ihe-camel  ;  he  ran 
inftantly  upon  me,  griping  me  fo  hard  by  the 
throat,  and  giving  me  fuch  fevere  blows,  that 
I  fell  fenlelefs  at  his  feet.  I  was  much  afèo* 
iiiihed,  on  my  recovery,  to  find  myfelf  alone, 
with  my  throat  bathed  in  blood  ;  even  now 
the  marks  of  his  nails  flill  remain.  I  drag-p 
ged  myfelf  as  well  as  I  could  into  the  aper- 
ture of  a  rock,  from  whence  I  heard  echo  fè» 

veral 
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vera!  timee  repeat  the  voice  of  my  barbarous 
mafter,  who  had  returned  to  fèek  me,  and 
now  called  me  loudly  ;  doubtlefs  curiofity  of 
what  could  have  become  of  me  was  a  ftrong 
motive,  as  he  muft  neceffarily  imagine  he  left 
mc  expiring.  I  determined  not  to  anfwcr^ 
being  refolved  either  to  die  of  hunger,  or 
gain  the  fea-coaft,  hoping  there  to  di(çovcr 
fome  vcffel.  In  efFeâ  1  reached  it  in  tea 
4ay8,  having,  during  that  time  no  nourifh'*» 
ment  but  fnaiis,  nor  any  drink  but  my  own 
urine.  The  fight  of  a  fmall  fifliing  vefleU 
which  lay  at  an  anchor  near  land,  redoubled 
my  ftrength,  and  I  ran  haftily  towards  the 
ihpre^  hewing  by  my  fignals  to  engage  the 
captain  to  fend  his  boat  to  my  relief  ;  but  I 
had  hardly  advanced  a  few  fteps  between  the 
rocks  which  furround  the  coaft,  when  I  was 
fuddemly  feiascd  by  two  young  Arabs  *,  who 
dragged  me  to  fome  didance  from  the  fiiore* 
The  diftrefs  I  felt  at  finding  myfelf  in  their 

*  The  Arabs  who  inhabit  the  coaft  live  entirely  on  their 
BOxtty  ;  and  thou^  they  are  extitenlely  poor,  are  tntich 
lef$  ferocioQS  than  thote  who  live  in  the  interbr  parts, 
which  laft  meationcd  hold  the  former  in  the  ntnnoft  con- 
icjopt» 

power, 
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power,  the  grief  I  fuilained  from  failing  in 
my  enterprize,  a4cled  to  the  extreme  hunger 
I  experiepced,  had  doubtlefs  overcome  me, 
had  they  not  immediately  afforded  me  foma 
fuccQur.     From  that  day  they  became  my 
maders,  and  employed  me  to  keep  their  gpats, 
they  having  no  other  flocks,  nor  any  other 
means  of  pxiftence  except  fifhing  ;  yet  are 
ranch   more  gentle  and  laboriops  than  the 
Arabs  who  live  in  the  interior  parts*     About 
fifteen  days  ago,  they  informed  me  they  were 
going  to  conduâ:  tne  to  the  Sultan,  and  as 
they  have  brought  me  hithçr,  J  fuppoic  this 
is  the  rendezvous  agreed  on  with  your  maf^ 
ter,  when  they  informed  hin»  ihey  ba4  tîikerj 
me. 

f*  I  often  wifhed,"  continued  he,  ♦^  that 
you  had  been  with  me,  as  you  would  cer- 
tainly have  been  lefs  unhappy,  for  I  had  no 
reafon  of  complaint  againft  thefe  ppople.  I 
have  frequently  hc^rd  theqi  fpe^k  of  you^  fof 
your  name  appears  well  known  to  them  *• 

^  The  jewels  I  had  given  to  Sidt  Mahammet  had  (b 
greatly  raifed  my  reputadon  among  thefe  hordes,  diat  the 
travelling  Arabs  who  pafied  through  that  part  of  the  country 
\ifed  to  alk  my  companions  in  diftref^  which  of  \is  wat 
Brifibii* 
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Now  we  arc  re-united,  what  is  next  to  be 
done  with  us  ?  Is  it  true  that  we  are  to  be 
conduced  to  the  Emperor  of  Morocco  ?/' 

Having  heard  the  information  of  the  baker, 
I  replied,  that  we  in  cSeA  were  going  to  de- 
part for  Morocco,  that  we  had  a  long  journey 
to  undertake.  *•  We  (hall  have  much  to 
fufFer,*'  faid  I,  **  if  we  are  obliged  to  follow 
the  camels  ;  neither  can  I  tell  how  we  muft 
fubfift,  as  there  will  not  be  any  female  ani- 
mals to  afford  us  milk.  I  much  fear  we  fhall 
be  obliged  to  beg  from  hamlet  to  hamlet 
which  will  greatly  prolong  our  journey. 
The  next  day  the  inhabitants  of  the  tiibe  of 
Trargea  aflembled  round  Sidi  Sellem,  making 
a  long  prayer  ;  after  which  they  brought  us 
a  large  pot  of  broth,  compofed  of  the  farinons 
part  of  fomc  wild  grain,  of  which  I  believe  I 
have  before  fpoken  ;  they  joined  to  this  pro- 
Vifîon  a  large  quantity  of  milk,  and  number- 
Icfs  wiflies  fpr  a  profperous  journey. 
-  Sidi  Mahammet  bid  me  adieu  moft  affec- 
tionately. "  Farewel,  Briflbn,"  faid  he, 
^^  thou  art  about  to  undertake  a  long  and 
w'earifonie  journey  ;  thou  wilt  then  be  fen- 
iible  I  had  reafon  to  dread  expofing  myfelf  to 

•  it. 
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k.  I  fincerely  wifii  thoù  mayft  arrive  kf 
fafetj,  aud  that  thy  next  voyage  may  be  hap- 
pier than  the  lad*  Adieu,  do  not  forget  to 
fend  my  wife  fome  fcarlet  cloth  ;  thou  mayfl 
give  it  to  Sidi  Sellem.  Once  more  adieu,  my 
friend  Briflbn*'*  The  tears  that  accotnpamed 
thefe  laft  words  might  have  impofed  pa  me^ 
had  I  not  well  known  what  a  hypocrite  1  had 
to  deal  with  ;  notwlthftanding,  the  pleafurc 
I  felt  in  the  idea  of  quitting  him  made  me  ex- 
prefs  a  fentiment  of  gratitude,  I  even  pra- 
mifed  to  fend  what  he  afked  for.  He  affifted 
me  to  get  on  a  large  camel,  which  the  baker 
and  myfelf  were  allowed  to  travel  on,  but 
which  we  were  neceffitatcd  to  quit  fbme  few 
days  after  ;  nor  were  we  alone  in  this  mis* 
fbrtune,  for  from  want  of  pafturage,  thefe 
animals  were  unable  to  proceed  with  any 
luggage.  In  this  country  they  are  not  equal 
to  much  fatigue  ;  befides,  the  want  of  faddles 
would  have  prevented  our  making  ufe  of  thofe 
beafts  for  any  length  of  time.  We  were 
therefore  obliged  to  walk  during  the.remaia« 
dcr  of  our  journey.  What  agonies  did  1  fof- 
tain  from  the  fand  getting  into  the  wounds  ia 
my  feety  the  pain  of  which  was  nKxnentarUj 

augmented 
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augmented  by  thorns  ;  frequently  did  I  fall 
without  the  hope  of  ever  more  being  able  to 
rife  ;  to  add  to  our  fatigue,  we  were  oftea 
obliged  to  wander  from  the  dire£l  road  to 
collet:  our  catiiels,  who  from  wearinefs  lin^» 
gered  behind  ;.  at  other  times  we  were  obliged 
to  encreafe  our  fpeed  far  beyond  our  ftrengtb^ 
IQ  .order  to  avoid  hordes  whom  we  thought 
dangerous. 

One  day,  alas  !  the  remembrance  of  that 
melancholy  day  will  ever  remain  engraven  on 
my  memory,  we  reached  a  valley,  which  the 
rain  lately  fallen  had  covered  with  verdure. 
In  this  place  my  mafter  determined  to  flop^ 
that  his  almoft  famifhed  beafls  might  graa^e; 
himfelf  afcending  a  high  mountain  which 
bounded  the  valley,  and  from  whence  ht 
could  fee  the  beails  feed  that  he  was  taking 
to  the  city  for  fale.  I  followed,  and  at  length 
pafTed  him,  firmly  believing  it  was  the  road 
we  were  to  purfue.  What  confirmed  me  ia 
this  opinion  was,  that  the  old  man  let  me 
continue  my  walk  without  oppofition,  and 
that  I  alio  difcovered  a  beaten  path  before 
tnc.  When  I  arrived  at  the  fummit,  1  went 
9l  little  afide  from  the  path  to  clean  my  long 

beard, 
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beards  which,  notwltbftanding  my  titffic^ 
care,  was  full  of  vermin.  I  had  pafled  neaf 
an  hour  in  the  thicket,  when  finding  nmie  of 
our  travellers  approach^  I  returned  to  the  top 
of  the  mountain»  But,  good  Heaven  !  wbat 
was  my  furprize,  when  I  difcovered  no  one, 
nor  knew  what  road  they  had  taken^  or  what 
path  to  purfue  i  for  as  a  number  d  hordefi 
had  encamped  on  this  fpot  for  the  pufpofe  c£ 
feeding  their  cattle^  an  infinity  of  paths  led 
to  it.  Thus  fituated  I  could  devife  no  means 
but  calling  loudly  on  Sidi  Sellem  ;  at  length 
I  difcovered  at  a  diftance  four  or  five  Arabs, 
who  advanced  towards  roe.  I  haftened  to 
meet  them,  firmly  believing  them  to  be  my 
own  people,  but  foon  recognized  my  error^ 
for  one  of  the  moil  powerful  of  thefe  barba* 
rians,  accompanied  by  a  great  dog,  (eized  me, 
the  Arab  inftantly  knocking  me  down  by  a 
blow  which  he  ftruck  me  on  the  head  with 
the  flat  of  his  fabre,  and  the  others  immedi* 
ately  joming  him,  dragged  me  into  a  defile 
of  the  rock,  which  led  to  their  afybm* 

Behold  my  hopes  of  liberty  for  ever  exttn- 
guiihed  in  the  expeftation  of  a  more  cruel 
flavcry  than  I  had  yet  experienced  !    I  was 

loft 
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toft  in  theft  melancholy  refleftîôflSi  -  when 
the  barbarians  gained  a  dope,  which  led,  to  ^ 
cavity,  where  doubtlefs  they  intended  con* 
cealing  me^  but  cûming  to  a  fud4en  opeiv^ 
ing^  I  difcovered  in  a  valley  below  the.njoun* 
tain,  our  flock  gnd  little  caravan  1  which  con^ 
tained  about  twenty  perfons  ;  defpair  gav^ 
tnt  ftrtrigtbî  apd  making  a  fudden  effort,  I 
^fcaped  from  ihefe.  wretches,  runniçigpreci* 
pltatcly  towards  my  old  ipan,  Sidi  ^Uern,  fojr 
refuge,  while  the  vagabonds,  alarmed  at  our 
Superior  number,  took  to  flights 

1  was  feverely  reprimanded  by  my  mafter^ 
ivho  defiréd  that  in  future  I  would  be  careful 
not  to  quit  them  ;  on  my  part,  I  complained 
jthat  h«  had  not  informed  me  that  the  path 
which  he  faw  iiie  take^  was  not  that  himfelf 
intended  to  purfue  ;  and  that  alfo  he  had  con* 
tinned  his  journey,  without  calling  or  caufing 
me  to  be  ibught  after,  tie  replied^  that  he 
intended  to  have  taken  the  fame  path,  but  ha4 
been  obliged  to  defcend  into  the  valley,  to 
•collcâ  the  eamelsj  who  having  been  fo  long 
deprived  of  hérbiage,  had  ftrayed  from  each 
other  in  grazing^  "  I  had  juft  gathered  them 
together/'  continued  he^  **'and  was  purfuing 

I'f  the 
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path  to  join  thee^  when  the  found  of  thy 
^oice  gave  mc  notice  of  your  danger,  and  of 
that  I  ran  myfelf  ;  but  I  eould  not  expofe  my 
camels,  or  hazard  my  life  to  deliver  thee. 
We  have  no  time  to  lofe  ;  let  us  haften  from 
this  (pot,  where  I  am  in  as  much  peril  ai 
Ihyfelf.'^ 

During  the  fpace  of  ^  the  fix  fbllowiog 
hours,  we  redoubled  our  (peed,  taking  al(b  â 
contrary  road,  that  we  might  decdve  our  ener 
mies  (hould  they  purfue  us  ;  neither  had  we 
any  food  until  the  evening  of  the  (econd  day^ 
being  forty^eight  hours  without  any  nouriih- 
ixvpnt  but  (bme  handf uls  of  wild  endive,  which 
I  gathered  in  the  fatal  valley. 

At  day^break  we  continued  our  journey^ 
crofling  fome  mountains  which  led  us  to  a 
[dain  covered  with  calcined  flones,  greatly  re* 
(embling  the  coal  that  has  been  burnt  in  our 
forges  ;  thele  ftones  in  (bme  places  were 
overfpread  with  a  whitiih  earth,  on  which  lay 
the  trunks  of  large  trees,  apparently  torn  up 
by  the  roots,  and  entirely  ftripped  of  tiieir 
bark,  the  branches  being  brittle  as  glafs,  and 
twifted  like  cordage*  The  wood  was  of  a 
ycUow  colour^  refembling  the  liquorice,   and 

the 


COAST  OP  AFkiCA*  43$ 

thé  interior  part  of  the  trunks  full  of  a  coarfe 
harfli  powder»  all  appearing  to  announce  that 
ibme  extraordinary  revolution  of  nature  had 
reduced  thetn  to  that  ilate.  I  was  curious  to 
diicover  whether  the  wood  had  not  a  tafte 
of  fulphur^  but  to  tùy  furprise^  the  wood^ 
the  fbnes»  and  even  the  duft  which  was  in« 
clofed  in  the  trunks  of  the  trees^  were  all 
equally  devoid  of  tafte  or  fmelh 

On  proceeding,  we  arrived  at  fome  moun- 
tains of  fuch  prodigious  height,  that  they  ap« 
peared  piled  on  each  other,  and  whurh,  in 
ilbme  places  being  torn  afunder,  formed  tre«» 
mendous  precipices  ;  others  overhanging  their 
baie,  feemed  fuipended  in  air,  and  appeared  to 
threaten  the  traveller  with  annihilation.--^ 
Some,  from  coiicuflions  in  nature,  had  been 
daihed  violently  together,  leaving  immenfe 
apertures»  The  furrounding  vallies  were  alfb 
environed  by  rocks,  w^bfe  craggy  mafles  were 
no  lefs  tremendous.  In  (hort,  as  far  as  the 
eye  could  reach,  it  was  a  long  chain  of  njoun* 
tains,  from  whofe  enormous  height  huge 
fragments  were  continually  detaching  them* 
ielves,  and  which  daihingfrom  point  to  pointy 
were  reduced  to  pieces  before  they  reached 
the  bottom. 
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Oil  the  other  fide  were  two  fprings,  Ûé 
one  of  which  was  black,  muddy,  and  of  1 
fulphurcous  finell  ;  the  other,  feparated  from 
the  fir  ft  by  a  fand-^bank  'Of  *  the  width  of  fif* 
teen  feet,  was  clear  as  cryftal.  The  tafte  of 
both  waters  was  tolerably  pleaiknt,  arid  the 
bottom  of  the  fprings  being  covered  with  dif* 
ferent  coloured  pebbles,  appeared  very  ûgree^^ 
able  to  the  fight. 

In  this  fpot  I  obfcrved  a  fingularity,  which 
I  fubmit  to  my  informed  Readers.  In  a  val^ 
ky  that  appeared  to  me  very  narrow,  front 
the  clofenef^  of  the  mountaiùs  that  fur-^ 
rounded  itj  I  difcovered  through  fome  ca- 
verns, formed  from  the  fall  of  prodi^us 
pieces  of  rock  that  croffed  eaeli  other,,  an 
immenfe  flat,  which  aftoniihed  me  by  th^ 
varieties  it  confained.  The  earth  appeared 
damp,  and  furrowed  as  though  brooks  had 
formerly  ran  in  thofe  channels  ;  the  edges 
of  the  furrows  were  covered  with  a  thick 
coat  of  nitrous  ificles,  and  even  the  furround- 
in  g  rocks  overfpread  with  the  fame^  ^ving 
them  the  appearance  of  cafcades  ;  large  red 
roots  aiid  branches  full  of  leaves  refembling 
the  laurel,  filled  up  the  crevices  of  the  rock« 

Advancing 
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Advancing  yet  farther  towards  the  weft,  I 
difcovered  large  heaps  of  ftones  as  white  as 
alabafter^  apparently  piled  on  each  other,  ^nd 
through  which  appeared  the.  tops  of  palm- 
trees,  but  whofe  trunks  were  entirely  buried 
therein,  the  ftones  bearing  a  reiemblance  to. 
thofe  on  the  fea-fliore.     The  dates,  which 
are  fcattered  among  the  ftones,  plainly  ihew, 
both  by  their  colour  and  appearance,  their, 
antiquity,  and  are  entirely  deprived  of  thçir 
bark,     I  broke  one  of  them  with  my  nails, 
in  order  to  tafte  it,  and  found  it  at  once  bit- 
ter and  fait,   but  without  fmell  ;  thofe  that 
were  akeady  broken,    fell  .to  pieces  on  at^ 
tempting  to  touch  them,  and  the  filaments 
that  remained  under  the  rind  were  covered 
with  a  fait  powde;r  as  brilliant  as  cryftal.  The 
roots  that  hung  among  the  rocks  were  of  a 
glutinous  quality,  and  the  rinds  came  off  oa 
the   flighteft    touch.      I     gathered    feveral 
branches  of  wild  laurel,  from  whence  iflued 
a  white  liquid  ;  a  drop  falling  on  my  hand 
gave  me  great  pain,  took  off  the  ikin,  and 
left  a  black  fpot,  a  circunaûance  that  pre- 
vented my  taftb  git.    In  a  word,  the  pçb^ 
|)}es,  the  bpds  of  nitre,  the  overthrown  palms, 

F  f  3  and 
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lind  others  buried  up  to  die  top,  the  flat  cci« 
vered  with  a  fine  fait,  thç  appearance  of  the 
eardi,  the  (h^ttered  and  craggy  mountains,  all 
announce,  if  I  may  venture  my  opinion,  that 
formerly  the  foam  <^  the  fez  reached  this 
fpot.  I  aiked  Sidi  Sellem  if  we  were  far  dif- 
tant  ftom  it,  or  if  he  had  ever  before  ex« 
plored  this  place  ?  He  replied,  that  mo&  pro^ 
bably  we  were  the  firft  men  who  had  done 
fo,  that  he  imagined  we  were  not  hr  diftant 
from  the  fea,  which  he  wilhed  much  to 
reach,  as  the  coail  would  direâ  him  eaftward 
to  a  hord  of  Arabs,  where  he  had  friends  who 
had  travelled  to  Mecca  with  him.  ^^  Make 
Ayfclf  eafy/*  faid  he,  **  the  fun  is  my 
guide,  and  will  direâ  me  truly  ;  thou  mayft 
therefore  follow  the  camels  with  ikfety.**  His 
alTurances  gave  me  hope,  and  infpired 
courage  to  fuftain  my  fatigues,  though  I  en- 
dured the  moft  excruciating  pain  from  the  &• 
line  duft  penetrating  into  the  wounds  in  my 
feet.  But  judge  my  pleafure  and  aftoni/h* 
ment,  when  after  two  d^ys  journey  I  found 
myfelf  on  the  fea^fhore,  and  could  contem* 
plate  the  foaming  waves  beneath  me.  To* 
wards  the  eaft,  where  I  then  was,  the  fea  is 

limited 
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iimited  by  immenie  rocks  ;  on  confidering 
which,  1  relinquiihed  the  opinion  that  evçr 
the  billows  had  rifen  to  fuch  a  prodi^ous 
height.  **Thcfe  rocks/'  faid  I,  "  muft 
have  reftrained  them/'  I  was  loft  in  con- 
jeâure  ;  but  as  I  iimply  mean  to  write  a  nar« 
rative  of  faâs,  philofophio^  diflertations 
would  be  foreign  (o  the  fubjeâ,  . 

After  a  few  days  journey,  a$  we  advanced 
toward  Morocco,  we  crofled  fome  mountains 
no  lefs  elevated  than  the  firft  ;  thefe  were 
covered  with  pçbbles  of  different  colours,  as 
red,  yellow,  blue,  and  green.  I  likewife  dif- 
covered,  at  a  great  diftance,  prodigious  fo« 
refis,  a  fight  I  had  been  a  ftrangçr  (o  during 
the  thirteen  months  I  was  in  the  defert.  I 
was  aftonifhed  to  fee  the  trees  adhering  to 
the  rocks,  and  appearing  fufpended  from 
them  ;  the  goats  alfo  purfuing  eacl)  other, 
leaped  the  fteepeft  prçcipices,  ^od  efcaped 
with  inconceivable  fwiftnefs  when  they  dif- 
covered  any  perfon  approach  ;  as  foçip  as  one 
takes  to  flight  all  the  reft  ^nftantly  follow. 

I  remarked  among  feveral  other  trçes,  that 
one  aloqe,  which  bears  a  leaf  like  our  parflqr , 
had  fyfiered  from  the  thunder. 

F  f  4  We 
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.  We  were  three  days  and  four  nights  pa(V 
fîng  thefe  forefts,  during  which  time  we  met! 
lio  alarm  from  the  wild  beafts  who  refort  ia 
thé  deferts  of  Africa  ;  doubtlefe  their  haunts 
are  in  the  moft  diftant  parts  of  the  eaft  ;  but 
if  fo,  where  can  they  find  water  ? 
*  The  farther  we  advanced  the  more  m/ 
miferics  decreafed,  as  we  frequently  met  with 
fields  of  barley  fit  to  be  cut,  among  which  I 
could  fit  and  eat.  with  a  pleafure  difficult  td 
cxprefs.  Water  was  no  longer  fo  fcarce,  and 
we  àlfp  often  met  with  hamlets  wh^e  we 
were  well  received  ;  even  in  fome  of  thefo 
which  might  have  been  dangerous  to  othe^ 
travellers,  Sidi  Sellem  was  refpefted,  becaufe 
he  had  been  to  Mecca.  Not  with  {landing,  the 
Arabs  of  thé  tribe  of  Telkoennes  are  held  in 
the  greateft  confideration  for  hofpitality. 
^  After  having  received  him  with  thecufto- 
rriary  honours  due  to  a  ftranger,  at  their  ufual 
hour  they  brought  him  barley,  flour,  and  milk. 
What  he  left  appertained  to  me  ;  and  which, 
retiring  toa.diftancc,  I  fhared  with  my  new 
companion,  the  baker  ;  for  in  travelling,  a 
Chriftian  (more  particularly  than  at  another 
time)  muft  neither  eat,  drink,  nor  fleep  jieajr 
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his  mafter.    One  evening  after  fupper  I  dug 

a  hollow  in  the  fand^  to  lay  me  ^own  in 

ftelter  from  the  cold,  wrapping  the  cloth  I 

Wore  about  my  body  on  my  head,  to  defend 

my   eyes  from  the  fand.     I  had  hardly  at* 

tempted  to  fall  afleep  when  I  heard  the  report 

of  two  guns  very  near  me,  and  found  myfelf 

inftantly  feized.     I  ^ore  the  cove  ng  oflF  mf 

head  ;  it  was  on  fire,  doùbtlefs  from  the  wad* 

ding  of  the  gun.     One  of  thofe  who  held  mo 

aiked  if  I  was  wounded.   ♦*  No,**  returned  I^ 

f  *  but  what  have  I  done  to  be  thus  treated  ?*^ 

«*  Sir,'?    replied  he,   ♦*  follow  us  V      My 

mafter,  vyrho  had  awoke  at  the  report  of  the 

guns,  ran  to  the  place  where  he  beard  my 

voice,  complaining  of  their  behavioiir  to  his 

ilave,  and  their  want  of  hofpi-a  ity  to  a  per^ 

fon  like  himfelf.     The  Arab  mountaineer, 

replied  with  great  arrogance,  he  was  igno-? 

rant  that  I  appertained  to  him  ;  that  as  he 

watched  hi$  flocks,  feeing  a  roan  concealed  ii| 

^  I  muil  here  obferre,  that  the  langaagjC  in  the  defert 
4'ii&n  greatly  from  that  fpoken  in  the  capital.  Sidi  Seliemu 
who  was  an  informed  man,  was  obliged  to  ufe  many  reper 
titions,  to  enable  the  Efiendi  to  undeiftand  him,  when  he 
qoeftkned  him  ijt  the  pnfence  «f  the  Emperor^ 

the 
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the  fandy  he  took  him  for  one  of  thofe  nightly 
thieves  who  fteal  their  young  goat^«  Sidi 
Sellem  feigned  to  believe  him,  praifed  his 
zeal,  and  refcued  me  from  his  haads^  Am 
jbon  as  he  thought  all  ftill  in  the  hamlet,  he 
haftened  to  depart  from  a  fpot,  which  might 
have  proved  as  dangerous  to  himielf  as  to 
ne* 

-  Thefe  Arabs  of  the  tribe  of  Telkoeones 
are  the  worft  fituated  of  any  I  have  feen  vx 
the  deferts,  living  in  the  midA  of  mountains 
of  fànd  which  have  been  formed  by  the  wind* 
They  may  be  truly  faid  to  wiih  to  deprive 
themfel ves  even  of  the  light  of  day,  fo  diffi-t 
cult  is  it  to  penetrate  into  their  retreats,  or 
to  explore  the  way  from  them.  The  neighs 
bouring  plains  are  infefted  with  enormous 
ierpents.  I  was  once  witnefs  of  the  alarm 
thefê  reptiles  give  the  camels,  they  haftening 
from  them  with  the  utmoft  fpeed  and  fear, 
caûiing  myfelf  and  the  baker  a  great  deal  of 
trouble  to  coUeâ  them  again. 

At  length  we  approached  the  famous  city 
of  Gouadnum,  of  which  I  had  fo  often  heard 
fpoken  ;  it  was  through  the  points  of  rock 
that  I  difcovered  at  a  difUnce  a  city  buil|  on 
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ah  elevation^  and  whofe  eovirons  announced 
a  formidable  fortification  ;  but  ^n  a  nearer 
view,  I  found  the  walls  made  of  earth,  and 
broken  in  feveral  places;  fome  inhabitants 
(hewed  themfelves  at  the  little  windows  oa 
the  houfe-tops,  and  were  doubtlefs  méditât* 
ing  whether  they  could  do  us  any  injury^ 
The  chief  of  the  town,  inforined  that  Sidi 
Sellem  was  at  the  head  of  our  little  caravan^ 
came  to  meet  us,  followed  by  four  negro 
(laves,  who  carried  an  umbrella  made  of 
palm  leaves,  which  he  prefented  to  him« — ^ 
^*  Is  that  Grouadnum  which  I  fee  before  me?** 
faid  I.  "  No,*'  replied  he,  "  it  is  fort  La- 
bat  ;  the  city  is  farther  on  ;  thou  mayft  di- 
flinguifh  it  at  9,  diftance."  In  cScâ  wo 
reached  it  in  about  two  hours. 

This  city  is  the  refuge  of  all  the  rebellious 
Arabs  of  the  difiprent  tribes,  and  is  divided 
into  two  parts,  the  lower  being  governed  by 
Sidi  Adella,  and  the  higher,  which  is  not 
unlike  fort  Labat,  by  another  commander^ 
The  houfes  are  all  conftruâed  alike,  being 
four  large  walls  furrounding  a  prodigious 
fpace  of  ground,  thofe  of  the  fame  party 
Jiving  together  ;  thefe  walls  are  very  high, 

have. 
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have  but  one  entrance,  nor  any  light  but  what 
comes  from  the  roof,  which  is  left  uncoverdd« 
The  door,  which  ferves  for  the  whole  circam«- 
ference  is  guarded  by  large  dogs  ;  every  inha« 
bitant  alfo  of  the  dwelling  keeps  one  for  his 
own  fecurity;  for  without  that  caution, 
though  inclofed  in  their  own  habitation,  they 
would  be  pillaged  by  all  their  inmates,  who 
might  be  bolder^  or  more  dextrous  thaq 
thepifelves, 

I  know  not  how  to  reconcile  this  genera) 
miftruft  with  the  confiderable  traffic  which  is 
carried  on  in  this  city.  I  faw  two  markets 
which  were  nothing  inferior  to  the. fairs  in 
the  French  provinces,  and  though  they  cir- 
culate fpecie,  the  exchange  of  merchandize 
is  their  principal  objeft.  I  faw  here  very  good, 
woollen  cloths,  and  particularly  fome  of  a 
mixture  of  crimfon  and  whitCj  which  they 
ufe  as  cloathing.  The  dealers  who  purchafe 
to  fell  again  in  the  interior  parts,  give  camels 
in  exchange,  their  ordinary  profit  being  about 
four  hundred  for  one,  and  yet  their  gains  on 
this  article  is  much  lefs  than  on  wheat,  dates^ 
horfes,  fheep,  oxen,  afles,  gunpowder,  to^ 
bacco,    combs,    looking-glaljcs,    and   many 

othe^^ 
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t)thtr  fhoall  articles,  which  are  difficfult  to 
procure  in  the  interior  parts ^  the  confump* 
tioii  being  in  the»  little  towns,  where  there 
are  days  fixed  for  the  fale  of  them* 

What  is  moft  furprizing  is>  that  fcâfce  znf 

but  Jews  trade.;   they  afe.  notwithftandirig 

expofed  to  the  mdft  outrageous  affront s^    Art 

Arab  will  fnatch  the  bread  *  from  the  hand 

of  a  Jew,  enter  his  .hut,  and  infift  on  his 

giving  him  a  handful  of  tobacco,  frequently 

accompanying  the  demand  with  a  blow,  and 

always  with  infolence,  which  the  poor  Jew 

fufïbrs  with  patience  ;  it  is  true  he  recom* 

penfes  himfclf  by  his  (kill  in  difpofing  of  his 

merchandize,  and  the  art  with  which  he  de* 

ceives  the  Arabs,  who  are  in  general  very 

ignorant. 

The  two  chiefs  who  command  at  Gouad* 
num  have  no  fuperiority,  except  they  exceed 
each  other  in  point  of  property, 

*  It  was  at  Gouadnum  I  firft  faw  bread  in  thefe  coun^ 
ttici.  Whether  brick  and  ftdne  are  fcarce,  or  that  they  are 
unacquainted  with  the  conftruâîon  of  dVenâ,  I  know  nof, 
they  heat  fmall  ftones,  on  which  they  bake  their  pafte.  The 
bread  thus  made  is  tolerably  good  ;  that  which  the  Confyl 
Was  fupplied  with  by  order  of  the  Emperor,  appeared  dî& 
ferently  baked,  though  I  know  not  iù  what  manner^  and 
Was  more  agreeable  to  the  tafte. 
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In  diis  city  I  tiictt  with  a  Moot  who  hap« 
pened  to  be  on  the  iea  coail  when  we  were 
wrecked.  To  this  mab  I  owe  much  gratis* 
tttde,  as  he  treated  me  with  great  kindnefi, 
his  fifter^in-law^  Paphye,  particularly^  taking 
the  moft  lively  intereil:  in  my  misfortunes, 
and  who»  during  the  eight  days  I  ftaid  at 
Gouadnum,  employed  me  in  grinding  barley* 
She  took  care  that  I  ihould  be  wdl  fed,  and 
treated  me  with  great  attention,  even  aiking 
me  to  remain  with  her  :  but  nothing  could 
equal  the  generous  afliflance  I  received  from 
the  Jew  Aaron  and  his  wives,  notwithAand- 
ing  the  mgratitude  he  had  before  experienced 
from  feveral  Chriftian  flaves* 

I  left  Gouadnum  after  a  ftay  of  eight  days^ 
and  on  my  way  to  Rëgaden  was  perpetually 
meeting  with  hamlets  and  caftles,  for  the;  moft 
psut  built  on  very  high  mountains,  and  which 
at  a  diflance  might  have  been  taken  for 
very  elegant  dwellings,  but  on  a  nearer  view 
l>ore  a  very  different  appearance.  We  were 
no  longer  fo  well  fed,  and  the  nearer  we  ap-» 
proached  the  city,  the  lefs  hofpitality  we  met 
with. 

We  had  already  been  lixty-fix  days  on  our 

journey  ;• 
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joufncyj  itty  ftrength  Was  exhaufted,  my 
feet  fwelled  aimoft  to  fuppuration  ^,  and  I 
muft  infallibly  have  funk  under  my  calami«« 
ties^  had  not  my  mafter  been  perpetually  re- 
animating my  courage  by  faying,  **  Look, 
look,  there^s  the  fea»  feefl  thou  the  ihips, 
bear  up,  we  ihall  foon  reach  them/*     This 
bope  fuftaioed  me  ;  and  at  the  very  moment 
when  &tigue  had  aimoft  exhaufted  expeda-^ 
tion,  I  again  beheld  the  element  which  had 
CAufbd  me  fb  many  misfortunes,  and  that 
once  more  muft  be  the  arbiter  of  my  fate^ 
Sidi   Sellem  doubtlefs  wiihed  to  enjoy  my 
ibrprize,  for  in  quitting  a  labyrinth  of  juniper 
bufhes,  we  came  fuddenly  on  a  hill  of  fand, 
from  whence  it  opened  at  once  on  the  view# 
Oh,  you  who  read  this  narrative,  too  true  in 
itsmisfortunec,  never  can  you  form  an  idea  of 
the  pleafuw  I  experienced  when  I  faw  the 
French  flag,  unfurled,  as  well  as  thofe  of  othtf 
nations  appertaining  to  the  vefTels  lying  at 
anchor  in  the  Bay  of  Mogador,  which  I  yet 
(Wily  knew  by  the  name  of  Soira.    ^*  Well^ 

♦  A  thom  of  the  gxira-treo  bad  pierced  my  foot,  not 
iO0tt]d  I  extraâ  it  until  it  w»  rotten. 

Briffon/' 
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Briflbn»  (aid  my  maftêr,  *'  art  thou  fatîsfieé  t^ 
Doft  thou  fee  the  vcflels  ?  French  >ones  t 
think  are  not  Wanting.  I  promifed  to  con- 
duA  thee  to  theConful  ;  thou  findeft  I  keep 
my  word  :  but  why  doft  thou  not  fpeak  ?** 
Alas,  what  could  I  fay  ?  tears  of  joy  inter- 
cepted the  paffage  of  words,  nor  was  it.  pof« 
iible  for  me  to  articulate  a  iingle  found»  I 
gazed  on  the  fea^  on  the  flying  colours,  oa 
the  ihips,  on  the  city,  and  almoft  thought 
them  all  illufion.  The  unhappy  baker^  no 
ïcfs  exhaufled  myfclfj  fliared  the  fame  rap-» 
ture,  while  our  grateful,  though  fpeechlc/5f 
tearSj  bathed  the  hands  of  the  generous  old 
man,  who  bad  afforded  us  fuch  an  agreeabld 
furprize* 

At  length  we  arrived  at  the  city  ;  but  I 
v/zs  not  free  from  inquietude,  as  I  had  heard 
before  I  quitted  France,  that  the  Emperor 
had  very  ill  treated  M,  de  Chenier  oil  his  cm- 
bafly,  and  that  he  had  been  neceffitated  to 
complain  to  his  own  Courts  I  knew  not 
whether  he  had  been  redrefTedi  arid  if  a  frefh 
Conful  fupplied  his  place  ;  at  all  events  I 
tad  caufe  for  fear.  My  fufpicions  foon  va- 
bifhed  on  entering  the  city,  and  meeting  iwb 
*  Europeans^ 
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Ëttrûpèans,  **  "Whoever  ye  are/*  faid  I,  **  be* 
hold  my  diftrefs^  and  deign  to  fpeak  comfort 
to  me  i  ref-aflfare  nie^  inform  .where  I  am* 
What  is  your  country  ?  What  month  is  it  ? 
and  what  day  of  the  week?^'  I  addreH^ 
thefe  qucftions  to  two  traders,  who  after  con- 
fideringtne  attentively,,  went  and  informed 
Mei&s.  Duprat  and  Cabanes  of  my  fituation» 
Thefe  gentlemen,  who  made  it  their;  ftudy 
to  relieve  thofe  whom  misfortune  had  thrown 
into  this  country,  came  immediately  to  feek 
me,  and*  without  feeming  ihocked  at  iny  re- 
volting appearance,  embraced  me,  fhedding 
tears  of  joy  to  have  it  in  their  power  to  affifl 
an  unfortunate  fufieren  **  Your  forrows  arc 
over,"  faid  they,  "  come  with  us,  we  will 
endeavour  to  make  you  forget  them.**  They 
took  me  with  them  immediately,  engaging 
my  mafter  to  follow  us,  defiring-him  to  be 
petftÙly  eafy  on  account  of  any  agreement  I 
might  have  contraôed  with  hirai.  I  likewife 
entreated  them  to  permit  me  to  conduA  Sidi 
Sellém  and  his  fon  with  us  ;  they  confented^ 
dejGring  me  to  ufe  their  dwelling  as  my  own, 
treating  me  with  the  greateft  care,  attention, 
and  friendiKip,  and  cloathing  me  entirely  in* 

G  g  their 
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doathing  confîfls  of  difi^rent  coloured  tunics^ 
and  cloaks  with  hoods  not  unlike  a  âîar*s« 
On  their  heads  they  wear  a  fmall  red  cap,  or- 
namented on  the  top  with  a  blue  talleL  Their 
feet  are  almofl  naked^  going  but  half  into 
their  dippers,  which  obliges  them  to  trail  as 
they  walk.  They  fling  their  gun»  acrofs 
them,  and  wear  a  girdle,  to  which  thej  at- 
tach their  pouches.  Thofe  who  appeared  to 
me  not  in  the  fer  vice  had  no  weapon  but  a 
white  ftick. 
.  The  horfemen  are  drefled  the  fame,  except 
that  they  wear  half  boots  without  feet,  and 
ipurs  of  the  enormous  length  of  nine  or  tea 
incheài  which  have  much  the  appearance  of 
large  iron  fpikes.  Their  horfes  have  almofl 
always  their  flanks  cut  to  the  quick,  as  they 
take  particular  pleafure .  in  fpurring  them.. 
Such  is  à  faithful  portrait  of  the  troops  of  the 
King  of  Morocco. 

As  I  waited  for  an  audience,  I  faw  a  cap- 
bain  review  his  company  ;  he  was  feated  oa 
the  ground  with  his  elbows  on  his  knees,< 
which  were  bent  upwards,  and  his  chin  fup- 
ported  with  his  hands.  The  foldiers  ad- 
vanced two  by  two^  and  received  his  orders,. 

profhrating 
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proftrating  themfelvés  before  hiiâ,  after  Which 
they  retired» 

Five  or  fix  of  thofe  who  were  only  armed 
with  white  fticks,  feized  me  by  the  cellar,  ai 
though  I  had  beçn  a  thief^  and  opening  a  large 
folding-door,  like  thofe  of  our  barns,  they 
pufhed  me  rudely  forward  into  aa  inner  court, 
where  I  in  vain  fought  for  fomething  that 
might  announce  the  grandeur  of  Majefly. 
After  advancing  fifteen  or  twenty  paces  to- 
wards a  kind  of  wheelbarrow,  fuch  as  we  fee 
in  the  ftreets  of  Paris,  they  commanded  me, 
pulhing  me  roughly  at  the  fame  time,  to 
proftrate  piyfelf  before  this  fame  barrow, 
which  contained  the  Emperor,  who  fuppprtr 
ing  ooe  foot  on  his  knee,  was  amufing  him* 
felf  in  playing  with  his  toes.  He  looked  at 
me  during  fbme  minutes,  then  a^ked  me, 
whether  1  was  not  one  of  thofe  Chriftian 
flaves  whofe  veffej  had  been  wrecked  on  his 
coai^  about  a  year  before,  and  what  bufine:^ 
callednxie  to  Senegal  ?  ^*  You  were  wrecked 
through  your  mifcopduft,"  faid  hç,  "  Why  did 
you  not  keep  fea-room  ?  Art  thou  rich  ?"  con- 
tinued he,  *^  Art  thou  married  Î*'  He  hardly 
gayç  me  time  to  anfwer  thefe  queftions,  ber 

G  g  3  forq 
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fore  he  called  for  ink  and  paper,  zt\à  taking  a 
fmall  reed,  which  he  ufed  as  a  pen,  he  traced 
the  four  winds,  (hewing  me  that  Paris  was 
in  the  north.'  He  then  wrote  figures  up  to 
twelve  ?  **  Poft  thou  underftand  that  ?'*  faid 
he.  After  this  he  aiked  me  fevçral  other 
queftions,  doubtlefs  to  ihew  his  underr 
ûanding. 

"  Tell  me,'*  faid  he,  '*  did  the  moun- 
taineers *  treat  thee  well  or  ill  ?  Did  they  de- 
prive thee  of  thy  effeâs  ?*'  I  replied  to  this 
queftion  by  faying,'  that  the  nearer  I  ap- 
proached the  capital  the  more  poliflied  I  had 
found  the  manners  of  the  people.  ^M  do  not 
command,"  replied  he,  "  all  the  diflriâ$ 
thou  haft  paffed,  or,  to  fpeak  more  prqperly, 
my  commands  caimot  reach  fb  far. — With 

whom  didft  thou  come  to  the  city  î"^ 

<*  With  Sidi  SeUem  de  la  RoujSye."— "  I 
know  him  ;  let  him  be  brought  inftantly  be- 
fore me.*' — ^My  mafter  was  immediately  in- 
troduced with  the  fame  ceremonies  as  I  had 
been  myfelf.    The  Emperor  aiked  him  if  he 

*  The  inhabitants  of  the  citei$call  the  Ambs  »f  the  De- 
iêrp  Mountsûneers. 
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had  paid  à  large  purchafe  for  me,  and  what 
*were  his  intentions  in  coming  to  Morocco. 
He  immediately  replied,  that  his  fir  ft  incen- 
tive in  travelling  through  imm&nfe  countries 
was  to  proftrate  at  the  feet  of  his  Sovereign 
the  moft  humble  of  his   flaves*.     "  Doft 
thou  know,"  faid  the  Emperor,  *'  if  there 
are  more  (laves  among  the  Ouadelims  and 
Labdeffeba  ?"  Sidi  replied  humbly,   ''  Yes, 
mafter,  there  are  fome,  whom  I  can  eafily 
ailemble,  if  thou  command  it/'r^The  Em- 
peror continued  this  converfatioo  no  farther, 
but  ordered  the  guards  to  take  charge  of  my- 
Iclf  and  the  baker  until  further  orders,  and  to 
give  us  food  from  the  royal  kitchen.     The 
guard  cxpreffed  great  furpize  to  me  that  his 
Majefty  bjid  deigned  to  cpijverfe  fo  long  with 
a  flave. 

The  next  day  the  Gonful  aflccd  the  guard 
to  permit  me  to  be  with  him,  faying,  that 

^  It  is  certain  that  if  Sidi  Sellem  had  not  wiflied  to  pay 
his  duty  to  the  Emperor,  (it  was  fifty  years  fii:\ce  he  had 
been  at  Morocco)  and  alfo  been  obliged  by  his  peffonal  inte- 
reft  to  travel  to  the  city,  that  I  had  never  more  returned  to 
my  country,  being  too  far  in  the  interior  part  ever  to  hivo 
Içftit, 

Gç  4  .       '  (houl4 
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flîould  the  Emperor  a(k  for  me,  they  cpul4 
fetch  me  immediately.  I  now  went  to  my 
new  dwelling,  which  was  a  kind  of  cave  that 
had  before  been  inhabited  by  the  Spani(h  Àm- 
baflador,  the  Emperor,  willing  to  ufe  equal 
^attention  to  the  French  Conful,  having  or- 
dered him  the  fame  lodging.  This  palace, 
which  is  one  of  the  fined  the  King  has  at  hia 
difpofal,  is  nothing  more  than  a  long  cave 
built  in  the  earth,  the  roof  being  fupported 
by  two  rows  of  pillars,  and  the  entrance  to 
k  a  gradual  flope  ;  nor  is  there  any  air  but 
what  enters  through  the  little  openings  in  the 
roof.  The  Emperor  keeps  his  tents  and  war- 
like ftores  in  it,  nor  is  there  any  thing  elfe 
to  be  (ccn  there,  except  bats,  rats,  and  fpi* 
ders.  This  dwelling  is  in  one  of  the  King'3 
moft  delightful  gardens,  being  decorated  with 
olive,  quince,  pomegranate,  and  apple-trees  ; 
yet  the  high  walls  which  furround  it  might 
eafily  furniih  the  idea  to  thofe  that  walk  in 
it  that  they  were  ftate  prifoners.  Though 
the  Emperor  provides  the  Ambafladors  with 
^  dwelling,  he  fupplies  them  with  no  furni- 
ture whatever,  h\xx  gives  orders  for  them  to 
be  daily  ferved  with  a  certain  quantity  of 
))pef,  mutton,  noultry,  bi^ad,  apd  watef« 
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The  palace  of  his  Majefty  confifts  of  fix 
vaft  courts,  furrounded  with  walls.  The  ex-f 
terior  of  the  feraglio  refembles  a  barn,  and  the 
mofque  is  built  in  the  fame  tafle  ;  I  know^ 
not  whether  (he  interior— i&  beautiful,  but 
there  is  nothing  on  the  outfide  to  pleafe  the 
fight.  The  town  is  feparated  from  the  pa* 
lace  by  heaps  of  mud,  offal,  and  bones  of 
Slaughtered  beafts,  piled  on  each  other,  an4 
which  may  be  faid  to  form  the  circumference 
of  the  city,  Thefe  pyramids  of  filth  reach 
even  into  the  interior  parts  of  the  town,  i'n 
inany  places  being  fo  much  higher  than  the 
houfes,  that  they  exclude  the  light  of  day; 
the  fun  (hining  on  thefe  mountains  of  nafli* 

nefs,  encreafes  the  putrefaâion,  and  renders 

•  > 

the  fight  doubly  loathfome*  The  houfes  are 
fo  ill  confl:rufte(i,  that  they  bear  more  refera- 
blance  to  pig-fties  than  human  dwellings } 
neither  are  the  flreets  airy,  being  very  nar- 
row, and  in  many  places  covered  with  ftraw. 
One  day  that  the  Ambaffador  from  New- 
England,  the  Conful,  and  myfelf,  were  on 
horfeback,  wifhing  tq  take  an  airing,  we  Were 
obliged  to  relinquifh  our  intention,  and  returii 
^oipe  as  Ipeedily  as  pofiible  ^  the  people  fur» 

rounded 
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reminded  us,  and  prevented  our  advancing, 
although  we  were  protcfted  by  the  Enipe^ 
ror*s  guard,  and  without  which  we  haddoubt- 
kfs  fallen  a  facrifice  to  their  brutality  ;  nor 
did  even  their  prefence  reftrain  them  fuffi* 
ciently,  for  I  received  a  violent  blow  .  on  the 
bead  with  a  ftone.  3uch  are  the  inhabitants 
of  Morocco. 

The  difpofitions  of  the  people  in  the  city 
are  but  little  different  from  thofe  in  the  de- 
iert;  they  are  rather  more  poli(hed,  and 
much  fairer  ;  accuflomed  to  meet  with  Eu-r 
ropeans,  they  exprefs  lefs  aftoniihment  at 
their  mamiers,  though  they  treat  them  with 
the  utmoft  infblence.  I  have  feen  feveral 
come  in  to  M.  Du  prat's,  and  alfo  at  the  Con- 
fuFs,  fit  down  without  being  invited,  and 
call  for  fomething  to  eat  and  drink,  even 
afldng  for  what  food  was  moft  agreeable  to 
their  appetite*  A  porter,  who  had  no  trouble 
but  thrice  opening  the  gates  of  the  £mperor*s 
court  to  the  Conful,  came  with  the  grcateft 
effrontery,  and  demanded  a  gratification*  The 
Conful  gave  him  fome  filver,  with  which 
not  being  fatisfied,  he  continued  to  hold  out 
his  hand,  faying,  s;V,  which  fignifies,  it  is 

not 
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not  fufQcient,  give  more.  This  was  per- 
formed  with  the  utmoft  arrogance,  and  was 
rathe^  a  command  than  a  requeft.  The  Se-^ 
çretaries  and  writers  conduit  themfelves  in 
the  fame  manner,  laying  all  under  contrihuT 
tion  that  tranfaâ  any  bufinefs  with  them« 
The  principal  officers  of  the  crown  are  yet 
paore  greedy  of  prefents,  particularly  of  pias- 
tres, which  are  worth  five  livres,  ten  fols* 
Their  mailer  always  takes  care  to  alk  what 
profit  they  have  madç  of  fuch  an  a6^ir  or  ba<- 
iinefs,  giving  them  diftinguilhed  employ- 
fnents,  or  fending  them  on  embaflies,  until 
they  have  ^maifed  a  confiderable  fortune  ;  he 
then  aGcufes  them  of  evil  practices,  dçpiives 
them  of  their  whole  poflèflîons,  and  leaves 
them  to  finifh  their  days  in  chains*  His  own 
children  are  not  exempt  from  his  barbarity, 
and  Moulern  Adararo,  of  whom  I  have  before 
fpoken,  is  now  a  wanderer  in  the  defçrt, 
^moug  a  fet  of  the  vileft  barbarians,  vi£lim  of 

« 

the  avarice  of  his  father.  I  kjaow  not  whe- 
ther this  young  prince  ever  fhewed  any  good 
qualities  ;  in  the  deferts  his  aâions  are  cruel, 
and  feem  to  promife,  that  fhould  he  ever 
jifcend  the  throne,  he  would  prove  a  worth- 

Icfs 
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lefs  tyrant.  Mouletn  Azry,  his  brother,  a|H 
pears  defigned  for  the  £mpen>r*s  fucce/lbr, 
jior  is  he  a  better  charafter  *. 

I  cannot  here  avoid  obferving,  that  it  is 
very  extraordinary  that  a  prince,  fo  little  to 
be  feared  as  the  Emperor  of  Morocco,  fliould 
extort  Ambafladors  from  the  Powers  of  Eu- 
rope ;  nor  is  there  a  Sovereign  who  dares  fend 
bis  reprefentative  without  loading  bin)  with 
coniiderable  prefents  ;  or  where  is  the  Envoy 
that  would  dare  to  appear  before  him  empty 
handed.  When  M.  de  Chenier,  who  was 
fent  from  t'pe  Court  of  France,  remitted  bis 
difpatches  to  thp  Emperor,  he  not  finding 
them  to  his  liking,  ordered  them  to  be  wrap- 
ped in  a  dirty  handkerchief,  and  hung  round 
the  neck  of  the  Conful,  who  was  thus  çx- 
pofed  to  the  infults  of  this  cruel  nation.  Sure 
3t  is  ftrange,  that  the  Ambafladors  have  not 
the  zeal  and  courage  to  reprefent  to  their  re- 
rfpedive  Sovereigns,  that  the  King  of  Morocco, 
]^lelquinez,  and  Fez,  is  only  great  from  the 

♦  This  was  written  before  my  return  from  Senegal; 
and  it.  muft  be  obferved»  that  ûnce  that  time  the  fon  ha^ 
^nade  war  againft  his  iâthçr, 

fuçcourç 
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fuctiours  with  which  they  fijpply  him.-^-»- 
Twenty  years  ago  this  Prince  was  without 
means  of  making,  or  procuring  metal  for 
cannons  ;  he  had  no  wood  for  building,  na* 
canvas^  cordage^  nails,  implements,  or  work« 
men.  It  is  France  and  the  other  maritime 
fK>wer3  that  have  fiirnifhed  them,  or  the 
Emperor  would  ftill  poffefs  none.  Jt  is  HoU 
land,  Spain,  England,  and  France,  that  have 
fupplied  him  with  large  brafs  cannons,  fuch 
as  24,  ^6^  and  48  pounders.  England,  par-»» 
ticularly,  furpailbd  other  nations^  felling  him 
the  large  brafs  guns  which  they  had  taken  at 
lea. 

The  fort  of  Mogador,  which  is  the  neareft 
Morocco,  is  advantageoufly  built,  and  its  bat« 
teries  well  placed  ;  there  are  cannon  at  each 
embrafure,  but  the  mouths  of  the  guns,  for 
want  of  carriages,  being  obliged  to  reft  on 
the  embrafures,  renders  them  only  fit  for 
ihew,  there  being  no  workmen  capable  of 
mounting,  or  making  carriages  for  thenu 
Every  affiftance  of  this  kind  being  wanting  to 
the  Emperor,  let  his  little  frigates,  which  areaU 
moft  unfit  for  fervice,  be  watched  out  of  har- 
bour, (twomuft  be  excepted,  the  Vice- Conful 

Mure 
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Mure  having  put  it  in  his  head  to  a(k  to  have 
them  repaired)  nothing  would  be  more  eafy 
than  to  prevent  their  re-entrance,  and  to  ihut 
up  his  potts  of  Mogador^  Rabat,  and  Salce  ? 
What  would  become  of  his  commerce,  and 
particularly  his  marine,  were  the  Chriftian 
princes  to  ceâfe  to  fupport  him  agtinft  the 
common  intereûs  of  humanity  ?  If  England 
and  Spain  would  unite,  Tangier,  his  beft  fort$ 
might  be  reduced  fo  compleatly,  as  no  longer 
to  afibrd  a  refuge  for  corfairs,  whofc  vefTels, 
fooii  unfit  for  fervice,  muft  renounce  their 
piracies^  - 

If  the  Con  fuis  of  the  diffèrent  coutitries 
have  never  made  thefe  obfervations,  or  if  they 
have  never  pointed  out  the  means  of  reducing 
the  £mperor  of  Morocco,  the  reafbn  is,  that 
they  are  at  the  head  of  the  commerce  of  their 
rcfpeôive  countries.  The  Conful  from  Spain 
engrofTes  almoft  the  whole  com  trade,  the 
vcflels  being  configned  to  him.  The  French 
Envoy  is  the  only  one  who  does  not  traffic  ; 
and  what  I  am  well  aflured  is,  that  the  dif* 
fcrent  reprefentativcs,  far  from  remitting  to 
their  refpeftive  governments  the  means  of 
diminiihing  the  power  of  the  Emperor,  never 

ceafe 
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c^afe  to  add  to  his  (Irength  and  means  of  de- 
fence, by  mfligating  him  to  increafe  his  de-* 
maads.  Do  we  not  fupply  thefe  pirates  with 
the  power  pf  injuring  our  commerce  ?  It  is 
true  their  fituation  renders  them  dangerous, 
but  if  we  deprive  them  of  all  but  fituation , 
it  will  be  of  Httle  ufeto  them.  Let  any  iia- 
partial  per  foil  viiit  the  country,  let  them  fpeak 
with  the  fame  fincerity  which  I  do,  and  the 
world  muft  at  length  be  convinced,  that  the 
Emperor  of  Morocco  is  the  leaft  to  be  feared 
of  any  prince,  if  we  refufe  him  fùj^Iies. 

At  length  the  happy  moment  arrived  when 
my  flavery  was  to  ceafe.     One  day  the  King 
on  quitting  the  mofque  ordered  the  Conful 
to  attend^  with  the  Chriftian  flaves,  in  the 
Mecboir^    (the  place  of    public    audience.) 
"  Conful,''  faîd  he  to  M-  Durochein,  ^*  I 
hope  thou  wilt  not  refemblc  thy.  predecefTor, 
whofe  pride  moft  fingulàrly  difpleafed  me* 
Seeil  thou  this  young  man   (ihewing   the 
Vice-Conful).  he  is  mild  and  complaifant,  and 
has  ever   fought   to  pleafe  me.     Study  to 
imitate  him,  I  conimand  thee  ;  thou  may  il 
\vrite  to  thy  mafler  that  I  am  fatisfied  with 
the  fervices  he  has  rendered   me.     Adieu, 

thou 
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thou  Dûayft  retire  with  the  flaves^  whoTe  JU 
bcjrty  I  give .  thee  *.  Embark  them  from 
vhiphof  my  porta  is  moft  convenient.  Adieu, 
I  fhâll  order  proper  officers  from  my  cowt  M 
accompany  thee  to  the  refidence  appointed  the 
Çonful/*^     . 

It  b  at  this  audience  that  the  Enqperor 
takes  account  of  alFalrs  refpeSting  the  policée 
He  ap^ared  mounted  on  a  beautiful  horie^ 
ca^rtibaed  in  fcarlet  and  bliie  cloth,  with  his 
Crupper  ornamented  with  nc^s  of  gold  ;  by 
the  fide  of  the  Sovereign  walked  an  equerry^ 
who -carried,  an  ludbrella  to  defend  his  Ma* 
jefty  from:  the  fuii.  .  The  guard  follow^  otl 
foot  in  the  greateft  iilence^-all  announcing^ 
fear,  a  glance  from  the  King  fpreading  uni^' 
verfal  confterhation  ;  for  giving  command, 
he  fees  fall  witliout  the  leaû  emotion  the 
head  of  one  or  more  of  his  fubjëâs  ;  nor  ia 
the  laft  word  of  the  condemnation  hardly  ar- 
ticulated before  the  unhappy  vidim  is  lifèleâ 
on  the  ground.     Yet  the  rich,  if  they  chufe 

*  We  were  feven  in  number,  myfclf,  the  baker,  and 
five  QtherSy  who  belonged  to  the  (hip  The  Tufo  FrwutSf 
which  had  been^wrecked  fome  time  previous  to  m* 
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to  buy  his  favour,  may  live  in  fafety,  and 
commit  every  crime  with  impunity; 

What  will  be  thought  of  a  prince^  who 
from  having  it  fuggefted  to  him,  that  doubt- 
lefs  I  was  a  Chriftian  of  higher  rank  than  the 
reft,  becaufe  I  was  better  cloathed^  and  the 
Conful  paid  me  particular  attention,  that 
could  forget  his  promifes,  and  fend  to  Moga- 
dor  to  flop  and  bring  me  back  to  Morocco. 
Happily  the  winds  had  wafted  me  far  from 
this  detefted  country  when  the  courier  ar- 
rived with  thefe  orders  to  the  Governor. 

Thus'  I  can  truly  affirm,  that  misfortune 
purfued  me  to  the  laft  moment  of  my  ftay. 
I  fhould  doubtlefs  have  funk  under  my  cala- 
mities as  well  as  my  unfortunate  companions, 
but  for  a  moft  unfhaken  conftancy,  and  un- 
bounded  reliance  on  Providence.  I  fhould 
not  forget  to  add,  that  before  my  departure 
Sidi  Sellem  retired,  very  well  fatisfied  with 
the  Conful' s  generofity. 


H  h  I  DID 
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I  DID  not  wifli  to  interrupt  my  narrative 
with  an  account  of  the  religion,  manners, 
and  cuftoms  of  thefe  people,  who  being  little 
known,  may  be  intercfting^  and  which  fatal 
experience  enables  me  to  paint  ;  I  therefore 
give  it  at  the  end  of  my  flavery  ;  and  the 
reader  may  be  afTured, .  that  I  ihall  be  as  true 
in  the  deicription  I  am  about  giving  as  I  have 
been  in  my  own  adventures. 

The  Arabs  of  the  defert  follow  the  reli- 
gion of  Mahomet  ;  but  they  have  entirely 
disfigured  it  by  their  fuperftition  and  groflheis 
of  manners.  They  lead  a  wandering  vaga- 
bond life  amidft  the  burning  fands  of  Africa  ; 
fome  of  them  perpetually  travelling  up  and 
down  the  coaft,  without  fixing  in  any  parti* 
cular  fpot.  They  are  diftributed  in  larger  or 
fmaller  tribes,  and  each  tribe  divided  into 
hordes  that  encamp  in  diflriâs  mofl  conve* 
nient  for  pafturage^  by  which  means  an  en« 
tire  tribe  is  never  to  be  met  with,  being  all 
intermingled  with  the  hamlets  of  the  Oua- 
delims,  Labdeflcba,  la  Roulfye,  Lathidierim, 
Chelus,  Ducanois,  Ouadelis,  &c.  The  two 
firft  are  the  nnoft  formidable,  carrying  their 
depredations  to  the  gates  of  Morocco.     It  is 

not 
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not  without  reafon  that  the  Emperor  fears 
them,  as  they  confift  of  ftrong  and  vigorous 
men.  They  have  in  general  fliort  curling 
hair,  the  beard  Jong,  a  ferocious  look,  large 
hanging  ears,  and  nails  fo  long,  that  they 
have  the  appearance  of  clau^s,  and  which 
they  ufe  particularly  in  the  rencontres  they 
arc  perpetually  having  with  their  neighbours. 
The  Ouadelims,  who  are  the  moft  haughty, 
arrogant,  and  given  to  plunder,  of  any  tribe, 
carry  terror  wherever  they  come,  yet  they 
are  cowardly,  as  are  all  Arabs,  without  they 
have  an  evident  fuperiority. 

Thefe  people  live  in  families  under  tents, 
covered  with  a  coarfe  cloth  of  camels  hair; 
the  women  fpin,  and  weave  it  on  frames  fo 
very  fmall,  that  they  work  feated  on  the 
ground.  Their  furniture  confifts  of  two  lea- 
ther facks,  which  {çrvt  to  hold  fome  rags  an4 
old  iron  ;  three  or  four  goat  ikins  (if  they  ' 
can  procure  as  many)  in  which  they  keep 
their  water  and  milk,  fome  wooden  utenfils, 
pack-faddles  for  their  camels,  two  largtf 
ilones  to  grind  their  barley,  a  fmall  one  to 
drive  down  the  pegs  of  their  tents,  a  mat  of 
willow,  which  ferves  for  a  bed,  a  coarfe  kind 

Hh2  of 
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of  carpet  to  cover  them,  and  a  fmall  boilen 
Such  is  the  furniture  that  diftinguifhes  the 
tents  of  the  rich  from  the  poor. 

Their  cattle,  which  are  their  greateft 
wealth,  confift  of  two  or  three  horles,  fe* 
veral  camels^  fome  flieep,  and  goats.  The 
i^oorer  poffefs  only  fheep  and  goats. 

The  firft  of  their  duties,  and  what  they  ob- 
ferve  moft  fcrupuloufly,  is  prayer,  and  of 
which  there  are  many  in  the  courfe  of  the 
day,  thd  firft  beginning  before  fun-rife.  The 
ftd/âây  remarkable  for  his  long  beard,  and  a 
loofe  garment  of  crimfon  and  white,  which 
in  fome  meafure  (hews  a  body  that  appears 
emaciated  by  abftinence,  but  is  in  reality  only 
the  effeiSl  of  exceffive  idlenefs,  holding  a  kind 
of  enormous  large  chaplet  in  his  hand,  raifes 
his  voice  in  a  lamentable  and  melancholy 
tone,  which  a  ftranger  might  take  for  pious 
contrition^  but  which  is  nothing  more  than 
confurtitnate  hypocrify  ;  for,  armed  with  a 
poignard,  he  can  fcek  the  fpot  where  his  per* 
fidious  hand  may  ftrike  with  fecurity  through 
the  heart  of  his  neighbour,  friend,  or  brother. 

The  people,  informed  by  his  lamentable 
noife,  of  the  hour  of  prayer,  come  and  range 

thcmfelves 
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themfelves  around  him,  to  hear  the  praifes  of 
the  Prophet  ;  all  haftening  with  the  utmoft 
rcfpeft  ;  before  the  beginning  of  the  prayer, 
they  flip  off  a  little  petticoat,  which  they 
wear  faftened  to  their  girdle,  and  ei)ve}opj5 
themfelves  in  that  and  their  other  garments* 
The  Talbe  then  ftpops  to  the  ground,  and 
throwing  afide  the  earth  hip  feet  had  touched, 
takes  up  fome  that  has  not  been  trodden,  and 
(in  fcarcity  of  water)  rubs  his  face,  hands,  and 
^rms  up  to  the  elbows,  to  cleanfe  himfelf 
from  impurities,  ^he  people  imitating  all  hi^ 
laâion^. 

The  prayer  finifhed,  they  remain  fbme 
j:ime  feated  on  the  ground,  drawing  different 
figures  in  the  fand,  and  by  a  variety  of  mo- 
tions appearing  to  indicate  that  they  are 
anointing  their  heads  with  holy  unftiou. 
The  favages,  during  the  prayer,  fhew  as 
piuch  exterior  piety  and  refpeél  as  we  have 
in  our  churches  ;  yçt  I  do  not  believe  it  pof-? 
fible  for  religion  to  be  mofe  trifled  with  when 
once  the  ceremony  is  over.  The  women, 
who  only  affift  at  the  morning  and  evening 
prayer  (which  is  at  ten  at  night)  place  themr 
felves  at  the  entrance  of  their  tents,  turning 

H  h  3  them-» 
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thditirel^es  towards  the  rifing  fun.  The  du- 
ties of  religion  ccKiciuded,  the  next  care  is 
Aiilking  the  camels  ;  they  kick  them  till  thej 
fife  from  the  ground,  and  then  remove  a 
kind  of  fwathe  made  of  tow,  with  which 
thejr  bind  up  their  dugs  ;  the  young  one  in- 
ftantly  runs,  preparing  to  fuck,  but  the  maf- 
ter  and  keeper  no  fooner  fee  the  milk  ready 
to  flow,  but  they  fiiatch  the  young  one  from 
the  mother,  and  each  preffing  his  head  againft 
the  fide  of  the  animal,  milking  at  the  fame 
time,  they  procure  in  damp  fcafons  about  five 
pints  ;  the  keeper  taking  a  draught  out  of 
each  portion,  as  he  carries  it  to  empty  in  a 
trough  that  flands  by  the  fide  of  his  miftrefs, 
but  »he  is  only  allowed  the  milk  of  the  lafl 
camel  he  draws  for  his  whole  fupport. 

The  produce  thus  coUeâed,  the  mifhiefs 
{mts  her  fhare  afide,  always  taking  care  it  is 
not  the  fmallefl  ;  fhe  then  fcrves  her  hufband 
and  children,  fecuring  what  remains  in  a 
goat-fkin,  which  fhe  hangs  in  the  fun  before 
(he  converts  it  into  butter.  Two  or  three 
hours  after,  the  young  girls  bring  in  the 
fheep  and  goats  ;  the  mother,  who  is  always 
prcfent,  mingles  the  milk  of  thefc  lafl  with 

that 
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that  of  the  camels  ;  and  when  fhe  thinks  the 
fun  has  fufficiently  heated  it,  they  blow  out  a 
gpat-fkin,  in  which  they  ihake  it,  in  order  to 
ieparate  the  butter,  the  wheyierving  for  drink. 
This  butter  is  inclofed  in  fmall  ikins,  from 
whence  it  acquires  a  flrong  fmell,  which  ren* 
ders  it  more  agreeable  to  thefe  favages.  The 
women  alfo  ufe  it  to  greafe  their  hair,  nor 
would  they  think  themfelves  compleàt  with- 
out this  pomatum,  carrying  their  coquetry 
beyond  what  could  be  eafily  imagined  ;  their 
hair  being  decorated  with  their  utmoft  art, 
leaving  fbme  trèfles  to  flow  looic  on  the  bo* 
fom,  and  to  which  they  attach  (hells,  old 
keys,  padlocks,  the  brafs  rings  of  umbrellas 
and  breeches  buttons,  which  were  taken  from 
the  failors,  or,  in  (hort,  any  thing  elfe  they 
can  procure.  The  hair  thus  decorated,  they 
bind  up  their  heads  with  a  greafy  rag,  which 
covers  half  the  nofe,  and  ties  under  the  chin. 
To  give  luftre  to  their  eyes,  they  mark 
them  round  with  a  large  copper  needle,  ûrA 
rubbing  it  on  a  kind  of  blue  (lone.  For  the 
adjufhnent  of  their  drapery,  the  whole  art 
confifis  in  fokling  it  ikilfully,  fo  as  to  make 
the  pleats  remain,  for  the  drefs  has  neither 

H  h  4  feam, 
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featx)^  ftrings,  nor  pins,  to  keep  it  in  fhape» 
A  Mooriih  woman,  to  be  efteemed  beautiful, 
mufl  have  long  teeth,  that  jut  out  beyoad 
her  lips,  the  flelh  of  her  arm,  from  the  (houlr 
der  to  the  elbow,  loofe  and  flabby  ;  the  thighs 
and  body  prodigioufly  fat,  the  walk  heavy, 
and  to  compleat  all,  muû  wear  on  the  arms 
and  legs  bracelets  not  unlike  the  collar  of  our 
Danifli  dogs.  Their  whole  wardrobe  confijfts 
in  the  drefs  1  have  before  defcribed  ;  and 
v^hen  we  confider  natural  infirmities,  and 
that  they  are  delivered  in  this  fame  drapery, 
and  receive  on  it  the  filth  of  their  children, 
and  that  they  alfo  ufe  it  to  blow  their  uofe, 
it  is  impoffible  for  imagination  to  form  a  more 
difgufting  and  revolting  idea  than  the  appear- 
ance and  fraell  of  a  Moorifli  woman.  Who 
could  believe  that  thefe  hideous  creatures  are 
given  to  jealoufy  and  fcandal  ?  It  is  notwith- 
ilanding  the  truth.  If  they  go  to  borrow  any 
thing  of  a  neighbour,  and  find  the  hufband  at 
home,  they  immediately  cover  their  face,  and 
make  the  demand  at  the  entrance  of  the  tent, 
with  an  air  of  timidity  and  fear  ;  on  the  con- 
trary, fliould  the  female  neighbour  be  alone, 
they  enter,  and  begin  to  fcandalize  all  the  fc-» 

males 
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males  whofc  drefs  they  think  fuperlor  to  theiF 
own  ;  a  third  frequently  joins  them  ;  and 
thus  fupportedt  they  will  pafs  half  a  day  vil- 
lifying  their  neighbours,  for  the  moft  part  fe* 
parating  without  remembering  what  they 
came  to  borrow.  Lazinefs  and  gluttony  are 
their  favourite  paffions,  expofing  themfelves 
to  numberlefs  afironts  to  procure  a  little  goat 
or  camel's  flefh,  when  they  know  any  is  dref- 
fed  in  the  neighbouring  tents  ;  but  their  far 
vourite  food  is  liver. 

Th/5  faults  of  the  men  are  equal  ;  they  will 
pafs  the  whole  day  extended  on  a  mat,  ileep^ 
ing,  imoaking,  or  caufing  the  vermin,  which 
almofl  devours  them,  to  be  picked  off.  They 
generally  employ  the  women  in  this  buiinefs^ 
but  have  no  fcruple  to  perform  it  for  each 
other  ;  nor  is  it  to  be  wondered  at  that  the 
whob  country  is  infefted  with  them,  as  they 
never  take  the  trouble  to  deftroy,  but  throw 
them  on  the'ground.  Notwithftanding  my 
utnioft  care,  my  beard  was  always  fwarmeâ^ 
which  I  can  truly  aver  was  not  among  the 
lead  of  the  evil$  I  had  to  fuffer  during  my 
captivity. 

The  men  fometimes  aflemble  to  talk  over 

their 
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their  warlike  exploits.  Every  one  relates  the 
number  of  enemies  he  has  vanquiihed  ;  and 
frequently,  on  fome  falfe  and  ridiculous  aller* 
tion,  they  give  each  other  the  lie,  the  difpute 
becomes  vi^arm,  and  ufually  terminates  by 
blows  'given  With  their  poignards*  They 
cannot  diiFer  on  the  moft  trivial  fubjeâ  with- 
out theii'  eyes  fparkling  with  fury  ;  rage  is 
expreflied  in  every  gefture,  nor  do  they  even 
tranfaA  their  domeftic  bufinefs  without  the 
utmoft  noife  and  difcord. 

Deceit  and  perfidy  are  alio  two  innate  vices 
among  the  Arabs  ;  they  never  quit  their  tents 
unarmed,  never  give  any  written  obligation^ 
as  the  giver  would  be  fure  to  poignard  the  ac- 
ceptor, to  prevent  him  ever  demanding  it. 
They  wear  round  their  necks  a  little  purfe, 
which  contains  what  they  have  moft  valu* 
able  ;  and  though  in  general  they  have  no- 
thing in  their  tents  fecured  by  a  lock,  yet  I 
have  feen  fbme  few,  who  pofieifed  fmall 
trunks,  which,  though  mofl  probaUy  did  not 
contain  the  value  of  half  a  crown,  yet  were 
the  objeâ  of  univerfal  envy,  excepting  nei- 
ther brother,  father,  or  fon  of  thofe  who  pof- 
fefled  them. 
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My  maftcr's  brother  M'as  the  moft  envious 
of  the  whole  horde  of  ^  the  little  wealth  I  had 
given  him  ;  he  even  one  day  propofed  to  me, 
as  a  very  trifling  matter,  to  murder  him  dur« 
ing  the  night,  offering  me  his  poignard,  and 
promifing  as  a  recompence  to  conduâ  me  to 
Morocco.  However  difcontented  with  my 
fate,  the  propofal  difpleafed  me,  and  I  de- 
clined it  witb  horror,  yet  a  few  days  aftef^ 
the  offer  was  renewed  with  many  preffing 
inflances  by  an  uncle  of  Sidi  Mahammed^s^ 
who  appeared  the  mof}:  attached  to  him  of  any 
of  his  relations.  More  than  once  I  have  feen 
this  fame  man,  flealing  cautioufly  into  the 
tent  when  all  were  afleep  to  ileal  fome  old 
pieces  of  iron,  or  a  girth,  yet  this  man  was 
one  of  the  moft  confidered  in  the  hamlet,  his 
opinion  being  afked  on  all  difputes,  and  his 
judgment  a  law  to  the  poor,  for  the  rich  ac- 
knowledge no  reflraint. 

The  young  men  are  early  ii^flruâed  to  ufe 
the  poignard,  to  tear  out  the  entrails  of  their 
adVerfaries  with  their  nails,  and  to  give  to 
falfehood  the  appearance  of  truth.  To  thefc 
diflinguifhed  talents,  thofo  that  can  add  read*» 
ing  and  writing  become  the  mofl  dangerous 
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of  monfters,  as  thcfc  quaKties  give  them  dif- 
tingqiihtd  pre-eminence.  It  may  truly  bo 
faid  that  they  arc  familiarized  to  crimes  from 
their  infancy,  and  commit  the  yileil  adionsi 
with  pleafurç. 

By  the  cuftom  of  the  country,  every  tra-? 
veiling  Arab,  of  whatever  tribe,  let  him  be 
known  Of  unknown,  muf):  be  treated  with 
hofpitality;  or,  if  there  arefeveral,  the  inha* 
bitants  muft  contribute  jointly  for  their  re- 
ception. Without  diftinftion  they  ail  go  out 
to  meet  them,  congratulating  them  on  their 
arrival,  helping  them  oflf  their  camels,  and 
carrying  their  baggage  behind  the  thickets 
which  i$"  tp  flicker  them  during  the  night  ; 
for  it  is  an  eftabliflied  cuftqm  that  no  llranger 
ihould  be  admitted  to  fleep  in  their  tents. 
This  ceremony  over,  they  feat  themfelve$ 
round  the  nçw  comer,  aflcing  the  news  of 
the  country  from  whence  he  came  ;  if  fuch, 
or  fuch  a  people  hâve  left  the  fpot  on  which 
they  were  encamped;  what  hordes  he  has 
met  on  his  journey  ;  where  he  faw  the  beft 
pafturage,  ^c.  When  he  has  anfwered  to 
thefe  quçftions,  thjey  next  alk  to  what  tribe 
hfi  belongs,  and  laftly  they   enquire  after  hi? , 

healthy 
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health,  having  exhaufted  all  other  queftiohs. 
If  the  ftranger  is  quite  unknown  in  the  can- 
ton, the  richcft  Arab  muft  entertain  him, 
if  more  than  one,  the  cxpence  muft  be  jointly 
made.  They  give  to  each  a  large  porringer 
of  milk,  alfo  fome  barley  flower  boiled  in 
milk,  or  in  water  if  they  can  procure  any. 
If  the  vifitor  can  read,  they  confer  on  him 
the  honour  of  reading  prayers,  in  which  eafc 
the  Talbe  of  the  hamlet  places  himfelfby  his 
fide  as  mafter  of  the  ceremonies.  Such  is  the 
reception  of  an  unknown  ;  but  ihould  he 
chance  to  be  rich,  or  have  friends  in  the  horde, 
they  haften  to  kill  a  goat  or  a  fat  fheep  to  re- 
gale him.  The  wife  prepares  the  feaft,  and 
before  (he  drefles  the  meat,  feparatcs  the  fat 
which  is  ferved  up  raw.  As  foon  as  the 
viftuals-  is  prepared,  fhe  puts  by  a  part  for 
her  hufband,  and  likewife  fome  for  the 
neighbours  with  whom  (he  is  in  friend(hip, 
for  failing  in  this  duty  would  be  an  irrepara- 
ble crime.  She  then  places  with  great  care 
on  a  ftraw  mat  the  part  de(igned  for  the  tra- 
veller, fetting  it  on  the  head  of  a  chriftian  or 
negroe  (lave,  who  following  his  mafter,  takes 
it  to  the  gueft,  who  however  is  never  regaled 

till 
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till  ten  at  night»  although  he  fhould  have 
arrived  early  in  the  morning»  the  cuftom  bet- 
ing never  to  ferve  any  thing  but  at  ni^t»  bjr 
the  light  of  the  moon,  or  fire,  which  they 
kindle  in  all  feafons*     The  traveller  does  not 
fail  to  prefs  his  entertainer  to  do  him.  the  ho« 
nour  of  eating  with  him,  but  which  he  re* 
fufes  as  much  as  poffible,  as  this  refufal  fhews 
particular  refpedt  to  the  vifitor.     The  next 
morning  the  traveller  continues  his  journey 
without  taking  leave  of  any  one.    This  man- 
ner of  entertaining  each  other  would  doybt- 
lefs  be  very  praife-worthy,   but  how  raaiijr 
ibratagems  do  they  ufe   to  avoid  it  ?  When 
they  difcover  an  unknown  traveller,  they 
haften  to  a  place  at  fome  diflance  from  their 
tents,  a  faddle,  a  mat,  a  gun,  and  a  little  bag 
or  packagee,  which  announces  to  the  ftran-- 
gcr  that  a  traveller   is  already  arrived  ;  but 
thefe  precautions  feldom  anfwer,  for  the  un- 
welcome guefl  will  often  take  up  his  lodging 
next  to  the  baggage  which  is  placed  to  de- 
ceive  him.     The  mafter  then  declares  that 
they  appertain  to  an  Arab  of  a  neighbouring 
hamlet,  but  even  this  will  not  make  the  tra- 
veller move,  if  he  choofes  to  remain,  they 

have 
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have  then  but  one  revenge,  which  is  to  give 
him  a  fmall  quantity  of  fupper.  He  then 
watches  on  all  fides,  and  if  he  difcovers  any 
fire,  runs  with  great  hafte  in  the  hope  of 
finding  boiled  meat  and  broth  ;  taking  care 
to  conceal  himfelf  behind  the  tent,  to  liflea 
whether  they  are  at  fupper,  for  were  thty 
aware  of  his. approach,  they  would  foon  re- 
move the  three  'ftones  that  fupport  the  pot  ; 
but  by  thus  furprizing  them  fuddenly,  he  is 
fure  offuccefs,  fincethey  cannot  avoid  aiking 
him  to  eat.  It  frequently  happens  that  while 
he  is  fatisfying  his  gluttony,  the  others  are 
flealing  his  eifeâs  which  are  in  the  thickets, 
but  it  is  no  more  than  he  would  do  himfelf  by 
them,  if  occafion  ferved. 

It  would  be  difficult  to  give  a  proper  idea 
of  the  pride  and  ignorance  of  thefe  people  ; 
they  have  not  only  the  prefumption  to  think 
themfelves  the  firft  in  the  world,  but  alfo  to 
fuppofe  the  fun  rifes  only  for  them.  Some 
among  them  have  faid  to  me,  "  Contemplate 
that  luminary,  it  is  unknown  in  thy  country  ; 
in  the  nights  ye  are  not  illuminated  by  thefaipe 
light  which  numbers  our  days,  and  direâs 
our  fafts  ;  thofe  children  who  inhabit  the  iky 
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inform  us  of  the  hour  of  prayer.*  Ye  hâvd 
no  trees,  no  camels,  fheep,  fand,  goats,  noi* 
dogs.  Are  your  women  made  like  ours? 
How  long  waft  thou  in  thy  mother's  womb  ?'* 
^'  As  long,"  replied  I^  "as  thou  waft  in 
thine."  "  In  truth,'*  replied  a  fécond  count- 
ing my  fingers  and  toes,  "  he  is  made  like 
us,  he  is  only  different  in  colour  and  language^ 
it  is  aftonifhing."  "  Do  you  ibw  barley  ia 
your  houfes?"t  *'  No,"  replied  I,  **  we  fow 
it  nearly  in  the  fame  feafon  which  you  do." 
**  How,"  exclaimed  a  number  of  them?'* 
.  ^'  What,  do  you  inhabit  the  earth,  we  thought 
you  were  born,  and  lived  on  the  fea."  Such 
were  the  queftions  I  had  to  refolve,  when 
they  honoured  me  with  their  converfation.   - 

War  among  them  is  nothing  more  than 
depredation,  being  commenced  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  ftealing  cattle,  and  ravaging  the  fields 
of  corn,  that  by  thus  depriving  their  neigh- 
bours of  their  property,  they  may  be  them* 
lelves  enabled  to  lead  a  life  of  idlcnefe. 

One  day  that  the  cattle  of  the  whole  ham-» 

*  They  call  the  ftars  the  children  of  the  moon* 
t  A  name  they  give  our  fliips. 

let 
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let  were  feeding  on  a  plain,  a  keeper  ran 
almoft  breathlefs  to  inform  the  horde,  that  a 
tompany  of  the  Oiiadelis  appeared  on  the  top 
t>f  the  hill,  and  doubtlefs  came  with  inten* 
tion  to  fteal  the  cattle.  The  tiiiibrel  was  in- 
ibntly  founded,*  all  haftencd  to  prepare  their 
arms,  and  advance  towards  the  tnttûyi  thofe 
on  horfeback  were  loft  in  a  cloud  of  dtift,  nor 
were  thfc  cam^èls,  who  cover  ât  once  a  great 
deal  erf"  ground,  lefs  aélîvc,  for  prefled  forward 
by  the  difibnant  cries  of  their  riders;  they 
ruihed  irilo  the  confufion,  biting  with  the  ut- 
lïioft  violence  all  they  came  near,  and  doing 
aâ  much,  or  more  execution^  than  the  muf- 
ketry-. 

They  never  attack  each  other  in  order  of 
battle  ;  fo  many  men;  fo  many  diftin6t  com- 
bats ;  and  he  who  difmountâ  his  adverfary, 
land  can  get  pofleffion  of  his  arms,  camel,  or 
horfr,  inftantly  retires  with  the  fruit  of  his 
Viftory. 

Others  who  khink  themfelvés  more  power- 

*  This  large  timbrel  is  kept  in  the  tent  of  one  of  the 
principal  Arabs^  and  is  ufed  on  feveral  occafions  :  fome-^ 
times  to  call  them  together  to  arms,  fometimes  that  an  Arab 
is  miffing  in  the  defert,  or  that  the  camels  are  ilrayed. 

li  ful 
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ful  than  their  adverfary,  clofe  with  him  ^ 
oacci  giving  and  receiving  repeated  ûràkes 
with  the  poignard,  or  tearing  out  each  other's 
entrails  with  their  dreadful  nailç.  By  thefb 
means,  thofe  who  poflefs  what  is  to  them 
confiderable  wealth  »  a  large  ftock  of  cattle^ 
are  in  one  day  often  reduced  to  the  greatcA 
diftrefs,  being  deprived  of  all^  by  thofe  who 
a  few  hours  before,  were  mafters  of  no  pro- 
perty whatever.  The  weakeft  tribes  being 
the.  moft  expofed,  they  are  careful  to  live  at 
a  diftance,  particuktrly  from  the  Ouadelims 
and  the  LabdeiTeba.  Sometime  before  I  quit- 
ted the  country,  1  heard  thofe  lafl  had  begun 
their  depredations  on  the  quarter  of  Argucm, 
(which  they  call  Agadin)  and  carried  them 
«yen  to  the  gates  of  Morocco. 

In  general  they  only  fbw  barley,  or  fbme* 
times  wheat,  when  there  is  a  great  deal  of 
rain.  But  after  a  three  years  drought,  their 
fields  producing  nothing,  they  unite  and 
carry  the  horrors  of  war  and  defolation  into 
countries  more  fortunate  than  their  own  ; 
ravifliing  with  brutal  violence  from  their  fel-i 
lows,  the  fruits  of  their  labour  and  induflry. 
Thus  does  plentiful  harvefls  pafs  from  the 

true 
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^ûë  proprietors^  into  the  hands  of  ferocious 
men,  who  prefer  the  dangers  of  combat,  to 
exerting  a  little  induftry  to  procure  them* 
felves  a  fubfiftence. 

The  battle  termihated,  each  party  prepare 
graves,  and  the  Talbes,  informed  of  what  has 
pa/Ted,  baften  to  the  field,  tinged  with  the 
blood  of  their  brethren,  to  perform  the  duties 
of  theii*  funftion.  It  cônlîfts  in  articulating 
fbme  plaintive  founds  over  a  feW  handfuls  of 
iànd  which  they  hold  in  a  fhell,  and  fprinkle 
en  the  unhappy  wretches,  who  ky  in  the 
agonies  of  death  ;.  from  time  to  time  prefT* 
ing  their  thuthbs  oh  their  foreheads  as  though 
they  were  appljring  conlécrated  oil^  and  laftly 
throwing  on  them  a  kind  of  a  fcarf  and  a  chap-> 
let.  As  foon  as  they  are  quite  <ieàd,  they 
lay  them  in  the  grave  already  prepared,  plac- 
ing them  on  their  left  fide,  with  the  face 
turned  t(  wards  thé  rifing  fun,  as  though  to 
contemplate  the  tomb  of  their  Prophet  ;  the 
graves  are  f«rrounded  by  large  ftones  heaped 
on  each  other,  which  ferve  for  mbtnuments 
to  thefe  plunderers.  They  diftinguifti  the 
age  of  their  warriors  by  the  quantity  of  ground 
Cbey  inclofe  for  their  buriaL     The  women 

lia  with 
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with  an  air  of  diftraâion  come  aiid  throw 
themfclvcs  on  the  ground,  their  gefturcs,  gri- 
maces, and  fobbing,  prcfenting  a  moft  ridi- 
culous fcene  to  the  fpeftator.  A  travelling 
Arab  never  pafles  one  of  thcfe  burial  places, 
without  laying  down  his  ftick,  making  a  (hort 
prayer,  and  raifing  fmall  pyramids  of  done, 
to  mark  the  interceffions  he  made  for  the  re- 
pofe  of  the  deceafed. 

The  funeral  ceremony  over,  cries  of  dcfo- 
lation  are  heard  throughout  the  horde,  all 
mingling  their  tears  with  the  relations  of  the 
defunâ,  whofe  tent  is  ptâci&d  on  another  fpot^ 
all  his  eâfeâs  expofed  to  the  air,  and  the  (at- 
teft  goat  killed  to  confole  the  relations  and 
friends.  The  feaft  concluded,  they  forget  all 
animofity,  and  I  have  frequently  fèen  them 
the  day  after  a  battle  vifiting  each  other,  the 
conqueror  boafting  to  the  enemy  he  van- 
quifhed,  of  the  addrefs  which  he  u(êd,  in  ikil- 
fully  feizing  the  moment  to  wound  him. 
What  I  thought  very  extraordinary  was,  that 
to  cure  the  deepeft  wounds,  they  ufed  no- 
thing but  earth,  and  that  taken  indifcrimi- 
nately  from  any  fpot,  equally  appearing  to 
ad  fuccefsfuUy  ;  they  have  another  expedient 

to 
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to  remove  pains,  but  not  (6  efficacious^  apply- 
ing red  hot  iron  to  the  part  afFeftecL  Thefe 
people  are  fubjefl:  to  few  maladies  ;  I  haVc 
feen  feveral  old  people  of  both  (exes  very 
healthy. 

Sore  eyes  and  cholics  are  the  mod  com« 
mon  complaints  ;  children  particularly  are  fub« 
jeA  to  them,  though  naturally  of  ilrong  con* 
flitutions,  their  eyes  being  fometimes  fo  af^ 
feâed,  that  it  is  difficult  in  the  morning  for 
them  to  feparate  the  lids.  As  for  the  cholic, 
4  attribute  it  to  the  verdigreafe  that  impreg- 
nated all  they  eat  and  drink,  and  which  ndt 
producing  more  rapid  and  fatal  effets,  is 
doubtlefs  owing  to  the  quantities  of  milk 
they  drink»  The  boilers  they  ^ave  in  con* 
fiant  ufè  being  of  untinned  copper,  and  from 
the  fcarcity  of  water  never  waihed,  occalions 
them  always  to  be  corroded  with  verdigreafe, 
and  that  they  do  not  even  remove  when  they 
rub  them  with  fand.  During  the  time  I  was* 
with  them,  and  employed  to  clean  the  vef- 
fels,  I  endeavoured  to  ckanfe  them  entirely . 
from  "it,  but  they  peremptorily  forbad  me, 
faying  I  fhould  wear  them  out.  It  is  impof^ 
fible  but  the  food  that  remains  in  thefe  ve% 
iels  mufl  be  prejudicial  to  health* 
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Some  icafons  the  fields  of  thefe  barbarians 
«re  covered  with  a  plentiful  harveft^  but  in- 
(lead  of  waiting  tintil  it  is  ripe,  they  gather 
^nd  dry  it  on  hoi  cinders,  without  cpnfidern 
ing  that  by  thofe  means  they  deprive  them-i 
felycs  of  an  abundance  necef&ry  for  the  fup- 
port  of  their  families,  and  their  beafts  of  ftraw 
for  nouriihment,  in  default  of  which  thej  are 
leduced  to  browfe  on  dried  branches,  and 
that  even  themfelves  are  fometimes  necefli- 
tated  to  fuftain  life,  by  eating  the  leather  of 
the  faddles  and  bridles  of  their  camels,  Th^ 
little  care  they  take  to  prepare  the  earth,  and 
to  fow  their  grain,  makes  their  frequent  dif- 
trefs  lefs  to  be  wondered  at  ;  they  fir  ft  place 
the  grain  between  a  hillock  of  flones  and  a 
thicket,  that  the  dried  feed  may  imbibe  the 
ncdfture  çf  the  foil,  on  which  the  water 
leaves  a  flime  very  proper  to  puih  the  firfl 
vegetation.  Thofe  employed  to  few,  iêleâ; 
the  dampeft  places,  fcattering  indifcriminately 
the  feed,  over  which  they  drive  a  kind  of 
plough  drawn  by  one  camel,  coniequently 
xpaking  very  ûnall  furrows.  If  heaven  fe^ 
CQnda<thi&  labour  by  fending  rain,  each  {tac$ 
fail  ihare,  and  flies  into  the  interior  ptrts  of 
the  mountains  ta  eâjoy  it. 
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•Ill  paffing  fonle  more  fertile  cantons,  I  {zw 
iheaves  of  grain,  whofe  ripe  and  full  ears 
might  have  tempted  the  moft  opulent  to 
have  tafted  ;  fotne  heaped  on  each  other  were 
abandoned  to  the  injuries  of  the  weathet,  thâ 
proprietor  doubtlefs  being  unable  to  regain 
the  mountains,  it  being  the  feafon  whea 
abundant  rains  falling  in  torrents  from  the 
heights,  inundated  the  villics.  ^*  Is  it  poffi- 
ble/*  iaid  I,  ^'  that  there  are  men  in  the 
world  in  a  fituation  to  fet  fo  little  ftorc  by 
the  gifts  of  Providence  ;  how  happy  (hould  I 
think  myfelf  to  have  fuch  nourifhment  at  my 
difpcfal?*'  I  took  fome  handfuls  of  this  bar-^ 
ley,  and  rubbing  it  between  my  hands  to  {c^ 
parate  it  from  the  hulks,  eat  it  with  incredible 
pieafure,  almoft  thinking  myfelf  tranfported 
to  the  time,  when  the  manna  dropped  ffon^ 
heaven  for  the  relief  of  the  people  in  the  d<i^ 
fert. 

There  is  bo  underflanding  or  intelligence 
among  the  Arabs  with  whom  I  dwelt^  beihg 
entirely  devoid  of  induftry,  or  without  inclt-*' 
nation  to  be  inftruSed;  there  Were  amoft^ 
them  but  two  workmen,  and  whom  they  re^ 
pijçdcd  with  a  kind  of  veneration,  ^ubtlèf^ 

I  i  4  afloQUhed 
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iftoni(hed  to  fee  them»  though  rudely,  imitate 
the  works  of  other  nations,  for  they  ara  in- 
capable of  invention.     The  firft  of  thcfe  was 
a  fort  of  cartwright,  and  the  fécond  on  about 
the   fame  equality  for  a  fmith,  and  in  thefe 
two  did  the  whole  fcience  of  this  part  of  the 
country  unite  ;  the  kno>v  ledge  of  the   firft 
confided  in  making  wooden  porringers,  fome 
few  little  domeflic  utenfils,  and  a  rude  kind  of 
plough,  but  he  was  f*r  from  giving  this  im- 
plement of  hufbandry  a  form  to  render  it 
eafily  manageable  to  the  labourer.     The  other 
art  confifled  in  bçating  out  iron,  though  the 
artifl  was  perfeûly  unacquainted  with  the  qua- 
lities of  that  metal,  for  after  heating  it  feve- 
ral  times,  till  he  had  rendered  it  nearly  ufe- 
lefs,  he  frequently  abandoned  it,  unable  to  fuc- 
çeed  in  forming  what  he  wiflied^     He  was 
not  more  fuccefsful  in  working  other  metals, 
though  he  attempted  it   with   the  greatefl 
confidence  ;  my  mafler  one  day  brought  him 
a  chaiq  of  gold  which  I  had  given  him,  de- 
firing  him  to  form  it  into  rings  for  his  daugh- 
ter.    The  ignorant  Arab,  after  epcamining  it 
with  great  felf-fuffiçiency,  declared  it  was 
not  gold,  coipp^ring  it  with  one  of  bafe  meta) 

which 
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«vhich  had  been  taken  from  a  Tailor  belonging 
to  our  fhip,  and  which  he  affirmed  was  pure 
gold;  to  ftrengthen  his  affertion,  he  made 
him  obferve  that  mine  was  of  a  different  co- 
lour,  and  a  fofter  metal,  and  his  of  a  deep 
yellow.  After  many  obfervations  and  differ- 
tations,  as  ridiculous  as  ill-founded»  he  deter* 
jnined  to  melt  it,  for  which  purpofe  he  hol- 
lowed a  large  coal,  in  which  he  inclofed  it, 
^nd  after  much  blowing,  fucceeded  in  form- 
ing it  into  rings  about  the  (Ize  of  the  circle  of 
pur  fnuff-boxes.  His  ikill  was  generally  ad- 
piired,  and  for  his  recompence  he  obtained  a 
porringer  of  churned  milk. 

How  much  pains  have  I  taken  to  teach 
them  how  to  grind  their  barley,  and  winnow 
it  with  greater  eafe,  and  more  equally  to  ba- 
lance the  loads  on  their  camels,  fo  that  they 
might  carry  with  greater  facility,  and  their 
burthens  not  be  continually  fubjeâ  to  falling 
and  breaking  to  pieces.  I  alio  wiihed  to  in- 
itruât  them  how  to  prepare  the  ground  before 
they  fowed  their  corn,  and  to  get  in  their 
barveft  with  more  care  ;  but  the  advice  was 
fuperfluous  ;  they  were  more  headftrong  than, 
their  camels,  and  that  is  not  faying  a  little  ; 

for 
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for  I  fufFered  much  from  them  during  thé 
thirteen  months  I  was  their  keeper.  What- 
ever proofs  they  may  have  of  their  own  want 
of  capacity  in  all  their  undertakings,  yet  it  ift 
not  poffible  to  .conquer  their  prejudices,  ot 
correct  their  ill  habits. 

The  fmith  was  fifteen  days  working  on 
the  pan'  of  a  fufee,  and  which,  when  finiihed^ 
was  fo  badly  let  in,  that  I  could  not  help  ob« 
ferving,  whoever  firft  ufed  it  muft  run  a  very 
great  hazard.  The  Arabs  who  were  prefent 
would  have  obliged  me  to  make  the  trial,  but 
I  excufed  myfelf.  The  pride  of  the  fmith 
taking  the  alarm,  .he  determined  to  aflay  it 
himfelf,  and  had  his  jaw  and  part  of  his  hand 
taken  off.  I  am  convinced  that  the  want  of 
ikill  in  the  workmen  occaiions  more  wounds 
than  they  receive  in  battle. 

They  queftioned  us  feveral  times  whether 
there  were  any  armourers  amongfl  us,  an4 
fufpeâed  me  after  the  obfervation  I  had  made 
concerning  the  gun.  Their  arms  are  in  the 
worft  flate  that  can  pofiibly  be  imagined,  be** 
ing  in  general  what  they  procure  from  thé 
Arabs  of  the  tribe  of  Trargea  in  exchange  for 

camels^ 
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camcb.  Other  hordes  have .  obtained  them 
from  veiTels  wrecked  on  their  ooafl  ;  many  of 
them  are  alfo  brought  from  Morocco.  Thefe 
laft  are  the  ftrongeft^  but  fo  cumberfome,  that 
they  prefer  thofe  from  Europe^  particularly  if 
double- barrellei)  ;  nor  is  there  an  Arab  but 
what  would  willingly  give  a  Chriftian  flavc 
for  oiie  of  thofe  guns.  When  they  are  out  of 
repair,  they  make  ufe  of  the  old  iron  they 
have  obtained  from  wrecks  to  mend  them.  I 
was  aftopiflied  to  fee  with  what  hafte  they 
.ftaved  the  barrels  of  brandy  to  get  off  the 
hoops,  nor  could  I  fuppofe  they  defigned 
them  for  fuch  a  ufe.  If  this  inetal  and  guns 
are  to  them  of  fuch  value,  it  may  eaiily  be 
imagined  that  fiint,  ball,  lead,  and  powder, 
are  not  lefs  fo.  They  know  very  well  how  to 
diflinguifh  good  powder  from  bad  ;  a  great 
deal  is  fabricated  in  the  little  town  of  Gouad- 
num,  but  it  is  ytxy  coarfe  and  weak,  being 
frequently  almoft  ufelefs,  fouling  the  guns^ 
which  in  default  of  oil  they  rub  with  butter. 
Except  crimes,  which  they  always  endea* 
your  to  jcoinmit  in  the  night,  thefe  people 
make  no  myflery  in  their  aârions.  If  one  in* 
tends  to  undertake  a  long  journey,  he  informs 

the 
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the  whole  hamlet,  who  afTemble  to  give  him 
advice,  cvtry  one  ofFcring  his  opinion,  even 
children  of  fourteen  years  old,  and  who  gene- 
rally fpeak  with  as  much  confidence  as  old  men« 
Thefe  conferences,  which  arc  cither  to  ap- 
prove or  condemn  the  ftep  meant  to  be  taken^ 
are  fometimes  prolonged  for  a  month  toge- 
ther. They  are  fometimes  occaiioned  by 
their  changing  their  encampment,  or  on  ac*« 
count  of  the  camels  being  taken  to  the  coaft 
to  procure  water.  This  laft  bufinefs  is  always 
the  longeft  in  fettling,  as  the  families  re- 
maining at  home  muft  be  deprived  of  milk 
during  the  journey.  It  is  true  in  that  cafe, 
thofe  whofe  camels  are  abfent  are  furni(hed 
by  thofe  at  home,  but  for  which  they  after- 
wards expcft  a  recompence.  Nothing  can 
equal  their  joy  on  the  return  of  the  cattle,  who 
come  back  loaded  with  ikin  bags  full  of  water, 
from  which  it  contrats  a  very  difkgreeable 
ûnell  and  tafle,  but  that  notwithftanding, 
from  its  fcarcity,  is  drank  with  great  pleafurc- 
It  is  ufually  fuppofed  in  Europe  that  a  dog 
would  run  mad  fhould  he  be  deprived  of  wai- 
ter ;  yet  in  the  burning  deferts  they  have  no 
drink  whatever,  an^  generally  fubfift  on  ex- 
crements. 
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creteent)s«.  The  camels  are  fometitnes  four 
months  without  a  drop  of  water,  and  the 
iheep  and  goats  drink  yet  lefs  ;  in  ihort,  was 
it  not  for  their  horfes,  I  am  apt  to  think  the 
Arabs  would  mod  probabfy  never  be  at  the 
pains  of  fetching  water^  but  wait  until  it  was 
the  will  of  Heaven  to  fend  it.  The  rains, 
which  ufually  fall  about  the  month  of  Oâo«>» 
ber,  fpread  univerfal  joy  and  public  rejoicing  ; 
nor  is  it  poflible  to  form  an  idea  of  the  general 
fatisfa<5lion,  without  having  experienced  the 
deprivation  of  that  element. 

A  hufband  cannot  put  away  his  wife  with* 
out  obtaining  the  confent  of  the  moil  ancient 
men  of  the  hamlet,  a  permiffion  they  never 
refufe,  as  women  are  treated  with  the  moft 
fovereign  cqntempt.  They  never  take  the 
name  of  their  hufbands,  but  are  always  called 
by  that  given  at  their  birth  ;  nor  do  even  the 
children  bear  their  parents'  name.  In  almoft 
all  the  hamlets  I  have  feen,  there  are  but  four 
or  five  different  names,  being  generally  diftin- 
guifhed  by  their  tribe,  and  any  furname  they 
adopt. 

When  an  Arab  fets  out  on  a  long  journey, 
his  wife  having  bid  him  farewel,  follows  him 

fome 
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ibme  twenty  paces  from  his  tent,  throwing 
after  him  the  (lone  which  they  ufe  to  drive 
the  picquecs  of  their  tents,  and  which  (he 
buries  in  the  fand  where  it  falls  until  his  re* 

> 

turn.  This  is  the  Moori(h  women^s  method 
of  wifhing  a  fpeedy  and  fuccefsful  journey. 

Though  thefe  women  arc  very  indecent» 
both  in  their  difcourfe  and  geftures,  they  are 
notwithftanding  very  faithful  to  their  hu{i 
bands.  I  could  never  reconcile  the  tender* 
nefs  they  have  for  their  children  with  the 
barbarity  with  which  they  correal  them,  par* 
ticularly  the  girls,  who  feem  indifferent  to 
both  father  and  mother  ;  yet  on  them  they 
delight  to  difplay  their  opulence,  ornamenting 
their  ears,  arms,  and  legs,  with  rings  of  gold 
and  filvcr.  They  ufe  fo  much  ailoy  in  their 
filver,  that  it  is  little  more  than  white  copper. 
The  poorer  Arabs  ufe  the  laft  mentioned  me* 
tal  entirely. 

Nothing  can  exceed  their  joy  when  th^ 
are  parents  to  a  fon  ;  it  may  eafily  be  fup** 
pofed  the^  mother  has  no  midwife  to  affift, 
but  is  ufually  alone  at  the  moment  of  delivery» 
laid  on  the  ground,  under  an  indiâerent  tent» 
infuificient  to  ihelter  her  from  the  injuries  of 
the  weather. 
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A  woman  who  i$  delivered  of  a  fon,  to  tef- 
tify  her  joy,  blackens  her  face  for  forty  days  ; 
on  the  birth  of  a  daughter,  fhe  fmears  but 
half  of  it,  and  that  only  for  twenty  days. 
Could  the  infants  diitinguiih  the  hideous 
countenances  of  their  naothers,  they  would 
furely  never  cling  to  their  brcafls,  for  nothing 
can  equal  their  difgufting  appearance. 

I  couM  not  help  fhuddering  to  fee  the 
cruelty  with  which  thefe  women  treated  their 
children,  even  while  at  the  breaft,  getting 
them  to  fleep,  by  giving  tKcni  blows  on  the 
back  with  their  fifts,  and  to  prevent  their  cry- 
ing, pinching  and  pulling  up  their  ikin  with 
their  fingers,  I  have  feen  thefe  inhuman 
mothers  depart,  even  on  the  day  of  their  de« 
livery,  to  encamp  at  the  diftance  of  fifteen 
or  twenty  leagues  ;  they  are  feated  in  a  kind 
of  cradle,  which  is  placed  on  the  top  of  the 
load  of  the  camel.  On  thefe  occafions  they 
always  try  to  outrival  each  other  ;  for  which 
purpofe  they  decorate  the  camel  with  ftrips 
of  fcarlet  cloth  and  white  rags,  oi'iiamenting 
the  four  ilicks  which  fupport  the  covering 
of  the  cradle  with  pieces  of  whitened  or  gih 
copper. 
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It  is  ufually  the  women  who  take  up  thé 
picquets  of  the  tents  when  their  hûfbandà 
choofe  to  change  fituation  t  it  is  alfd  then! 
who  load  the  camels  under  the  infpeâion  o£ 
their  mafters  ;  and  when  the  hulbadd  gets  on 
horfeback,  it  is  the  wife  who  prefents  the 
ilirrup  ;  during  which  attendance,  fhould  fhe 
fall  and  hurt  herfelf^  it  is  very  imibaterialf 
provided  (he  is  ready  on  his  return  to  attend 
him  with  a  porringer  of  churned  milk. 

I  was  difgufted  to  fee  one  of  thofe  Âràbs^ 
who^  not  fufficiently  rich  to  keep  à  horfè^ 
was  neceflltated  to  feat  himfelf  on  thé  load  of 
his  camel»  which  being  overthrown»  he  re- 
clined himfelf  under  a  thicket,  leaving  to  his 
women  the  care  of  picking  up  and  replacing 
the  loading*  Nothing  can  be  more  arrogant 
than  an  Arab  with  his  wife»  nothing  more 
humble  than  thofe  women  in  the  prefence 
of  their  hufbands  ;  they  are  not  even  admitted 
to  eat  with  them»  but  fervc  them  with  the 
utmoft  deference»  and  are  called  after  they 
have  done  to  take  the  reniainden 

An  Arab  cannot  without  rudenefs  fenter  into 
the  tent  of  one  of  his  neighbours  upon  any 
occadon»  but  muft  call  him  out,  the  wife  co^ 

vering 


COAST  OF  AFRICA.'  497 

irering  her  face  with  a  veil,  as  (he  alfo  does 
when  before  any  ftrangpr.  A  hufband  would 
fail  in  Moori/h  politenefs  who  fliould  throw 
himfclf  on  the  mat  of  his  wife,  for  that  fa^ 
your  is  only  permitted  hiixi  when  herfelf  alfo 
occupies  it.  They  are  generally  kind  to  their 
women  whea  with  child  ;  and  there  are  few 

a 

matches  but  what  produce  five  or  fijc  chil- 
dren, confequently  as  plurality  of  wives  is  al*- 
lowed,  it  may  eafily  be  fuppofçd  how  popu«> 
•lous  they  are,  There  is  not  however  any 
jealoufy  among  thofe  women,  who  frequently 
]iye  under  the  fame  tent  witnçffing  the  ten^- 
(iernefs  theirvhufbands  exprefs  for  thpir  rivals. 
The  tent  defigned  for  a  new  eon  trailed 
cotiple  is  prnatxiented  with  a  white  flag,  and 
the  intended  bridegrqom  has  his  forehead  de- 
porated  with  a  binder  of  the  fapiç  cçlour  j  fop 
Jet  it  be  his  firft.or  fifth  marriage^  or  of  what- 
ever age,  he  is  equally  ornamented  with  thç 
iymbol  of  celibacy  ;  the  day  of  the  cçrçmony 
the  hufband  kills  a  camel  to  regalp  his  friends. 
The  women  aijd  children  without  diftinftiofi 
aflemble  about  the  timbrel  player,  who,  ièated 
on  the  ground,  ftrikes  the  inftrumcnt  with 
P{ie  l^and)  and  with  the  other  fornis  akind  of 

-K-  k  fpeaking 
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fpeaking  trum|>et9  joining  the  moil:  difibaaltt 
howlings  to  the  found  of  the  inftrument  f 
the  clamour  is  alfô  augmented  by  the  clink* 
ing  of  an  iron  chain,  which  he  wears  roun^ 
his  arm  while  he  plays  ;  ft  fingle  female 
dances  to  this  (nuiic,  but  that  without  tiioving 
her  feet  from  the  place  on  which  (he  ftands^ 
her  arms,  head,  and  eyes,  alone  following  the 
found  ;  her  body  being  in  -perpetual  ttiotion> 
and  her  hands  fpread  before  her,  forming  di* 
vers  geftures,  each  more  indecent  than  the 
other.  All  the  fpeftators  beat  time  with 
their  hands,  turning  their  faces  and  necks^ 
and  making  a  thoufand  grimaces,  to  all  Which 
the  dancer  replies  in  the  fame  ftile  with  afto-* 
nifhing  precifion  ;  at  length  (he  concludes  by 
leaning  herfelf  negligently  on  the  muficiaii, 
the  found  of  the  inftrument  becomes  fefter^ 
the  eyes  of  the  aôrefs  are  half  clofed^  her 
hand  is  prcfTed  on  her  bofopi  ;  in  (holt,  eVery 
aflion  appears  to  expre(s  the  mofl  violent 
paflion  ;  yet  the  moment  afler^  the  woman 
nvho  has  afted  this  curious  (bene  joins  her 
companions  with  an  air  of  indifference  it  Î8 
impoffible  to  defcribe*  The  young  people 
fometimes'form  a  ring,  inclofing  a  per(ba  in 

the 
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the  middle,  who  {lands  où  oqc  leg,  and  with 
the  other  defends  himfelf  from  his  compas 
nions,  who  all  endeavour  to  hit  him  ;  the 
£rft  that  ftrikes  takes  his  place.  This  is  their 
t)nly  game  in  which,  there  is  the  leaft  dcxtC'^ 
tity.  The  day  after  the  wedding  the  friends 
of  the  bride  procure  water,  and  wafli  her 
from  the  waift  to  the  feet.  They  then  comb 
and  decorate  her  hair,  redden  her  nails^  and 
dreis  her  in  new  cloaths,  if  (he  is  rich  enough 
to  buy  thetn  ;  if  not  ihe  borrows  feme  till 
the  rejoicing  is  over, 

I  always  regarded  as  fabulous  what  T  had 
heard  refpedting  the  breafts  of  the  Moorifk 
womeii)  but  now  acknowledge  my  error  ;  for 
not  to  cite  many  examples,  I  faw  one  woman 
particularly  who  was  difplealed  with  her  child^ 
throw  her  breaft  with  fuch  force  againft  him, 
that  he  fell  00  the  ground. 

As  foon  as  a  boy  can  walk,  his  mother 
Ireàts  him  with  as  much  refpeâ  as  bis  fa- 
ther ;  that  is  to  fay^  (He  prepares  his  meat, 
and  eats  after  him.  The  Talbe,  who  teaches 
them  to  read  and  write,  inftrufts  them  with 
a  loud  voice,  and  the  children  ftudying  in 
the  fame  manner,  caufes  a  moil  difTonant 

noife. 
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nôî(c.  The  examples  given  them  arc  writtcjqr 
on  little  flips  of  poliflied  wood,  and  which 
whea  learned  are  effaced,  and  others  fnbûi^ 
luted  ;  a  fraalJ  twig  anlwers  the  purpofe  of  a 
pen  ;  their  figures  have  a  great  refembhnce 
tb  ours.  .       ^  -         '      * 

After  the  defcrrption  I  have  given  of  thefê 
barbarians,  it  may:  cafily  be  imagined  how 
mucl)  I  wifhed  to  be  reftored  to  my  country. 
We  complain  on  quitting  the  places  to  which 
we  are  accuftomed  ;  We  M^eep  on  parting  with 
our  frieyds  ;  we  fuffer  .oyrfelvcs  to  be  di* 
ftréfled  for  theimalleft  trifles/ as  thawant  of 

7 

a  handkerchief,  or  the  growth  of  a  beard  of 
two  days  ;  yet  I  have  been  a  flave,  nakedi 
devoured  with  vernaih,  wounded  in  every  part 
pf  my  body,  and  without  refl:ing  place  but 
the  damp  or  burning  fandsi  fpr  fourteen 
months*  Oh,  Supreme  Powçr  !  it  is  thou 
that  fufliamed  me  in  the  hourpf  trial  ;  to  thee 
1  called  in  my  calamitiesr— rfrom;  iJiçe  |  expeft 
xny  recompence  I 


♦THE  END* 
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